




Application for Membership 
in the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 

The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of Columbus and his historic 
achievements in linking the Old World and the New, but also the higher values that 
motivated and sustained him in his efforts and his trials . Those virtues-- faith in 
God, the courage of his convictions, dedication to purpose, perseverance in effort, 
professional excellence, and boldness in facing the unknown--are as needed 
today and in the future. 

The Association invites individuals and organizations who identify with our purpos
es to join with us by filling out the appl ication below and sending it to the address 
given. Membership includes a gold-plated membership pin , a personal colorful 
certificate with a beribboned seal , su itable for framing , an invitation to the annual 
meeting with the right to vote, minutes, newsletters, and your name listed in the 
program publ ished for the annual celebration. National Patrons will be listed in the 
annual program book and will be sent a copy of the program books upon request. 
For additional information call : 

John Moore at 301-572-5181 or J.P. McCusker at 703-361-6778 

Annual dues (please check the appropriate box): 

o Organizational member; business, professional , 
nonprofit, patriotic, or fraternal. .............. ... .... $75.00 

o Individual member .. ...... ........ .......... ............. .. .. .. ... $25.00 

0 National patron .... ........ ................. .... .. ... ... ....... ..... $10.00 

Please PRINT name exactly as you wish it to appear on the certificate: 

Name ________________________________________________ __ 

Address ______________________________________________ __ 

City _______________________ State ____ Zip ____________ _ 

Telephone ___________________ E-mail ____________________ __ 

Please fill out the application, cut or tear along the right side (you may wish to 
make a copy rather than cutting your program book), and send with your check 
made payable to "NCCA" to: 

National Columbus Celebration Association 
5034 Wisconsin Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-4125 
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THE NATION'S CAPITAL 
CELEBRATES 

517 YEARS OF DISCOVERY 

HONORING THE GREAT 
DISCOVERER 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

MONDAY OCTOBER 12, 2009 

THE COLUMBUS MEMORIAL 
COLUMBUS PLAZA UNION STATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SPONSORED BY THE 
NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

IN COORDINATION WITH THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 



CELEBRATING CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS IN THE 
NATION'S CAPITAL 

The Site 

In th e years fo llow in g the grea t 1892 quadri centennial (400'10 
anni versary) celebration of the achievements and di scoveries of Christopher 
Colum bus, an effort was launched by the Kni ghts of Colum bus to es tabli sh a 
monument in the nati on's capital to thc great di scoverer. A t their urging, the 
U. S. Congress passed a law which mandated a Columbus Memori al in the 
nation's capital, and appropri ated $ 100,000 to o---~------:-:;.--
cover the construction costs. A commiss ion 
was establ ished composed of the secretari es of 
State and War, the chairmen of the House and 
Senate Com m i llees on the L i brary of Con
gress, and the Supreme Kni ght of the Kn ights 
of Colum bus. With the new Union Stati on rail 
terminal completed in 1907, plans focused on 
pUlling the memori al in the plaza in front of 
thi s great cd i fi ce. 

A rter a seri es of competit ions, scul ptor 
Lorado Z. Tart of Chicago was com miss ioned. 
His plan envisioned what you sec thi s day, a 
mon ument constructed of Georgia marble; a 
semicircular fountain sixty-six feet broad and 
forty-four feet decp, and in the cen ter a py lon 
crowned with a globe supported by four eagles 
connec ted by a ga rl and. A f ifteen-foot statue of Colum bus, fac ing the U. S. 
Capitol and wrapped in a medieval man ti c, stands in front of the py lon in the bow 
of a sh ip with its prow extending into the upper bas in of the fountain and tenni 
na ting with a winged figurehead representing democracy. Flanking Columbus arc 
two seated, all egori ca l fi gu res: to hi s lert, representing the Old Worl d, is a patri
archal fi gure resting hi s anns upon a shield and grasping a crum pled map, while 
to hi s ri ght, representing the New Worl d, is a pre-Colum bian fi gure (Ameri can 
Indian) crouching behind hi s crude shield and reaching for an arrow. On the rear 
of the large pylon is a double medalli on pi cturing the Spani sh monarchs K ing 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabell a. Set at the ex tremes o f the ax is of the balustrade 
are couchan t li ons. T hree towering fl agpoles ri se behind the monument represent
ing the hi stori c ships of 1492, the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa M ari a. Classic
co lumned lampposts in fron t of Union Stati on fea ture replicas of shi ps on their 
cross-axis nea r the base mounts. 
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AMANOi\S 
AQQANGEMENTS 

301-384-4620 
3330 Route 198 

Burtonsville , Maryland 20866 

Full Service Florist 
Fruit Baskets & Balloons 

Custom Arrangements • Wreaths 
Delivery & Wire Services 

~ ~~--------------------------~ 

COUNTRY 
NURSERY 

3330 Route 198 
Burtonsville, MD 20866 

301-421-9693 
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BOB GRILL 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR, INC. 

E STABLISHED 1969 
D ESIGN BUILD, 8 PE IAU ZING IN 

RESIDENTIAL ADDITIONS & N EW COMMERCIAL C ONSTRUCrION 

QUALI1Y W ORK, GUARANTEED 

Bathroom R mod ling, Interior Renovation 
Exterior Improvements, Structural Repairs, Underpinning 

New Build ing, Industrial Warehouses, Churches 

301-577-7768 or 301-577-8955 
Free Estimates, Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

MH IC#5959 
www.bobgrill.com 

W.B. MASKE 
SHEET METAL WORKS, INC. 

Since J935 

AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING • ROOFING 
(301) 917-2412 
www.wbmaske.com 

BLADENSBURG, MARYLAND 
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Daniel Burnham, who designed Union Station, had been the major <U'chi 
tect of the 1892-1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago. Burnham's 
(U'chitecture was so well received in Chi cago that it launched tl1c"Cit y Beautiful" 
movcment , to transform maj or cities, especially our nati on's capita l, into a se ries 
of well -landscaped neo-e1assical placcs, exprcssing confidence in our Republic 
during the 1890 period. Burnham 's Columbus Fountain ~Uld Taft 's Columhus stat
ue wcrc inlluenccd in p<ut by Frederick MacMonni es' fountain at the World 's 
Columbian E xhibitionThe dedication of tl1e tribute to Columbus took place on 
Junc 8,1912 in the prcsence of Presidcnt Taft and accomp,:mi ed by <Ul elaborate 
tluee-day celebration org<:Uli zed by the Knights of Columbus t.hat brought 20,000 
Knight s and thcir f(Unilics to thc capita l, it was reportcd. Thus began tl1C alUllIal 

Columbus Day celebrati ons at thc site. 

The Ceremony 
Tlu-oughout t.he years fratcrnal , civic (u1d cultural organiza ti ons prov ided 

leadcrship fo r <Ul annual ceremony. For some YC(U's now, in collabora ti on with the 
Na ti onal Park Service, which has responsibility for the site, the ceremony has 
been org<:Uli zed each year by tlle National Columbus Celcbra ti on Association 
(NCCA), establi shed in 1989 to plan tl1C celebra tion in the Q uincentenary ,md 
subsequent years. Appemances of the U.S. l\I1ilit(U·y Honor GU(U'd , the service 
b<:Ulds, (Uld tl1e Knights of Columbus Color COlp S add to the pagecUltry. Read ing 
of the annual Presidenti al Proclamati on, addresses by members of the diplo mat
ic corps - especial ly from Spai n, Italy, the Bah (ull as, and tl1e O rgani zati on of 
!\.meri e<U1 States - the awarding of a nati onal essay contest prize <U1d readi ng of 
the essay by tlle winner, (u1d wreath-laying by embass ies and I11cUlY fra ternal <Uld 
patriotic g roups, both national and local, give interes t and color to the occasion, 
which brings in many attendees from other pmt s of the country each year. 'The 
event is open to the publi c free of charge. 

This booklet has been prep<u'ed <U1d is provided by t.he Nat.iona l Columbus 
Celebrati on Association, which expresses appreciati on to the National Park for it s 

collaboration in sponsoring thi s event. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
IN THE LIF E OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

jr;.y 

(RelevClIll COli temporary evellls are sho\llll ill italics; 
some ill1portallt reeurrelll New World loeatiolls are showlI ill bolc((aee ital ics.) 

1451 - Chri stopher Columbus is born in Genoa, lt1tl y, the son or S usanna and 
Domeni co Colum bus, a Lig uri an weaver and one of the keepers of the cit y' s 
gates. (Q ueen Isabell a and Amerigo Vespueei me both born thi s sam e year) . 
1453 - Turks capture Constantinople. kill the Emperor and the thousand-year-old 
Byzantine Empire ends . 
J465 - Colum bus's first sea voyage to Corsica. 

1468 - Gutenberg dies . 1470 - Portuguese disco ver West Af rican Gold Coasl. 
1473 - Copernicus is born . 1475 - Michelangelo is born . 
J477 - Columbus has moved from Genoa to Lisbon; sai ls to E ngl<Uld, Ircland , 
leehUld a nd possibly ncar the A rc ti c Circle . 
1478 - St. Thomas More is born in England. 
1479 - Columbus mmTies Fclipa Moniz Peres trello of Porto Santo in the Maderi a 
I s l ~Uld s. 'rhe lUli on gives Co lLUnbus a son and heir, D iego. 
1483 - Martill Luther is bol'll . 

148 1 - Columbus approaches King .101m II of Portugal w ith a pl an for an expedi 
ti on to seck I<Ulds to the wes t via a sea route; Co lLUnbus and D iego a rri ve in P<tlos, 
Spain (going to the I ;rmle iscan Monastery La Ra bida, ncar Palos) to di sell ss spon
sOl'ship of cxpeditio n wcstwm'd on the "Oeem1 Sea ." 
1485 - Felipa Pcrestrcl lo di es. 

1488 - SOil i-'ermUldo (1 ;e rdinand) is born of uni on with BeatTiz E nriq ucz. 
1488 - Bartholomew Diaz rounds Cape 0/ Good Hope. 1492 - Spanish take 
Grallada. eliding Ihe Moorish kingdom ill Spain alld consolidating the mOllarchy 
o/ Ferdinm(d o./ Aragon and Isabella o/ Caslile . Jews expelled.J1'o /J'l Spain. 
J492 - April 17: Kjng mId Q ucen o f Spain s ig n tlle S,mta Fe doeumcnt dcfinjng 
Co lum bus's proposed expedition. 

1492 - May 23: King <Uld Q uee n decree c itizens of p[tlos will bc c re w members. 
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cgegt CWigheg ~/1O[iVl 

The Rotary Club of Bladensburg 

98th CoQ(J~b(Jg COay 

CeQebnotion 
John C. Moore. Charter Member - 1959 

THE ROTARY 4-WAY TEST 

1. Is it the Truth? 
2. Is it Fair to all concerned? 
3. Will it build Goodwill and Better Friendships? 
4. Will it be Beneficial to all concerned? 

Meets every Thursday at 12: 15 p. m. 
The Country Club at Woodmore, Mitchellville, Maryland 

Gino Marinucci , CPA 
Gino@MarinucciCPA.com 

Gino Marinucci C.P.A., P.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 

11303 Amherst Ave, Suite 3 
Wheaton, MD 20902 
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Prince George's Council 2809 
Congratulates 

The National 
Columbus Celebration Association 

98TH ANNUAL COLUMBUS DAY CEREMONIES 

October 12, 2009 

Archbishop Michael J. Curley 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Archdiocese of Washington, 

Assembly No., 383 

49 Years of Proud Service 

'Best Wishes 
Order of St, Constantine 

Exarchate of the USA 

Andrew M. Johnson, Exarch 

1200 South Monroe Srreer • Arlingron, VA 22204 

703-892-4247 • amjohnson@j ullo.com 
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First Voyage: Discovel'Y of the New Wodd 
(Bahamas, Cuba, and Hispaniola), 1492-1493 

1492 - August 2: Mass held for Columbus and crew at Church of SI. George, 
Martyr, in Palos at noon; Columbus embarks rrom Palos de la Frontera that day 
with three caravels (Nii1a, Pinta, and Santa Maria) and 90 men. 
1492 - October 12: Arter 33 days crossing the Atlantic, land is sighted at 2 a.m., 
and at dawn Columbus lands on the island or Guanahani in the Bahamas archi
pelago. On October 27 at ni ghtrall the shore of Cuba is sighted, and on Decem
ber 6 the three vessels reach the western end of the island of Hispaniola, contain
ing the modern Dominican Republic and Haiti. 
1492 - December 24: The Santa Maria runs aground on the north coast of 
Hispaniola. A fort and tower arc constructed and 39 or 40 men len behind in the 
first settlement, named La Navidad because of the day of the accident. Columbus 
and the rest leave in the Nii1a to rejoin the Pinta and return to Spain. 
1493 - March 15: Columbus returns to Palos and receives a special audiencc at 
the Spani sh court in Barcelona. 
1493 - May 4: Pope Alexander VI establishes a line o./demarcalion dividing the 
New World between Spain and Portugal: it will be revised Jutle 28. 

