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The dedication of the Columbus Memorial in the nation's 
capital on June 8, J l) 12, is said to have been the largest 
celebration in Washington since the victory celebration 
following the Civil War. As part of the three day celebration, 
the Knights of Columbus sponsored a banquet with 1,200 

guests in attendance, including many notables, on the evening 
of the unveiling. 

In recognition of the centennial of the establishment of the 
Knights of Columbus in the national capital area, our front 
cover is a full color reproduction the cover of the banquet 
program. The photograph was sunplied by the Knights or 
Columbus Headquarters Museum in New Haven, Connecticut 
with authority for its reproduction. The words at the bottom 
of the banquet program cover are taken from the ode to 
Columbus sung by Knights on suitable occasions. The 
complete words are given below: 

Sing ye his praises loud and long, 
And let the unenlightened know, 
In ev'ry echo or your song, 
The great deeds done, tho' long ago, 
By Columbus of the valiant soul, 
Who first old Neptune has control, 
Despite of envy, intrigue, gold, 
In the dim past of long ago. 

With vessels three o'er stormy sea, 
He.thrilled the world or long ago, 
While wisdom linked with destiny, 
In justice scales its weight did throw. 
We are his heirs; we wear his name; 
We boast his deeds; we spread his fame; 
Our Order is the shining !lame, 
That lights the gloom of long ago. 
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CELEBRATING CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL 

In the yea rs ro 11owi ng t hc grca t 

quadriccntcnnial (400th anniversary) 
celehra t ion in I 892 or the achievements 
<rnd discoveries or Christorhcr Colum­
hus, an effort was l<tunched hy the 
Knights of Columhus lo establish a 
nwnumcnt lo the great discoverer. 
The U.S. Congress passed a law which 
mandated a Colu mbus Memorial in -����-:if:;::;j§� 
the nation's capital and arrrnpriatcd ' 
SI00,000 lo cover the construction 
costs. A commission was established �i--�-.:HI. 
comroscd of the sccrct�1rics or State 
and War, tbc chairmen or the House 
and Senate C ommitlees on l he Lihr�1 ry 
or Congress, and the Su premc Knight 
or the Knights or Columbus. With the 
newly completed Union Railroad St<l­
tion in 1907, plans rocused toward lo­
cating the memorial on the rh11.�1 in 
front of this grc<tt cdific1.:. 

Arter a series or comr1.:titions, sculptor Lorado Z. T<lrt of Chicago was 
awarded the contract . His rlan envisioned what you sec this day, a monu­
ment cons\ ructcd or Georgia marhlc; a scmi-circu la r fount a in sixty-six feet 
hroad and rorty- Cour fed deer and in the center, a rylon crowned with a 
globe supported by rour eagles connected by g arland. A fifteen root statue 
of Columbus, facing the U. S. Capitol and wrapped in a medieval mantle, 
stands in front of the pylon in the how of a ship witli its prow extending into 
the upper basin of the fountain terminating with a winged f1gurd1ci-ld rqxc­
scnting democracy. Flanking Columbus arc two seated, allegorical figures: 
To his left representing the Old World is a patriarchal figure resting his arms 
upon a shield and grasping a crumpled map while to his right representing 
the New World is a pre-Columbian figure (A.mcrican Indian) crouching be­
hind his rude shield reaching for an arrow. On thc rear of the large pylon is 
a double medallion picturing the Spanish morn1rd1s King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella. Set at the extremes of the axis of the balustrade arc 

couchant lions. Three Lowering nagpolcs Oank bchind the monument rcprc­
scnting the historic shirs of 1492 the Nina, the Pinln and the S:1nli1 Miirin. 
Classic-columned lampposts in front or Union Station feature replicas of 
ships on their cross-axis ncar the base mounts. The dedication of the majes­

tic tribute Lo Columbus occurred on .lune 8, 1912 with many thousands al­
tcnding. It was the prelude lo and the focal poin l for the annual Columbus 
Day celebrations since. 
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Daniel Burnlrnm, who lksigned Union S1:1tion. w:1s the 111ajor ;11·cl1itcl'l 1>!' 

the I X92- I X93 World's Columbian Expl1sition in Chic1go . Burnh:1m's ,m:hi­
tccture was so well received in Chicago tl1al it h1u11ched the "City lk:1utiful" 
mowrrn;nt, to transform rrnijor cities, especially our nation's capital into :1 
series of wcll- landsc;1ped neo-classical palaces, expressing co11fidence i11 our· 
Republic during the I X90 rxriod 13urnham's Columbus Fountain and 
T;1ft's Columbus 'statue wen; intlucnced in part by h·edcrick M:1cMonnics 
fountain al the World's Columbian Exhibition. In recent years Union St<1-
ti1>n has been rejuvenated as a lively commereial space while still serving as a 
train lenninal. As a major artistic remnant of the Exposition. the statue, 
fountain and edifice rightly serve as the focal point for the annual Columbus 
Day Celebration. 

Throughout the years there have been 
many fraternal, civic and cultur;1l or­
ganiLations who have provided the 
leadership for the ceremo ny each year. 
The appearances of the U.S. Military 
Hon or Guard, the service bands, and 
the Knights of Columbus Color Corps, 
add to the p:-igcantry. Addresses by 
national and international dignitaries , • 

members of t he diplomatic corps, cspe­
cia lly representing Spain, Italy and the 
Bahamas, Organization of American 
States, have added interest lo the o<.:ca­
sion; <tnd along with the audience all 
have joined in the festivities. In an ef­
fort to perpetuate <t more unified event, 
in 1989 the Washington Columbus 
Celebration Associ:llion (WCCA) was 
formed and in co-spnnsorship with the 
N21tional P<:1rk ServiL:c, US. Depart­
ment of the Interior, plans the yearly 
t:eremony whid1 is open lo the public free of charge. In additio11 to tile high­
lights of the program a lready described in this history, the ceremony closes 
with wreath presentations representing many national and local fraternal, 
civic, patriotic and cultural societies. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
OF THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

1451 Born in Genoa, Italy, the son of Susanna and Domenico 
Columbo, a Ligurian weaver and one of the keepers of the 
city's gates (Queen Isabella was born this same year) 

1465 First sea voyages to Corsica 

14 77 Sails to England, Iceland and possibly near the Artie Circle 

1479 Marries Felipa Moniz Perestrello living in Porto Santo 

1480 Son Diego is born 

1484 

1485 
1486 
1488 
1492 

Columbus approaches King John II of Portugal with plan for 
expedition to seek lands to the west via a sea route; Columbus 
and Diego arrive in Palos, Spain going to the Franciscan 
Monastery La Rabida to discuss sponsorship of expedition 
westward on the sea 

Don Felipa Perestrello dies 

Meets King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella for the first time 

Son Fernando born of union with Beatriz Enriquez de Arana 

King and Queen of Spain sign the Santa Fe document defining 
Columbus' proposed expedition, April 1 7; King and Queen 
decree citizens of Palos will be crew members for voyage, 
May 23; Mass held for Columbus and crew at Church of St 
George, Martyr in Palos at 12 Noon on August 2; embarks 
from Palos De La Frontera on August 2 with three caravels 
(Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria) and ninety men; Landfall 
sighted at 2:00 a.m. on October 12; Columbus goes ashore 
claiming land for Spain giving it the name San Salvador; 
leaves 39 men at settlement of Navidad. 

1493 Returns to Palos on March 15 and receives a special audience at 
the Spanish count in Barcelona; second voyage leaves Cadiz 
with 17 ships and 1000 crewmen on September 25 

1494 

1496 
1498 

1500 

1502 

1504 

1506 

Columbus has life threatening illness on arrival at New World 
Capital - Isabella - September through February. 

Returns to Cadiz on June t 1 
Leaves Sanlucar on this third expedition with six caravels on 
May 30 
Arrives back at Cadiz in chains resulting from accusations of 
injudicious governing of natives of Haiti - soon freed; goes to 
Carthusian monastery La Cartuja in Seville where he draws 
maps of the new lands to the west having an idea that they 
are a barrier in front of Asia 

Departs Seville on fourth voyage with four ships on April 3; 
son Fernando keeps ship's log; travels as far as Panama 

Arrives at Sanlucar on November 7; Queen Isabella dies on 
November 26 
Christopher Columbus dies at Valladolid, Spain on May 20; 
buried m the Franciscan Monastery of Valladolid 

4 

HERLEY 

THOMAS P. KERLEY 
President 

8632 Old Ardmore Road 
Landover, MD 20785 

(301) 773-6800 

The Officers and Members 

of 

The International Lodge of Washington, DC 
No. 2522, O.S.I.A. 

Congratulate 

The Washington Columbus Celebration Association 

Giovanni Napolitano - President 

For Information call - 703-790-1893 
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BY TBE l'RESIDE�T 01'' THE t'NlTEI> STATES Oli" AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS Public IlesoluLion 21, Seventy-third Congress, ap­proved April 30, 1931, provides: 
"That the President of the lJnitAJd Stares is authorized and re­

quested to issue a proclamation designating October 12 of each year 
as Columbus Day and calling upon officials of the Government to display the fl� of the United Statoo on all Government buildings on said date and mviting the people of the United States to observe the 
day in schools and churches, or other suitable places, with appropriate ceremonies expressive of the public sentiment befitting the anniver­sary of the discove!'Y of America."; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Presi­
dent of the United States of America, under and by virtue of the authority vested in me by tho aforesaid _public resolution, do by this proclamation designate October 12 of eaeh_year as Columbus Day and do direct that on that de.r the flag of the United States be displayed 
on all Government buildings; and, further, I do invite the people of the UnitAld Staws to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies in schools and chu.rohes, or other suitable places. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOFJ. I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United :States t.-0 be affixed. 
DONE at the City of Washing�n this 30lll day of September, in the year of our Lord mneteen hundred and thirty-fo11r, fe!!:.uJ and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the one hundred and fifty-ninth. 

By the President: 
CORDELL Huu. 

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT 

Secretary of State. 

{No. 2101] 
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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY: 

COLUMBUS DAY AS A FEDERAL HOLIDAY 

By Dr. Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D. 

Twenty-five years ago this year Columbus Day was first celebrated as 

a federal ··public holiday.'" Technically. there is no such thing as a "national 

holiday·· in the U S .. since each state establishes its own. However. the Federal 

GO\ ernmcnt establishes holidays for its jurisdictions and employees. and the 

states usually follow its lead. 

The Columbus Da)· story goes back many years . The first known 

celebration of Columbus Day in the U.S. took place just sixteen years after 

America declared independence. On October 12, 1792. the New York Society 

of Tammany. k.110\\ n also as tl1c Columbian Order. celebrated the third ccntena1} 

of Columbus· first landfall in the New World with a dinner and elaborate 

ceremonies. Probably the first memorial to C olumbus in the U.S was the 

temporary monwncnt at its headquarters . The first permanent monument to him 

in the U.S. w::is erected in 1810 in Baltimore by one of Lafayette's fonner 

officers who settled there. 

Qycr eight)· years later. in connection with the four hundredth anni­

\ ersary in l 892. President Benjamin Harrison issued a proclamation urging 

eiti1.cn participation in commemorative sc1viccs, and the organization of pro­

grams by schools. There were many local observances. but the centerpiece of the 

national celebration ''as the Columbian exposition in Chicago. which opened 

belated!) in 1891. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was written in honor of 

Columbus Da) on the -HlOth anniversary. The first U.S. commemorative coins 

and stamps were also issued in connection \Vith the event. 

In I 905. the goycrnor of Colorado issued a Columbus Day proclama­

tion and in 1909 signed legislation passed without opposition making Columbus 

Day a state holida). Before the year was out. ten states. mainly the larger ones. 

had followed suit. and within a decade two-thirds of the states. in all  parts of the 

country. had done so. 

Simultaneous!) with the movement to make Columbus Day state 

holidays \\aS the dri\'c to erect a national monument in the nation ·s capital. in 

both of'' hich the Knights of Columbus played a \'Cry actiYc role. (There were 

already monuments to Columbus in other cities in addition to Baltimore. such as 

Philadelphia. Boston. and Columbus. Ohio ) The latter driYc bore frnit when 

President Taft on March -1. 1910 signed a bill introduced in the House in 1907 

cal li11g for the erection of such a monument. A scant two y cars later. on June 8. 

1912. tJ1c um ciiing took place. 

Twcnty-fiYc years after the Colorado legislature acted to make Co-
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lumbus Day a state holiday. Congress mo,·ed to gi\'c it national prominence 
Although it was not the first presidential Columbus Day proclamation. Franklin 
Roosevelt's 193.+ proclamation was the first of such annual actions by the 
president in compliance with a joint resolution of the Senate and House passed 
on April 30 of that year. By it Congress authori1.ed and requested the president 
to '"issue a proclamation designating October 12 of each year as Columbus Day .. 
and calling for displaying the flag on all go\'ernment b uildi11gs and inviting the 
people to obscf\'c t.l1c day with appropriate ceremonies. 

It is bclic\'ed t.l1at each year since the erection of the monument at 
Union Station in 1912. there had been such appropriate ceremonies at that 
location. Certainly. there were such ceremonies in l 9:H. as attested by the 
records of the Lido Club. 

On October 12. 1963 following the ciYic ceremony in Columbus Pla;:a. 
! 50 persons of Italian descent >>ere invited to a Rose Garden party and White 

House reception. From this group was born the moYcmcnt to make Columbus 
Day a federally-recognized holiday. A National Columbus Day Committee" as 
formed. It sponsored the 1966 celebration. when Senator John Pastore "as 
principal speaker and music was provided by the Marine Band. 

The official Senate Report No. 1293 of June 21. l 968 noted iliat ··A 

large munber of proposals to establish Columbus Day as a national holiday 
were .. .introduced in past sessions of Congress .

.
. mid public hearings were held 

by appropriate subcommittees of the Senate in August. 196.+. and of the House 
in October. 1967. S.108. rnaking Colwnbus Da:- a legal holiday. was farnrably 
acted on by the Senate on August 15. 196.+. H.R.1595 l made refinements to the 

Monday observance of Federal holidays. and Public Law 90-363 was later 
passed by the House on April.+. 1968 and by the Senate on June 21 of that y car. 
This was the '"Monday Holiday Law ..

. 
\>hich. among oilier things. added Co­

lumbus Day to the list of federal 
.
. public holidays." to be observed on the second 

Monday of each October). The effccti,·e date of the new law was Jamtal) I. I 971. 

··rn recommending the observance of Columbus Da:- :· the report said. 
.. it is the committee's judgment that such a holiday would be. as has been 
suggested by Rcpresentati\'c Rodino. ·an annual reaffirmation by t.hc American 
people of ilicir faith in the future. a declaration of "illingncss to face "it.11 
confidence the imponderables of unknown tomorrow.' lt is also the committee's 

judgment that the observance of Columbus Day is an appropriate means of 
recognizing the United States as a ·nation of immjgrants·--as we were described 
by the late President Kcm1cdy. By commemorating the voyage of Columbus to 
the New World. we would be honoring the courage and determination which 
enabled generation after generation of immigrants from eYcry nation to broaden 

their horizons in search of new hopes and a renewed affirmation of freedom ·· 
There was a Colwnbus Day ceremony at the White House in 1970. and 

in 1971 when Columbus Day was f irst observed as a federal holida:- and 
transferred to a Monday·. there was a three-day weekend celebration in Wash­
ington. billed as ·'The First National Columbus Day Cclcbralion. ·· It was under 
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thi: <lus pices of the National Columbus Da) Commillcc. headed b:. Mariano A. 

Lucca of Buff<ilo. who h<ld been a forceful proponent of the national holid<l:.. 

Festi\ ities commenced with a reception Saturday evening. at the 

then-Statler Hilton. for gO\crnors and members of Congress. On Sunday there 

\\as an outdoor Mass and wreatl1-laying ceremony at noon al the Columbus 

monument. and a special Columbus Day concert in the evening at Constitution 

H;ill. featuring the Nav\ Band and singers Frankie Lane and Maggie MacDon­

ald. On l\fonda:.. the ne" public holiday itself. there was a mid-day parade on 

Constitution avenue. complete with floats depicting Columbus's landing: a gala 

concert at the Kennedy Center under the honorary patronage of Mrs. Richard M. 
Ni'\on: and a ··salute to Columbus·· Victory BaJI at the Washington Hilton. 

T" o thousand som·cnir medallions depicting Columbus· landing on the 

ob' erse. and Queen Isabella on the reverse side. wiili suitable inscriptions. were 

mrnted and made available to participants of the celebration. The Washington 

Post reported with a journalistic chuckle that tJ1c American Airlines shipping 

costs coincidentall� came to exactly $1-+.921 
Interesting!� enough. wiili the ne" Monday holiday in place. the fol­

io" ing year the ··second National Christopher Columbus Day Celebration." as it 

"as called. took place on Sunda� Oct 8, rather than on the new holiday. It 

im oh'cd a HUO Mass at Holy Rosary Church: a parade to ilic statue for the ci\·ic 

ccrcmorn and wrcat h-la� ing. with remarks by Secretary of Transportation John 

A. Volpe. Supreme Knight Dr. John K. McDcvitt of ilic K of C. and Italian 

Ambassador Egidio Ortona: and a dinner and gala celebration in the evening. 

The celebration \ntS sponsored by Amcrito (an organi1ation of American/Italian 

groups) and the K. of C. in cooperation with tJ1c National Park Service. 

The 1973 celebration. billed as ·'The Third National Christopher Co­

lumbus Om Celebration.·· was held on Saturday. October 6. but followed the 

same pattern. "ith Mass at Hol) Rosary. parade to the statue and the civic 

ccrcmom (at which the Arm:. Band provided ilie music). and black tic di1rner in 

the e' cuing at the Sheraton Park Hotel. In 197.+ and 1975 tJ1c religious and civic 

celebrations continued on Sunday. under ilie sponsorship of Amcrito and the 

Knights of Columbus in cooperation with 

the Park Ser\ ice. The Holy Rosary Band provided ilie music. 

In 1976. t he U. S bicentennial year. there was a dinner-dance on 

Sunday C\Cning. but the focus of the celebration finally moved to the Monday 

holida� itself. under the sponsorship of the American Italian Bicentennial 

Commission. Inc .. and the Knights of Colwnbus. That year 

there was a special Mass at tJ1c National Shrine of the lnrn1aculate 

Con.::eption "ith Cardinal Joseph Bernardin. then president of the Catholic 

bishops. as principal celebrant and homilist. and a number of out-of-to'vrn 

bishops or Italian descent concclcbrating: a civic cercmon:--

fcaturing President Ford as a speaker and wreatl1-laycr. with music by 

th� Na\\ Band: and a ··Fest.i\al of" the Arts'' from 2 p.m . to .+ p.m. featuring 

Italian music . 

