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National Christopher Columbus Association Applauds Funding to Restore Columbus 

Memorial Fountain 
Public Invited to Annual Columbus Day Ceremony on October 12, 2026 

 

The National Christopher Columbus Association (ChristopherColumbus.org) welcomes the National Park Service’s 

announcement of funding to restore the Columbus Memorial Fountain at Union Station in Washington, D.C. This 

investment ensures the preservation of one of Washington’s most historic and architecturally significant landmarks that 

has been a prominent ceremonial gateway to the Nation’s Capital welcoming millions of visitors over more than a 

century. 

 

Located at Columbus Circle in front of Union Station, the Columbus Memorial Fountain was designed by architect Daniel 

Burnham and sculpted by Lorado Taft, and was dedicated on June 8, 1912 as part of celebrations marking the 400th 

anniversary of Christopher Columbus’s 1492 voyage. Its classical Beaux-Arts design featuring symbolic figures 

representing the Old and New Worlds and a globe crowned with eagles was intended to evoke themes of exploration, 

discovery, and the expanding horizons of the United States. 

 

For decades, the National Christopher Columbus Association has proudly hosted the annual National Columbus Day 

Ceremony at the Columbus Memorial Fountain, bringing together community leaders, families, and visitors from across 

the region to reflect on Christopher Columbus’s role in American history and the broader idea of exploration and 

cultural exchange that his legacy represents. 

 

“The Columbus Memorial Fountain has stood for more than a century as a welcoming symbol at the threshold of our 

Nation’s Capital, greeting millions of visitors from around the world,” said Timothy Saccoccia, President of the National 

Christopher Columbus Association. “We are grateful for this effort to restore this historic monument so that it continues 

to honor Columbus not only as a historical figure, but as an enduring idea - one that celebrates the courage to explore, 

the curiosity to encounter new worlds, and the cultural foundations of our nation.” 

 

The National Christopher Columbus Association is grateful for this commitment to preserving our shared heritage and is 

pleased to invite the public to attend the National Columbus Day Ceremony on Monday, October 12, 2026, where we 

have great hope the centerpiece will be restored in time for this year's national observance. 

 

The Association looks forward to welcoming attendees from across the country to experience this renewed landmark 

and to continue honoring the historical, cultural, and symbolic legacy of Christopher Columbus in the Nation’s Capital. 
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