Second Voyage: Colonization of Hispaniola and Exploration 
of Southern Coasts of Cuba, Jamaica, and Hispaniola, 1493-1496 

1493 - September 25: Second voyage leaves Cadiz with 17 ships and 1200- 1500 
coloni sts, i nci udi ng 200 vo l unteers not on salary from Spai n, youngest brother 
Diego (G iacomo, or .lames, not to be confused with hi s son of the same name, 
who, with his other son Ferdinand, would become a page at court early in 1494), 
and five reli gious with the mission of evangelization. 
1493 - November 2: Columbus's second expedi tion arrives in the Indies on a 
Sunday, and he names the landfall island Domi niea. 
1493 - November 27: Arter sailing up the Leeward Islands, through the Virgin 
Islands, along the south shore of Puerto Rico, and then along the north coast of 
Hispaniola, the expedition arrives at La Navidad. T hey find the colonists dead, 
the town and surrounding villages burned to the ground in vicious retaliati on for 
reported mistreatment of the Indians by the garri son. Columbus treats kindly the 
local chief of this northwest part of Hispaniola, his earlier friend Guaeanagari , 
who (apparently ri ghtl y) blames the attack on another cacique (or the north cen
tral part of the island), Caonab6. On Decembel' 8 the expedition leaves, heading 
eastward. Later that month, Columbus is sick, until mid-March. 
1494 - January 2: In a solemn ceremony a new se ttlement is establ ished about 
seventy miles east of La Navidall. It is named IsabeLLa to honor the queen, and 
planned to be a grand capital city. Established to be within reach of reported gold 
mines, it is otherwise poorly sited ncar a river that fl ooded and a mi asmic marsh, 
and will last only a couple of years. 
1494 - January 6: On the Feast or the Epiphany all attend the first Mass known 
to be orrered on the soil or the Western Hemisphere, celebrated by Fray Buyl who 
heads the religious contingent. Arterwards, a party or 2 captains and 15-30 men 
and Indian guides set out to find the mines, in an area several dozen miles 
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dislant, relUrning on Janum'Y 29 with some gold in hand. Several hundred men 
take sick by the end of January, and soon half the popul ati on are laid low. 
Columbus himsclf will bc siek again in April for eight days. 
1494 - Februm-y 2: With provi sions spoil cd by rain and humidity, Columbus 
orders twe lve ships back to Spain under Antoni o de Torres, hi s second in com
mand. with a request that three or four be returned with food. medicines. cloth
ing, work animals, and 100 miners. 
1494 - March: Columbus leads a party of 500 men to the area of the mines and 
erects a 1'0 1'1 , nami ng it Santo Tomas. After returning to Isabella he learns that the 
nati ve King Caonab6 plans to attack the fort. Columbus sends 400 men to deter 
the Indians, and a small amount of bl oodshed results. A t Isabella in this period 
there is much dissension, and even rebellion . Unfortunately the co lony had been 
SCi up by the crow n with a fragmentation of the authority Columbus had on the 
firsl voyage. He has to arrest the comptroller, who had schemed to make ofT with 
several ships and a load of gold ; to threaten to withhold rations from workers who 
don' t work; and to deal with the hidal gos who refuse to do manual labor (required 
due to the general sickness) and resent orders from thi s foreigner. 
1494 - April 25: Leav ing hi s brother D iego in eharge, Columbus takes an expe
diti on to explore neighboring lands. He visits Cuba, thinking it a peninsula, and, 
for the first time, Jamaica, and will be gone fi ve months. 
1494 - June 7: Treaty of TordesiLlas between Spain and Portugal moves the 
Pope s· 1493 line of demarcation 600 miles west. foLLowing Columbus '.I' sugges -
lion before he left Spain that the Pope's original specifications be treated as 
guideli lies for ./ilrther negotiations. 
1494 - June: During the Admiral 's absence, hi s dearest brother, Bartholomew 
arriv es at/sabella with three carave ls and suppli es, j oining brother Diego there. 
During the Admiral 's prolonged absence, there is a rebellion of Indians because 
of the behavior of Margarit , commander of the fort at San Tomas. Summoned by 
Bartholomew to ex plain hi s conduct , the quick-tempered Margarit grabs the 
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'lmmacu(ate Concption Shrine Counci[ 
1fo. 4944, mistrict of Co(umbia 

Encourages Continued Sponsorship of the Annual Columbus D ay Celebmtion 
by the National Columbus Celebration A,Uociation 

in Cooperation with the US. Park Serv ice, Capital R egion 

Council Officers 
Chaplain 
G rand Knight 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Chancellor 
Recorder 
F inancial Secretary 
Treasurer 
Advocate 
Warden 
Guards 

Trustees 

Program Director 
Membership Director 

Open 
Thomas L. Jones 
Joseph L. Buwser 
Virgil D. Lofty 
James E . Brightful 
Freddie T. Johnson 
Leonard J . W ashington 
Arthur H . Robinson 
Benjamin M cCall 
Carroll F. Thomas 
Reginald A. Tobias 
Vincent T. Contec 
Edward M onroe 
Edward Lyles 
Ronald Craig 
Benjamin M cCall 

Xni8ht5 oj Co[umbu5 

Our Lady ojVictory Counci[ #11487 
mistrict of Co(umbia 

• Con8ratu(ations and 'Best Wishes 
~or a Most Succesifu( 

Co(umbus may Cerebration 

Council Officers 2008-2009 

Chaplain . Rev. David Werning 

Grand Knight. James E. Lonergan 
Deputy Grand Knight. Thomas M. Strike 
Chencellor. Nelson M. Morris 
Recorder. Darrin P. Sobin 
Treasurer, Brian M. Dusek 
Advocate. Stephen C. Schott 

Warden. Patrick A. Burke 

Inside Guard . Fred Rosario 
Outside Guard. Michael P. Nagle 
Trustee. Robert E. Mittendorf . IPGK 
Trustee. Malcolm Hollensteiner. PGK 
Trustee. Lawrence E. Laurion. Jr. 

Financial Secretary. Adam Shirvinski 
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JAMES CARDINAL HICKEY 
PRINCE OFTHE CHURCH ASSEMBLY 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
NO. 2534 

of the 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

OFFERS BEST WISHES FOR THE 
2009 COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION 

Cardinal Hickey Prince of the Church Officers 

Fajthful Frim' ..... .. . . ... SK Rev. Fr. Gregory R. Sahunone, Or. 
hlithful Nav igator .... SK Rjehard P. Branson, FN, FDD 
Faithful Captain .... . ...... SK Nicholas Seopellite, Lt. Col. USA 
Faithful Admjral .. SK Anthony I. Colbert, PSD, I'DD, PGK 
I'a ithful Pilot ... SK Peter A. Gabauer, Jr., FDD, PGK 
Faithful Purser . . . ...... SK Otto I-Ieek 
I;aithful Scribe . . 
hlithful ]nner Sentincl . 
I ;aithful Outer Sentinel 
Faithful Trustee- :1 YR 
Faithful TllIstee -1 YR 
r;a ithful Trustee -2 YR 
Color Corp Commander 

. SK TimotllY M. Saeeoecia, FDD 
. . . . SK .Jack .I. Heretik 

.SK Adam .J. Sclunidt 
...... SK Julius D. Jackson 

.. SK Peter Gervais, [PSD, PGK 

.. SK Charles 1.1. Gallina, PSD, PGK-C 
... SK Virgil S. WillimllS 

Cardinal .Imnes Ilickey P rince of the Church Assembl y 
is the llome Assembl y of 

Most Rev. Donald W. Wuerl 
Archbishop Archdiocese of Washington 

Supreme Kni ght Carl A. Anderson , PSD, PGK 

George I-lanna , PSD, PFN, PGK, 

Vice President of Frate rnal Services, Supreme Offi ce 

Col. ChaJ-Jes 1-1 . Gallina , USMC-Ret., FDD,PGK-C, PFN-C, PSD 

Supreme Special Assis tmll for Militm'y Affajrs 

'rhe Assembly meets on the 3«1 Monday of each month 
in the Parish Hall of S t. Dominic - 630 E St. SW 
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three ships Oartholomew had brought <Uld, before the return of the Admiral, 
leaves for Spain with the aggressive Fray Buyl (who thought Columbus should 
have been tougher on tlle Indi <:Uls), arriving in November to spread more nega
tive mId sl<U1de rous reports on Columbus. On Hjspanjola some of Mm'garit's men 
and disalleetcd colonists run rampcUlt on tlle island witll li centiousness and bru
tality toward tlle natjves, witll responses from thc Indians aJld countcr responses. 
1494 - June 13: MecUlwhile, away exploring the soutllem coast of Cuba , the 
Admiral is convinced it is pm"! of the Asian majnlmld. lIe turns baek withjn a few 
mil es of the western tjp of the islcUld, and hi s extended indirect return to Isabella 
invol ves more explorations-including the southern coast of Jamaica and of 
I Iispaniola. At the sit e of tlle futme Santo Domingo he di spatches a land part y of 
njne men to cross Hispaniola by way of S,m Tomas to Isabella) which thcy do 
while he takes the sea route around the eastern end of the ishUld . On thi s return 
trip Columbus becomes very seriollsly ill. 
1494 - Septembe.· 29: The Admiral' s expeditjon arrives back at Isabella ,md he 
has to be carried ashore sick , and is in bed for weeks. 'fhe three Columbus broth
ers are now rcunjted, and t.he ill Chri stopher appoints Bartholomew his deputy 
and as Adelantado (equivalent to a provincia] governor) , an honor to tJus ltalicUl 
that is much rcsented by the SpcUlim·ds. Along Witll a fri endly letter from the sov
ereigns, Bartholommew had brought news that mcUly negative reports had been 
sent to Spai n by di ssati sfi ed colonists. 
1494 - Fall: De Torres mld tlle four cm'avcls requested by Columbus in February 
arrive with more provisions, apparentl y t.he first women aJld chjldren as well, and 
another letter from tlle sovcreigns . 
1494 - late: A series of mjlitaJ'y campaigns against the disaffected Indians st<u·ts . 
1495-98 - Leonardo Da Vinci paints "The Last Supper. " 
1495 - Febl"llary 24: De Torres with Ius four caravels , aJld Columbus 's brother 
Diego, leaves agajn for Spain , cmTying as slaves about 500 of t.hc 1600 Indi<Ul 
captives from tllC recent pLUutive expedition (200 die during the voyage, proba
bly due to lack of immunjty to unJml1iliaJ" diseases suffercd by these tropical 
natives in a winter crossing of the cold North Atl antic). 
1495 - March 27: Columbus leads 200 men, horses, cUld nativc auxiliaries under 
hi s friend , the cacique Guae;;Ulagari, deep into the isl'Uld where ,mother chi ef had 
assembled <lI1 impress ive army of tllOus;;mds. The lndians arc fri ghtened and rout
ed by tlle calvm'y, and mcUlY mT eaptltl"ed . A lonso de Ojeda later captures 
Caonab6 (responsible for the massacre a t La Navidad) by a ruse . 
1495 - May: Starting in May, for about ten months, the Admiral mId 
BaJtholomew m'e engaged in subduing the island, travel ing throughout it. Three 
forts m'e built , and a harsh mld much-criticized sys tem of tTibute in gold or cotton 
is initiated. Thc Indians fi ght a guerrilla war, adopt a scorched earth policy, suf
fer a f;;Ulline , and thousaJlds die, from violence, hunger, and sui cide. 
1495 - June: A hurri cane destroys tlu-ee ships, leav ing only tlle Nina. h um sal
vage a ship simil ;;u' to her, the Santa Cruz, also call ed India, is built. 
1495 - Octobe.": Four c,mlvels mTive from Spain under the command of Juml 
Aguado, a former friend, sent by tlle monaJ'ehs to conduct a judicial investi gation 
of Columbus' behavior in light of tlle negati ve reports that had becn spread in 
Spaj n . Therc is great di scontent in habella) where most- who had eome to get 
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Slavery in the Sixteenth Century 

In the sixteenth century all theologians held that it was licit to enslave pagans, 
but not Christians, captured in a just war, and Moors and Christians enslaved 
each other without scruple. Presumably it was that understanding that 
underlay the enslavement of the Indians, who were also seen as potential 
converts and as a profitable income source. Isabella did not approve of this 
policy. Early on, the Spanish monarchs prohibited enslavement of the Indians 
because they were not known enemies of Christianity like the Saracens, and 
had committed no crime against Spain. But exceptions were allowed: for 
Caribs, understood to be cannibals who preyed on others, and for rebellious 
Indians, according to the doctrine on pagan captives in war. Spain was the 
first country to examine seriously the moral aspects of slavery and to bring 
about changes in thinking in this regard. Perhaps for the first time in history a 
great ruler-in this case, Charles V, who ruled most of Europe and the New 
World-called a halt to all conquests until it was clear whether they were just or 
not. A famous debate was held at Valladolid in 1550-1551 before learned and 
high-ranking men about the morality of slavery, as a result of which the anti
slavery view gained general acceptance. (See louis H. Rivers, A Violent 
Evangelizing: 

The Political and Religious Conquests of the Americas (louisville: Westminster/John Knox 
Press, 1992), pp.93, 96, 103; Gianni Granzotto, Christopher Columbus (Norman, Oklahoma: 
University 01 Oklahoma Press, 1987), p. 222); John Noble Wllfor, The Secret History of 
Columbus (New York ; Alfred A. Knopf, 1991) pp. 185-190; Robert Royal, 1492 and All That 
(Washington: Ethics and Public Policy Center, 1992), pp. 72-74.) 

ri ch quick rathcr Ulan sClllc- wa nt to leave. The disadvantages of the sClll emenl' s 
location have bceome evident, a nd Ule Admiral has been looki ng for a new si te . 
I Ie decidcs to rcturn to Spain to cUlswer the a llegations against him. 
l496 - Mal'ch: Columbus Ieavcs for Spajn iu the Nina a nd the India. after tclliug 
ilart holomew, left iu charge, to re loca tc tbe city on thc soutberu shore . [3oth agrec 
it is to be uamed for their fathcr, Domcnico. Travel ling via Mari egaJante and 
G uadelo upe, be arrives at Cadii'. june 11. Bartholomew's first job is to erect a fort, 
Sau Cri s t6bal, ncar the site of present-day Santo Domingo. july: Suppl y s hips to 
I.mbella bring a lellcr from Columbus and royal instl1lc tions to relocatc th e capital 
to thc Ozallla River uccu· I '-ort Cri st6baJ. 
1496 - Summer: Work begins on Santo Domingo} originall y call ed Isabel 
Nueva. destined to hc the first permancnt sell.i elllent by E lU·opcans in thi s hemi 
sphere. Thi s time the site has been very well chosen. 
1497 - Apl"il 23: The sovcreigns issue ins truc ti o ll for thc thjrd voyage. [[i s till es 
and pri vil eges <Uld Bart.llOlomew as adelantado have a ll bcen confirmed. 
1497: Cabots./ather and son. reach the east coast a/ North America. 