The Order Sons of lta[y in America 

Joins the Nat1on's Capital City in 

Commemorating the 

5oth Anniversary of the Discovery 

of the Americas by 

Christopher Columbus. 

October 14, 1996 

Paul S. Polo 
National President 

Philip R. Piccigallo, Ph.D. 
National Executive Director 

Founded in 1905 in New York City, 
OSIA is the oldest and largest organization 

of American men and women of Italian heritage. 

Order So11S of!ta�v in America, 219 /:,'St, NE, Washington, D. C 20002 
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The celebrations. featl!fing Mass. ciYic ceremony. and some kind of 
cultllfaJ C\'Cnt were on Sundays to I 980. \\hen the religious C\ ent \\as held on 

Sunday and the civic cYent mo,·ed to the Monday holida:v. Sponsorship \\:JS b:v 

Amcrito (starting in 1978) and the Knights of Columbus of the Metropolitan area 
in cooperation with the Park Scn·ice. The Sunday-Monday· split of the religious 
and civic celebrations continued into the l 980s and set the pattern for the ob­

scn·ance in the 1990s. \\ ith the exception of the major cclcbratjon in 1991 

opening the year-long national K. of C. obsen«mce of the quincentena0. From 
1986 to 1988. the Knights of Columbus \\'ere the principal organi1.er. in co­

operation with the Park Service and with support of the American-Italian and 
Spanish organizations. the llalian and Spanish embassies. and in I 989 took the 
lead in establishing the Washington Columbus Celebration Association to 

sponsor the event in subsequent years. 
Columbus Day today is celebrated throughout the U S Jane M. Hatch. 

in '·The American Book of Days .
. 

(New York. 1978) g ave some glimpses of the 

status of the holiday in the late 1970s ln Wisconsin it \\'as called 

Landing Day. and in North Dakota and Indiana. DiscO \ Cf! Da:v: in 
Florida it was celebrated in conjunction with Farmers· Day. and in Alabama. 

with Fraternal Day. Ne\\' York City annuaJly fcatmed a great parade and a 
Columbus Day di1111cr. Boston's tradition included a special anniYcrsary Mass. 

wreath-laying at Columbus· statue in Louisburg Square. and a four-mile parJdc. 
Asbnu0· Park. New Jersey had an annual pageant of the 

landing. Los Angeles would Oy the Italian nag°' er citY hall. raised by 
an ltalian movie star: San Francisco would hold pageants. a waterfront cah acade 
showing eYcnts from Columbus· life. a street fair. ceremonies at the Columbus 

statue on Telegraph Hill. a banquet. and a ball. Columbus. Ohio--to \\hi ch 

Genoa presented a 20-foot-high. 7.000 statue of Columbus in 195-l--had an 
arnmal four-day celebration. complete \ \  itJ1 parade. entertainments. and fire­

\\ orks. 
Columbus Day is also currently celebrated in many other countncs. 

most commonly on October 12. the actual amtiversary of his first landfall. That 
day is called Day of tJ1e Race in Chile. Colombia. Costa Rica. and Paragua\: 

America's Disco\'ery Da) in Honduras: Dia de la Hispa1tidad in Panama: and 

Hispanit} Day or Day of Spanish Consciousness in Spajn. 

Discovery Day is <mother popular name. but places using tJ1al title olten 
obsen·e a different date more appropriate to tJ1eir O\.vll discoycry or sighting. The 

following observe Discoyery Day: the Bahama Islands (October 12). Ca:v man 
Islands (May 17). Haiti (December 5). Puerto Rico 

(October 12. also commemorating sighting of Puerto Rico on No­
vember 19. 1493 ). and St. Vincent (January 22. \\hen Columbus sighted St. 

Vincent in 1498) 
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Columbus Day, 1971 
By tltr Prtndenl of th� United Stalts of Amtnca 

A Proclamation 

On C..olumbus Day, 1971. we honor once more thr memory of tM 
great c.a.ptain whasc hi.Morie voyago led to the migration of pcoplt."I to 
the New World .tnd hrought fr°'h promises of libr:rty and freedom to 
t11cOld. 

In this procnt age of epic joumc� in space, w(' can appreciate mof'(' 
thiUl ever tht: grtat achievements of Cbrl.1tophcr Columbus. An intrepid 
explorer, a 3uprcmc navigator, Lu t ahovc aJI a maTI of uruhakcahl(' faith 
and courage, this $00 of Tt:.Jy sailed in the xrvic.c: of thr Spanish crown 

on a mftion that forever broadened man's hopes and horizons. 

We take pridC' ln commemorating the vi.oUon and dctcmlination of 
Chrutophcr Columbus1 and t.arry forward hi,, spirit (If exploration .� 
part o{ our national hcri� 

In trlhulc to thr achievements of Columbw, the Congrc.<Wi of the 
United States, by joint rc.olution approved April 30, 1934 (48 Stat 
657 ), as modifird by the Act of June 28, 1968 ( 82 Stat. 250), rcque.trd 
tht PrtNdcnt to proclaim the S«Ond Monday in October of cac.h year 
a..'\ Columbus Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, Pr.,,.idcnt of the 
United State of America, do hereby dcsignatt Monday, OctoLcr 11, 
1971, as ColumLu, Day; and [ invite thc people of thi1 Nation to obscrv(' 
that da)' iJ.1 �hoots, churches, a.rid other suitable plac� with appropriat(' 
ceremonies in honor of the great cxploru. 

I a1'o direct that lh<" flag of the United Statca be d�J>laycd on all 
public building3 on the appointed da)' in memory of Christopher 
C.OlumbwJ. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have hcn·unto scr my hand, thi!\ 3 IM 
day of Augu.'\t, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy.one, 
and of the Independence of chc United States of America the one hundr('d 
ninety-sixth. 

\0 

In Honor of the 

Great Discoverer 

Christopher Columbus 

from the 

Officers and Members 

of 
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Bouquets, Fruit Bnskets. Centerpieces 
Cuc Dried. Silk Flowers. Containers & Supplies 

3330 Route 198, Burtonwille. Mnrylond 20866 

COUNTRY 
NURSERY 

3330 Spencerville Road 
BURTONSVUJ.E,MARYLAND 

421-9593 
COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER 

SAVE THOUSANDS $$$$$$ 
SELL YOUR HOME YOURSELF 

With our help! 
Flat Fee Service $ 500.00 

Eliminate Commissions 
Li• u11s1•d Oy We Show You How! 

MD f1681 bl"'' c II T d 577 7653 
CrnirnlHlon a 0 ay -

lO yurt E:titerlenc• For Free Brochure 
A SERVICE TO HELP YOU THE HOMEOWNER SHOW AND SELL YOUR OWN 

HOME THE PROFESSIONAL WAY. 

Better Business Forms, Inc 

W ASIIINGTON DC BALTIMORE MD 

202-628-3889 1--800--826--2373 
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cNational Society of the 
©aughters of the Jflmerican <f\_el/olution 

and 
'The cNational Italian s!].merican !Pounclation 

are pleased to announce 
co-sponsorship in an 

essay Contest featuring Christopher Columbus 

Contest is open to students 
of all ethnic and racial groups in Grades 9 and 10. 

TOPIC 
1996-1997 topic is "Compare the Imp ortance of the V oyages of 
Christopher Columbus and Amerigo Ve;,pucci. " 

PRIZE 
The prize for the national winner is $1,000, paid transportation to 
Washington, DC and housing for winner and parent or guardian, all 
financed by the National Italian American Foundation. The national win­
ner nmst read the prize-winning essay at the Columbus Memorial, 
Washington, DC on Columbus Day 1997, during ceremonies conducted 
by the Washington Columbus Celebration Association. 

FORM 
Essay is to be typewritten with no more than 750 words. Essay must 
have a cover page which includes student's name, address, phone. 
school and sponsoring DAR chapter. Do not s1tbmtt a pltotograplt 
wttlt entry. 

NSDAR ADMINISTRATION OF CONTEST 
This contest will be administered by the NSDAR. Contact -

Mrs. Howard Hol brook 
P 0. Box 2623, Lynnwood, Washington 98036-2623 

(206) 743-2227 
for further information. 

11 



CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

By Daniel D. Lupini 

V cry fo\\ people in the history of the world have made a real 

difference as did Christopher Columbus. One of the greatest seamen and 

nm·igators of his time. he dated to cross over the linits of the known world 
and face the menacing oceans. Dri\·cn by the quest of searching for a ne\\' 

passage to the Orient. he ended up gi,·ing the world a more precious gift. a 

nC\\ continent called America. 

Ch ristopher Columbus \\aS born in Genoa. Italy. in 145 l. the son 

of a \\ cm er. He \\US the oldest of five children. Since he was a little boy. 

Clrnstophcr loved the sea and \\as infatuated by it. He \VOuld spend hours 

contem plati ng the ships that took off to fara,\ay places from the shores of 

hi city. an important seaport. When he got older. he learned how to handle 

oars and sails. Christopher Columbus made many voyages to the Gold 

Coast of Africa in his youth. The study of maps ru1d his 0\\11 sailing 

experie nce led him to believe that Asia could be reached by heading west 

Europeans\\ anted to be able to sail to the Indies, as Asia was called. to get 

gold. silk and spices. After being rejected by King John Tl of Portugal. 

Queen E lizabeth of Spain agreed to provide money for Columbus' ex­

pedition. and three ships sailed from Spain on August 3. 1942. 
Christopher Columbus \\as definitely one of the most courageous 

navigators of his time who. not afraid of the unknown, took a great chance 

in order to fulfill his dream. He shmved great courage by taking a direct sea 

passage \\ ithout kno'' ing ho\\ long the journey would take. He kne\\ a lot 

about the skies. the oceans. and the \\inds. He as a man of vision because. 

althrough he might not have known where he was going, he never gave up 

on his dream to reach the Indies. Even after weeks and weeks of sailing 

"ithout ru1y sight of land. he never gave up hope. Columbus was also a 

man of grct faith. who kept pra�ing to the Lord throughout his hardships. 

truly belie\ 'ing that \\ith the Lord·s help he \\Ould reach his destination. It 

\\asn ·t easy for him to convince his crew to carry on when everybody 

started to g1' e up. ft also took a lot of courage and strength to manage a 

group of people "·hose morale ,,·as going down. Just when everyone 

agreed to sail for three more days and then tum back, the island that Co­

lumbus named San Sah·::idor. in the Bahamas. \\as finally sighted. He 

called the people on the island ··rndiru1s:' believing that he had finally 

reached the Indies. Columbus gave clear directions to his men that the 

11ati,es \\ere to be treated \\ith kindness and respect 

Chnstophcr Columbus did not realize at the time the importance of 

his d 1sc0\ cr y . He had just opened up the new '"orld. North and South 

America. to the rest of the knmrn world. His arrival to the West Indies 
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Chaplain Rev. Peter Batt,, 0.P 
Grand Knight Charle. Gallina 
DGK Joseph Brown 
Charn:dlor Peter Gervais 
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F. S. 
TrP.asurer 
Arlvocate 
Warden 

Mario Mirarchi 
Hichanl Branson 
Wayne Young 
Peter Galiauer 
William Young 
Bernard Fletcher 
Dan Collins 

Columhian �uir� 
Farther Prior 

Fr. Jo�ph Del Ver�:hio S.S.J. 
Chief Squire Frank Shaw ll 
.IXS Ronald Shaw 
Notary 
Bursor 

Benny Harley 
Reggie Moore Pf:i 
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Frank C'..hf',,lq Sr 
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THE NATIONAL ITALIAN AMERICAN FOUNDATION 
Telephone: 202-387-0600 I Fax: 202-387-0800 

'I'he National Italian American Foundation (NIAF) is the major 
advocate in Washington, DC for the nation's estimated 

26 million Italian Americans, the country's 
fifth largest ethnic group. 

Its mission is to help Italian Americans preserve the values 
of their heritage, and to ensure that the American media and 

public are aware of the contributions that Italians and 
their descendants have made to the United States throughout 

its history. 

To DO THIS, THE NAIF WORKS CLOSEI,Y WITH THE CONGRESS, AND 

THE WHITE HOUSE ON ISSUES THAT CONCERN ITALIAN AMERICANS. 

THE NAIF ALSO: 

* AWARDS MORE THAN 100 SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS ANNUALLY 
* FUNDS CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCES 

* MONITORS THE MEDIA FOR UNFLATTERING STEREOTYPING OF 

ITALIAN AMERICANS AND THEIR CULTURE 

* WORKS WITH OTHER ITALIAN-AMERICAN GROUPS ON 

CULTURAL AND LOCAL ISSUES 

• SERVES AS A CRITICAL LIAISON BETWEEN ITALY AND THE 

UNITED STATES, CULTURALLY AND ECONOMICALLY. 

THE NIAF WAS FOUNDED IN 1975 AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

To receive a free copy of AMBASSADOR MAGAZINE, the only 
cultural periodical for Italian Americans and learn more 

about NIAF, c omplete this form 

Send it to: Barbara Hurlock 
C/O NAIF 

1860 NINETEENTH STREET, NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20009 
(202) 387-0600 
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helped develop contact bct\Ycen Europe and the Western Hemisphere. Hts 
discovery made it possible for others to folio'' him. on his first \O�age 

alone. Col um bus had discovered the best '' est\\ ard sea passage from 

Europe to North America and the best east\\ ard passage back. Columbus 
later made three more voyages. He established settlements and discovered 

nc\v islands each time. Columbus died poor and unhappy because troubles 

haad started in the colonies. 

There are some who t� to minimize the role of Christopher Co­

lumbus in the discovery of America. They pomt to the Vikings as the first 

Europeans on the American continent. As written by Daniel J. boorstin in 

his book The Discoverers. if in fact there had been a Viking settlement in 

North America, "it \\as an act of physical but not of spiritual 
courage Was there ever so long a voyage that made so little difference·>·· 

Christopher Columbus· discoveries started the exploration that 

changed the world. As a seaman. he \\aS one of the greatest in histo�. and 
his discoveries are among history's most important events. His name lives 

on rivers. cities. and nations We will ah mys remember him as a great hero 

because he opened up the doors to the Lmkno\\11 with his courage. strength 

and faith in God. 

-n1is essav won first pri1.e in the OrJer Sons or It.ah· in /\merica national essu' 
contest u1 1995. IL was presented at the Columbus l)m celebration 011 October 9. 19'15 h' 
Daniel D. Lupini tJ1e contest \\inner. Daniel al tJrnt time was 13 \Cars or age amJ \\ as an 

eight grade student at l?cnizi Catholic School i.11 l'ulkrton. California 
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Edward and Mary Monroe 
Joseph Jackson 
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Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Anderson 
John W. Knight 
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Leonard and Nora Durso 
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CENTENNIAL OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS IN THE 

NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA 
B> Dr. Ed,,:ml M. Sulli\'an 

The Knights of Columbus \\Crc prime moYcrs in the original erection of the 

Columbus monument at Union Station in I<) 12. in the annual ceremonies in 

ensuing' cars. and in the establishment of the Washington Columbus Celebra­
tion Associat ion in 1989. Since the Knights this year are celebrating the JOO th 

anniycrsaf'.' of tJ1cir establishment in the Washington metropolitan area. the 

follo"·ing "ill introduce this 11.+-ycar-old organization to the wider public. 

Origins 
Each year the ceremonies at the Columbus monument arc enhanced by the 

participation of the Knights of Columbus Color Corps in their colorful capes and 
chapcat1.\ trimmed \\ith matching ostrich feathers. These men arc often called 

the ··yisiblc arm 
.. 

of the Knights of Columbus. They arc in fact tllc tip of an 

iceberg. a \'Cf'.' small minority of the appro\imatcly 17.000 Knights in the na­
tional capital area. 

The Knights of Columbus describe themselves as a Catholic. family. fra­

tcrna I. scf\ ice organization dedicated to the four basic principles of charity. 

unit>. fraternity. and patriotism. The order \vas founded in 1882 in New Haven. 

Connecticut b> > oung second-generation Irishmen as a means of m utual social. 
moral and financial support for themselves and their families at a time when both 

tl1cir anccstf'.'' and religion were sc\'crc impediments to f inancial and social 

ad Ya nccmcnt. 

When founded in 1882. with the celebration of the forthcoming quad­
riccntcnnial of tJ1c discO\'Cr\' of America on the horizon a decade away. the 

'.' oung order espoused the manly virtues of chiYalry. and chose as its patron and 

C\Cmplar the man'' hose principal C\ploit was the seminal event that led to the 

great nation they knew and lo,·cd. their co-religionist who had f irst brought 
Christianity to the nc"' world. The first council (local unit) was called. f i ttingl:­

cnough. San Sah·ador Council. From its beginnings. the order incorporated an 

insurance program to help its members and ilicir smvi\'ors cope with the fi­

nancial uncertainties and difficulties of the age. The order has been growing 
steadily for a good number of years. and today ilierc arc over 1.5 m illion Knights 

and O\Cr 10.000 councils throughout the U.S. and Canada. as well as in the 

Philippines. Me\ico. Panama. Lhc Dominican Republic. Cuba. Spain, the Ba­

hamas. the Virgin Islands. Guam. and elsewhere. 

Knights of Columbus in the National Capital Area. 
!11 its first few years. the order was to be found only in Connecticut. as it 

spread out from NC\\ HaYCJL Then it C\pandcd into ncarb:- states. and to other 
areas of the count1\, 1t \\as f ifteen years before it rooted itself in the area of the 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

ON THE 83RD ANNIVERSARY 

COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION 

District Deputy and Mrs. Donald Parojinog 
District of Columbia State Council Knights of Columbus 

ZIPPERS 
REPAIRED 

HAND BAGS 
REPAIRED 

EXPERT LUGGAGE & SHOE REPAIR 
LEATHER Gooos REPAIRED 

3808 NORTHAMPTON STREET N.W. 
WASHI NGTON, 0. C. 20015 

<CLOSED MONDAYS) 

TONY SOFIA, MGR. PHONE 362-6681 

COMPLIMENTS 

OF 

DANIEL J. QUAGLIARELLO, FIC..F, LUTCF 

and FRAN 

AGENCY DEPARTMENT, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS INSURANCE 

2003 KIRKLIN DRIVE 

OXON HILL MD 207 45 

301-505-0951 

FAX 301-262-6304 
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iKutgl�tu nf Qln luutbuu 

KEANE COUNC1L No. 353 
Washington, D.C 

Congratulate,<; the WCCA for its cf forts to 
keep the public aware of the accomplishments 

of the great discoverer and navigator 
Christopher Columbus 

COUN<1L OFFICERS AND COMMl1TEE DIRECTORS 

Chaplain 
Grand Knight 
Deputy Grand Knight 
\hancdlor 
Rccordrr 
�·�inancial �crctary 
l rcasurcr 
Advocate 
Warden 
Inside Guard 
Outc;idP Guan! 
Trustres 

Program Diffc.tor 
Membership Director 
Youth Diffr.tor 
\.ouncil Director 
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llrv. Joseph Sko 
Gerald V. Hall Sr. 
John Mcf.oy 
Jack T. .Marsh 
.Michael E. William� Sr. 
George W. Taylor 
Raymond llriscoc 
Aumoura D. Carroll 
John Pernrll 
William lluntrr 
Jame.-; L. Douglas 
Willir .I. McDonald PGK 
Frank H. Shaw PGK 
.lames 11. Pope-, PGK 

George P. llrnderson 
Danid L. Simonds 
Derrick Daniels 
Frrd L. V alrntinr 

national capital. \Yith the chartering of Washington Council #22-+ on April 25 

1897. (Earlier tJ1at same year. on Feb man 2 L Balli more Council #205 had been 
established in that cit_\. the first one south of the Mason-Di:-;011 line. It has si nee 

been renamed in honor of the late Cardinal Shehan of Baltimore.) 