Thil'd Voyage: South American Discovel'ies: 
Administration of Hispanola, 1498-1500 

l498 - january 23: Niiia and India dep<ut from Sanlllc<U" with suppli es for the 
settlemellt , scnt in advance of Columbus's own departure. 
1498 - May 30: Columbus depart s from ScUlJllcar on hi s uljrd voyage w ith six 
ccu·avcls , lIu·ce of whjch he takes on a very souU1Cri y route to investiga te rumors 
of a southern continent. After a becalming new· t.I1e Equator in terrifi c .July heat, 
he opts not to go as far south as plw1l1ed, but mue h more direclly to tlle west. 
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1498 - July 31 - August 13: He di scovers Trinidad and explores mainl and South 
America (principall y the Gulr or Paria and the Paria Peninsula on the north coast 
of Venezuela, both just west of Trinidad), and records on August 14/15 that he has 
discovered a hitherto unknown large continent, which he later comes to believe 
holds the Garden of Eden. 
1498 - August 31: Columbus is escorted to the new Santo Domingo by 

.~. f : ,!'T'w nJIrc.1 \'op.C :.J ~ 
~ -A Jlwn IJc..- ...... . n. • 

o .>In 
• II .. , .... .. . ,. ~ .. .... . ,. 

Bartholomew, whom he had met near 
Hispaniola's southernmost point, about 100 
mil es to the wesl. (Niiia and India had 
already arrived atlsabeLLa.) A rebellion is in 
progress led by Francisco Roldan, chief jus
tice of the co lony, who had allied himse l f 
with some of the Indians. T he three o f 
Columbus 's carvels on the direct route had 
overshot their destination and ended up in 

the vicinity of Roldcl n, who was at large in the southwest part of the island (the area 
called Xaragua, a peninsula now part of Haiti , and had induced many from their 
crews to desert him. 
1498 - October 18: Columbus sends two vesse ls back to Spain with somewhat 
incoherentlctters describing hi s discoveries in South America and ideas for a set
tlement there, and asking for the appointment of someone to administer justice. He 
also suggests that he could send all the slaves that could be sold (presumabl y cap
ti ves from battles with hostile Indians). T he letters apparently do not make a good 
impression on the rulers, who arc losing confidence in him. October 20: He makes 
a conciliatory overture to Roldan, resulting in an agreement on November 16 on 
terms favorable to Roldan and his men. To fulfi ll a provision that he provide trans
portation back to Spain within a specified Lime for those rebels who wished to go, 
Columbus sacrifi ces hi s plan to send Bartholomew with Nina and India to Pari a in 
South A meri ca to organi ze fi shing and the taking of pearls. Instead, the ships arc to 
be used for the rebels' home trip. But a storm and needed repairs delay things past 
the speci fied dead line and Roldan uses that to win more concessions, which 
Columbus fina lly agrees to in September, 1499. One result of the settlement will 
be the beginning of what later becomes the system of repartiminetos or en.comien -
das - pl antati on lands, together with the Indians on them at the serv ice o f the 
grantee, which is agreed to by the cac iques. Meanwhi le, without approval by 
Columbus as viceroy (whose influence at home has greatl y declined), three other 
expeditions are allowed to take off from Spain to explore parts or the New World 
(perhaps necessary to establi sh claims before other nations did so). 
1498 - Vasco da Gama discovers a sea route to India / or Portugal and arrives at 
Malabar coast; Michelango sculpts the Pieta in Rome. 
1499 - In Spain, one of Columbus 's former captains on Hispaniola, Alonso de 
Ojeda (who fwd captured Caibab6), has obtained Columbus's chart 0./ his explo -
rations o/ South America and a license to go there, and he and Amerigo Vespucci 
leave Spain on. a voyage o./discovery, explore the northern coast o/ South America, 
and discover the mouth 0./ the Amazon Riverm, (Vespucci 's account 0./ the voyage, 
predated two years, omits mention 0/ Ojeda, and results in the continent being 
namesfor him). 
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1499 - September 5: Ojcda arriv es in Xaragua on Hispaniola, and without author
ity starts cutting logwood, which thc crown had reserved for itself'. Roldan agrees 
to capture Oj eda and his men for Columbus and send them to Santo Domingo, but 
they manage to get away, load up with slaves in the Bahamas and return to Spain. 
1499 - October: Columbus sends two caravcls back to Spain ex plaining hi s set
tl emcnt with Rold,,'in as forced by circumstances, and again askin g that a wise 
adm ini strator of justi ce be sent to help him govern. However, in the sprin g the 
rul ers have al ready se lected Francisco de Bobadi lIa, a di sti ngui shcd and trusted 
ari stocrat who has long served thcm, to go to Hi span iola as chief justi ce and also 
as royal com mi ss ioner to hear co mplaints. He is not well-disposed toward 
Columbus, apparently resenting him as an upstart foreigner (a wave of anti 
Genoese sentiment is sweepin g the court at the time), has been affected by the 
negati ve reports, and seems to regard hi s task as to rein in Columbus. It will be 
over a year aft er his selection that he finally sail s for Hispaniola, in July, 1500. 
1500: Pedro Avarez Cabral discovers Brazil. claiming it lor Portugal; Vicente 
Yan ez Pinz6n,forrner captain oINina. lands on the Brazilian coast. and Vespucci 
and Ojeda return to Spain . /500-1501: King Ferdinand.flghts Moorish revolts in 
Granada. declaring it a Christian kingdom in 1501. 
1500 - Another rebelli on, by Adrian de Mox ica, one of Roldan's lieutenants, is put 
down by Columbus with Roldan' help. To reinforce authority, Columbus has 
moved to a "get tough" policy, w ith executions of key rebels. 
August 23: Bobad ill a arri ves at Santo Domillgo while Columbus is away sup
pressing another rebelli on, is upset to sec two Spani sh corpses hanging from the 
gallows and learn s of more executions sched ul ed for the next day. He has a run-in 
w ith Columbus's brother Diego, w ho had been left in charge, arrests him, appar
entl y engages in rabble-rousing, and impounds Columbus's house, money, papers, 
and possess ions. When Columbus returns in September, he perhaps at first thinks 
that Bobadilla is another of those explorers he has not authori zed, but then accepts 
hi s credentials and is shadled like D iego. Convinced in the eventual triumph of 
justi ce, he also persuades Bartholomew, still at large with a military force, to sub
mit as we ll . (Columbus has more than once asked for a judi cial ad mini strator as 
an assistant or even a replacement for himself, and had expressed w illingness to 
pay the cost. But he afterwards feels that the man he got is, in hi s negati ve view 
o f the enterpri se, the opposite of what is requi red). 
1500 - October: Bobad ill a sends Columbus and his two brothers back to Spai n. 
T he Admiral is accused of injudicious governing of nati ves in Xaragua. When the 
ship captain, once underway, offers to remove hi s chains, Columbus insists on 
keeping them on, to be removed by direct ordcrs of the rulers. T hey arri ve in Cadiz 
by the end of the month . Soon freed by the sovereigns, Columbus goes to the 
Carthusian monastery in Sev ill e where he draws maps of the new lands to the 
wcst, having an idea that they arc a barrier in front of Asia. Study ing reports of 
o ther explorations, he sees the possibility of a middle passage between the lands 
explored to the north and to the south. 
1501 - At the monastery, he completes hi s "Book of Privileges" (outlining what is 
his due from the sovereigns) and works on preparing and dictating hi s "Book on 
Prophecies" (intended as a poetic statement of their and his divine vocati on 
regarding the New World), a project that ends by March 23 of the next year. 
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1501 - September 13: Nicolas de Ovando receives appointment to succeed 
Bobadill a as H ispaniola' s gove rnor, and depa rts on February 13, 1502. 
J502 - March 14: T he sovereigns authoriz,e Columbus's fourth voyage, and he 
takes leave of Sev ille for Cadi z on April 3. 
1502 - Vasco do Gamajoullds a Portuguese CO/OilY at Cochill. Illdia; Vespu.cci COil 
eludes a/ter his secolld voyage Ihat America is a separate cOlltillent, 1I0t idell tical 

with Illdia . 

Fourth Voyage: Central America Discoveries 
and Marooning on jamaica, 1502-1504 

1502 - May 9: Columbu s, almost 51 yea rs old, leaves from C uba, with 4 ships (La 
Capitalla, Vizell illa, Salltiago- also ca ll ed Bermu.da- and Gallego) and 140 men and 
boys. There were 56 of the latter, virtually all teen-agers, some as youn g as 13 or 
14. Included in the company are Columbus's brother Barthol omew and son Fernado 
(Fernandez), who keeps a record of the voyage. (A quarter of those setting out will 
never return .) The expedition is financed by the sovereigns and is to foc us on find 
ing precious metals, stones, and items of value, but no slaves, and to vi sit San to 
domingo on ly on the way home. May 25: T hey leave the Canary Islands. 
1502 - june 15: They arri ve at Martinique and head northwest along the islands . 
1502 - June 29: Co\umhus mTi ves off S.mto Domingo, hoping to replace one of 
hi s ships and take shelter from an impending hurric.me, the signs of which he has 
recogni zed. Governor Ovando, havi ng sueceedcd Bobadill a, docs not permit the 
ships to land, disregards Columbus 's wm'ning about t.he hurricane, and scnds a 
n eet o f 28 ships o lT the next day for C adi z. june 30: Forbidden the hm'bor, 
ColLUnbus anchors offshore in a protected area <md hi s ships ride out the s torm 
without great. damage. B ut the home-bOlUld n eet mns directly into the storm. 
Nineteen ships go down with all hands, o thers with a few surv ivors, and four limp 
baek to Scl\1to Domingo. Ovcr 500 mcn and a fortune m'c lost. O nl y one ship goes 
on to reach Cadiz- the very one cmTying Cohunbus' s own revenues from the 
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colony, sent by his agent. Among the drowned are fl eet commander de Torres (for
merl y Columbus's second in command ), Bodahilla, who had sent Columbus home 
in chains, Roldan, and many other rebels. 
1502 - J uly 14: After repairs to hi s storm-damaged ships, Columbus leaves 
Hispaniola , head ing for the mainland (Central America), farther west than anyone 
had gone hefore. Wi nds and currents force him toward the Cuban coast, whence he 
J heads south by west toward hi s ori gi

nal intended destination. 
1502 . J uly 30: He arri ves at the 
island of Guanaja, oil the north coast 
of present-day Honduras. August 14: 
Ashore thi s Sunday they attend the 
first Mass known to have been cele
brated on the continent, in an area he 
names La Costa de la Orejas. August 
17: Columbus formall y claims thc 
mai nland for the sovercigns. 

-~ --~ L502 - Septelnber 14: A fter sio\v and 
tortu rous progrcss cast along thc forbidd ing coast against thc prcvailing wind under 
tcrri blc stormy conditions, he rounds the capc hc namcs Gracias a Dios ("Thanks be 
to God"), and turn s south . 
1502 . October 5: With scvcral stops cn routc mceting and trad ing with Indians, 
thcy rcach a largc body of water first mi stakcn for the passage to Asia , but in fact 
thc bcautiful Chiriqu i Lagoon, whcrc thcy spend a wcck and a half. Colu mbus 
learns that an isthm us scparates hi m from anothcr ocean to the west, and apparcn t
Iy loses hopc of fi nd ing a westward passagc through thc land mass, scttling for find
ing gold to brin g some success to his royal sponsors. 
1502· October 20: He arri vcs at thc Guayga ri ver, thc bcginnin g of a gold-beari ng 
rcgion called VeraglUl by the Ind ians. 
1502 · November 2: Dri ven eastward by a storm, hc arri vcs at a harbor he namcs 
Portobclo. Wcather forces hi m to stay sevcn days before continuing east, ,md thcn 
being pushed part way back by winds to a placc near Nombre de Dios, whcre he 
stays until November 23 to repair vcssel s and casks. 
15002 · November 25: Headi ng cast again he is again dri ven back and sheltcrs in a 
small harbor he ca ll s Retrcte ("closet") nine days in more miserable weather. 
1502· December 5: In the face of continuing bad weather and hcadwinds from the 
east, Columbus decides to go back west to lea rn the tru th of what Indians had said 
about gold mincs of Veraglul . Winds now bcgin to whipsaw between east and west, 
with fierce thundcrstorms and the ever-present danger or rccfs. 
1502· December 20: The ships are blown back into the same harbor thcy had becn 
in eight days ca rli er. Thc new ycar fi nds Columbus anchorcd near thc end of what 
will be America's answer to his long-sought passage- thc Panama Canal. They stay 
until January 3,1503, then head west again . 
1503· January 6: On the Feast of thc Epiphany Columbus reaches a ri ver he chris
tens Belen (after Bethlchcm) near VeraglUl and the reputed go ld mi nes. They 
explore and trade. February 6: He has decided to make a scttl ement in the arca, 
leav ing Bartholomew with most of the men and one shi p, while he returns to Spain 
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for reinforcemen ts and supplies. February 24: After further exploring and trading, 
Bartholomew starts to build the settl ement on the Belen River, hav ing found no bet
ter location, though thi s site is not a good one. Heavy nooding rains have ceased, 
but now sandbars at thc mouth of the previously-nooded ri ver trap the ships in the 
estuary. They also learn that the Indians, di spl eased at their settl ement, plan to 
destroy it and kill them. 
1503 - March 30: Bartholomew with 74 men goes to Veragua , and captures the 
cacique, who later escapes. Rains come, the ships can leave, and Columbus decides 
10 leave immed iate ly for Hi spaniola with three ships. Seeing them gone, Indians 
attack the settlement. Bartholomew is wounded. Columbus, off shore, is out of con
tact with the settlers, and Indians slaughter a ten -man party he sends to fetch fresh 
water. (On April 6 he is lert alone on his ship, all his men ashore. and sick and fever
ish in a lerribl e storm when he can do nothing for the ship and can get no help, has 
eithcr a hallucination or mysti cal experi ence.) Ten days pass with no communica
tion with the settlers on account of the weather, then all arc evacuated after another 
weather delay of several more days. In the nearl y three-month stay at Veragua, ship 
worms have done great damage; and Gallego is left in the estuary. T he site does 
have gold , but environmental conditions make it impracti cab le even later to exploit 
the mines. In 1536 Columbus's grandson, D. L ui s Co l6n, ,·vill be granted by 
Emperor Charl es V 25 square leagues in the area along with the title Duke of 
Veragua , which will passed on to his descendants to the present day, in exchange 
for renunciati on of hereditary titl es and privileges over all of the Spanish Indies. 
1503 - April 15: Columbus heads cast aga in to Portobelo, where Vizcaina is also 
abandoned because of worm damage. He con tinues cast beyond Retrcte to what is 
probably the prcsent Punta des Mosquitos. 
1503 - May 1: Flagship La Capitano and Bermuda , the onl y ships left and both 
necding continual pumping due to worm holes, head north for Hi spaniola, but on 
May 13 arrive well to the west, at islands olT the south coast of Cuba. (S ick and 
exhausted, Columbus had been persuaded to turn north before he intended.) 
1503 - June 23: The leaking ships have limped to Jamaica and two days later arc 
permanently beached at Santa G loria. Columbus had been there ten years earli er, 
and ex peri enced hostil e rel ati ons with the Indians, so restri cts hi s men to li ving 
aboard the beached ships, as at sea. He barters for food and canoes from the Indians. 
1503 - July: Since there is no hope of any ships v isiting the place, two loya l ship 
captains, Diego Mendez., and Barlholomew Fieschi of Genoa, take an expedition of 
two canoes with Indian paddler to the cast end of Jamaica and then across the 
treacherous hundred-mile passage to Hispaniola. After arriving they must still go 
350 miles to get to Santo Domingo, which they reach in September. But Ovando, 
the governor, has no interest in sending help. He forces Mende7. to wait for the nex l 
rIeet from Spain to charter a rescue vesse l. 
1503 - In Spain, Ferdinand and Isabella issue a decree grantin.g liberty to Illd ians; 
in Italy, Leonardo da Vinci paints the Mona Lisa . 
1504 - January 2: Arter months with no news from the party sent for help, 48 men, 
under the leadership of Francisco de Porras, have dec ided to revolt. They take ten 
canoes, arc j oined by others who don ' t want to be left behind, and head east, leav
ing Columbus and a handful of loyal men at Santa Gloria. They rob the Indians 
along the way and set out to cross the strait to Hispani ola, but after onl y a few 



miles turn back due to overl oaded canoes, headwinds, and their own inexperi 
ence. T hey throw everything but their weapons overboard , including Indian pad
dlers, of whom 18 perish. Two more unsuecess ful allempts convince them to 
return to Santa Gloria. 

1504 - February 28-29: Meanwhil e, anti cipating that the Indians had become 
hostil e and want to kill the Spaniards, Columbus invites them to a palaver, and 
cows them into submi ssion by using hi s foreknowledge of a lunar ecl ipse to con
vince them that he has power to intercede with God to control such things and 
keep terrible evils from befalling them 

1504 - End of March: A small carave l finall y sent by Ovando (a fter about six 
mon ths delay!) arri ves to learn what has happened to Columbus, but with orders 
to bring no one home. However, it does carry a welcome letter from Mendez say
ing he is chartering a rescue vessel. 

1504 - May 19: T he rebels return to Santa Clori a and , choosi ng to fi ght, are 
defeaated in a ballie w ith Bartholomew and Columbus's fifty men. T he ring
leader, Porras, is shackled, but the others pardoned and all owed to remain ashore 
under a leader Col umbus selccted. 

1504 - June: The rescue ship promised by Mendez arri ves and on June 18 
Columbus and his 100 men leave for Santo Domengo, where he is now well treat
ed by Ovando, who, however, releases Porras. 

1504 - September 12: Columbus leaves the New World for the last timc. 
1504 - November 7: T he Admiral arri ves at San U icar in Spain, in bad health, 
must be carried ashore, and moves to Sev ille. 

Last Days 

1504 - November: Ignored by the crown, Columbus initiates a seri es of insistent 
lellers to son Diego at court, pressing hi s claims. Though sick, he li ves comfort 
abl y and fi nancially secure, wi th allendants and servants ina rented house. 
1504 - November 26: Queen Isabella dies. Ferdi nand serves as regent of Casti Ie 
for her successor, the insanc daughter .Juana, in the Netherlands with her husband, 
Pri nce Phi lip. 

1504 - December: T he sick Colum bus sends brother Bartholomew and son 
Ferdinand to court at Segovia to join son Diego there in pressing hi s claims. 
1505 - May: Columbus goes north to the court at Segov ia by mul e. 

1505 - Early summer: Columbus is granted an audience with King Ferdinand. 
1505 - August 25: He writcs cod icil to his will and attests will before a notary at 
Segov ia; series of petitions to King Ferdinand. 
1505 - Late October: Columbus follows the court to Salamanca; declines to 
negotiate about hi s titles. 

1506 - April: Columbus follows the court to Valladolid , and sends Bartholomew 
with leller to demand justi ce o f Queen .Juana, who arri ves in Spain at Corufi a on 
April 28. 

1506 - May 19: Columbus signs hi s last will and testament. 

1506 - May 20: Columbus dies in Valladolid, and is buried at the Franciscan 
Monastery there. 
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In Honor of the 

Great Discoverer 

Christopher Columbus 

from the 

Officers and Members 

of 

%Jma Lod&e I}/ 0 71 
Washington, 1).C. 

TourmobilesM 

The BEST way to sec Washington, 
Take a ride through history - past and present. 

Free lll1 d:IY reboard ing. 

HOP ON/HOP OFF 
LIVE NARRATED SHUTTLE TOURS 

Alll erican Heritage TOllr 0(" Wasliington D C and Arlington Cell/e te/T 
DC 's 01111' Riding Tour 0(" Arling ton Cell/ eterl' 

Seasonal To"rs. TlI 'ilight TOllr. MO llllt Ven/olI To"r. Frederick DO /lg lass To"r 

Get ready for the sights and sounds of the Nation's Capital. 
SM 

Toumlobilc Sightseeing's narra ted shuttle tOIll'S take yon right where you 
want to go with unlimited free reboarding. 

You choose where to stop, stay as long as you want, then I'eboa l'd and ride to 
another histol"ic location. 

1507 - Martin Waldseemuller proposes the New World be called "A merica" a.Jier 
Amerigo Vespucci. 
1509 - Columbus's remains are moved to Carthusi<U1 monas tery outsidc of 
Sev ill e. 
IS 14 - His brotJler Bartholomew dics <md is buried a t thc Carthusian monastery. 
ISIS - His rcmaining brother, Dicgo, a prics t, dies, .md is also buried thcrc . 
1526 - Columbus's older son, Diego, dies and is btll'icd at the Cw·thusian 
1II0nast.ery. 
1537 - Remajns of Columbus and Diego arc tr<U1sfcrred to fli spaniola and 
intcrrcd in the Cathedral at S<mto Domingo. 
1539 - Columbus's othcr son, focrnando, dics and is buried in Saville Ca thcdral . 
1795 - Whcn Spanjsh withdraw from castern Hi spaniola (prcsent-day Dominjcan 
Rcpublic) and cede western r li sp[Uli ola (prescnt -day Hajti) to the l'"J'cnch, rcmains 
at Santo Domingo arc hastil y removed and taken to Havana. 
1877 - Box discovered in Santo Domingo cathedral dcseribing contcnts as 
rcmains of Columbus risc to theory tJUlt tJle remajns of Dicgo, not Chri stopher, 
had becn sen t to Havana. 
1899 - After Spanish-Amcrican war and Cuban indcpcndence, remajns in 
I Javana , thought to hc Columbus • .md hi s son Diego, a re taken back to Sevi lle to 
be inte rrcd in the cathedral t.herc. 
1960 - Contents of tomb at Santo Domingo are examjned and found to contain 
incomplete remains of two djfferent persons. 
1992 - Remains in Santo Domingo catJlcdral are transfcrred to the huge new 
Columbus Lighthouse, the Faro a Colon in Santo Domingo . 
2003 - Remai ns of Fcrnando and purported remains of Columbus cxhumed a t the 
Scvi ll e CatJlcdral , as are those of thc Admiral's brother D icgo, all to be taken tcm
porarily to Gramlda for DNA .md other tcsts . (Columbus's caskct found to con
tai n remains of a single person , but onl y about 15% of hi s skeleton .) 
2005-2006 - Res\~ts of tests W'c published. Resew'chcrs arc convinced that Seville 
conta ins part of Columbus's boncs and admit thc possibility that Santo Domingo 
may also havc part of tJlem. Santo Domingo refu scs to al low any tests. 

EMS 
++++ 

The original of John Vanderl yn's picture of the "Landing of Columbus at the Island of Guanaharn , 
West Indies, October 12, 1492," reproduced at the beginning of this chronology, hangs in the 
Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol. The statue of "Columbus in Chains" was given to Pope Pius X I on his 
golden jubilee, later bequeathed to Supreme Secretary of the Knights of Columbus (1939·1994) 
Joseph F. Lamb and is now in the Knights of Columbus Headquarters Museum in New Haven, 
Connecticut. (Photo by John Pelverts) 

·s . 
.j A · S . 
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" 
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Uur cover and theme for this year ~I' booklet 

Columbus Memorials Around the World 

T he photogl"aphs on OUI" COVel", below, and elsewhere in thi s book show a 
sampling of 539 memori als around the world to Columbus, taken froJl1 the 
outstanding web site started on A pril lO, 1999 and maintained by Dr.Peter 

van der Krogt of the Facult y of Geo-sciences of U trecht University, Netherl ands, on 
whi ch we have previ ously reported from time to time. 

Dr. van der Krogt's lVeb site provides informati on on " monuments erected 
all over the world with a relation to Chri stopher Columbus, hi s compani ons and their 
ea rl y voyages to A meri ca. " Incl uded arc statues, sculptures, pl aquettes (decorated 

Baltimore -
Druid Hill 

Stamford, CT 

Havana, Cuba 

Mangua, 
Nicaragua 
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Seville - Cartuja 

LIDO CIVIC CLUB 
OF 

WASHINGTON, DC 
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This specially-commissioned statue 

of a youthful 

Christopher Columbus 
graces the courtyard 

of Holy Rosary Church 

Washington, D.C., where a brief ceremony is 
held annually as part of the religious 

celebration of Columbus Day, following a 
special Mass in the church on the Sunday 

preceding the Monday holiday .. 

It was erected by parishioners under the 
spirited leadership of its pastor, 

Fr. Caesar Donanzan, C.S., 
and presented to the parish 

by the Lido Civic Club 
following the Quincentenary Mass 

on October 11 , 1992. 

An inscription on a bronze plate on the supporting pedestal reads as follfollows: 

CHRISTOPHER COLOMBO 
This monument erected on the occasion of the 1992 Quincentennial Jubilee 
ce lebrating the discovery of America, pays tribute to Christoforo Colombo 
and his searching companions. Their bold voyage led to an historic encounter 
between the European world and the Americas. A turning point in Western 
Civilization, this event paved the way for the spreading of the Gospel and the 
establishment of a society anchored on the principles of Christian love and 
holiness. 1492-1992 
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tablets l, and exteri or frescoes. Our cover shows only statues o f Columbus, most of 
them pointing the way. Some are atop towers or other very elabora te monuments. In 
add iti on to statues pointing the way, another theme perhaps at least as common is 
Columbus holding, or atop, or in the viei nity of a globe, eight examples of wh ich are 
shown on the preceding page. Al so, many depict Columbus with a nag or banner, as 
shown in several photos on page 33, along with some modernisti c memorials. A less 
common theme is the cross , seen in several photos on the top of the front cover. 
Statues of a youthful Columbus arc show n on page 32. For more informati on on each 
statue, look up its geographical location on the web site (http://coluIIlIJltJ.vall -
derkrogt.llet.). 