In recognition of their centennial. members of Washington Council'' ill la� 

a special wreatJi in today· s ceremonies. 

From the taproot planted locally in 1897. the order c:-;pandcd in the area.'' ith 
establishment of two additional councils in Washington in 1898. a not her in 

1899. and yet another in 1900. Mcam.vhilc. it also spread to Virginia in 1900. 

Fitzgerald Council #459 was established in Alexandria. aJtl1ough as early as 
1898 a council had been established in Norfolk (Norfolk Council #167). along 
with one in Richmond and another in Portsmouth the follo\1 i ng year. Estab­
lishment and growtJi took longer in the rclatiYcly sparse Mar_., land cm irons of 

Washington. The oldest Maryland councils in tJ1c metropolitan area date from 

I no: Father Rosensteel #2 I 69 in Sih er Spring. and Patttxcnt #2203 in Laurel. 

(However. ten years earlier. St. Ma� 's Council#- I no. had been established in 
Leonardtown in soutJiem Ma�'land.) 

The basic structure of the order follows state lines. the local councils in each 
state jurisdiction collcctiYcly forming a state council. State councils \I ere es­
tablished in Maryland and tJic District of Columbia in 1899. and in Virginia in 

1900. Each state jurisdiction is headed by a deputy to the Supreme Knight for 
that jurisdiction. called the state deputy. He is elected b� his state council. 

Today. there are better than some 60 councils in the Washington metropolitan 

area. of which a good majority arc in tJic Ma0 land suburbs. 17 in the District of 
Columbia, and the remainder in northern Virginia. There arc full-ncdgcd 

councils of student-members on the campuses of Catholic UniYcrsity. George­
town University. cu1d George Mason University in this area. as \\Cll as the more 
distant Mount St. Mary's in Emmitsburg. Ma0·Iand. Some councils arc formed 

out of. and arc oriented toward serving. individual parishes: others dra\\ upon 

and serve a wider area and in some cases hmc their O\\n meeting hall. Most 
councils, however, do not have a hall. 

The youtJi organi1.ation of the Knights is the Columbian Squires. of \Yhich 
there arc scycral local units or --squires circles" in the cm irons of D.C. and 

Virginia. Squires assist members of tJic college councils in performing usher 
services at the Columbus Day ceremonies. 

The Fourth Degree. 

Like the Masonic Order. tJ1c Knights of Columbus established three main 

degrees. on completion of the third of which a man becomes a full-ncdgcd 

Knight of Columbus. At popular request. a fourth. optional. degree \Vas added 

in l 900. focusing on a fourth main principle of the Ordcr--patriotism Patriotism 

is understood to mean not only ceremonial and other displays of patriotic fen or 

\\ hen appropriate. but also actiYc promotion of responsible citi1.enship and good 

government. 
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The Fourth Degree is a separate org<mi1.ation '' ithin tl1c Knights. with its o� n 
slnrclure and hicrarch�. Its units arc called assemblies. and arc organized into 

districts. each headed by a Master. The Archdiocese of Wash ington (the District 

of Columbia and fiyc counties of Maryland) is one district. The rest of Maryland 

is another. and the entire state of Virginia another. The Fourili Degree is not to 
detract from the other acti,·itics of the Order. as its members must remain acti\'c 

members in their O\\ n councils in order to be in good standing in Lhc Fourth 

Degree 

The uniform for Fourth Degree members. worn on special ceremonial or 
social occasions. is a tuxedo along with the Fourth Degree lapel emblem and 

baldric (cloth belt or sash worn diagonally from right shoulder to left side) 

trimmed in red. white. and blue 
The emblem consists of a dove (representing Columbus. whose last name 

means ·'dO\ c··) hoYcring over the western hemisphere. which surmounts a red 
crusadcr"s cross (Cross of Isabella). The design symbolizes at one level 

Columbus·s role in bringing Christianity Lo ilic western hemisphere (Christopher 
means ··Christ-bearer .. ). <111d. al another lc\-cl. the Trinitarian core of that fait11 

(hemisphere: the crcati\'C role of the Father: cross: redemptive role of the Son: 
and do,·c: enlightening and inspirational role of the Ho!) Spirit). 

The Color Corps. 

The Color Corps arc \' Oluntccrs from the Fourth Degree \Vho add ceremonial 

pagcantr� and order to special cYents. both civic and religious. Color Corps 

members at today's ceremony come from assemblies in the Archdiocese of 

Washington District and tl1e Virginia District. (A number from the former make 

tJ1e long trek each� c ar from Southern Maryland for the Columbus Day events.) 

The colors of t he capes and chapeaux which Color Corps members wear over 
the standard Fourth Degree unifonn indicate organi1.ational roles. Masters of 

Fourth Degree Districts (and former masters) wear gold. The Marshal of the 

District (commanding the combined Color Corps under the Master) wears green. 
the Color Corps commanders of the indiYidual assemblies (local units within a 

district)\\ car purple. Rank-and-file members wear red. White denotes the head 
or former head of one of the local assemblies. 

Charil). the basic principle. 

Charil\ --lo,·c of God and of ncighbor--is the first and most basic principle 

of the Knights of Columbus. Last year. OYCr -l-0 million manhours of sen-ice 
''ere dcrntcd on the part of indiYidual Knights throughout the order 10 church 

and communil_\ causes. and approximately $100 m illion donated for such 

purposes b' local councils and fourth degree assemblies. and the international 
headquarters in N e" Hm·cn. the latter being proceeds from the insurance pro­

grnn1 The total O\ er the past decade approaches a billion dollars. While the 

specific ch<1ritics supported b_\ the local councils yarics from area to area. one 
Lhat is strongl_\ identified \\ ith the Knights in most areas is help for the de-
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The Basilica of the National Shrine 

of the Immaculate Conception 

"America's Catholic Church" 

Honoring all who, like 

Christopher Columbus, 

seek a new and better world. 

Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Bransfield, Rector 

Rev. Msgr. Roger C. Roensch 

Rev. Daniel J. Maher 
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Pat 
Corona 
(St. Jcrornc's 
I lyallsville) 
(.�01) 
890-6000 

P�1. a JO-year auto qk<; vc1c1 an, 
now can offer hi' many frirnd' 

and customers more selection, 
heller financing, improved 

leasing ... and spcci;il discou11I<; to 
. Cmh olic Standard rcacicL� 

Montgomery Auto Sales Park 

IH. 29 & Briggs Chancy Road 

Slh·er SprinJ.!, MD 
.._. SPeRT 
CH�YROLET COMPANY 

BE PROUD TO 

WEAR YOUR__, 11.qL· ----(-
EMBLEM 

Worl11n13lon 011ccnlil1J 
D C �· 

The ij� 
W a<>hingon 11�11'1 

A"-'lt'mhly 
has 

T.Shirts 
Lapel pins 

Patches 
Banncrrets 

For Sale 

Sec me at the Assembly meetings or 
contact Tony Cornejo . 301-565-2030 

CONG RA TULA TIONS WCCA 

fo1· another wonderful 

COLUMBUS DAY C£LEBRA TION 

1996 

�NCif.N'f RDER 
OF HIBERNIANS 

INCORPORATED 
Ore-anii.cd in New York City, Mey '4, 1836 

ST A TE BOARD OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
JAMES J CLARKE, PRESIDENT 

CHARLES McGUIRE, VICE-PRESIDENT 
GEORGE L CHAPMAN, TREASURER 

GEORGE TOBIN, SECRET ARY 

A SALUTE TO 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
from the 

"The Jones Family" 

PGK Ed & Margaret Jones 
PGK John Paul Jones 
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Thomas & Alice Jones 
PGK Edmund Jones 

vclopmcntally disabled. 
Apart from the Columbus monument. in the erection aud dedication of,, hich 

tl1c Knights played a key role. the other main architectural piece identified" ith 

tl1e Knights in the nation ·s capital is the "Knights· To\\ er"· of the Basilica or the 
National Sirrine of the Immaculate Conception (in Northeast Washington). The 
order donated tl1c tower and carillon. among other m<:�jor benefactions to the 

Sirrine O\'Cr the years. The Knights· first major national project. at the tum of the 
centuiy had been to raise funds for a chair in American History at the adjoining 
Catl10lic UniYcrsity. presented in 190-L This \\as followe d by the establishment 

of graduate fellowships in 19 1-L undergraduate scholarships in 1979. and a 

$2.000.000 million gift to the Uninrsity for special projects in I <)89. The 

tUli\ersity's Columbus School of Law is an outgron th of an eYening school 

established and maintained b:-. the Knights in do,vnto\\ n Washington after 

World War I. These arc but some of many benefactions in the Washington area . 
some national and some local in source and scope. 

® 

Third Degree Emblem Fourth Degree Emblem 

Squires Circle Emblem 
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THE PRAYER OF COLUMBUS 

Las1 : car. on Ju!Y 6. 1995. the Washington Metropolitan Arca Transit Authority 
un\·cilcd in the entrance to the ArchiYes-Navy Memorial Metro station a large wall 
sculpture that among other things honors the memory and faith of Columbus. Titled 
.. Ocean Piece:· it was donated by the Lisbon Subway system. the first permanent art 
donated 10 Metro by a foreign country Ambassador of Portugal Fernando Andresen 
Guimaraes and the President of the Board of Metropolitano de Lisboa E.P .. Jose 
Consiglieri Pedroso made the presentation. Sculptor Jorge Martins. also at the 
umciling. is one of Portugal's leading sculptors. Portuguese sculpture can also be 
found in sub\\ ay systems in Brnsscls. Tokyo and Sao Paolo. and is being installed 
in major cities in a number of other countries as well .. 

Intended to symbolize the ocean connecting Portugal and the United States. 
the huge \\'all piece is executed in gray-green Verde Viana. quarried in South 
Portugal. with a nm"ing hori1.ontal bulge suggesting an ocean wave. The two 
cultures arc represented by l\ro poems: Walt Whitman·s .. Prayer of Columbus" 
engra\ ed and gilded on the lcfl (\\est) end and .. Occident" by Fernando Pessoa on 
the cast end of the sculpture. 

Since only a small portion of the Whitman poem is reproduced in the 
arl-\\ ork. \\ e gi\'e below the complete text. along with the poet's own scenesctting 
note. The beautiful poem--indeed. praycr--is said to reflect Whitman·s own desire 
to communicate with God: .. I shOLtldn·t wonder if l ha\'c unconsciously put a sort 
of autobiographical dash in it. .. he is reported to have said. He also gaye consid­
erable thought and reflection to it. reworking it twenty times. 

As for the faith and piety of Columbus which the poem celebrates. an 
excellent source of infom1ation will be found in the "Libro de las Profccias·· ("The 
Book of Prophecies .. )

. 
Columbus·s O\\ n notes and reflections on biblical passages 

supporting his understanding of his own vocation as the .. Christ-bearer .. ("Chris­
topher .. ) chosen and fitted b: God for a special mission in the expansion and renewal 
of Christendom. (Throughout e,·ery period of his life his writings and book nota­
tions consistent I: show that he saw himself as missionary and crusader.) The 
material for the Book of Prophecies was collected and organized and the notes 
dictated b) Columbus O\'er se\·eral months at a monastery near Seville. where he 
''as awaiting an audience witJ1 the monarchs to clear himself from the charges that 
h;1d brought him back in chains in No\'cmbcr. 1500 after his tl1ird \'Oyagc. The ,,·ork 
''as intended to be the means bY \\ hi ch he explained hi msclf to the king and queen. 
and appears to hm e been \\Titten bet\\·ecn September I J. 150 I and March 23. 1502 

(Ho\\e\ er. notes ''ere added later
. 

such as relating to the lunar eclipse on February 
2'). 150-1. \1hile he was marooned on Jamaica. the setting for Whitman·s poem. 
Apparenth there \HlS also an earlier. smaller ,·ersion of the \\Ork dating to 1-181.) 
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Congratulations to the 
Washington Columbus 

Celebration Association 
Columbus Day 1 996 

Daniel L. Quaid. Jr. 

Former Masler 
Virginia Dislricl 

Owned and Operated By The Lee Family For Over 160 Years 

Lee Funeral Home. Inc. 
6633 Old Alexandria Ferry Rd. 
Clinton. M aryland 2 0735 

30 1-868-0900 

Lee Funeral Home, Calvert P.A. 
1825 Southern Maryland Blvd. 
Owings. Maryland 20736 

301-855-0888 410-257-0888 

We salute Christopher Columbus on the 

occasion of the 504th anniversary of his historic 

voyage to America 

ffiurrnll ffinunrtl Nu. 377 
Congratulatrs thr WCCA on thr 81.th Columbus Crn�mony 

OFFICERfl 
Chap lkv Krnnrth M('('han GK Charlrs M. Colrman, Jr 
DG.l\. Chan Francis W. Thoma" 
Adv llrv Mr Earlr Cokman Trra llichanl ll. llu.,scll PGK 
F� frank \' Garcia PSD Hee Hrv �h· Jkrna.rd Johnson PGK 
Ward .lames .,Eddie" Oxford Trns Ilev. .losrph A. Conrad PGK 
Guard Thoma" lloldrn Reginald D llu"h Jr PGK-PFN 
L:c.turrr Angdo D .Bruzzcsc Joseph A. Grrar PGK 
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301-942-2266 Fax 301-942-1206 

GINO MARINUCCI, C.P.A., P.C. 
Certified Public Accountant 

le Accounting• Financial Planning• Tax Planning• Tax Preparation • 

Gino Marinucci, C.P.A. 
Roberto Pasquini, C.PA 

11303 Amherst Avenue, Suite 3 
Wheaton, Maryland 20902 

CONGRATULATIONS 
AND 

WISHING THE WCCA MUCH SUCCESS 

WITH THE 
ANNUAL COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION 

NICHOLAS CA TUCCI. 
Disrtict of Columbia Department Commander 
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He called it a 
.. 

Notebook of authorities. statements. opinions and prophec ies on the 

subject of the rcco\Cl} of God·s hol! city and mountain of Zion. and on the di5-
CO\Cl}. and cYangcli1.ation of the islands of the Indies and of all other peoples and 

nations.·· It was his intention. neYcr reali/Cd. to use tJ1js notebook to prepare an 

apocal! ptic poem to present to their majesties. (The title. "Libra de las Profccias.·· 

is the abbreviated name librarians and scholars have adopted An en face edition. 
containing the original text--almost entire!! Latin--and the first complete English 

translation. with an excellent introduction and commentary by the translators. Deina 
C West and August Kling. was published by the UniYersit! Presses of Florida as 

part of their Quineente1mial Series in 1991.) 

PRAYER OF COLUMBUS 

By Walt Whitman 

It was near the close of his indomitable and pious life--on llis last 'O! age "hen 

nearly 70 years of agc--that Columbus. to saYe his t\\O remaining ships from 

foundering in the Caribbean Sea in a terrible storm. had to run them ashore on the 

Island of Jamajca--whcre. laid up for a long and miserable! car-- l 501--hc was taken 

\'Cly sick. had se,·eraJ relapses. his men rc\'olted and death seem ·ct dajly imminent: 

though he was cycntually rescued. and sent home to Spain to die. unrecogni/.ed. 

neglected and in want ..... It is only ask·d. as preparation and atmosphere for the 

following lines. that the bare authentic facts be rccatrd and rcali1.cd. and nothing 

contributed by the fancy. Sec. the Antillean Island. wiili its florid skies and rich 

foliage and scenery. the waYcs beating the sol ital}· sands. and the hulls of the ships 

in the distance. Sec. the figure of the great Admiral. \1alki11g the beach. as a stage. 

in this sublimest tragedy--for what tmgedy. what poem. so piteous and majestic as 

the real sccne'1--and hear !um uttcring--as hjs mystical and religious soul surclv 

utter"d.. the ideas following--pcrhaps. in their equivalents. the \'Cry '' ords ... 
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. I h1111er d. 1u·eck 'r/ old 111a11, 
'/11ro1rn 011 1/11s sm ·aJ:.e .\fllire, .fhr. j(1r/i·o111 home, 

/'e111In·1/ie sea and dark r£'hellio11s hroirs, lll'cf1·e drearv 111onlhs, 

,\(Jre .. ,11//'ll'ilh 111a111· !Oils . .1icken 'd mu/ nigh lo death, 

I 111kc Ill\' 1rm· along !he i.1land 's edge. 

1·enli11g11 hemy hear/. 

I 0111 loo/it!! o/ll·oe.' 

I lap/)' I ma1· 1101 lii·e another d(�L 

I <:1111110/ rest <) ( iotl. I cannot ea/ or drink or sleep, 

'/ill I p111.Jiirth myself. 1111· prarer. once more lo Thee, 

/Jreulhe. ha/he 111r.1el/once more in '/hee, co111111u11e ll'ith Thee, 

l?eporl 111r.1eif mrce 11wre lo lhee. 

'/ho11 knowc's/ 11n: vears entire. 111.v lifi!, 
.\Ir long mu/ croH·ded life ofoctive work, 1101 adoration 111erelv: 

/111j/( knull'est the pra\'ers and l'igils of my vouth, 

'/lw11 k111111•e.11 1111 · manhood·., sole111n and 1•isio11arv medilal ions, 
'/ho11 k11mres/ ho11· hejiJre J commenced I devoted all to come to '/J-ree. 
'/ho11 kno11•esl I hm·e in age ratified all those 1·ows and strict(\' kepi 1he111, 

In shackle.1. prison 'd, in di\f!,race, rl:'pining not . 

. Jccepling a/!Jiwn /hce. a.I d11/\· CV/lie fi·o111 n1ee. 