The li st keeps growing as new memoria l sites arc identified. By Columbus 
Day 2000, a yea r and a half after the web site was establi shed , 188 memori als had 
been identified. A yea r later the total was 286, and another year later, as of September 
7, 2002, it was 355. By August 9, 2005, there were 446, and as of September 6,2009 
there were 539 memori als li sted on the si te. 

Each memorial is on a separate page on the web site, and bri efl y described, 
with hi story, name of arti st, year of emplacemcnt, and , in most cases, a photo--often 
taken by Dr. van der Krogt himse lf in hi s travels. Tables li st them in chronological 
ordcr of emplaeemcnt and alphabetica ll y by locati on. 

A count wc did somc timc back showcd thc USA with mOI'C mcmorials 
than any othcr country (42% of the tota l), followed by Spain ( 15%) and 
Italy ( 13%), th ese three countri es toge th er accountin g for nearl y three

fourth s (7 1 %) of the total. Two-thirds (67%) were in the western hemisphere-- the 
NelV World . A third (D %) were in Europe, about a seventh (15 %) in Latin America , 
about a tenth (9%) in the West Indies , and 1% (4 memorials) had been identifi ed in 
Asia, including the Phil ippines . Washington, D.C. has the largest number in the U.S. 
The oldest monUlllent in the world is in nearby Baltimore (erected in 1792 as 
described on p. 22) , although a coupl e o f frescoes in Italy arc considerably older. 

While the web site, recentl y revamped, does not have a single table show
ing monument locat ions, one we compiled awhile back, as shown on the followin g 
four pages, show s all memori al s identi fi ed to that time. Follow ing that li st i s an 
informati ve paper about the memori als, delivered by Dr. van der Krogt at a profes
sional meetin g in New Orleans in 2003 , and then , on pages 34 and 35, an arti cle 
about a ve ry difTeren l kind of loca l permanenl Colum bus memori al. 

Interest ill Columlms is alive and well! By September 6 of thi s year, lhere 

have been over 113 ,262 unique visitors to the web site, and an overall total of 
156,262 visilS, countin g repeat v isitors. Figures released several yea rs earli er 
showed lhatlhe number of v isilors peaks on Colum bus Day each year. wilh more 
visits in the days immed iatel y fo llowing Colum bus Day lhan preceding it 
("Colum bus Day" as used here refers to the Monday holi day observed by the U.S. , 
whelher or not il fall s on October 12.) 

The web sile is well 1V0rlh a vis il. In add ili on lo th e li slS of memorial s, il 
also li slS places named after Columbu s, and gi ves other fasc inating materi al and 
links to other Columbus-rel ated sites. 

- Edward M. Sllllivan 
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COLUMBUS 
MEMORIALS AROUND 
THE WORLD (in 2005) 

Cilie .... or localit;es are il/clllijiel/ by blll/ets, alld 
sites within litem by {lashes. 

I. EUROPE AND ASIA 

1. EUROPE 

SPAIN 
• Badalona 
• Barcelona 
• Benairmidenia Pueblo 
• Burgos 
• Cartagena 
• Co rdoba 
• Granada 
• Huelva 
- Monumento a la Fe Descubridora 
- Sta. Maria de la Cinta 
• Las Palmas (Gran Canaris) 
- Bust 
- Plaque 
• Madrid 
- Plaza de Colon 
- Centro Cu ltural 
- Descubrimiento 
- Buen Retiro 
• - Monumento de Cuba 
- Min. de Ultramar 
- Pal. del Seniado 
• Madrigal de las Altas Torres 
• Niebla 
• Palos de la Fron tera 

Introduction 
- Statue of Martin Alonso Pinzon 
- Churcll of San Jorge Martir 
- Palos Crew Monument 
- Memorial stone "A los Pinzones" 
- Puerto Historico (the old harbour) 
- Travesia·5·Monument 
- La Cruz de Goldin 
- EI Pebetero 
- Avenida de America 
- Azu lejo for Pope John Paul II's visit 
- EI Sa lvador monument 
- Statue of Vicente Ya 'nez Pinzon 
- Azulejo for Juan de la Cosa 
- Ships at the entrances of the town 
- Street signs (Colon, Pinzon, Santa Maria) 
• Palos de la Frontera· La R<ibida 
- Convento de Santa Maria de la R<ibida (and 

Muelle de las Carabelas) 
- Monumento a los Descubridores 
- Aven ida de los Descubridores 
_ Calendario Azteca 
- Plaza Macuro 
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• Playa de las Americas 
• Pontevedra 
• Porto·Santo (Poio, Galicia) 
• EI Puerto de Santa Maria 
- Plaza Cristobal Colon 
- Castillo de San Marcos 
- Plaza Juan de la Cosa 
• Rota 
- Plaza de Bartolome Perez (3 memorials) 
- Monument donated by the Naval Base 
• Salamanca 
• San Antonio (Libiza) 
• San Fernando 
• Sanlucar de Barrameda Santafe 
- Statue 
- Relief 1492 
• Sevilla 
- Jardines de Murillo 
- La Cartuja 
- Columbus's tomb in the ca thedral 
- Plaza de Espaca 
- "Tierra"-statue 
- Triana crew monument 
- Egg of Columbus 
• Valcuevo 
• Valladol id 

ITALY 
• Abano Terme 
• Bettola 
- Piazza C Colombo 
- Pradello 
- Parish Church 
• Bistagno 
• Chiavari 
• Cicagna 
• Cogoleto 
- Pza. Giusti 
- Municipio 
- Via Rati 26 
- Via Rati plaque 
- Lungomare Sta. Maria 
- Church of Sta. Maria 
• Cuccaro 
- 1992-monl. 
- Municipio 
- Parish house 
• Diano Marina 
• Firenze 
• Fontanarossa 
• Genova 
- Co lumbus house 
- Piazza Acquaverde 
- Custodia 
- Palazzo Rosso 
- Palazzo di San Giorgio 
- Palazzo di San Giorgio, Plaque 
- Regione Liguria Palace 
- Human ship 
- II Bigo 
- Piazza della Vittoria 
- Pi azza Dante 

, . 
'.r.\~~, ... , ..... , . __ .... ,": 

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH 
595 Third St., N. W. , Washington , D.C. 20001 

Rev. Lydio F. Tomasi, C.S" Pastor 

www. holyrosarychurch.org 

CASA ITALIANIA LANGUAGE SCHOOL 
5951/2 Third St., N.W. , Washington , D.C. 20001 

Olga Mancusco, Director 
www.casaitalianaschool.org 

. +, 

((Xgeping auve the 6est heritage 
of Co [um6 us , faith and cu[ture" 
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- Cnstello D'Albertis 
- Cnstello D'Albertis (Sundinl) 
- Stnzione Mnrittimn 
- Aeroporto C. Colombo 
- Ponte di Cnrignnno 
- Cnmpopisnno 
• Ln Spezin 
• Lnvngnn 
• Milnno 
• Mimndoln 
• Moconesi 
- Cnsn degli Avi 
- 1992 plnque 
- 1889 plnque 
- monument 
- Fermdn fresco 
• Pnrmn 
• Pnvin 
• Rapello 
- Stntue 
- Fresco 
• Romn 
• Snn Colombnno Certenoli 
• Snntn Mnrgheritn Ligure 
• Snnto Stefnno d'Aveto 

Snvonn 
• -Via san Giuliano 
• - Valcada 
• Sestri Levnnte 
• Torino 

AUSTRIA 
• Wien 
- Handelsakademie 
- Naturhistorisches Museum 
-Am Hof 
- Columbusplatz 
- Columbusgasse 

BELGIUM 
• Brussel 

FRANCE 
• Ca lvi (Corse) 
-Bust 
- Birth House 
• Paris 

GERMANY 
• Bremerhaven 
• Gifhorn 
• Hamburg 

GREECE 
• Pyrghi , Chios 

IRELAND 
• Galway 

PORTUGAL 
• Funchal (Madeira) 
• Lisboa 

• Santo (lihas da Maderia) 
• Porto Anjos (Iiha de Santa 

Mnrin, Azores) 

RUSSIA 
• Moskva 
• SI. Petersburg 

SWEDEN 
• G6teborg 

SWITZERLAND 
• Ligarnetto 

UNITED KINGDOM 
• Bradford 
• Liverpool 
• London 

2. ASIA 

JAPAN 
• Iso be·machi 
• Tokyo 

PHILIPPINES 
• Manilla? 
• Plnridel 

informntion about this site 

II. USA & CANADA 

1. USA 

ALABAMA 
• Birmingham 

ARIZONA 
• Phoenix 
• Tucson 

CALIFORNIA 
• Fillmore 
• Los Angeles 
• Malibu 
• Sacramento 
• San Francisco 
• San Jose 
• Santa Ana 
• Santa Barbara 

COLORADO 
• Denver 
• Pueblo 

CONNECTICUT 
• Bridgeport 
• Hartford 
• Meriden 
• Midddletown 
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• Milford 
• New Haven 
- Wooster Sq. 
- Knights of Columbus HQ 
- Knights of Columbus Museum 
• New London 
• Norwalk 
• Norwich 
• Stamford 
- Statue 
- Obelisk 
• Torrington 
• Wnterbury 
• Willimantic 

DELAWARE 
• Wilmington 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
• Wnshington 
- Union Station 
- Capitol Doors 
- Capitol Rotundn 
- Libr. of Congress 
- Holy Rosary Church 
- White House 
- Capitol storage 
- National Shrine 
- ~AS 

FLORIDA 
• Fort Lauderdale 
• Key West 
• Miami 
• Pensncola 
• Port Charlotte 
• Sarasota 
• Tampa 

GEORGIA 
• Columbus 
• - Statue 
• - Riverwa lk 

ILLINOIS 
• Chicago 
- Lakefront 
- Grant Park 
- Columbus Plaza 
- Fire Station 51 
- Drake Drinking Fountain 
• Peoria 
• Rockford 
• University Park 

IOWA 
• Des Moines 

INDIANA 
• Indianapo lis 
- Bust 
- Mural 



LOUISIANA • Newark 
• Baton Rouge - Bloomfield Ave. 
• New Orleans - Washington Park 

• North Arlington 
MARYLAND • Nutley 
• Baltimore - Columbus Day 
- Herring Run Park - Co lumbus 
- Druid Hill Park • Passaic 
- Inner Harbor • Paterson 
• Ocean City • Pennsauken 

• Phillipsburg 
MASSACHUSETIS • Scotch Plains 
• Boston • Union City 
- Louisburg SQ. • West Orange 
- Waterfront 
- Ioc. unknown NEW YORK 
• Cambridge • Auburn 
• Haverhill • Buffalo 
• Middleton - Bust 
• Revere - Co lumbus Park 
• Waltham • Harrison 
• Watertown • Huntington 
• Worcester • Lackawanna 

• Mamaroneck 
MICHIGAN • Mineola 
• Detro it • Lindenhurst 
• Saginaw • Mount Kisco 

• New Rochelle 
MINNESOTA • New York 
• Moorehead - Co lumbus Circle 
• Saint Pau l - Central Park 

- Customs House 
MISSOURI - Bronx 
• Saint Louis - Brooklyn 
- Tower Grove Park - Queens 
- Mercantile Library - His!. Society 

- Christopher Co lumbus 
MONTANA High School 
• Great Falls • Newburgh 

• Niagara Falls 
NEBRASKA • Port Chester 
• Columbus • Syracuse 

• Valley Stream 
NEW JERSEY • White Plains 
• Boonton • Yonkers 
• Camden 
• Garfield NORTH CAROLINA 
- Co lumbus Park • Cary 
- Dahnert Lake 
• Hackensack OHIO 
• Ewing Townsh ip • Akron 
• Hillside • Cleveland 
• Hammonton • Co lumbus 
• Hoboken - City Hall 
• Jersey City - State House 
- Journal Squ. -CSU 
- Liberty S!. Pk. • Lorain City 
• Kearny • Mayfield Heights 
• Lodi 
• Lyndhurst PENNSYLVANIA 
• Montville • Boalsburg 
• Monmouth City • Bristol 
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• Bryn Mawr 
• Chester 
• Easton 
• Lancaster 
• Norristown 
• Philadelphia 
- Marconi Square 
- Penn 's Landing 
• Pittsburgh 
• Pittston City 
• Reading 
• Scranton 
• York 

RHODE ISLAND 
• Bristol 
• Newport 
• Providence 
• Westerly 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
• Columbia 

TEXAS 
• Corpus Christi 
• Houston 
• Lubbock 
• San Antonio 

VIRGINIA 
Hampton Roads (proposa l) 
• Newport News 
• Richmond 

WASHINGTON 
• Seattle 
• Walla Walla 

WISCONSIN 
• Columbus 
• Dickeyville 
• Marshfield 
• Racine 

2. CANADA 
• Fredericton, N.B. 
• Montr~a l 
• - Columbus 
• - Queen Isabella 
• Oromocto , N.B. 
• Regina, Sask. 
• Vancouver, B.C . 

III. WEST INDIES 

BAHAMAS 
• Long Island 
• Nassau 
- Statue 
- Marker 
• San Salvador 
- Cockburn Town 
- Columbus Landing (1) 

• 

::p 

THE NATIONAL 
ITALIAN AMERICAN 

FOUNDATION 
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The Christopher Columbus 
Fellowship Foundation . .. 

a Fecl era l agency, r' anners VO/lth the U,S, Chamber () f 

Commerce to pres ent th e 2070 Life Sciences Awards t,) 

SCienti st s, seco ndary sc hool educato l s and AP s(, lence 

hl';Jh sc hoo l student s, and INlt11 the Arnel lcan Farm Bureau 

Federa t ion to presen t th e new 2 070 Agriscience Awards t r> 

SC lentl :; ts, educators and students, For more info: 
(315) 258-0090/ www.eeolumbusfoundationawards .org 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The Christopher Col umbus Awards . .. 
IS a rtdtlonal, communlt y- baseci S( lelKe anci t ec hno logy 

ceompetltlon for mlcidl e sc hoo l students. Tea rns o f three to 

fOUl, with an dult coac h, Icientlt)1 a probl em 11'1 th e cOlnmurllt )1 

and ,3pply the sCi entific m ethod to solve the Issue This IS a 

crOSS-CUIT I( ulal Ij rogrdm that pr,xf'lo tes sC ience and tec hno l<:;9V 

wh ile erK ourd9 1ng communlt~/ se rvice. For more info : 
www.christophereolumbusawards .coml 

TilE DOWNTOW:-I COl I:-lCII . 

Potomac Council 433 
Knights of Columbus 

• Home Council of Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson, Sr., PGK, 
FDD, PSD 

• Home cou ncil of the Knight (Joe Burg, Advocate) who instigated the 
legis lation to build the national Columbus Memorial and Fountain at 
Union Station in the 1900s 

• serving men working or living or attend ing parishes in downtown 
D.C., or working on Capitol Hill 

• serving st. Matthew 's, St. Patrick's, St. Mary's, and Holy Rosary 
parishes 

• Chartered 1899, merged 1968, rechartered as independent council 
1991 

• Sponsor of the oustanding monthly Lecture Series of distinguished 
speakers at the Catholic Information Center 

hit p: / / POt0Il111CCOU !lci 1433.org 
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- Columbus Landing (2) 
• - Underwater monument 
- Tappan 

IV. LATIN AMERICA 

ARGENTINA 
- Chicago Monument 

CUBA 
• Baracoa 
• Bayarno 
• Cardenas 
• Colon 
• Habana 
- City Museum 
- Tomb 
- Templete 
- Cementerio de Colon 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
• Puerto Plata 
• Santiago 
• Santo Domingo 
- Santo Domingo (Cathedral) 
- Parque Colon 
- Faro a Colon 

FRENCH WEST-INDIES 
• Guadeloupe- Sainte-Marie 

de Capesterre Belie-Eau 

HAITI 
• Port-au -Prince 

JAMAICA 
• Ocho Rios 
- St. Ann's Bay 
- Land ing 

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 
• Bonaire 

PUERTO RICO 
• Aguada 
- Cross (1928) 
- Statue 
• Aguadilla 
- Cross (1893) 
- Cross (1937) 
- Spring 
• Carolina 
- Catano (proposal) 
• Mayaguez 
• Rincon 
• San Juan 
- Plaza de Colon 
- Fountain 
- 1994 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 
• Port of Spain 

TURKS & CAICOS 
• Cockburn Town (Grand Turk) 

• Ayacucho 
• Buenos Aires 
- PI. de Mayo 
- Bernal 
- La Boca 
- Cogoleto 
• Chivilcoy 
• Cordoba 
• Gairman 
• General Roca 
• La Plata 
• Lujan 
• Mar del Plata 
• Salta 
• Santa Fe 
• Santa Teresi ta 
• Villaguay 

BOLIVA 
• La Paz 

BRAZIL 
• Mucum 
• Rio de Janei ro 
• Salvador 
• Santa Rosa 
• Santos 

CHILE 
• Arica 
• Santiago (Cllile) 
• Valparaiso 
• - Avenida Brasil 
• - 1992 

COLUMBIA 
• Baranquilla 
• - Cent ral Square 
• - Colegio 
• Bogota 
• Cartagena de Indias 

COSTA RICA 
• Limon 
• San Jose 

ECUADOR 
• Quito 

EL SAVADOR 
• San Salvador 

GUATEMALA 
• Guatemala 
• - Guatemala 
• - 2 other statues ? 
• Salcaja 

HONDURAS 
• Comayaguela 
• So lado Beach 
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MEXICO 
• Alvarado 
• Ciudad Juarez 
• G uadalaiara 
• Leon 
• Mexico , D.F. 
- Mexico 
- Buenavista 
- Escudo 
• Monterrey 
• San Miguel de Al lende 
• Tampico 
• Toluca 
• Torreon 

NICARAGUA 
• Managua 

PANAMA 
• Colon 

PERU 
• Lima 
• Tacna 

URUGUAY 
• Durazno 
• Montevideo 

VENEZUELA 
• Caracas 
- Plaza Venezuela 
- Plaza Colon 
• Macuro 
• Merida 

The foregoing was downloaded 
from Peter van der Krogt's web 
site on August 9, 2005. 

http://columbus.vanderkrogt.net 

Peter the Great aka Co lumbus 
Statue of Peter the Great on the 
River Moscow, Originally was 
made for Columbus, Ohio, but the 
town rejected it. The Tserefeli 
removed the crosses and replaced 
the head, and now it a Peter the 
Great statue and the monument 
commemorates the tercentenary of 
the Russian Navy. The 94 m tall 
statue is the third tallest statue 
in the world, 



Geographical Distribution of 
Monuments for Christopher Columbus 
Paper presellted bv Peter vall der Kmgt at the 44th wllIlllIlllleetillg (~/the 
Societyj()r tile I-listorv o/Discoveries. New Orlealls. La .. 24 October 201J3 
While the 1I11111her 4I11ellloria!.,· idelltified has ill creased by o ver a third 
sillce Illell. ;1 slill gives a good overview. 

O n Octobcr thc 12th, 1492 Chl"istophcl' Columbus sct 
foot UpOIl onc of thc Bahamas" Europe's A ge of 
Ex plorati on had beg un , but Columbus himsel f died four

teen years later wi thout ever rea l i 7. i ng th at he had reached a new 
continent. In fact, when Waldseemlill er in 1506 named the conti 
nent Ameri ca, he gave the credits for the European discovery to 
the Ital ian expl orer Ameri go Vespucc i. M oreover, Columbus ccr
tainly was not the first non-native American to set foot on the con
ti ncnt , that honollr is to give to LeiI' Eriksson, Sa int Brcndan , shipwrecked Roman sa i lors or 
others. 

HOlVever, the voyages of Co lumbus set into moti on a seri es of hi sto ri ca l events 
th at resulted in the ex plorati on of a nclV 1V0rid. And th erefore he has captured the imagi
nati on of mankind and became a metaphor for di scovery, adventure, bravery, darin g, per
se verance and much more. 

A short remark in advance. I am vc ry aware that for nativ c Amcri can s, 
Col limbus and the commcmorati on of him is controvc rsial and that Columbus is symbol
ic of much gri ef that they have ex pcri enced. In thi s paper I am lea vin g thi s question asidc 
for now. 

T he first official recognition of Co lumbus as a so-cal led "di sco verer" of 
America w as on thc occasion of the 300th anni versa ry in 1792. The first monument for 

Coluillbus lVas erected on thi s occas ion in Ba ltimore, 
M ary land (to the lel'l) . A round th e same t ime the nelV 
capitol in Washington was offi ciall y named the 
Di stri ct of Columbia to appease those who wanted to 
name th e co untry after Co lum bus. The nam e 
Colu mbus is found throughout American popular 
culture, national commemorati ons and memory. 
M any tOlVns and citi es ac ross A meri ca arc named 
after the explorer. 

One hundred years later, by the 400th anniversary 
o f th e arrival of Col umbus, al l of North America 
j o ined in a celebrati on th at lasted an entire year. 
Itali an Am eri ca ns raised th e money necessary to 
erect a giant monument to Columbus in NelV York 
Ci ty 's Central Park. Exhibiti ons, parades, and festi v
ities throu ghout the country culminated in Chicago at 
the World's Columbian Expos ition. 

In th at yea r and the follolVing years Colu mbus 
monumcnts mu shroomed all over th e world , but 
espec iall y in the United States. M y rescarch on the 

World Wid e Web and dur- ing Illy ho lidays resulted in a li st of almost 400 memorial s all 
over the 1V0 r ld. 

So judgment has been passed: Columbus is honored for the discovery of Am erica and 
Ameri go Vcspllcci is almost forgotten . In fact , I kn olV onl y of onc statue for him (in 
Fl orence, Italy). 22 

In Memorian 

Joseph Kemp Cook 

Former Member, NCCA Board of 
Directors 

One of the founders of NCCA and a member of its fl."st board of 
directors, Kemp Cook was a respected, genial, humble, gentle-man. A 

Navy veteran of World War II and Korea, he was one of the 
outstanding Knights of Columbus in DC, where he served as state 

deputy, fl."st lay president of the board of the Kennedy Institute for the 
Developmentally Disabled 50 years ago, organizer of the K of C usher 

p"ogram at the National Shrine over 25 years ago, Fourth Degree 
choir director for many yea rs, and in many other capacities. 

In. M emory of 

1Jr. 'David 'Ralph Cllrfinan 

By 
Dr. Duke Nordlinger Stern 

244 Sandy Run Drive 
Greer, South C arolina 29651 -7409 

864-670-90 57 dnords[crn @ao l.com 
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About NCCA's Founding Chairman Emeritus 

John C. Moore, the founder of the National Columbus Celebration Assoc iation, had a 
career in business and many years of service to the community through business associa
tions, his nearly 60 years in the Bladensburg Rotary Club, and nearly 70 in the Knights of 
Columbus. Both Rotary and the Knights are service-oriented organizations. 

A native Washingtonian, John spent some of his younger years on a tobacco farm in 
southern Maryland, later attending Sl. Patrick's School in DC and graduating from Gonzaga 
High School. He left civi lian employment to spend four years with the Coast Guard in World 
War II, mainly sea service in the Pacific , and after the war worked for a variety of local busi
nesses as well as the Federal Government, completing a B.C.S. degree at Ben Franklin 
University. 

For 23 years he was employed by Potomac Iron Works in a variety of positions, serv
ing as its general manager and acting CEO in his final years of service, during which time 
the firm, with a payroll of several hundred, was active in about 20 states. After leaving and 
engaging in various other enterprises, he drew on his varied business training and experi
ence to serve as a management consultant to local business until his retirement in the 
1990s. He also served as chairman (president) of the Prince Georges Chamber of 
Commerce, and a charter member of the Bladensburg Rotary Club, in which he remains a 
faithful and active member today. 

John joined Washington Council of the Knights of Columbus before the War, became a 
Fourth Degree member, and later served in all of the key offices in his council, his Fourth 
Degree assembly, and in the District of Columbia State Council, including the office of state 
deputy (CEO of the Knights in D.C.). Aside from the service programs of Rotary and of 
Washington Council in which he participated, for the State Council of the D.C. Knights he 
played major roles in coo rd inat ing assistance and fund-rais ing for the Little Sisters of the 
Poor and for the Lt . Joseph P Kennedy Institute for the Developmentally Disabled, as well 
as running a tri-state K of C Basketball Tournament for about a dozen years. 

A long-standing devotee and admirer of Columbus, John also played a key role on 
behalf of the Knights in Co lumbus celebrations over the years, and experience with their ad 
hoc arrangements led him to seek a more permanent and dependable way to ensure a con
sistently impressive annual celebration. 

At the 1995 ceremonies, with Columbus in his nonumental form looking on, newly
elected president of the WCCA (as the NCCA was then known), Dr. David R. Curfman, pre
sented John C. Moore with the Founding Chairman Emeritus Medal, saying: 

Few words can fully exp ress what this man has singularly done for fur
thering the recognition and celebration of Christopher Co lumbus in the 
nation 's cap ital. For decades he has guided the forces sometimes on 
uncharted waters--similar to the man he was seeking to honor--to insure 
that Co lumbus Day would be remembered in its historical perspective. It 
has brought him almost to legendary statu s. With great pleasure and on 
behalf of the Directors of WCCA, I present you with this specially crafted 
Founding Chairman Emeritus Medal as on ly a small token of our appre
ciation for all that you have done and are still doing for the cause we ce
ebrate today. Our best to you, Mr. John C. Moore. 