. I// 1111· e111prises haw hl!e11 .Jill 'd 1rith lhee, 

.\fr .\peculations. p/1111s. begun and carried on in thoughts o/7hee, 

.\'ailing the deep orjourne\'ing the /a11d(hr 7hee: 

lnfl:'nlion.1, p11rport.1. aspirations mine, lem·ing results to T'l1ee. 

()I m11 .111re thev reul/1· ca111e .fi'm11 7hee. 

'117£' 11rgc. the ardor, the 11nconquerahle will. 

'/he potent, kit. interior co111111mul. stronger than 1rord\', 

. l 111e.\.\Ogeji·u111 !he l lea1·e11s 1rhi.\paing to 111e e11e11 in sleep. 

lhese .\ped 111e 011. 

IJ\' me mu/ these the 11·ork so far acco111plish 'd, 
!fr 111e eurlh ·s elder cloi·'d a//(/ stifled land,· uncloy d.unloos 'd, 

/fr 111c the he111i.\pheres ro11111ll'd and tied. the 11nkno11·11 to the kno11•11. 

'/lw end I kno11· 1101. i I i.1 al I in lliee, 

(Jr s11111// or great I knoll' not--hapll' ll'hat hroad fields. what land,·, 

l lnp!r thl' hr1111sh 111eas11re/ess human undergrmrth I k11011·, 

/ 1·1111s1?/unted there 111m· rise lo s111111re, k1101rlel(f!.e 11·orl!ty '/J1ee. 
I /oph !he 1ro/'I/.\ I k11011· 111m· there indeed he 111rn 'd to reaping-tool.\ 
I /11plr Ilic li/l'less ems.\ I k1101r. F11mpe \ demi cross. mm: hud and h/osso111 

1/1cr,·. 

20 

BEST WISHES FROM THE 

MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL 
Knights of Columbus 

OFFICERS 

Chaplain 
Reverend Martin E. Feild 

State Deputy 
John R. Albright & Elenore 

State Secretary 
Philip L Asplcn, Jr_ & Teresa 

State Treasurer 
Romeo Gauthier & Pat 

State Advocate 
Richard L. Sherbert, Jr. & Barbara 

State Warden 
Ronald B. White & Jacki 

EXECUTIVE STAFF 

Executive Secretary 
Herbert F. Behrens & Bcvc 

Executive Asst lo the State Deputy 
William J. Santo & Dolores 

Exccu live Asst for Education and Training 
Francis J. Robackcr & E ydie 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL OF LIFE 
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Best Wishes to All of Our 
Brother Knights at Our Annual 

Columbus Day Celebration 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
INSURANCE 

• 
• A Complete Portfolio of Life Insurance 

• Annuities and IRA's for the Member 

and His Family 

ROBERT J. CANTER, FICF, LUTCF, PGK* 
Supreme Insurance Director 

301-262-4300 

SUPREME INSURANCE REPRESENTATIVES 

.JOSEPH M. BURKE, PGK 

ROBERT .J. CALLAWAY, PGK 

HARRY .J. CANTER, MBA, FTC* 

JOHN F. CRAIG, FICF, LUTCF 

ROBERT F. DiPANFILO, FICF 

.JOHN K. FENWICK, PGK 

BRIAN C. GRAHAM, FIC, CLU* 

MARK .J. HINNENKAMP, FICF, LUTCF 

ROBERT T. IMBERGAMO, FIC 

RICHARD .J. MORIN, FICF. LUTCF, PGK* 

CHARLES F. McNALLY, FICF, LUTCF 

DANIEL .I. QUAGLIARELLO, FlCF, LUTCF, PGK* 

ALFRED A. ROCCA. FICF 

DANIELL. SIMONDS, FICF, LUTCF 

DAVID M. THOMAS, FICF 

DONALD A. TROTIER, FIC* 

.JOHN L. WEIMANN, FICF 

Serving your individual, business and estate planning needs. 
Pre and Post Retirement is our speciality. 

Do not get caught short -- call your agent before retiring. 
Serving the Archdiocese of Washington and Northern Virginia 

•supreme Knights Club Member 
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One ef/orl more, 1111· nllar 1/tis hlenk .\a11d: 

lhn! Thou 0 <Jod 111y life hnsl !ighled. 

ll"ith rar of' /ighl. sleadv. i11ef/ahle. vu11chsn/i!d of'!hee. 

Light rare unte!lahle, lighting the 1·er1• ligh1. 

Beyond nll signs, descriptions, languages 

Fur that 0 (;od, he ii 111y Infest 1rord, here on m1· knees. 

Old. poor. and para/�;;ed, 1 lhink 1hee. 

.\iv Ler111in11s near, 

The clouds· alreal�V closing in upon 111e . 

7he w1vage balk 'd. the course disputed. /us/, 

1 vield my ships to Thee . 

. \ fy hands, mv limbs gro1r nerveless, 

.\iv hrain .feels rack 'd bell'i!der 'd, 

J,e/ !he old timbers part. i will not par/, 

f lt'il/ c/ingfasl to Thee, ()Cod. tho11gh the 1rm1es h11//et 111e. 

1/we. Thee al least 1 "'1ow. 

/\·ii !he prophet's thoug/11 i .1peak. or 0111 f m1·i11g:i 

II hat do 1 know o//J/e ?  who/ c!{mys e !f.? 

1 knoll' no/ even 111y own work past or present. 

Oi111 ever-sh[/iing guesses of it .\preml he/ore 111e 

O/nell'e r heller worlds. !heir 111igh1y par111rilion, 

.\ locking, perplexing 111e. 

. Ind these things I see sudden/v. what 111ean !her? 

. ls [/'some 111irac/e, so111e !tmrd divine un.,·er1/ 't! 1111 · e1 ·es, 
Shad01Fy rnsl s hapes s111i/e 1hro11gh the nir and skv . 

. Ind on the distanl waves and countless ships. 

. Ind anlhe111s in new tongues I hear .m/11/inr. me. 

--Scullc\· 13radkv. llarold W. lllodgdl. .\rthur <Jold..:11. \\'illiam \\'hik. l:<k. 11'0/1 llh1111wn. 

/,eavc:s o(( ;rass: . I Text11al / 'unorum oj 1he />nm°"d l'oems. 1·01 Ill. pp 661 to 66-l. '\.;\\ Ynrk 
l 'niv.:rsitv Pr.:ss. 1980 . 
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With Grateful Thanks 

··Fe\\ 1� ords can full� c:xprcss \\hat 

this man has singularl� done for fur­

thering the recognition and celebration 

of Christopher Columbus in the na­
tion · s c apital. ror decades he has 

guided the forces. sometimes on un­
charted waters --similar to the man he 

11as seeking to honor.-- to insure that 

Columbus Da� would be remembered 

in its historical pcrspecti1·e. It has 

brought him almost to legcndaf) status. 
It is with great pleasure. and on behalf 
of the Directors of WCCA, I present 

�ou �'1th this specially crafted Found­

ing Chairman Emeritus Medal as only a 

small token of our apprecia tion for all 
that 1ou 11il\C done and arc still doing 

for the cause 11c celebrate today. Our 
best to you. Mr. Jolm C. Moore.·-

COLUMBUS DAY 1995 

John C. Moore 

Chairman Emeritus, WCCA 
P ast St.ate Deputy, DC 

Knights of Columbus 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
WASHING TON COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 

ASSOCIATION 
David R Curfman, M.D., President 

John C. Moore, Founding Chairman Emeritus and Treasurer 

Reginald D. Bush, Jr., Vice President 

Edward M. Sullivan, PhD, Secretary 

Richard l Higgins, Counsel 

Riclrnrd S Aleksy 
Robert J. Canter 

Pino Cicala 

Leonard M. Durso 

Richard J. Higgins 

Gino Marinucci 

Antonio Russo 

Honor<11Y: 

LGL1is J. Figlio/./.i 
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Paul E. Biciocchi 

Nicholas Catucci 
Hector L Diaz 
George H<11ma 

Frnncis J. Loughney 
Phillip L Nelson 

Anthon� Tringalc 

Daniel L Quaid_ Jr. 

WI1r 1lliatrirt uf Qln hunbia §tatr Qlnnnril 
iKntgl1tIJ nf Qln lu111bua 

Sends Greetings 
on the 

504th Anniversary 
of the 

Discoverv of the New World 
' 

DISCOVER A WORLD OF 
GOOD THINGS IN 

THE K OF C! 

Msgr. Roger C Roensch 
Car1 A. Anderson 
Harry T. Jackson Jr 
Anthony I. Colbert 
Frank R. Shaw 
Joseph Il. Melkovitz 
George Hanna 
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fJiaplaiu 
State Deputy 

State Scnctary 
State Ad.vocate 

State Treasurer 
State ·warden 

Immcdia te PSD 



Bishop McNamara High School administration for providing U1e symphonic b<md 
for the ccrernonv; President, Mrs. l feather Gossart ru1d Principal, Mr. Matthew 
Goyette. 
Mr. Mark Munay, Division or Ceremonies, Military District of Washington, for U1e 

honor guard. 
Mr. George l [allla, Master. J\rch<liocese of Washington District, mid Mr. James P. 
Wilson, Master, Virginia District for providing U1e FourU1 Degree, K or C Color 
Corps. 
Mr. 1�·rancis X. SmiU1, Knights of Colwnbus, for providing photographic services. 
·n1e Colwnbian Squires, St. Dominic Savio Circle m1d CUI\ Council 9542, KofC, 
for providing ilie ushers. 
Dr. Allred M. Rotondaro, Executive Director of U1e National Italian American 
foundation, and Mr. Richard J. l liggins, Director of International Affairs, [or their 
most generous SLtpporl of U1is ceremony. 
'Ille National Park Service for preparing the site and facilities and for U1cir support. 
Mr. Richard Merryman, Chief of Public Events; D01ma Donaldson, Chief Visitors 
Service; Mr. Terry J. Adams, Photographer; and Sgt. Joseph Cox, U.S. Park Police. 

WASHINGTON COLUMBUS 

CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

111c most prominent commemorative figme of Christopher Columbus in U1c 
nation's capita.I, tJ1e only U.S. jurisdiction named for Columbus, stands in a marble 
fountain setting in a plaza in front of one of U1c great landmark huildings in illc city-­
Union Station-- opposite the U.S. Capitol. Dedicated in 1912 before a crowd of nearly 
20,000 individuals including President Tafi and cabinet members, Supreme Court 
justices, members or ille U.S. Congress, iliousands of Knights of Colwnbus, and 
others, it has been a focal point for mmual celebrations to honor ilie great navigator and 
discoverer. Over U1e decades illc celebrations were held by various orglUlizations. ln 
1934 Congress authorized and requested ilie President to issue an mmual Columbus 
Day proclrunation, and in 1968 declared Colwnbus Day a public holiday, commencing 
in 1971. 

After Uiat time there was a gradual evolution of planning, which involvcJ tile 
Knights of Columbus, llaliilll-J\mcrican organizations, U.S. military organizations, ilie 

The WCCA welcomes submission of articles, preferably original research, which 
would ht of interest to those who have a fim1 eommillmentl honor Christopher 
Columbus for his great accomplishments. Such articles will be considered for 
publication in the program book published for the annual celeb ra tion 111 
Washington, D.C. Ar ticles may be forwarded to, or further information may be 
obtained from, Gustav S. Weber, 2101 Owens Road, Oxon Hill, M arylanJ 20745. 
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WA�IIINGTON cou-Mnr� CELEBRATION A��O<:fATlON 

MEMBER� 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Archdiocese of Washington (Honorary) 
National ltalian-American Foundation 
Lido Civic Club of Washington. D.C. 
Fr. Nicola DeCarlo Post, Catholic War 

Veterans 
John C. Moore, Associates 
Sport Chevrolet 
Holy Rosary Church 
Villa Rosa Nursing Home 
ORDER SONS OF IT ALY IN AMERICA 
Roma Lodge No. 71 
George Washington Lodge No. 2038 
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1--loly Rosary Church 
Italian P:1ri<,h 

5Y5 Third Stred, N.W.­
Wasliin).(1011, D.C. 2000 I 

-�- --

12 Noon Christopher Columbus Memorial Mass 

Celebrant anJ Homilist Msgr. Roger C. Rosench, 
Owpft1in, D. C Stille rounci!, K of C 

Concclebnmt, Rn. Charles Zanoni, C.S. 
Deacon, Re\. Mr. Bernard Johnson 

Leet ors: 
Carl Anderson, State Depu(J', D.C State Council, K. of{. 
Pa u I E. Bicocchi. President, Lido Civic Club of Washin1.rto11 

Girt Bearers: 
Dr. Del\ id R. Currman, Pre.<iidcn/, H'CC4 

Mrs. Da\'id R. C'urrman 

Servers from Holy Rosary Parish 

Organist 
Mari<t Marigliano 

Color Corps anJ Honor Guard 
I ourlh Dc>gree Knighls or Columbus 
Archdiocese or\Vashington District 

CiC'tHge f-lctnna, PSD, Master 
Ctl\ill I ynch. PCiK. Mar�hall 
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BIOGRAPHIES 
DR. I)/\ VJ I) l<.. C U Rl·'M/\ N. a nall ve of Oh io and a n..:urosurgcon in p1ivate practice 
in Washington , J).C. is serving his second vear as president of the Washington Co­

lumbus Celt:bration Association. I !is devoted interest in Christopher Columbus goes 
back over several <lecmlcs and in 1992 during the quirn:entenarv or U1e great explorer 's 

diSt:O\'eJ-Y was an invitt:d guest accompanied by his wife for ceremonjes in Spain, Itah· 
and later in the Commo1mealth of the Dal1amas. Dr. Curfman has held numerous 
proressional w1d civic leadership positions in boU1 t11e metropolitan area and at t11e 

national level. I le is a biographe.:: in WHO'S WHO in MEDIClNF and l-IFAL TH­
C/\RE, WI 1o·s WI IO in AMEIUCA, WI JO'S WHO in U1e EAST, WI IO'S WHO in 

SCIENCF and ENGINl·:EHJNG, WJIO'S WHO OF EMERGfNG LEADERS IN 
AMJ-:RICA. Wl!O WHO'S iu tl1e WORLD and WHO'S WI-JO (International) u1 
MUSK' and MUSICIANS. DIRECTORY (Cambridge. England). 

DR. JAMES PATRICK KU·:RNAN, hi:>torian oftl1e Organi1.ation or American States 

w1d publisher or its <rn-ard wiru1u1g bimonthlv magazine AMERJCAS. is an interna­

tional lcctmer and professor of I .atin American Social History. After attending Bates 
College (Maine) he: did graduate work at the Universitv of Soutl1em California and the 
Louisiana State University speciali1ing in tl1e areas of modem European and colonial 

I .atin America. J le has held faculty appou1tments al Essex College , University ofN.::w 

I Jampshire. LJniversitY or Windsor and American University. From 1985 t11rough 1992 
h.:: sen·eJ as director or the 0.1\.S. of1ice for activities and ceremonial events com­
memorating tl1e quincentennial of the Discove� or Ame1ica and participated u1 tl1e 
exposition of Se\'ille, Spain and Genoa. Itah. 

ELl/./\BETI l /\. SALAMONE is the twelve vear old daugh ter or Mr. cu1d Mrs . .Tolm 

Salamone. Oakton , Virginia and is an honor student in tlie seventh grade al Frost 
lntennediate School, Fairfax Count\'. Miss Salamon.:: has been tl1c recipient of nu­
merous a\\ ards, is a m..:mber orthe student cmmciL band an<l cheer leading squad and 
also finds time lo partic ipate in conummit)' activities helping its c itilens. 

BISHOP McNAMARA JUC)!l SCHOOL, Forestville Maryland was establishe d in 

1964 by tl1e Brot11ers of the Jioh Cross ( founders of Not:re Dame University )  and is 
cum.:ntl\' a rn-c<lucational institution. The Svmphonic Ban<l under tl1e din:.-ction or Mr. 
Mjchael Lee l ltmt has been awarded outstanding recognition ( Silver Medals) in in­
ternational festivals held in Chicago and Orlando and superior ratings in Prince 

Ueorge · s CotmlY competitions. As dinxtor of bands at the school, Mr. Hlllll holds a 

llM degree from Coltunbia College (Georgia) and MM Jegrcc from Duqueane Uni­
ve 1sity and \las t11.:: principal h orn plmer for the Albany Symphon\' (Georgia) before 
h.is appointment nt 13ishop McNrunara in 1992. 
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COLUMBIA, THE GEM OF THE OCEAN 
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Ceremony al the Christopher Columbus Statue 
Church Courtyard 

This statue of Christopher Columbus was erected at Holy Rosary 
Church and dedicated on September 17, 1992. It is a gift to the 
communhity from the members of the UDO CIVIC CLUB of 

Washington D.C. in celebration of the Quincentennial Anniversary of 
the discovery of America. 

PROGRAM 

The National Anthem 

Welcome - Rev. Charles Zanoni, Pastor, Ho�v Rosary Church 

Address - Mr. Paul Bicocchi, President, Lido Civic Oub at W;1shington 

Remarks - Dr. David R. Curfman, President. 
Washington Columbus Celebriit ion �ssocia t ion 

Salve Regina 
Washington Archdiocese District Fourth Degree 

Knights of Columbus 
J. Kemp Cook , PSD - John Park 

Edward M. Sullivan, PSD - Gustav S. Weber, PSD 
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CIVIC CEREMONY 
co-sponsored by 

WASHINGTON COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 
and 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA 

Monday - October 14, J 996 
COLUMBUS PLAZA -- UNION STATION 

10:45 a.m. 

Musical Prelude - Bishop McNamara Symphonic Band 
Mr. Michael Lee Hunt, Director 

11:00 a.m. 
Posting of the Colors 
U.S. Armed Forces Honor Guard - Military District of Washington 

Knights of Columbus Color Corps - Calvert Province 

Districts of Washington Archdiocese, Maryland and Virginia 

Procession of W .reath Presenters - Led by the bearer of the 
Columbus Expeditionary Banner 

National Anthems - United States of America 
Italy 
Spain 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

Pledge of Allegiance - George Hanna, Master 4th Deg. KofC 

Invocation - Rev. Robert G. Amey. Archdiocese of Washington 

Retiring of the Colors 

Welcome - Dr. David R. Curfman, President, WCCA 
Mr. Robert G. Stanton - Field Director, NPS 

Remarks by Diplomatic Corps 

Reading of Proclamations 
From the President of the United States of America 

From the Mayor of the District of Columbia 
Mr. Reginald D. Bush. Vice-President, WCCA 

Introduction of the Youth speaker 
Mrs. Stephanie L. Razzano, 
Regional Vicepresident, Capital Area, 
The National Italian American Foundation 

Presentation by Elizabeth Salamone, Oakton, Virginia. 

Announcement - Inauguration of the National Essay Contest 
sponsored jointly by the National Society of the Daughters of the � 

American Revolution and the National Italian American Foundation I 
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Columbus Day Address 

Dr. James Patrick Kiernan 
Historian, Organization American States 

Band Anthem "Christopher Columbus March" 
By Charles T. Gabriele 

Presentation of Memorial Wreaths 
Washington Columbus Celebration Association 

National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior 

Embassy of Italy 

Embassy of Spain 

Embassy of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas 

The National Italian American Foundation 

Supreme Council, Knights of Columbus 

District of Columbia State Council. KofC 

Washington Council No. 224, Knights of Columbus 
(celebrating 100 years) 

Lido Civic Club 

G eorge Washington Lodge, O.S.I.A. 

Roma Lodge, O .S.I.A. 

Catholic War Veterans 

Knights of Columbus Insurance Agency 

U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce 

Cultural Hispanic Organization of Maryland 

Americans of Royal Descent 

Jamestowne Society of 1607 

Society of Mayflower Descendants 
in the District of Columbia 

District of Columbia Branch, National Society of the Sons 
and Daughters of the Pilgrims 

National Society, Sons of Colonial New England 

National Society, Sons of the A merican Colonists 

National Society, Daughters of the American Colonists 

Hereditary Order of the Descendants of the Loyalists and 
Patriots of the American Revolution 

National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution 

District of Columbia Society, Daughters of the American 
Revolution 

National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 

District of Columbia Society, Sons of the American Revolution 

The Black Revolutionary War Patriots Foundation 

National Society, Children of the American Revolution 

The District of Columbia Society, Children of the American 
Revolution 

Boys Scouts of America - Girl Scouts of America 

Campfire G irls - Cub Scouts 
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h.:: sen·eJ as director or the 0.1\.S. of1ice for activities and ceremonial events com­
memorating tl1e quincentennial of the Discove� or Ame1ica and participated u1 tl1e 
exposition of Se\'ille, Spain and Genoa. Itah. 

ELl/./\BETI l /\. SALAMONE is the twelve vear old daugh ter or Mr. cu1d Mrs . .Tolm 

Salamone. Oakton , Virginia and is an honor student in tlie seventh grade al Frost 
lntennediate School, Fairfax Count\'. Miss Salamon.:: has been tl1c recipient of nu­
merous a\\ ards, is a m..:mber orthe student cmmciL band an<l cheer leading squad and 
also finds time lo partic ipate in conummit)' activities helping its c itilens. 

BISHOP McNAMARA JUC)!l SCHOOL, Forestville Maryland was establishe d in 

1964 by tl1e Brot11ers of the Jioh Cross ( founders of Not:re Dame University )  and is 
cum.:ntl\' a rn-c<lucational institution. The Svmphonic Ban<l under tl1e din:.-ction or Mr. 
Mjchael Lee l ltmt has been awarded outstanding recognition ( Silver Medals) in in­
ternational festivals held in Chicago and Orlando and superior ratings in Prince 

Ueorge · s CotmlY competitions. As dinxtor of bands at the school, Mr. Hlllll holds a 

llM degree from Coltunbia College (Georgia) and MM Jegrcc from Duqueane Uni­
ve 1sity and \las t11.:: principal h orn plmer for the Albany Symphon\' (Georgia) before 
h.is appointment nt 13ishop McNrunara in 1992. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
"n1e Washington Columbus Celcbralilm Association expresses its sincere grati lllde 

to the following for t11eir time!\' efforts, hotJ1 physical and fimmeial, for t11.:: success 
of this celebration . 
J{eY. Robert Ci. /\me1 w1d St Catherine I .ahoure Catholic Church for publicil\' 
Mr. ()11staY S. V.ieber l(ir proJuctio11 nr the souvenir cercmom booklet. 
Mr. Rolx:rt Maurer. Director of Marketing for LaSalk Management fen use of tJ1..: 
li1ciliti.::s in l Jn ion Station. 
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Bishop McNamara High School administration for providing U1e symphonic b<md 
for the ccrernonv; President, Mrs. l feather Gossart ru1d Principal, Mr. Matthew 
Goyette. 
Mr. Mark Munay, Division or Ceremonies, Military District of Washington, for U1e 

honor guard. 
Mr. George l [allla, Master. J\rch<liocese of Washington District, mid Mr. James P. 
Wilson, Master, Virginia District for providing U1e FourU1 Degree, K or C Color 
Corps. 
Mr. 1�·rancis X. SmiU1, Knights of Colwnbus, for providing photographic services. 
·n1e Colwnbian Squires, St. Dominic Savio Circle m1d CUI\ Council 9542, KofC, 
for providing ilie ushers. 
Dr. Allred M. Rotondaro, Executive Director of U1e National Italian American 
foundation, and Mr. Richard J. l liggins, Director of International Affairs, [or their 
most generous SLtpporl of U1is ceremony. 
'Ille National Park Service for preparing the site and facilities and for U1cir support. 
Mr. Richard Merryman, Chief of Public Events; D01ma Donaldson, Chief Visitors 
Service; Mr. Terry J. Adams, Photographer; and Sgt. Joseph Cox, U.S. Park Police. 

WASHINGTON COLUMBUS 

CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

111c most prominent commemorative figme of Christopher Columbus in U1c 
nation's capita.I, tJ1e only U.S. jurisdiction named for Columbus, stands in a marble 
fountain setting in a plaza in front of one of U1c great landmark huildings in illc city-­
Union Station-- opposite the U.S. Capitol. Dedicated in 1912 before a crowd of nearly 
20,000 individuals including President Tafi and cabinet members, Supreme Court 
justices, members or ille U.S. Congress, iliousands of Knights of Colwnbus, and 
others, it has been a focal point for mmual celebrations to honor ilie great navigator and 
discoverer. Over U1e decades illc celebrations were held by various orglUlizations. ln 
1934 Congress authorized and requested ilie President to issue an mmual Columbus 
Day proclrunation, and in 1968 declared Colwnbus Day a public holiday, commencing 
in 1971. 

After Uiat time there was a gradual evolution of planning, which involvcJ tile 
Knights of Columbus, llaliilll-J\mcrican organizations, U.S. military organizations, ilie 

The WCCA welcomes submission of articles, preferably original research, which 
would ht of interest to those who have a fim1 eommillmentl honor Christopher 
Columbus for his great accomplishments. Such articles will be considered for 
publication in the program book published for the annual celeb ra tion 111 
Washington, D.C. Ar ticles may be forwarded to, or further information may be 
obtained from, Gustav S. Weber, 2101 Owens Road, Oxon Hill, M arylanJ 20745. 
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WA�IIINGTON cou-Mnr� CELEBRATION A��O<:fATlON 

MEMBER� 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Archdiocese of Washington (Honorary) 
National ltalian-American Foundation 
Lido Civic Club of Washington. D.C. 
Fr. Nicola DeCarlo Post, Catholic War 

Veterans 
John C. Moore, Associates 
Sport Chevrolet 
Holy Rosary Church 
Villa Rosa Nursing Home 
ORDER SONS OF IT ALY IN AMERICA 
Roma Lodge No. 71 
George Washington Lodge No. 2038 
Prince George's County Lodge No. 2228 
International Lodge No. 2522. 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Supreme Council 
District of Columbia State Council 
Virginia State Council 
Washington Council No. 224 
Bishop Patrick Byrne Council 3877 
Fairfax Council No. 4522 
Immaculate Conception Shrine 

Council No. 4944 
Potomac Council 9259 
Cardinal O'Boyle Council No. 11302 
Washington Archdiocese District 

Fourth Degree 
Washington Assembly, Fourth Degree 
Robert J. Canter Insurance Agency 
Past State Deputies Club 

INDIVIDUALS 
Richard S. Aleksy 
William B. Alexander V 
Florence 0. Anderson 
John Asiello 
Rev. Terry Bagatin, C.S. 
Lieut. William C Baron, USNR 
Richard Belli 
Paul Biciocchi 
William H. Booth Ill 
Wadsworth S. Branch 
Maq�aiet Brewer 
Wilham H. Brown ill 
Robert K. Burkhardt, Sr. 
Reginald D. Bush, Jr 
John Capozzi 
Nick Catucci 
David William Cavanaugh 
G. Pino Cicala 
Carroll Jefferson Collins 
Joseph H. Cordes 
Pat Corona 
A Mozelle Curfman 
Dr. David R. Curfman, M.D. 
Mrs. David R. Curfman 
M. Smith Davis 
Joseph A. DePaul 
Raymond T. Donohoe 

Joanne Dumene 
Leonard M. Durso 
Wil Ebel 
Karen Falkenstein 
Joseph A Fernandez 
Loms J. Figliozzi 
Doris G. French 
E. Linda G uidotti 
Mildred N. Hand 
George Hanna 
Clyde H. Hayner. Sr. 
Daniel R. Heller 
Capt Dennis J Hickey IV USNR (Ret'd) 
Richard J. Higgins 
John Mauk Hill iard 
Martha V. Hilton 
Anne Carter Baldwin Holle 
Robert J. Houston 
Rose Caponiti Houston 
Col. Andrew M. Johnson, AUS (Ret'd) 
G. Quinton Jones. Jr. 
John Hallberg Jones 
Robert A Kengla 
Richard A Koz.al, D.D.S. 
Thomas B. Lank 
Cesar B. Martinez 
Col. Stewart Boone McCarty 
Veronica McMullen Miller 
Richard C. McGehee 
Hugh O'Neill 
Charles Odell 
John Oliva 
Geor�e S. Orton 
Martm J. Perorick 
Daniel J. Quagliarello 
Daniel L. Quaid, Jr. 
Jane Anne Rehl 
Msgr. Roger C. Roensch 
Margaret Mary Rose 
Antonio Russo 
Dr. Luigi Sartori 
Joseph Scafetta 
Grahame Thomas Smallwood. Jr. 
Francis X. Smith 
Melanie Smith 
Kali Anne King Stern 
Edward M. Sullivan 
Donald J. Taggart 
Charles E. Tahylor 
David A. Taylor 
Thomas Taylor 
Steven A F. Trevino 
Anthony R. Tringale, CLU 
Gustav S. Weber 
J. Marc Wheat 
Carleton Benjamin White, M.D. 
Rita London White 
Daniel f<. Whiteford, Ph.D. 
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With Grateful Thanks 

··Fe\\ 1� ords can full� c:xprcss \\hat 

this man has singularl� done for fur­

thering the recognition and celebration 

of Christopher Columbus in the na­
tion · s c apital. ror decades he has 

guided the forces. sometimes on un­
charted waters --similar to the man he 

11as seeking to honor.-- to insure that 

Columbus Da� would be remembered 

in its historical pcrspecti1·e. It has 

brought him almost to legcndaf) status. 
It is with great pleasure. and on behalf 
of the Directors of WCCA, I present 

�ou �'1th this specially crafted Found­

ing Chairman Emeritus Medal as only a 

small token of our apprecia tion for all 
that 1ou 11il\C done and arc still doing 

for the cause 11c celebrate today. Our 
best to you. Mr. Jolm C. Moore.·-

COLUMBUS DAY 1995 

John C. Moore 

Chairman Emeritus, WCCA 
P ast St.ate Deputy, DC 

Knights of Columbus 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
WASHING TON COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 

ASSOCIATION 
David R Curfman, M.D., President 

John C. Moore, Founding Chairman Emeritus and Treasurer 

Reginald D. Bush, Jr., Vice President 

Edward M. Sullivan, PhD, Secretary 

Richard l Higgins, Counsel 

Riclrnrd S Aleksy 
Robert J. Canter 

Pino Cicala 

Leonard M. Durso 

Richard J. Higgins 

Gino Marinucci 

Antonio Russo 

Honor<11Y: 

LGL1is J. Figlio/./.i 
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Paul E. Biciocchi 

Nicholas Catucci 
Hector L Diaz 
George H<11ma 

Frnncis J. Loughney 
Phillip L Nelson 

Anthon� Tringalc 

Daniel L Quaid_ Jr. 

WI1r 1lliatrirt uf Qln hunbia §tatr Qlnnnril 
iKntgl1tIJ nf Qln lu111bua 

Sends Greetings 
on the 

504th Anniversary 
of the 

Discoverv of the New World 
' 

DISCOVER A WORLD OF 
GOOD THINGS IN 

THE K OF C! 

Msgr. Roger C Roensch 
Car1 A. Anderson 
Harry T. Jackson Jr 
Anthony I. Colbert 
Frank R. Shaw 
Joseph Il. Melkovitz 
George Hanna 
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fJiaplaiu 
State Deputy 

State Scnctary 
State Ad.vocate 

State Treasurer 
State ·warden 

Immcdia te PSD 



Best Wishes to All of Our 
Brother Knights at Our Annual 

Columbus Day Celebration 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
INSURANCE 

• 
• A Complete Portfolio of Life Insurance 

• Annuities and IRA's for the Member 

and His Family 

ROBERT J. CANTER, FICF, LUTCF, PGK* 
Supreme Insurance Director 

301-262-4300 

SUPREME INSURANCE REPRESENTATIVES 

.JOSEPH M. BURKE, PGK 

ROBERT .J. CALLAWAY, PGK 

HARRY .J. CANTER, MBA, FTC* 

JOHN F. CRAIG, FICF, LUTCF 

ROBERT F. DiPANFILO, FICF 

.JOHN K. FENWICK, PGK 

BRIAN C. GRAHAM, FIC, CLU* 

MARK .J. HINNENKAMP, FICF, LUTCF 

ROBERT T. IMBERGAMO, FIC 

RICHARD .J. MORIN, FICF. LUTCF, PGK* 

CHARLES F. McNALLY, FICF, LUTCF 

DANIEL .I. QUAGLIARELLO, FlCF, LUTCF, PGK* 

ALFRED A. ROCCA. FICF 

DANIELL. SIMONDS, FICF, LUTCF 

DAVID M. THOMAS, FICF 

DONALD A. TROTIER, FIC* 

.JOHN L. WEIMANN, FICF 

Serving your individual, business and estate planning needs. 
Pre and Post Retirement is our speciality. 

Do not get caught short -- call your agent before retiring. 
Serving the Archdiocese of Washington and Northern Virginia 

•supreme Knights Club Member 
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One ef/orl more, 1111· nllar 1/tis hlenk .\a11d: 

lhn! Thou 0 <Jod 111y life hnsl !ighled. 

ll"ith rar of' /ighl. sleadv. i11ef/ahle. vu11chsn/i!d of'!hee. 

Light rare unte!lahle, lighting the 1·er1• ligh1. 

Beyond nll signs, descriptions, languages 

Fur that 0 (;od, he ii 111y Infest 1rord, here on m1· knees. 

Old. poor. and para/�;;ed, 1 lhink 1hee. 

.\iv Ler111in11s near, 

The clouds· alreal�V closing in upon 111e . 

7he w1vage balk 'd. the course disputed. /us/, 

1 vield my ships to Thee . 

. \ fy hands, mv limbs gro1r nerveless, 

.\iv hrain .feels rack 'd bell'i!der 'd, 

J,e/ !he old timbers part. i will not par/, 

f lt'il/ c/ingfasl to Thee, ()Cod. tho11gh the 1rm1es h11//et 111e. 

1/we. Thee al least 1 "'1ow. 

/\·ii !he prophet's thoug/11 i .1peak. or 0111 f m1·i11g:i 

II hat do 1 know o//J/e ?  who/ c!{mys e !f.? 

1 knoll' no/ even 111y own work past or present. 

Oi111 ever-sh[/iing guesses of it .\preml he/ore 111e 

O/nell'e r heller worlds. !heir 111igh1y par111rilion, 

.\ locking, perplexing 111e. 

. Ind these things I see sudden/v. what 111ean !her? 

. ls [/'some 111irac/e, so111e !tmrd divine un.,·er1/ 't! 1111 · e1 ·es, 
Shad01Fy rnsl s hapes s111i/e 1hro11gh the nir and skv . 

. Ind on the distanl waves and countless ships. 

. Ind anlhe111s in new tongues I hear .m/11/inr. me. 

--Scullc\· 13radkv. llarold W. lllodgdl. .\rthur <Jold..:11. \\'illiam \\'hik. l:<k. 11'0/1 llh1111wn. 

/,eavc:s o(( ;rass: . I Text11al / 'unorum oj 1he />nm°"d l'oems. 1·01 Ill. pp 661 to 66-l. '\.;\\ Ynrk 
l 'niv.:rsitv Pr.:ss. 1980 . 
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. I h1111er d. 1u·eck 'r/ old 111a11, 
'/11ro1rn 011 1/11s sm ·aJ:.e .\fllire, .fhr. j(1r/i·o111 home, 

/'e111In·1/ie sea and dark r£'hellio11s hroirs, lll'cf1·e drearv 111onlhs, 

,\(Jre .. ,11//'ll'ilh 111a111· !Oils . .1icken 'd mu/ nigh lo death, 

I 111kc Ill\' 1rm· along !he i.1land 's edge. 

1·enli11g11 hemy hear/. 

I 0111 loo/it!! o/ll·oe.' 

I lap/)' I ma1· 1101 lii·e another d(�L 

I <:1111110/ rest <) ( iotl. I cannot ea/ or drink or sleep, 

'/ill I p111.Jiirth myself. 1111· prarer. once more lo Thee, 

/Jreulhe. ha/he 111r.1el/once more in '/hee, co111111u11e ll'ith Thee, 

l?eporl 111r.1eif mrce 11wre lo lhee. 

'/ho11 knowc's/ 11n: vears entire. 111.v lifi!, 
.\Ir long mu/ croH·ded life ofoctive work, 1101 adoration 111erelv: 

/111j/( knull'est the pra\'ers and l'igils of my vouth, 

'/lw11 k111111•e.11 1111 · manhood·., sole111n and 1•isio11arv medilal ions, 
'/ho11 k11mres/ ho11· hejiJre J commenced I devoted all to come to '/J-ree. 
'/ho11 kno11•esl I hm·e in age ratified all those 1·ows and strict(\' kepi 1he111, 

In shackle.1. prison 'd, in di\f!,race, rl:'pining not . 

. Jccepling a/!Jiwn /hce. a.I d11/\· CV/lie fi·o111 n1ee. 

. I// 1111· e111prises haw hl!e11 .Jill 'd 1rith lhee, 

.\fr .\peculations. p/1111s. begun and carried on in thoughts o/7hee, 

.\'ailing the deep orjourne\'ing the /a11d(hr 7hee: 

lnfl:'nlion.1, p11rport.1. aspirations mine, lem·ing results to T'l1ee. 

()I m11 .111re thev reul/1· ca111e .fi'm11 7hee. 

'117£' 11rgc. the ardor, the 11nconquerahle will. 