John Moore remains active in Association affairs, and continues to handle the adver
tising for this program book. His wife of 63 years , Marguerite , however, retired as a de facto 
secretary to him for Columbus-related matters when he retired as chairman. 
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Columbus-related monuments 

W c can distinguish roughly two typcs o f' Columbus-I'c latcd mcmol"ials: those 
with a direct rela ti on to the loca ti on where they are e rected, a nd those without 
such a rela ti on. The firs t gro up is the mostl oglca i: an Important pe rson IS ho n

oured in the places where thc events during hi s life took place. 
We find these memori als in three regions: 

1. ita ly, especia ll y the Li guri an coast, where Columbus was born . ' 
2. Spain, especia ll y the Costa del Sol, fro m where he sa il ed ( the "cradle 01 the di scovery 

of Ameri ca") 
3. West indi es, where he actuall y landed 

For the second oroup the loca ti on has no direct geographi cal relatio nship with 
o . [ 

Columbus. Generall y spea king, the reason for such monuments is more symbolic. t con-

cerns the followin g regions: 
4. La tin Ame ri ca, from Mexi co to Argentina 
5. United Sta tes of Ameri ca 
6. Elsewhere 

Table 1 shows the di stributi on: 
Table 1 

Region Number Statues Busts Statues/Busts Plaques Other 

1. Italy 45 16 4 44% 7 18 

2. Spain 67 16 3 28 % 17 31 1 

3. West Indies 39 18 3 54 % 18 

1" group total 151 50 10 40 % 24 67 

4,Latin America 57 42 4 81 % 11 

5. USA 158 95 21 73 % 3 40 ' 

8. Canada 1 100 % 

Rest of Europe 24 16 3 79% 5 

Rest of World 2 2 100 % 

2"' group total 242 156 28 76% 3 56 

Total 393 3 206 38 52% 27 105 
I inc!. two statues of the Pinz6n brothers and one of Rodri go de Triana, alld busts fo r A. Perez and Juan de la Cosa 

2 ind o a stahle for Queen Isabella . . 
) the wcbpagcs counts 389 motlluncnts. since some of the Spain mOllluncnts a fC com-blllcd to a s lI1glc cnhy 

Comparison of the first group with the second group shows a remarkabl e result : not 
onl y are there more memorial s in the 2 nd, symbolic, gro up, b ut these me mOria ls a re do m
inated by s ta tues and busts o f Colum bus him self (76 %), whde the memOri als ~n the 
reo ions with a direct relati onship to life and travels of Columb us include o nl y 40% 01 these 

b . 

personal monuments and it is the "other" group whi ch dom ll1ates. . . 
Thi s can be explained by the fact that the memorial s in Ita ly, Spain and the Westln(li es 

generall y commemorate acti ons whi ch happened on the spot itself. I will give you some 

examples of each region: 

1. Italy, cspccially thc LigUl'ian coast, whcl'c Columbus was born . 
It is certain that Columbus was ra ised in the town of Genoa in lta ly. I-li s exact place 

of birth is not known, and there are several pl aces claiming to be hi s birthplace. Each of 

these places has a monument, of course. 
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• The birth house in Cogoleto shows a painting on the 
rac;:ade, whi ch is probably one of thc oldest memorials for 

olumbus. It includes an eight- line Itali an poem by 
Antoni o Columbus and dates from 1650. 

• Bettola 
• C uccaro 
• O utside Italy: 

Calvi , Corse 
o Ibi za, 8aleari e Islands 

Poio, Gal ieia, Spain 
Genoa itself has a number or monuments, such as the 

main monument on the Piazza Acquaverde in front of the 
train stati on, the Columbus I louse (a t ri ght)- the inscri ption 
shows that even the Genoese do not claim to be the birth 
place or Columbus: 

No house has a better name than thi s one. 
Ilere in hi s paternal home, Chri stopher Columhus 
passed his infancy and the beginning of hi s youth. 

A ndlhe statue of Columbu~ as a youth: thi s is a sculpture by Giulio M onteverde from 
about 1870. It i s named "The J."irst Inspirati on or the 130y Columbus". We see Columbus 
as a child sitting on a moorin g post upon a pier, against which the waves arc hrea kin g; he 
is in deep meditati on and holds a book in hi s hand. There are several copies of thi s statue, 
including one in Vancouver, I1rit ish Columbi a, and one in a 130ston museum. 

2. S pa in, cspecia lly the C osta del Sol, fJ'om whcJ'e he ~ilcd 

Main monument is that in Ilueiva. 
- In the town of Palos de la Frontera, from whi ch Col umbus lert r or hi s fi rst voy

age in J492, arc 20 memori als, but not a single one i s devoted to the person of Columbus. 
(Since thi s was written in 20m, a statue of Col umbus was erected near LaRabida Convent 
commemorating the SOOth anni versary of hi s death.) I show you my website index page 
for Palos. There are statues in Palos, but onl y for the local herocs, the broth ers Pinz6n, the 
shi p-owners and captains of Columbus's fl eet. 

- Nearby Rota honours l3artolome Perez, a nati ve of Rota and the pilot of the 
San Juan, a shi p of the fl eet or Columbus's second voyage, . lie is gi ven a plaque and a 
bust. A shi p model honors all the others on the fi rst tri p. 

- The memori al i n Sanilicar de l3arrameda, the harbor where Columbus left for 
hi s third voyage in 1498. T hi s monument shows on a map of the A tlanti c eean the track 
of thi s third voyage. It is a memori al rrom the firth centenary of thi s voyage, in 1998. Curi 
ouslyenough, there is no memori al in Cadi z, the port where Columbus lert for hi s fourth 
voyage in 1502 

- As a map hi stori an, I mostly like of 
course the monument ror Juan de la Cosa and 
his map in EI Puerto de Santa M ari a. 

- As a las t example the memori al that 
tri ggered me to make this Columbus Monu
ments Web page: a plaque in Madri gal de las 
A ltas Torres, a small town north of M adrid. 
Ilere is the place w here Queen Isabella was 
born . Thi s fac t was commemorated with a 
plaque, pl aced there by the Ili stori ca l com
mi ssion of l3exar county in San Antonio, 
·fexas. 
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nder its new president, as the chicI' executive was now called, thi s organi za ti on 
ori ginal ly rooted in fraternal societi es now reached out for membership and parti cipati on 
by patri oti c societi es that have a focus on hi stori cal events up th rough the A meri can 
Revolution. A n attractive gold-plated membership pin was introduced, along with a frame
able membership certifi cate with embossed and beribboned gold seal. Insigni a or orfi ce 
were also introduced, featuring the logo rrom the pin and the seal , suspended on a neck 
ri bbon incorporating the colors rrom Columbus's coat or arm s. In 1995 the board simpli 
fi ed the dues structure and decided to waive, at least ror the present, the former poli cy of 
res tri cting wreath- layin g as a pri vil ege of membership in the Associati on. 

A t Dr. C ud'man 's UI'ging, two interested organi zati ons, the Nati onal Italian Ameri 
can I :oundation (N IA F) and the Nati onal Society o f the Daughters of the f\meri 
can Revoluti on (NSDA R) , announced at the J 996 ceremonies the initiation of an 

annual nati onal Columbus essay contest open to students or all racial and ethni c groups in 
Grades 9 and 10, with NSDA R admini stering the contest and NIA I : prov iding a $ 1,000 
pri ze and transportati on for two to Washington where ("he w inner would read the winning 
essay at the Columbus Day Ceremonies the followin g year ( ( J 997). 

Revi sion and Lqx latin g of the by laws was approved at the 1996 general meetin g, 
along with a resoluti on naming Col umbus as "Man of the Millennium " and a proposa l ror 
securing its adopti on by other organi zations. 

In a 1998 streamlining of the ceremoni es, the annual Columbus Day address was 
dropped and the chi ef focus was placed on the reading of the winnin g essay hy its writer 
each yea r, ro ll owing remarks by diplomati c representati ves and reading of the presidential 
and mayoral Columbus Day procl amati ons, the paradigm that continues to thi s day.There 
were now more wreath-layers, too. Ilusic in 1998 was prov ided by the United States 
M arine 8and, then celebrati ng its own bi centennial. There w ere at the tim e 11 0 indi vidual, 
twenty organi za ti onal, and two commercial members, for a total of 142 paid memberships, 
and a growing number of honorary members (sec member li sting). 

W ith the growing membership incl uding many from other states, with twenty 
wreath-presenters coming from other states, and with the ceremonies at the nati onal 
Columbus Memori al now being th e rocus of a national essay contest sponsored by two 
other nati onal organi zati ons, the time seemed ripe to reclaim the titl e "Na ti onal 
Chri stopher Columbus Celebrati on" that had been used in the J. 970s, and rename the 
Associati on to refl ect what it had actuall y become: "The National Columbus Celebration 
Association." A t the general membershi p meeting on June I S, 1999, two weeks short of 
the tenth ann iversa ry of its founding, the change was made, to accord with the new rea lity. 

The basic organi za ti on structure and pattern o f the celebrati ons hilve both con
tinued ever since, as the SOOth anniversari es of the c10si ng events of Columbus's Ii fe were 
playing out, the events of each hi s final years recall ed in a seri es of special articl es in the 
program book. Then A ssociati on President Dr. Curfman was stri cken with leukemi a, and 
unable to attend the 2006 ceremonies commemorating the death of Colum bus 500 years 
ago, though he was intimately involved in pl anning and makin g arrangements ror the event 
f rom his hospi tal sickbed. One new feature of the cel ebrati on th at year was the carryin g in 
and posting of the 27 offi ciall y-authori zed fl ags that have fl own over the U.S., by a spe
cial unit of the I :ourth Degree Kni ghts of Columbus, the Honor A meri ca Corps. Thi s has 
been a part of each celebrati on since. 

Quite pleased after viewing a tape of that 2006 celebrati on, our devoted presi
dent did not li ve to sec the nex t one, passing away in Jul y, 2007. The program book that 
year was largely devoted to vari ous tributes to Dr. Curfman . 

NCCA vice president Torn I logan succeeded Dr. C urfman as Actin g President 
until elected as the Associati on's third chi ef executi ve at the nex t board meeting. 

- Edward M. SuI/ivan 
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cers and Supreme Board of Directors of the Kni ghts were there, and the ceremony was fol
lowed by a grand reception hosted by the Knights in the Co lumbus Club of Union Station. 
An anti -Columbu s protester wh o interrupted the ceremonies by defac ing the monument 
with red paint was quickl y hustl ed olT by the Park Police. The day before (Sunday) the reli 
gious celebrati on consisted of a special Quincentenary Mass at the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception to which the Supreme Kni ght presented a replica or the 
" Discovery Cross" that was brought to Santo Domingo by Pope John Paul II to a meeting 
of Ameri can bishops on October 12, 1984 in commemorati on of 500 years of evangel iza
ti on o f the Ameri cas. (That same cross, along with a repli ca of the dist.inctive Co lumbus 
Expeditionary Banner, leads the procession each year at the annual religious ce lebrati on at 
Holy Rosary Church. The banner is also carried bcJ'ore the wreath-presenters at today 's 
ceremony, as it is every year.) 

The Kni ghts also sponsored an essay contest on Columbus that yea r open to 
students in D.C. , Maryland, and Virginia, w ith the winner in each juri sd iction reading his 
or her essay at the ceremonies, a rorerunner of the national essay contest today. They 
closed their 199 1- 1992 Qu incentenary celebrati on in A ugust the foll ow ing year at their 
nati onal convention in New York City. 

T he 1992 Quincentenary celebration in Washington was held in the afternoon, 
cl osing a three-day celebration by the National Park Service and following a cele
brati on by NSDAR in the Columbus Club. Music for the statue ceremony was sup

plied by the Filarmon ica Sestrese Genoa Concert, on tour from Italy, and there was a brief 
presentati on by Louis Koerber, Pres ident of the Nati onal Flag Foundati on, observing the 
lOath anni versary of the Pledge of A llegiance, ori gina ll y composed in connecti on w ith the 
1892 Colu mbus Quadri centennial and incorporated by Congrcss into the Flag Code of thl: 
U.S. in the Pledge's fiftieth anni versary year, 1942. The Honor Guard from thl: Mi litary 
Distri ct of Washington began their annual appearances at the celebrati on. Th is annual pro
gram book was also introduced in that anni versary year and has been publ ished every Yl:a r 
since, grow ing in size and content. The new organizati on, WCCA, continued to sponsor 
the annual celebrations, a customary feature of which was an appearance by a Rcnaissance 
dance group. A dues structure was also establi shed and organi zational memberships intro
duced. 

4. Change in Leadership 

W ith the association well on its way and the 
Quineentenary celebrati on behind it, Chair
man John Moore was anxious to step down, 

having coordinated many such celebrations over the 
years. After reluctantly accepting several ex tensions of 
his service he became insistent, and. Dr. David R. 
Curfman a neurosurgeon in pri vate practice, now on 
the board of directors, accepted electi on as chief exec
uti ve in December, 1994. An equall y ardent devotee of 
Co lumbus, th ough neither a Knight nor Italian, he had 
been at the first meetings, and had also visited overseas 
Columbus sites , 

Other changes were also introduced, T he 
by laws were updated to accommodate the new struc
ture, the Board of Governors became the Board or 
Directors, and the Chairman became the President of 
the Assoc iation. 
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New Pres ident Dr. David Curfman 
presents John Moore with th e 
Founding Chairman Emeritus medal 
at the 1995 ce lebration. 

I-Iollwge a ll Ihe advel/ I II/' Ihe .IUih reI/leI/ilia I of Ihe il/ilia l voyage of Chrislopher 
ColulI/hus 10 II lI/ eri(,lI , Ihe cilizel/s of Jlt!x{/r ('OUI/ly, TexlIs, U.S.II., pay hOll/age 10 
Mlidriglil de IllS 1III1IS Torres hirlhplare of Que ell Isahel lile ('alholic whose illlellerr, hold
lIess ofspiril , love (~/,hllll/allily allli ('hrisliallily, allli lI/alerialllS-.I' isllIllCe co/llrilJ/lred sig
lIijl(,lIl1lly 10 Ihe dis('overy (l/'Ihe Ihelllll/kl/owl/ \Vorld 01/ Octoher 12, 1492. 

Signed by the Bexar County Historical Commiss ion. 

S"n I\ntonio. Texas. U.S.A .. 
Dr. Feli x I). A lm~ raz Jr .. chairman. 

3. West Indies, whel'e he actually landed 
Almost on every spot where Columbus set foot ashore is a kind of monument. On the island 
of San Salvador alone, where it is generall y believed that. he first contacted the new worl d, 
thl:n; arl: flVl: monuments. 