'/he potent, kit. interior co111111mul. stronger than 1rord\', 

. l 111e.\.\Ogeji·u111 !he l lea1·e11s 1rhi.\paing to 111e e11e11 in sleep. 

lhese .\ped 111e 011. 

IJ\' me mu/ these the 11·ork so far acco111plish 'd, 
!fr 111e eurlh ·s elder cloi·'d a//(/ stifled land,· uncloy d.unloos 'd, 

/fr 111c the he111i.\pheres ro11111ll'd and tied. the 11nkno11·11 to the kno11•11. 

'/lw end I kno11· 1101. i I i.1 al I in lliee, 

(Jr s11111// or great I knoll' not--hapll' ll'hat hroad fields. what land,·, 

l lnp!r thl' hr1111sh 111eas11re/ess human undergrmrth I k11011·, 

/ 1·1111s1?/unted there 111m· rise lo s111111re, k1101rlel(f!.e 11·orl!ty '/J1ee. 
I /oph !he 1ro/'I/.\ I k11011· 111m· there indeed he 111rn 'd to reaping-tool.\ 
I /11plr Ilic li/l'less ems.\ I k1101r. F11mpe \ demi cross. mm: hud and h/osso111 

1/1cr,·. 
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BEST WISHES FROM THE 

MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL 
Knights of Columbus 

OFFICERS 

Chaplain 
Reverend Martin E. Feild 

State Deputy 
John R. Albright & Elenore 

State Secretary 
Philip L Asplcn, Jr_ & Teresa 

State Treasurer 
Romeo Gauthier & Pat 

State Advocate 
Richard L. Sherbert, Jr. & Barbara 

State Warden 
Ronald B. White & Jacki 

EXECUTIVE STAFF 

Executive Secretary 
Herbert F. Behrens & Bcvc 

Executive Asst lo the State Deputy 
William J. Santo & Dolores 

Exccu live Asst for Education and Training 
Francis J. Robackcr & E ydie 

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL OF LIFE 
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301-942-2266 Fax 301-942-1206 

GINO MARINUCCI, C.P.A., P.C. 
Certified Public Accountant 

le Accounting• Financial Planning• Tax Planning• Tax Preparation • 

Gino Marinucci, C.P.A. 
Roberto Pasquini, C.PA 

11303 Amherst Avenue, Suite 3 
Wheaton, Maryland 20902 

CONGRATULATIONS 
AND 

WISHING THE WCCA MUCH SUCCESS 

WITH THE 
ANNUAL COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION 

NICHOLAS CA TUCCI. 
Disrtict of Columbia Department Commander 
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He called it a 
.. 

Notebook of authorities. statements. opinions and prophec ies on the 

subject of the rcco\Cl} of God·s hol! city and mountain of Zion. and on the di5-
CO\Cl}. and cYangcli1.ation of the islands of the Indies and of all other peoples and 

nations.·· It was his intention. neYcr reali/Cd. to use tJ1js notebook to prepare an 

apocal! ptic poem to present to their majesties. (The title. "Libra de las Profccias.·· 

is the abbreviated name librarians and scholars have adopted An en face edition. 
containing the original text--almost entire!! Latin--and the first complete English 

translation. with an excellent introduction and commentary by the translators. Deina 
C West and August Kling. was published by the UniYersit! Presses of Florida as 

part of their Quineente1mial Series in 1991.) 

PRAYER OF COLUMBUS 

By Walt Whitman 

It was near the close of his indomitable and pious life--on llis last 'O! age "hen 

nearly 70 years of agc--that Columbus. to saYe his t\\O remaining ships from 

foundering in the Caribbean Sea in a terrible storm. had to run them ashore on the 

Island of Jamajca--whcre. laid up for a long and miserable! car-- l 501--hc was taken 

\'Cly sick. had se,·eraJ relapses. his men rc\'olted and death seem ·ct dajly imminent: 

though he was cycntually rescued. and sent home to Spain to die. unrecogni/.ed. 

neglected and in want ..... It is only ask·d. as preparation and atmosphere for the 

following lines. that the bare authentic facts be rccatrd and rcali1.cd. and nothing 

contributed by the fancy. Sec. the Antillean Island. wiili its florid skies and rich 

foliage and scenery. the waYcs beating the sol ital}· sands. and the hulls of the ships 

in the distance. Sec. the figure of the great Admiral. \1alki11g the beach. as a stage. 

in this sublimest tragedy--for what tmgedy. what poem. so piteous and majestic as 

the real sccne'1--and hear !um uttcring--as hjs mystical and religious soul surclv 

utter"d.. the ideas following--pcrhaps. in their equivalents. the \'Cry '' ords ... 
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THE PRAYER OF COLUMBUS 

Las1 : car. on Ju!Y 6. 1995. the Washington Metropolitan Arca Transit Authority 
un\·cilcd in the entrance to the ArchiYes-Navy Memorial Metro station a large wall 
sculpture that among other things honors the memory and faith of Columbus. Titled 
.. Ocean Piece:· it was donated by the Lisbon Subway system. the first permanent art 
donated 10 Metro by a foreign country Ambassador of Portugal Fernando Andresen 
Guimaraes and the President of the Board of Metropolitano de Lisboa E.P .. Jose 
Consiglieri Pedroso made the presentation. Sculptor Jorge Martins. also at the 
umciling. is one of Portugal's leading sculptors. Portuguese sculpture can also be 
found in sub\\ ay systems in Brnsscls. Tokyo and Sao Paolo. and is being installed 
in major cities in a number of other countries as well .. 

Intended to symbolize the ocean connecting Portugal and the United States. 
the huge \\'all piece is executed in gray-green Verde Viana. quarried in South 
Portugal. with a nm"ing hori1.ontal bulge suggesting an ocean wave. The two 
cultures arc represented by l\ro poems: Walt Whitman·s .. Prayer of Columbus" 
engra\ ed and gilded on the lcfl (\\est) end and .. Occident" by Fernando Pessoa on 
the cast end of the sculpture. 

Since only a small portion of the Whitman poem is reproduced in the 
arl-\\ ork. \\ e gi\'e below the complete text. along with the poet's own scenesctting 
note. The beautiful poem--indeed. praycr--is said to reflect Whitman·s own desire 
to communicate with God: .. I shOLtldn·t wonder if l ha\'c unconsciously put a sort 
of autobiographical dash in it. .. he is reported to have said. He also gaye consid­
erable thought and reflection to it. reworking it twenty times. 

As for the faith and piety of Columbus which the poem celebrates. an 
excellent source of infom1ation will be found in the "Libro de las Profccias·· ("The 
Book of Prophecies .. )

. 
Columbus·s O\\ n notes and reflections on biblical passages 

supporting his understanding of his own vocation as the .. Christ-bearer .. ("Chris­
topher .. ) chosen and fitted b: God for a special mission in the expansion and renewal 
of Christendom. (Throughout e,·ery period of his life his writings and book nota­
tions consistent I: show that he saw himself as missionary and crusader.) The 
material for the Book of Prophecies was collected and organized and the notes 
dictated b) Columbus O\'er se\·eral months at a monastery near Seville. where he 
''as awaiting an audience witJ1 the monarchs to clear himself from the charges that 
h;1d brought him back in chains in No\'cmbcr. 1500 after his tl1ird \'Oyagc. The ,,·ork 
''as intended to be the means bY \\ hi ch he explained hi msclf to the king and queen. 
and appears to hm e been \\Titten bet\\·ecn September I J. 150 I and March 23. 1502 

(Ho\\e\ er. notes ''ere added later
. 

such as relating to the lunar eclipse on February 
2'). 150-1. \1hile he was marooned on Jamaica. the setting for Whitman·s poem. 
Apparenth there \HlS also an earlier. smaller ,·ersion of the \\Ork dating to 1-181.) 
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Congratulations to the 
Washington Columbus 

Celebration Association 
Columbus Day 1 996 

Daniel L. Quaid. Jr. 

Former Masler 
Virginia Dislricl 

Owned and Operated By The Lee Family For Over 160 Years 

Lee Funeral Home. Inc. 
6633 Old Alexandria Ferry Rd. 
Clinton. M aryland 2 0735 

30 1-868-0900 

Lee Funeral Home, Calvert P.A. 
1825 Southern Maryland Blvd. 
Owings. Maryland 20736 

301-855-0888 410-257-0888 

We salute Christopher Columbus on the 

occasion of the 504th anniversary of his historic 

voyage to America 

ffiurrnll ffinunrtl Nu. 377 
Congratulatrs thr WCCA on thr 81.th Columbus Crn�mony 

OFFICERfl 
Chap lkv Krnnrth M('('han GK Charlrs M. Colrman, Jr 
DG.l\. Chan Francis W. Thoma" 
Adv llrv Mr Earlr Cokman Trra llichanl ll. llu.,scll PGK 
F� frank \' Garcia PSD Hee Hrv �h· Jkrna.rd Johnson PGK 
Ward .lames .,Eddie" Oxford Trns Ilev. .losrph A. Conrad PGK 
Guard Thoma" lloldrn Reginald D llu"h Jr PGK-PFN 
L:c.turrr Angdo D .Bruzzcsc Joseph A. Grrar PGK 
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Pat 
Corona 
(St. Jcrornc's 
I lyallsville) 
(.�01) 
890-6000 

P�1. a JO-year auto qk<; vc1c1 an, 
now can offer hi' many frirnd' 

and customers more selection, 
heller financing, improved 

leasing ... and spcci;il discou11I<; to 
. Cmh olic Standard rcacicL� 

Montgomery Auto Sales Park 

IH. 29 & Briggs Chancy Road 

Slh·er SprinJ.!, MD 
.._. SPeRT 
CH�YROLET COMPANY 

BE PROUD TO 

WEAR YOUR__, 11.qL· ----(-
EMBLEM 

Worl11n13lon 011ccnlil1J 
D C �· 

The ij� 
W a<>hingon 11�11'1 

A"-'lt'mhly 
has 

T.Shirts 
Lapel pins 

Patches 
Banncrrets 

For Sale 

Sec me at the Assembly meetings or 
contact Tony Cornejo . 301-565-2030 

CONG RA TULA TIONS WCCA 

fo1· another wonderful 

COLUMBUS DAY C£LEBRA TION 

1996 

�NCif.N'f RDER 
OF HIBERNIANS 

INCORPORATED 
Ore-anii.cd in New York City, Mey '4, 1836 

ST A TE BOARD OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
JAMES J CLARKE, PRESIDENT 

CHARLES McGUIRE, VICE-PRESIDENT 
GEORGE L CHAPMAN, TREASURER 

GEORGE TOBIN, SECRET ARY 

A SALUTE TO 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
from the 

"The Jones Family" 

PGK Ed & Margaret Jones 
PGK John Paul Jones 
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Thomas & Alice Jones 
PGK Edmund Jones 

vclopmcntally disabled. 
Apart from the Columbus monument. in the erection aud dedication of,, hich 

tl1c Knights played a key role. the other main architectural piece identified" ith 

tl1e Knights in the nation ·s capital is the "Knights· To\\ er"· of the Basilica or the 
National Sirrine of the Immaculate Conception (in Northeast Washington). The 
order donated tl1c tower and carillon. among other m<:�jor benefactions to the 

Sirrine O\'Cr the years. The Knights· first major national project. at the tum of the 
centuiy had been to raise funds for a chair in American History at the adjoining 
Catl10lic UniYcrsity. presented in 190-L This \\as followe d by the establishment 

of graduate fellowships in 19 1-L undergraduate scholarships in 1979. and a 

$2.000.000 million gift to the Uninrsity for special projects in I <)89. The 

tUli\ersity's Columbus School of Law is an outgron th of an eYening school 

established and maintained b:-. the Knights in do,vnto\\ n Washington after 

World War I. These arc but some of many benefactions in the Washington area . 
some national and some local in source and scope. 

® 

Third Degree Emblem Fourth Degree Emblem 

Squires Circle Emblem 
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The Fourth Degree is a separate org<mi1.ation '' ithin tl1c Knights. with its o� n 
slnrclure and hicrarch�. Its units arc called assemblies. and arc organized into 

districts. each headed by a Master. The Archdiocese of Wash ington (the District 

of Columbia and fiyc counties of Maryland) is one district. The rest of Maryland 

is another. and the entire state of Virginia another. The Fourili Degree is not to 
detract from the other acti,·itics of the Order. as its members must remain acti\'c 

members in their O\\ n councils in order to be in good standing in Lhc Fourth 

Degree 

The uniform for Fourth Degree members. worn on special ceremonial or 
social occasions. is a tuxedo along with the Fourth Degree lapel emblem and 

baldric (cloth belt or sash worn diagonally from right shoulder to left side) 

trimmed in red. white. and blue 
The emblem consists of a dove (representing Columbus. whose last name 

means ·'dO\ c··) hoYcring over the western hemisphere. which surmounts a red 
crusadcr"s cross (Cross of Isabella). The design symbolizes at one level 

Columbus·s role in bringing Christianity Lo ilic western hemisphere (Christopher 
means ··Christ-bearer .. ). <111d. al another lc\-cl. the Trinitarian core of that fait11 

(hemisphere: the crcati\'C role of the Father: cross: redemptive role of the Son: 
and do,·c: enlightening and inspirational role of the Ho!) Spirit). 

The Color Corps. 

The Color Corps arc \' Oluntccrs from the Fourth Degree \Vho add ceremonial 

pagcantr� and order to special cYents. both civic and religious. Color Corps 

members at today's ceremony come from assemblies in the Archdiocese of 

Washington District and tl1e Virginia District. (A number from the former make 

tJ1e long trek each� c ar from Southern Maryland for the Columbus Day events.) 

The colors of t he capes and chapeaux which Color Corps members wear over 
the standard Fourth Degree unifonn indicate organi1.ational roles. Masters of 

Fourth Degree Districts (and former masters) wear gold. The Marshal of the 

District (commanding the combined Color Corps under the Master) wears green. 
the Color Corps commanders of the indiYidual assemblies (local units within a 

district)\\ car purple. Rank-and-file members wear red. White denotes the head 
or former head of one of the local assemblies. 

Charil). the basic principle. 

Charil\ --lo,·c of God and of ncighbor--is the first and most basic principle 

of the Knights of Columbus. Last year. OYCr -l-0 million manhours of sen-ice 
''ere dcrntcd on the part of indiYidual Knights throughout the order 10 church 

and communil_\ causes. and approximately $100 m illion donated for such 

purposes b' local councils and fourth degree assemblies. and the international 
headquarters in N e" Hm·cn. the latter being proceeds from the insurance pro­

grnn1 The total O\ er the past decade approaches a billion dollars. While the 

specific ch<1ritics supported b_\ the local councils yarics from area to area. one 
Lhat is strongl_\ identified \\ ith the Knights in most areas is help for the de-
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The Basilica of the National Shrine 

of the Immaculate Conception 

"America's Catholic Church" 

Honoring all who, like 

Christopher Columbus, 

seek a new and better world. 

Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Bransfield, Rector 

Rev. Msgr. Roger C. Roensch 

Rev. Daniel J. Maher 
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iKutgl�tu nf Qln luutbuu 

KEANE COUNC1L No. 353 
Washington, D.C 

Congratulate,<; the WCCA for its cf forts to 
keep the public aware of the accomplishments 

of the great discoverer and navigator 
Christopher Columbus 

COUN<1L OFFICERS AND COMMl1TEE DIRECTORS 

Chaplain 
Grand Knight 
Deputy Grand Knight 
\hancdlor 
Rccordrr 
�·�inancial �crctary 
l rcasurcr 
Advocate 
Warden 
Inside Guard 
Outc;idP Guan! 
Trustres 

Program Diffc.tor 
Membership Director 
Youth Diffr.tor 
\.ouncil Director 
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llrv. Joseph Sko 
Gerald V. Hall Sr. 
John Mcf.oy 
Jack T. .Marsh 
.Michael E. William� Sr. 
George W. Taylor 
Raymond llriscoc 
Aumoura D. Carroll 
John Pernrll 
William lluntrr 
Jame.-; L. Douglas 
Willir .I. McDonald PGK 
Frank H. Shaw PGK 
.lames 11. Pope-, PGK 

George P. llrnderson 
Danid L. Simonds 
Derrick Daniels 
Frrd L. V alrntinr 

national capital. \Yith the chartering of Washington Council #22-+ on April 25 

1897. (Earlier tJ1at same year. on Feb man 2 L Balli more Council #205 had been 
established in that cit_\. the first one south of the Mason-Di:-;011 line. It has si nee 

been renamed in honor of the late Cardinal Shehan of Baltimore.) 

In recognition of their centennial. members of Washington Council'' ill la� 

a special wreatJi in today· s ceremonies. 

From the taproot planted locally in 1897. the order c:-;pandcd in the area.'' ith 
establishment of two additional councils in Washington in 1898. a not her in 

1899. and yet another in 1900. Mcam.vhilc. it also spread to Virginia in 1900. 

Fitzgerald Council #459 was established in Alexandria. aJtl1ough as early as 
1898 a council had been established in Norfolk (Norfolk Council #167). along 
with one in Richmond and another in Portsmouth the follo\1 i ng year. Estab­
lishment and growtJi took longer in the rclatiYcly sparse Mar_., land cm irons of 

Washington. The oldest Maryland councils in tJ1c metropolitan area date from 

I no: Father Rosensteel #2 I 69 in Sih er Spring. and Patttxcnt #2203 in Laurel. 

(However. ten years earlier. St. Ma� 's Council#- I no. had been established in 
Leonardtown in soutJiem Ma�'land.) 

The basic structure of the order follows state lines. the local councils in each 
state jurisdiction collcctiYcly forming a state council. State councils \I ere es­
tablished in Maryland and tJic District of Columbia in 1899. and in Virginia in 

1900. Each state jurisdiction is headed by a deputy to the Supreme Knight for 
that jurisdiction. called the state deputy. He is elected b� his state council. 

Today. there are better than some 60 councils in the Washington metropolitan 

area. of which a good majority arc in tJic Ma0 land suburbs. 17 in the District of 
Columbia, and the remainder in northern Virginia. There arc full-ncdgcd 

councils of student-members on the campuses of Catholic UniYcrsity. George­
town University. cu1d George Mason University in this area. as \\Cll as the more 
distant Mount St. Mary's in Emmitsburg. Ma0·Iand. Some councils arc formed 

out of. and arc oriented toward serving. individual parishes: others dra\\ upon 

and serve a wider area and in some cases hmc their O\\n meeting hall. Most 
councils, however, do not have a hall. 

The youtJi organi1.ation of the Knights is the Columbian Squires. of \Yhich 
there arc scycral local units or --squires circles" in the cm irons of D.C. and 

Virginia. Squires assist members of tJic college councils in performing usher 
services at the Columbus Day ceremonies. 

The Fourth Degree. 

Like the Masonic Order. tJ1c Knights of Columbus established three main 

degrees. on completion of the third of which a man becomes a full-ncdgcd 

Knight of Columbus. At popular request. a fourth. optional. degree \Vas added 

in l 900. focusing on a fourth main principle of the Ordcr--patriotism Patriotism 

is understood to mean not only ceremonial and other displays of patriotic fen or 

\\ hen appropriate. but also actiYc promotion of responsible citi1.enship and good 

government. 
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CENTENNIAL OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS IN THE 

NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA 
B> Dr. Ed,,:ml M. Sulli\'an 

The Knights of Columbus \\Crc prime moYcrs in the original erection of the 

Columbus monument at Union Station in I<) 12. in the annual ceremonies in 

ensuing' cars. and in the establishment of the Washington Columbus Celebra­
tion Associat ion in 1989. Since the Knights this year are celebrating the JOO th 

anniycrsaf'.' of tJ1cir establishment in the Washington metropolitan area. the 

follo"·ing "ill introduce this 11.+-ycar-old organization to the wider public. 

Origins 
Each year the ceremonies at the Columbus monument arc enhanced by the 

participation of the Knights of Columbus Color Corps in their colorful capes and 
chapcat1.\ trimmed \\ith matching ostrich feathers. These men arc often called 

the ··yisiblc arm 
.. 

of the Knights of Columbus. They arc in fact tllc tip of an 

iceberg. a \'Cf'.' small minority of the appro\imatcly 17.000 Knights in the na­
tional capital area. 

The Knights of Columbus describe themselves as a Catholic. family. fra­

tcrna I. scf\ ice organization dedicated to the four basic principles of charity. 

unit>. fraternity. and patriotism. The order \vas founded in 1882 in New Haven. 

Connecticut b> > oung second-generation Irishmen as a means of m utual social. 
moral and financial support for themselves and their families at a time when both 

tl1cir anccstf'.'' and religion were sc\'crc impediments to f inancial and social 

ad Ya nccmcnt. 

When founded in 1882. with the celebration of the forthcoming quad­
riccntcnnial of tJ1c discO\'Cr\' of America on the horizon a decade away. the 

'.' oung order espoused the manly virtues of chiYalry. and chose as its patron and 

C\Cmplar the man'' hose principal C\ploit was the seminal event that led to the 

great nation they knew and lo,·cd. their co-religionist who had f irst brought 
Christianity to the nc"' world. The first council (local unit) was called. f i ttingl:­

cnough. San Sah·ador Council. From its beginnings. the order incorporated an 

insurance program to help its members and ilicir smvi\'ors cope with the fi­

nancial uncertainties and difficulties of the age. The order has been growing 
steadily for a good number of years. and today ilierc arc over 1.5 m illion Knights 

and O\Cr 10.000 councils throughout the U.S. and Canada. as well as in the 

Philippines. Me\ico. Panama. Lhc Dominican Republic. Cuba. Spain, the Ba­

hamas. the Virgin Islands. Guam. and elsewhere. 

Knights of Columbus in the National Capital Area. 
!11 its first few years. the order was to be found only in Connecticut. as it 

spread out from NC\\ HaYCJL Then it C\pandcd into ncarb:- states. and to other 
areas of the count1\, 1t \\as f ifteen years before it rooted itself in the area of the 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

ON THE 83RD ANNIVERSARY 

COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION 

District Deputy and Mrs. Donald Parojinog 
District of Columbia State Council Knights of Columbus 

ZIPPERS 
REPAIRED 

HAND BAGS 
REPAIRED 

EXPERT LUGGAGE & SHOE REPAIR 
LEATHER Gooos REPAIRED 

3808 NORTHAMPTON STREET N.W. 
WASHI NGTON, 0. C. 20015 

<CLOSED MONDAYS) 

TONY SOFIA, MGR. PHONE 362-6681 

COMPLIMENTS 

OF 

DANIEL J. QUAGLIARELLO, FIC..F, LUTCF 

and FRAN 

AGENCY DEPARTMENT, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS INSURANCE 

2003 KIRKLIN DRIVE 

OXON HILL MD 207 45 

301-505-0951 

FAX 301-262-6304 
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THE NATIONAL ITALIAN AMERICAN FOUNDATION 
Telephone: 202-387-0600 I Fax: 202-387-0800 

'I'he National Italian American Foundation (NIAF) is the major 
advocate in Washington, DC for the nation's estimated 

26 million Italian Americans, the country's 
fifth largest ethnic group. 

Its mission is to help Italian Americans preserve the values 
of their heritage, and to ensure that the American media and 

public are aware of the contributions that Italians and 
their descendants have made to the United States throughout 

its history. 

To DO THIS, THE NAIF WORKS CLOSEI,Y WITH THE CONGRESS, AND 

THE WHITE HOUSE ON ISSUES THAT CONCERN ITALIAN AMERICANS. 

THE NAIF ALSO: 

* AWARDS MORE THAN 100 SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS ANNUALLY 
* FUNDS CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCES 

* MONITORS THE MEDIA FOR UNFLATTERING STEREOTYPING OF 

ITALIAN AMERICANS AND THEIR CULTURE 

* WORKS WITH OTHER ITALIAN-AMERICAN GROUPS ON 

CULTURAL AND LOCAL ISSUES 

• SERVES AS A CRITICAL LIAISON BETWEEN ITALY AND THE 

UNITED STATES, CULTURALLY AND ECONOMICALLY. 

THE NIAF WAS FOUNDED IN 1975 AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

To receive a free copy of AMBASSADOR MAGAZINE, the only 
cultural periodical for Italian Americans and learn more 

about NIAF, c omplete this form 

Send it to: Barbara Hurlock 
C/O NAIF 

1860 NINETEENTH STREET, NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20009 
(202) 387-0600 
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helped develop contact bct\Ycen Europe and the Western Hemisphere. Hts 
discovery made it possible for others to folio'' him. on his first \O�age 

alone. Col um bus had discovered the best '' est\\ ard sea passage from 

Europe to North America and the best east\\ ard passage back. Columbus 
later made three more voyages. He established settlements and discovered 

nc\v islands each time. Columbus died poor and unhappy because troubles 

haad started in the colonies. 

There are some who t� to minimize the role of Christopher Co­

lumbus in the discovery of America. They pomt to the Vikings as the first 

Europeans on the American continent. As written by Daniel J. boorstin in 

his book The Discoverers. if in fact there had been a Viking settlement in 

North America, "it \\as an act of physical but not of spiritual 
courage Was there ever so long a voyage that made so little difference·>·· 

Christopher Columbus· discoveries started the exploration that 

changed the world. As a seaman. he \\aS one of the greatest in histo�. and 
his discoveries are among history's most important events. His name lives 

on rivers. cities. and nations We will ah mys remember him as a great hero 

because he opened up the doors to the Lmkno\\11 with his courage. strength 

and faith in God. 

-n1is essav won first pri1.e in the OrJer Sons or It.ah· in /\merica national essu' 
contest u1 1995. IL was presented at the Columbus l)m celebration 011 October 9. 19'15 h' 
Daniel D. Lupini tJ1e contest \\inner. Daniel al tJrnt time was 13 \Cars or age amJ \\ as an 

eight grade student at l?cnizi Catholic School i.11 l'ulkrton. California 

PATRONS 
Walter A Hawkins 
Bennie and Francine Evans 
Wadsworth S. Branch 
Earl D. Kinard 
Edward and Mary Monroe 
Joseph Jackson 
Mr & Mrs. Leonard Washington Sr 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis X. Smith 
Robert J. Horton 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin E. Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Bracy E. Means 
Arthur H. Robinson 
Edward M. Sullivan 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bowser 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Anderson 
John W. Knight 
Col and Mrs. Charles H. Gallina 
William E. Stewart 
Leonard and Nora Durso 
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Danny and Fran Quagliarello 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Fuller 
Harold and Elizabeth A Holmes 
Gus and Kitty Weber 
Margaret and Lawrence Connelly 
Anne and Robert Lightfoot 
Hon. Paul Luckern 
Augustine and Kemp Cook 
PSD George and Yvonne Hanna 
Martin J. Pemrick. 
Thomas and Edna Hawkins 
Donald E. Bertman 
Nelson J. Grillo Sr 
Ernest and Bernida Williams 
Delano and Francye Pailin 
Leland and Debrah Johnson 
Ellerson and Ethelyn Spurlock 
James and Frances Legrand 



CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

By Daniel D. Lupini 

V cry fo\\ people in the history of the world have made a real 

difference as did Christopher Columbus. One of the greatest seamen and 

nm·igators of his time. he dated to cross over the linits of the known world 
and face the menacing oceans. Dri\·cn by the quest of searching for a ne\\' 

passage to the Orient. he ended up gi,·ing the world a more precious gift. a 

nC\\ continent called America. 

Ch ristopher Columbus \\aS born in Genoa. Italy. in 145 l. the son 

of a \\ cm er. He \\US the oldest of five children. Since he was a little boy. 

Clrnstophcr loved the sea and \\as infatuated by it. He \VOuld spend hours 

contem plati ng the ships that took off to fara,\ay places from the shores of 

hi city. an important seaport. When he got older. he learned how to handle 

oars and sails. Christopher Columbus made many voyages to the Gold 

Coast of Africa in his youth. The study of maps ru1d his 0\\11 sailing 

experie nce led him to believe that Asia could be reached by heading west 

Europeans\\ anted to be able to sail to the Indies, as Asia was called. to get 

gold. silk and spices. After being rejected by King John Tl of Portugal. 

Queen E lizabeth of Spain agreed to provide money for Columbus' ex­

pedition. and three ships sailed from Spain on August 3. 1942. 
Christopher Columbus \\as definitely one of the most courageous 

navigators of his time who. not afraid of the unknown, took a great chance 

in order to fulfill his dream. He shmved great courage by taking a direct sea 

passage \\ ithout kno'' ing ho\\ long the journey would take. He kne\\ a lot 

about the skies. the oceans. and the \\inds. He as a man of vision because. 

althrough he might not have known where he was going, he never gave up 

on his dream to reach the Indies. Even after weeks and weeks of sailing 

"ithout ru1y sight of land. he never gave up hope. Columbus was also a 

man of grct faith. who kept pra�ing to the Lord throughout his hardships. 

truly belie\ 'ing that \\ith the Lord·s help he \\Ould reach his destination. It 

\\asn ·t easy for him to convince his crew to carry on when everybody 

started to g1' e up. ft also took a lot of courage and strength to manage a 

group of people "·hose morale ,,·as going down. Just when everyone 

agreed to sail for three more days and then tum back, the island that Co­

lumbus named San Sah·::idor. in the Bahamas. \\as finally sighted. He 

called the people on the island ··rndiru1s:' believing that he had finally 

reached the Indies. Columbus gave clear directions to his men that the 

11ati,es \\ere to be treated \\ith kindness and respect 

Chnstophcr Columbus did not realize at the time the importance of 

his d 1sc0\ cr y . He had just opened up the new '"orld. North and South 

America. to the rest of the knmrn world. His arrival to the West Indies 
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Notary 
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Bouquets, Fruit Bnskets. Centerpieces 
Cuc Dried. Silk Flowers. Containers & Supplies 

3330 Route 198, Burtonwille. Mnrylond 20866 
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cNational Society of the 
©aughters of the Jflmerican <f\_el/olution 

and 
'The cNational Italian s!].merican !Pounclation 

are pleased to announce 
co-sponsorship in an 

essay Contest featuring Christopher Columbus 

Contest is open to students 
of all ethnic and racial groups in Grades 9 and 10. 

TOPIC 
1996-1997 topic is "Compare the Imp ortance of the V oyages of 
Christopher Columbus and Amerigo Ve;,pucci. " 

PRIZE 
The prize for the national winner is $1,000, paid transportation to 
Washington, DC and housing for winner and parent or guardian, all 
financed by the National Italian American Foundation. The national win­
ner nmst read the prize-winning essay at the Columbus Memorial, 
Washington, DC on Columbus Day 1997, during ceremonies conducted 
by the Washington Columbus Celebration Association. 

FORM 
Essay is to be typewritten with no more than 750 words. Essay must 
have a cover page which includes student's name, address, phone. 
school and sponsoring DAR chapter. Do not s1tbmtt a pltotograplt 
wttlt entry. 

NSDAR ADMINISTRATION OF CONTEST 
This contest will be administered by the NSDAR. Contact -

Mrs. Howard Hol brook 
P 0. Box 2623, Lynnwood, Washington 98036-2623 

(206) 743-2227 
for further information. 
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Columbus Day, 1971 
By tltr Prtndenl of th� United Stalts of Amtnca 

A Proclamation 

On C..olumbus Day, 1971. we honor once more thr memory of tM 
great c.a.ptain whasc hi.Morie voyago led to the migration of pcoplt."I to 
the New World .tnd hrought fr°'h promises of libr:rty and freedom to 
t11cOld. 

In this procnt age of epic joumc� in space, w(' can appreciate mof'(' 
thiUl ever tht: grtat achievements of Cbrl.1tophcr Columbus. An intrepid 
explorer, a 3uprcmc navigator, Lu t ahovc aJI a maTI of uruhakcahl(' faith 
and courage, this $00 of Tt:.Jy sailed in the xrvic.c: of thr Spanish crown 

on a mftion that forever broadened man's hopes and horizons. 

We take pridC' ln commemorating the vi.oUon and dctcmlination of 
Chrutophcr Columbus1 and t.arry forward hi,, spirit (If exploration .� 
part o{ our national hcri� 

In trlhulc to thr achievements of Columbw, the Congrc.<Wi of the 
United States, by joint rc.olution approved April 30, 1934 (48 Stat 
657 ), as modifird by the Act of June 28, 1968 ( 82 Stat. 250), rcque.trd 
tht PrtNdcnt to proclaim the S«Ond Monday in October of cac.h year 
a..'\ Columbus Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, Pr.,,.idcnt of the 
United State of America, do hereby dcsignatt Monday, OctoLcr 11, 
1971, as ColumLu, Day; and [ invite thc people of thi1 Nation to obscrv(' 
that da)' iJ.1 �hoots, churches, a.rid other suitable plac� with appropriat(' 
ceremonies in honor of the great cxploru. 

I a1'o direct that lh<" flag of the United Statca be d�J>laycd on all 
public building3 on the appointed da)' in memory of Christopher 
C.OlumbwJ. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have hcn·unto scr my hand, thi!\ 3 IM 
day of Augu.'\t, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy.one, 
and of the Independence of chc United States of America the one hundr('d 
ninety-sixth. 

\0 

In Honor of the 

Great Discoverer 

Christopher Columbus 

from the 

Officers and Members 

of 
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The celebrations. featl!fing Mass. ciYic ceremony. and some kind of 
cultllfaJ C\'Cnt were on Sundays to I 980. \\hen the religious C\ ent \\as held on 

Sunday and the civic cYent mo,·ed to the Monday holida:v. Sponsorship \\:JS b:v 

Amcrito (starting in 1978) and the Knights of Columbus of the Metropolitan area 
in cooperation with the Park Scn·ice. The Sunday-Monday· split of the religious 
and civic celebrations continued into the l 980s and set the pattern for the ob­

scn·ance in the 1990s. \\ ith the exception of the major cclcbratjon in 1991 

opening the year-long national K. of C. obsen«mce of the quincentena0. From 
1986 to 1988. the Knights of Columbus \\'ere the principal organi1.er. in co­

operation with the Park Service and with support of the American-Italian and 
Spanish organizations. the llalian and Spanish embassies. and in I 989 took the 
lead in establishing the Washington Columbus Celebration Association to 

sponsor the event in subsequent years. 
Columbus Day today is celebrated throughout the U S Jane M. Hatch. 

in '·The American Book of Days .
. 

(New York. 1978) g ave some glimpses of the 

status of the holiday in the late 1970s ln Wisconsin it \\'as called 

Landing Day. and in North Dakota and Indiana. DiscO \ Cf! Da:v: in 
Florida it was celebrated in conjunction with Farmers· Day. and in Alabama. 

with Fraternal Day. Ne\\' York City annuaJly fcatmed a great parade and a 
Columbus Day di1111cr. Boston's tradition included a special anniYcrsary Mass. 

wreath-laying at Columbus· statue in Louisburg Square. and a four-mile parJdc. 
Asbnu0· Park. New Jersey had an annual pageant of the 

landing. Los Angeles would Oy the Italian nag°' er citY hall. raised by 
an ltalian movie star: San Francisco would hold pageants. a waterfront cah acade 
showing eYcnts from Columbus· life. a street fair. ceremonies at the Columbus 

statue on Telegraph Hill. a banquet. and a ball. Columbus. Ohio--to \\hi ch 

Genoa presented a 20-foot-high. 7.000 statue of Columbus in 195-l--had an 
arnmal four-day celebration. complete \ \  itJ1 parade. entertainments. and fire­

\\ orks. 
Columbus Day is also currently celebrated in many other countncs. 

most commonly on October 12. the actual amtiversary of his first landfall. That 
day is called Day of tJ1e Race in Chile. Colombia. Costa Rica. and Paragua\: 

America's Disco\'ery Da) in Honduras: Dia de la Hispa1tidad in Panama: and 

Hispanit} Day or Day of Spanish Consciousness in Spajn. 

Discovery Day is <mother popular name. but places using tJ1al title olten 
obsen·e a different date more appropriate to tJ1eir O\.vll discoycry or sighting. The 

following observe Discoyery Day: the Bahama Islands (October 12). Ca:v man 
Islands (May 17). Haiti (December 5). Puerto Rico 

(October 12. also commemorating sighting of Puerto Rico on No­
vember 19. 1493 ). and St. Vincent (January 22. \\hen Columbus sighted St. 

Vincent in 1498) 
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thi: <lus pices of the National Columbus Da) Commillcc. headed b:. Mariano A. 

Lucca of Buff<ilo. who h<ld been a forceful proponent of the national holid<l:.. 

Festi\ ities commenced with a reception Saturday evening. at the 

then-Statler Hilton. for gO\crnors and members of Congress. On Sunday there 

\\as an outdoor Mass and wreatl1-laying ceremony at noon al the Columbus 

monument. and a special Columbus Day concert in the evening at Constitution 

H;ill. featuring the Nav\ Band and singers Frankie Lane and Maggie MacDon­

ald. On l\fonda:.. the ne" public holiday itself. there was a mid-day parade on 

Constitution avenue. complete with floats depicting Columbus's landing: a gala 

concert at the Kennedy Center under the honorary patronage of Mrs. Richard M. 
Ni'\on: and a ··salute to Columbus·· Victory BaJI at the Washington Hilton. 

T" o thousand som·cnir medallions depicting Columbus· landing on the 

ob' erse. and Queen Isabella on the reverse side. wiili suitable inscriptions. were 

mrnted and made available to participants of the celebration. The Washington 

Post reported with a journalistic chuckle that tJ1c American Airlines shipping 

costs coincidentall� came to exactly $1-+.921 
Interesting!� enough. wiili the ne" Monday holiday in place. the fol­

io" ing year the ··second National Christopher Columbus Day Celebration." as it 

"as called. took place on Sunda� Oct 8, rather than on the new holiday. It 

im oh'cd a HUO Mass at Holy Rosary Church: a parade to ilic statue for the ci\·ic 

ccrcmorn and wrcat h-la� ing. with remarks by Secretary of Transportation John 

A. Volpe. Supreme Knight Dr. John K. McDcvitt of ilic K of C. and Italian 

Ambassador Egidio Ortona: and a dinner and gala celebration in the evening. 

The celebration \ntS sponsored by Amcrito (an organi1ation of American/Italian 

groups) and the K. of C. in cooperation with tJ1c National Park Service. 

The 1973 celebration. billed as ·'The Third National Christopher Co­

lumbus Om Celebration.·· was held on Saturday. October 6. but followed the 

same pattern. "ith Mass at Hol) Rosary. parade to the statue and the civic 

ccrcmom (at which the Arm:. Band provided ilie music). and black tic di1rner in 

the e' cuing at the Sheraton Park Hotel. In 197.+ and 1975 tJ1c religious and civic 

celebrations continued on Sunday. under ilie sponsorship of Amcrito and the 

Knights of Columbus in cooperation with 

the Park Ser\ ice. The Holy Rosary Band provided ilie music. 

In 1976. t he U. S bicentennial year. there was a dinner-dance on 

Sunday C\Cning. but the focus of the celebration finally moved to the Monday 

holida� itself. under the sponsorship of the American Italian Bicentennial 

Commission. Inc .. and the Knights of Colwnbus. That year 

there was a special Mass at tJ1c National Shrine of the lnrn1aculate 

Con.::eption "ith Cardinal Joseph Bernardin. then president of the Catholic 

bishops. as principal celebrant and homilist. and a number of out-of-to'vrn 

bishops or Italian descent concclcbrating: a civic cercmon:--

fcaturing President Ford as a speaker and wreatl1-laycr. with music by 

th� Na\\ Band: and a ··Fest.i\al of" the Arts'' from 2 p.m . to .+ p.m. featuring 

Italian music . 

The Order Sons of lta[y in America 

Joins the Nat1on's Capital City in 

Commemorating the 

5oth Anniversary of the Discovery 

of the Americas by 

Christopher Columbus. 

October 14, 1996 

Paul S. Polo 
National President 

Philip R. Piccigallo, Ph.D. 
National Executive Director 

Founded in 1905 in New York City, 
OSIA is the oldest and largest organization 

of American men and women of Italian heritage. 

Order So11S of!ta�v in America, 219 /:,'St, NE, Washington, D. C 20002 
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lumbus Day a state holiday. Congress mo,·ed to gi\'c it national prominence 
Although it was not the first presidential Columbus Day proclamation. Franklin 
Roosevelt's 193.+ proclamation was the first of such annual actions by the 
president in compliance with a joint resolution of the Senate and House passed 
on April 30 of that year. By it Congress authori1.ed and requested the president 
to '"issue a proclamation designating October 12 of each year as Columbus Day .. 
and calling for displaying the flag on all go\'ernment b uildi11gs and inviting the 
people to obscf\'c t.l1c day with appropriate ceremonies. 

It is bclic\'ed t.l1at each year since the erection of the monument at 
Union Station in 1912. there had been such appropriate ceremonies at that 
location. Certainly. there were such ceremonies in l 9:H. as attested by the 
records of the Lido Club. 

On October 12. 1963 following the ciYic ceremony in Columbus Pla;:a. 
! 50 persons of Italian descent >>ere invited to a Rose Garden party and White 

House reception. From this group was born the moYcmcnt to make Columbus 
Day a federally-recognized holiday. A National Columbus Day Committee" as 
formed. It sponsored the 1966 celebration. when Senator John Pastore "as 
principal speaker and music was provided by the Marine Band. 

The official Senate Report No. 1293 of June 21. l 968 noted iliat ··A 

large munber of proposals to establish Columbus Day as a national holiday 
were .. .introduced in past sessions of Congress .

.
. mid public hearings were held 

by appropriate subcommittees of the Senate in August. 196.+. and of the House 
in October. 1967. S.108. rnaking Colwnbus Da:- a legal holiday. was farnrably 
acted on by the Senate on August 15. 196.+. H.R.1595 l made refinements to the 

Monday observance of Federal holidays. and Public Law 90-363 was later 
passed by the House on April.+. 1968 and by the Senate on June 21 of that y car. 
This was the '"Monday Holiday Law ..

. 
\>hich. among oilier things. added Co­

lumbus Day to the list of federal 
.
. public holidays." to be observed on the second 

Monday of each October). The effccti,·e date of the new law was Jamtal) I. I 971. 

··rn recommending the observance of Columbus Da:- :· the report said. 
.. it is the committee's judgment that such a holiday would be. as has been 
suggested by Rcpresentati\'c Rodino. ·an annual reaffirmation by t.hc American 
people of ilicir faith in the future. a declaration of "illingncss to face "it.11 
confidence the imponderables of unknown tomorrow.' lt is also the committee's 

judgment that the observance of Columbus Day is an appropriate means of 
recognizing the United States as a ·nation of immjgrants·--as we were described 
by the late President Kcm1cdy. By commemorating the voyage of Columbus to 
the New World. we would be honoring the courage and determination which 
enabled generation after generation of immigrants from eYcry nation to broaden 

their horizons in search of new hopes and a renewed affirmation of freedom ·· 
There was a Colwnbus Day ceremony at the White House in 1970. and 

in 1971 when Columbus Day was f irst observed as a federal holida:- and 
transferred to a Monday·. there was a three-day weekend celebration in Wash­
ington. billed as ·'The First National Columbus Day Cclcbralion. ·· It was under 
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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY: 

COLUMBUS DAY AS A FEDERAL HOLIDAY 

By Dr. Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D. 

Twenty-five years ago this year Columbus Day was first celebrated as 

a federal ··public holiday.'" Technically. there is no such thing as a "national 

holiday·· in the U S .. since each state establishes its own. However. the Federal 

GO\ ernmcnt establishes holidays for its jurisdictions and employees. and the 

states usually follow its lead. 

The Columbus Da)· story goes back many years . The first known 

celebration of Columbus Day in the U.S. took place just sixteen years after 

America declared independence. On October 12, 1792. the New York Society 

of Tammany. k.110\\ n also as tl1c Columbian Order. celebrated the third ccntena1} 

of Columbus· first landfall in the New World with a dinner and elaborate 

ceremonies. Probably the first memorial to C olumbus in the U.S was the 

temporary monwncnt at its headquarters . The first permanent monument to him 

in the U.S. w::is erected in 1810 in Baltimore by one of Lafayette's fonner 

officers who settled there. 

Qycr eight)· years later. in connection with the four hundredth anni­

\ ersary in l 892. President Benjamin Harrison issued a proclamation urging 

eiti1.cn participation in commemorative sc1viccs, and the organization of pro­

grams by schools. There were many local observances. but the centerpiece of the 

national celebration ''as the Columbian exposition in Chicago. which opened 

belated!) in 1891. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was written in honor of 

Columbus Da) on the -HlOth anniversary. The first U.S. commemorative coins 

and stamps were also issued in connection \Vith the event. 

In I 905. the goycrnor of Colorado issued a Columbus Day proclama­

tion and in 1909 signed legislation passed without opposition making Columbus 

Day a state holida). Before the year was out. ten states. mainly the larger ones. 

had followed suit. and within a decade two-thirds of the states. in all  parts of the 

country. had done so. 

Simultaneous!) with the movement to make Columbus Day state 

holidays \\aS the dri\'c to erect a national monument in the nation ·s capital. in 

both of'' hich the Knights of Columbus played a \'Cry actiYc role. (There were 

already monuments to Columbus in other cities in addition to Baltimore. such as 

Philadelphia. Boston. and Columbus. Ohio ) The latter driYc bore frnit when 

President Taft on March -1. 1910 signed a bill introduced in the House in 1907 

cal li11g for the erection of such a monument. A scant two y cars later. on June 8. 

1912. tJ1c um ciiing took place. 

Twcnty-fiYc years after the Colorado legislature acted to make Co-
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BY TBE l'RESIDE�T 01'' THE t'NlTEI> STATES Oli" AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS Public IlesoluLion 21, Seventy-third Congress, ap­proved April 30, 1931, provides: 
"That the President of the lJnitAJd Stares is authorized and re­

quested to issue a proclamation designating October 12 of each year 
as Columbus Day and calling upon officials of the Government to display the fl� of the United Statoo on all Government buildings on said date and mviting the people of the United States to observe the 
day in schools and churches, or other suitable places, with appropriate ceremonies expressive of the public sentiment befitting the anniver­sary of the discove!'Y of America."; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Presi­
dent of the United States of America, under and by virtue of the authority vested in me by tho aforesaid _public resolution, do by this proclamation designate October 12 of eaeh_year as Columbus Day and do direct that on that de.r the flag of the United States be displayed 
on all Government buildings; and, further, I do invite the people of the UnitAld Staws to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies in schools and chu.rohes, or other suitable places. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOFJ. I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United :States t.-0 be affixed. 
DONE at the City of Washing�n this 30lll day of September, in the year of our Lord mneteen hundred and thirty-fo11r, fe!!:.uJ and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the one hundred and fifty-ninth. 

By the President: 
CORDELL Huu. 

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT 

Secretary of State. 

{No. 2101] 
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CHRONOLOGY 
OF THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

1451 Born in Genoa, Italy, the son of Susanna and Domenico 
Columbo, a Ligurian weaver and one of the keepers of the 
city's gates (Queen Isabella was born this same year) 

1465 First sea voyages to Corsica 

14 77 Sails to England, Iceland and possibly near the Artie Circle 

1479 Marries Felipa Moniz Perestrello living in Porto Santo 

1480 Son Diego is born 

1484 

1485 
1486 
1488 
1492 

Columbus approaches King John II of Portugal with plan for 
expedition to seek lands to the west via a sea route; Columbus 
and Diego arrive in Palos, Spain going to the Franciscan 
Monastery La Rabida to discuss sponsorship of expedition 
westward on the sea 

Don Felipa Perestrello dies 

Meets King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella for the first time 

Son Fernando born of union with Beatriz Enriquez de Arana 

King and Queen of Spain sign the Santa Fe document defining 
Columbus' proposed expedition, April 1 7; King and Queen 
decree citizens of Palos will be crew members for voyage, 
May 23; Mass held for Columbus and crew at Church of St 
George, Martyr in Palos at 12 Noon on August 2; embarks 
from Palos De La Frontera on August 2 with three caravels 
(Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria) and ninety men; Landfall 
sighted at 2:00 a.m. on October 12; Columbus goes ashore 
claiming land for Spain giving it the name San Salvador; 
leaves 39 men at settlement of Navidad. 

1493 Returns to Palos on March 15 and receives a special audience at 
the Spanish count in Barcelona; second voyage leaves Cadiz 
with 17 ships and 1000 crewmen on September 25 

1494 

1496 
1498 

1500 

1502 

1504 

1506 

Columbus has life threatening illness on arrival at New World 
Capital - Isabella - September through February. 

Returns to Cadiz on June t 1 
Leaves Sanlucar on this third expedition with six caravels on 
May 30 
Arrives back at Cadiz in chains resulting from accusations of 
injudicious governing of natives of Haiti - soon freed; goes to 
Carthusian monastery La Cartuja in Seville where he draws 
maps of the new lands to the west having an idea that they 
are a barrier in front of Asia 

Departs Seville on fourth voyage with four ships on April 3; 
son Fernando keeps ship's log; travels as far as Panama 

Arrives at Sanlucar on November 7; Queen Isabella dies on 
November 26 
Christopher Columbus dies at Valladolid, Spain on May 20; 
buried m the Franciscan Monastery of Valladolid 
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Daniel Burnlrnm, who lksigned Union S1:1tion. w:1s the 111ajor ;11·cl1itcl'l 1>!' 

the I X92- I X93 World's Columbian Expl1sition in Chic1go . Burnh:1m's ,m:hi­
tccture was so well received in Chicago tl1al it h1u11ched the "City lk:1utiful" 
mowrrn;nt, to transform rrnijor cities, especially our nation's capital into :1 
series of wcll- landsc;1ped neo-classical palaces, expressing co11fidence i11 our· 
Republic during the I X90 rxriod 13urnham's Columbus Fountain and 
T;1ft's Columbus 'statue wen; intlucnced in part by h·edcrick M:1cMonnics 
fountain al the World's Columbian Exhibition. In recent years Union St<1-
ti1>n has been rejuvenated as a lively commereial space while still serving as a 
train lenninal. As a major artistic remnant of the Exposition. the statue, 
fountain and edifice rightly serve as the focal point for the annual Columbus 
Day Celebration. 

Throughout the years there have been 
many fraternal, civic and cultur;1l or­
ganiLations who have provided the 
leadership for the ceremo ny each year. 
The appearances of the U.S. Military 
Hon or Guard, the service bands, and 
the Knights of Columbus Color Corps, 
add to the p:-igcantry. Addresses by 
national and international dignitaries , • 

members of t he diplomatic corps, cspe­
cia lly representing Spain, Italy and the 
Bahamas, Organization of American 
States, have added interest lo the o<.:ca­
sion; <tnd along with the audience all 
have joined in the festivities. In an ef­
fort to perpetuate <t more unified event, 
in 1989 the Washington Columbus 
Celebration Associ:llion (WCCA) was 
formed and in co-spnnsorship with the 
N21tional P<:1rk ServiL:c, US. Depart­
ment of the Interior, plans the yearly 
t:eremony whid1 is open lo the public free of charge. In additio11 to tile high­
lights of the program a lready described in this history, the ceremony closes 
with wreath presentations representing many national and local fraternal, 
civic, patriotic and cultural societies. 
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CELEBRATING CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL 

In the yea rs ro 11owi ng t hc grca t 

quadriccntcnnial (400th anniversary) 
celehra t ion in I 892 or the achievements 
<rnd discoveries or Christorhcr Colum­
hus, an effort was l<tunched hy the 
Knights of Columhus lo establish a 
nwnumcnt lo the great discoverer. 
The U.S. Congress passed a law which 
mandated a Colu mbus Memorial in -����-:if:;::;j§� 
the nation's capital and arrrnpriatcd ' 
SI00,000 lo cover the construction 
costs. A commission was established �i--�-.:HI. 
comroscd of the sccrct�1rics or State 
and War, tbc chairmen or the House 
and Senate C ommitlees on l he Lihr�1 ry 
or Congress, and the Su premc Knight 
or the Knights or Columbus. With the 
newly completed Union Railroad St<l­
tion in 1907, plans rocused toward lo­
cating the memorial on the rh11.�1 in 
front of this grc<tt cdific1.:. 

Arter a series or comr1.:titions, sculptor Lorado Z. T<lrt of Chicago was 
awarded the contract . His rlan envisioned what you sec this day, a monu­
ment cons\ ructcd or Georgia marhlc; a scmi-circu la r fount a in sixty-six feet 
hroad and rorty- Cour fed deer and in the center, a rylon crowned with a 
globe supported by rour eagles connected by g arland. A fifteen root statue 
of Columbus, facing the U. S. Capitol and wrapped in a medieval mantle, 
stands in front of the pylon in the how of a ship witli its prow extending into 
the upper basin of the fountain terminating with a winged f1gurd1ci-ld rqxc­
scnting democracy. Flanking Columbus arc two seated, allegorical figures: 
To his left representing the Old World is a patriarchal figure resting his arms 
upon a shield and grasping a crumpled map while to his right representing 
the New World is a pre-Columbian figure (A.mcrican Indian) crouching be­
hind his rude shield reaching for an arrow. On thc rear of the large pylon is 
a double medallion picturing the Spanish morn1rd1s King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella. Set at the extremes of the axis of the balustrade arc 

couchant lions. Three Lowering nagpolcs Oank bchind the monument rcprc­
scnting the historic shirs of 1492 the Nina, the Pinln and the S:1nli1 Miirin. 
Classic-columned lampposts in front or Union Station feature replicas of 
ships on their cross-axis ncar the base mounts. The dedication of the majes­

tic tribute Lo Columbus occurred on .lune 8, 1912 with many thousands al­
tcnding. It was the prelude lo and the focal poin l for the annual Columbus 
Day celebrations since. 
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The Front Cover 

The dedication of the Columbus Memorial in the nation's 
capital on June 8, J l) 12, is said to have been the largest 
celebration in Washington since the victory celebration 
following the Civil War. As part of the three day celebration, 
the Knights of Columbus sponsored a banquet with 1,200 

guests in attendance, including many notables, on the evening 
of the unveiling. 

In recognition of the centennial of the establishment of the 
Knights of Columbus in the national capital area, our front 
cover is a full color reproduction the cover of the banquet 
program. The photograph was sunplied by the Knights or 
Columbus Headquarters Museum in New Haven, Connecticut 
with authority for its reproduction. The words at the bottom 
of the banquet program cover are taken from the ode to 
Columbus sung by Knights on suitable occasions. The 
complete words are given below: 

Sing ye his praises loud and long, 
And let the unenlightened know, 
In ev'ry echo or your song, 
The great deeds done, tho' long ago, 
By Columbus of the valiant soul, 
Who first old Neptune has control, 
Despite of envy, intrigue, gold, 
In the dim past of long ago. 

With vessels three o'er stormy sea, 
He.thrilled the world or long ago, 
While wisdom linked with destiny, 
In justice scales its weight did throw. 
We are his heirs; we wear his name; 
We boast his deeds; we spread his fame; 
Our Order is the shining !lame, 
That lights the gloom of long ago. 

,, 

Co/11111b11s wuh an as1rolabe. Fro111 Thevet's Portraits, 1 584. 

1:0!\1 MEMORAT ING THE PJV E ITUN DRE D T I ! A NNTVERS/\ RY 

SINCE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS COMPLETED 

IJrS SECOND VOYAGE TO TilE "NEW WORLD" RETURNTNG 

TO CADT 7,  ON JUNE 1 I, 1496. 

AMONG TIIE MEMBERS Of lllS CREW WAS 

PONCE DE LEON WHO WOULD LATER BECOME A 

RECOGNT7,ED EXPLORER fN ms OWN RIGllT. 

DR. AND MRS. DAVTD R. CURP!\1/\N 
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