189 1 Chicago monument: The first monumelll on the 
spot was erected on the initiati ve of the Chicago Herald. 
is a crude stone structure on a narrow piccc of land 
between the ocean and the bay, with a marbl e plaque 
with an inscr iption anti a marble globe. ON T I-II S 
SPOT CHRI STOPHER COLUMB US FIRST SET 
FOOT ON T HE SOIL OF TH E NEW WORLD. 
ERECTED BY TH E CHICAGO HERALD JUNE 15, 
189 1. Undoubtedly, thi s monument is related with the 
world fair in Chicago. 
195 I Tappan monument: It was pu t th ere on 25 
February 195 I by the yaw l "Heloise" whi le on an 
around-the-world crui se. This expedition was fin anced 
by the Tappan gas company. 
1956 Whitc cross at the landfall : erccted on 25 th 
December 1956 by Ruth Durlacher Wolpcr. 
1988 at the spot where the Olympic fIaml: was brought to America for the games in 
Mexico. 
A monument hidden on the ocean fl oor. 
As you sec, no statue of Columbus here. A ll five monuments belong to thl: group of 

"other" monuments. But, in the acti vity center in Cockburn Town, the only town on San 
Salvador, is a reli ef portrait of Columbus. 

It seems that there is also a theory that the first landfall was not on San Sal vador, but on 
Grand Turk. To commemorate thi s, on the waterfront in Cockburn Town (same name, di 1'
rerent island) is a plaque claiming: GRAND TURK, FIRST LANDFALL OF CHRI STO
PHER COLUMBUS IN TH E NEW WORLD 12 OCTOBER 1492. 

There arc many other monuments at the places were Columbus set foot on Pucrto Rico, 
Jamaica, Cuba etc. 

The second gl'OLJP of Columbus monuments: Columbus as a symbol 
Thi s is the more difficult group to exp lain, even more since the maj ority ofthc Co lumbus 

monuments bclong 1.0 thi s group. There arc at least 150 Columbus memori als in the Un itcd 
States, and Columbus nevcr set root on the shores of what later became the USA. Bu t bcJ'ore 
wc go to the USA, let's look first at the other two regions. 

4. Elsewhel'e 
In Europe, oLitside Spain and Italy, arc sevl:ral monuments. They all have a symbolic 

value showing mainly Columbus as a discovercr among other discovers. In many cases he 
is one of a group. I will illustrate this with the Co lumbus memori als I found on my las t trip 
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I wi ll present them in chronologica l order. 
Handelsakadelllie: Next to the entrance of the Handelsakademie I der Wiener Kauf
mannschart (an eeonoics schoo l) are two statues by the sculptor Jose f Cesar. The 
1862 sta tue of Columbus (at right) with a map show ing the Americas in his len hand, 
to which he is pointing with his other hand ; the other stat
ue is of the 18th century Scottish economist Adam Smith . 
1864 (or later) Columbusplatz (Columbus Square), thi s 
square was named thus in 1864. On the square a house was 
bui lt - named Columbushof (Columbus Court) with two 
portrait medallions in its fa\aele: Co lumbus and Sir Francis 
Drake. 
188 1 Naturhistorisches Museum: at the top of the filr;ade of 
the museum of natural history are many statues, among 
them four discoverers: Columbus, Vasco da Gama, Ma
gellan, and Cook. 1912- 14 Oflice bui Iding on the square 
named Am HoL The building - now a bank - shows four 
portraitmedaill ons in its f,wade: from left to ri ght Colum
bus, Alessandro Volta (discoverer of the battery) and Josef 
Ressel (the inventor of the ship screw). I have no idea what 
relation these four have. I wrote to the bank, but dielnot yet 
receive any information. 

• 1966 (7) Columbusgasse or Co lumbus Street, nameclthus in 1864. On the fa\ acle of an 
apartment block buill. in 1966 is th is large mosaic showing a map of North America 
(Mex ico is clearly recognizable at the bottom of the mosaic), with Columbus hold ing 
the Span ish fl ag (stand ing in the Great Lakes area) , one of Columbus's ships, a stereo
typic Indian tent with an Indi an chid anel the seal of the United States (over Baja 
Cal iforni a). At the top arc th ree large black or grey bi rds fl y ing. I have not round any 
information about this mosaic. 

You st:e: of the si x mt:morials on San Sa l vador there was on ly one showing Columbus 
as a person, the fi ve monuments in Vienna all show the person Columbus. 

5. Latin Amcrica, from Mexico to AI'gentina 
I am afraid that my informati on on Co lumbus monuments in Latin America is incom

plete. So fa r, I locateel the numbers shown in Table 2. 

Table 2 
Mexico 12 Guatamual 3 Colombia 3 
Mexico 12 Honduras 3 Venezuela 4 

EI Salvador Ecuador 1 
Nicaragua 1 Peru 2 
Costa Rica 2 Brazil 4 
Panama Uruguay 2 
Central America 11 Bolivia 

Argentina 14 
Chile 3 
South America 36 

There is at Il:ast one monument in each of the Span ish speaking countrit:s. A lso Portuguese speaking 
Brazit has somc monumt:n ts. There arc no monuments in the other countri es (Bel ize. Guyana. 

Suriname. and French-Guyana). 
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completed Union Station. (The story of how it came to be there was told in las t year's pro
gram book.) The Illonument was completed in I Y 12 and unveiled on June 8 of that year, 
to the accoillpaniment of an elaborate four-day celebra ti on and a huge parade that is report
ed to have brought 20,000 Knights of Co lumbus to the city, and the largest overall allen
dance since the victory parade follow ing the Civil War. The Marine Band, which has been 
prov iding music for the celebration for a number of rccent years (including today 's), first 
did so at that 19 12 unveili ng ceremony. 

Newspaper archives and those o f the Kn ights of Columbus and the Lido Club 
report a number of Columbus Day cc lebrati ons at the monument in succeed ing years, and 
there is every reason to believe that there was one each year, under the aegis of Ital ian 
groups and the Kni ghts of Co lumbus. In 1934 Congress au thori zed and requested the 
Pn;sidentto issue an annual Co lumbus Day proc lamation. 

In 197 1 the celebrations received spec ial focus when the 1968 legis lation estab
l ishing the " Monday holiday law" spec ified that Columbus Day and severa l other annual 
hol idays would always occur on specified M ondays, giving Federal workers three day 
weekends (apparent ly a primary purpose of the legislati on) . The special ce lebration at the 
memori al that year was billed as tht: "First Nati onal Columbus Day Celebration," the term 
"Nati onal Columbus Day Celebrati on" bt: ing retained for severa l successi ve ce lebrati ons. 
Then in the 1976 bicentennial year a particularly elaborate celebration took pi act:, with 
Presidt:nt Gcrald R.Ford a\.lend ing and lay ing a wreath. (President Tart, who allcnded the 
19 12 unvei ling, is the on ly other president known to have allended a Co lumbus ccremony 
at the memorial.) Ital ian groups, with cooperati on from the Knights of Columbus, organ
ized the 1976 celebrati on. In the foll owing years the celebrations were hand led by either 
or both of these two groups, 

3. Founding and Eady Days of thc Association 

A key mcmber of the Knights coordinating thcir involvement was J()hn C.Moorc, 
who, as the 1992 Quincentenary neared, saw a need to have a more perInant:nt 
organi zati on t:s tabli shed to plan and carry out the ceremonies and be in a position 

to obtain offi cial recognition from the Christopher Co lumbus Qu ineentenary Jubil ee 
Commission es tahli shed in 1984 by Congress. 

A seri es of meetings of interested partit:s he convened at the 
Touchdown Club in the late 1980s it:d to the development of by laws and 
their acceptance by the group to establi sh the "Washington Columbus 
Celebration Association" on June 29, 1989, which can bt: considered as 
the birthday of our Association . .l ohn Moore was eit:t:lt:d its IIrst chairman, 
a secretary and treasurer were elected, and a Board of Governors estab
li shed, with representati on from the two major founding groups, the 
Knights of Columbus (the dominan t group) and the Order Sons of Ita ly in 

John C. Moore America, but with an openness to involvement by any part ies interested 
in celebrating Columbus. Initi al membership in the organizati on includ

ed only individuals, but no organi zati ons. Among those participating in th at histori c meet
ing were Dr. David R. Cirrfman, later to serve as President of the Association, and Carl A. 
Anderson, later to become Supreme Kni ght of the Kni ghts of Co lumbus, who gave a maj or 
address at the 1993 evenl. 

The first major celebrati on under the aegis of the Association came a yt:ar be
fore the 1992 Qu incentennial year. The Knights of Columbus decided to open their or
der-wiele year- long ( 199 1-1 992) celebration of the Quincentenary with an elaborate cere
mony at the Columbus Memorial in Washington in 199 1. A special roo fed stage was erect
ed to the ri ght as one faces the memorial , and a larger-than-usual audience accomillodat
ed. The principal speaker was Attorney Gent:ral Wi ll iam P. Barr. All of the Supreme olTi -
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Celebrating ollr Iwelltieth anniversary 

Genesis and History of the 
National Columbus Celebration Association 

1. Antecedents 

W ashington 's nearby neighbor to the nOI·th, the much older city of Ballimore, 
has the distinction of being the locati on or the oldest known monument 
to Columbus, an obeli sk erected in 1792 commemorating the tercentenary of 

the discovery. (Sec photograph on page 22.) The Columbus Monuments web site descri bes 
it as rollows: 

It was donated by the French Consul to Ba ltimore, Charles Francois Adrian de 
Pau lmier, Chevalier d'Anmour. It is the first monument to Columbus in the 
United States (and in thc world). It was ini tially erected in 1792 on the consul's 
estate at the corner of North Avenue and Harford Road. It was moved to the 
present locat ion in Herring Run Park ncar Harford Road ncar the Samuel 
Ready Institute on Columbus Day, 1964. 

Christopher P. George wrote about this monument: "Dc Paulmier was apparently 
rond or entertaining on his firty -aere estate, Vill a Belmont, north of Baltimore 
Town . The story goes th at one evening, he engaged with his guests in a 
conversati on on "Great Men or the Western World. " Someone mentioned that 
1792 wou ld be the three hundredth ann iversary of the discovery of America 
and that nowhere in the New World was there a monument to com memorate 
the great discoverer, ChriStopher Columbus. Dc Paulmier vowed to rectify the 
oversight , and so he erected the obel isk on his properly." 

M ore about thi s monument in an arti cle by Tom Chalkley in the Balt imore City 
Paper of I S March 2000 (http://www.citypaper.com/2000-03- IS/eharmed.html) . 

(There arc two inscripti ons, The (irst eight-line inscripti on is: " SACRED I TO THE I 
MEMORY I OF lei-IRIS I .COLMBUS I OCTOB. XII I MDC VIII C". The second is on 
a small metal tablet on the side: "COLUMBUS MONUMENT I RE-. LOCATED FROM 
NORTH AVENUE I EAST OF HARFORD ROAD AND RE-DEDICATED I OCTOBER 
12, 1964 /THEODORE R. McKELDIN IMAYOR".) 

Baltimore also has the distinction of having the oldest Columbus Dall parade 
ill the U.S., dating from 1890. 

The celebration in the U.S. of the quadricentennial year of the discovery ( 1892) 
all raCled national and international attenti on. with the acclaimed World Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago in 1893, hosting 27 million visitors. Among the organizations espe
ciall y interested i 11 Columbus were the Kni ghts of Columbus, founded in 1882, and the 
Daughters or the American Revolution, founded at the beginning of the 1890s. 

The c los ing years of that decade saw the Spanish American War and the emer
gence or the United States as a world power, symboli zed in part by President Roosevelt 's 
sending the Great White Fleet on its world tour, and initi ati on of the constructi on or the 
Panama Canal. As the capital city or thi s growing power, Washington was giving increas
ing attention to improving its monumental publi c spaces and appearance Co lumbus would 
soon make a grand entrance into the capital. 

2. Celebrating Columbus in Washington 

I t was a Knigllt of Columbus (an ollker of Potomac Council , which stilllOday is ac
ti ve in downtown Washington) who insti gated the leg islat ion in 1907 lead ing to erec
ti on of the Co lumhus Memorial and Foun tain inlhe public place in rront or the newly-
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I have information for only a few of these monuments on the occasion of their unvei l
ing; therefore I cannot make a reli ab le analys is of them. 

M ost of the monuments here arc full size statues pointing to yonder or with a globe. 
One of the few exceptions is the monument in Gaiman, Argentina, whi ch is a simple 

obeli sk 

6. United States of America 
With IS8 Columbus memorials the United States has almost half of the tota l number or 

these memorials. 
Why arc there so many or these memorial s in the USA? Jo Ann Emerson, United States 

Representative of Missouri 's 8th district, tri ed to explain the enthusiasm for Columbus in 
the United States as follows (8 Oct. 1999) : 

" How did a man. who had no idea that he had opened the door to our continent 

become such a prominent fi gure in our national consciencc? After winning free
dom from thc King of England . America cut itself ofT from the O ld World and it s 
history. As a m:w republic. A lm:rica esscntially found itself wi thout a national histoy 

Americans were left to create a new shared 
national story and heros. While the evolu
ti onary leaders were the obvious choices 
for our historical heros. Ihey believed being 
deemed so wou ld be undemocrati c. 

Americans. searching for a history and a 

hero. discovered Columbus. In Colulll 

bus, our new nati on found a symbol of 

fortilllde, pioneeri slll and discovery from 

I he distant pas!. 

Like Columbus. our Found ing Fa thers 

and earl y patriots found a way to escape 

from the Old World. Just as Columbus 

challcnged the unknown seas 10 find a 

New World . the American revoluti ona-

ies challenged the establi shed order to 

found a new nation free from kings and 

full of new beginnings. Colu mbus the 

explorer embod ied the spirit of American 

discovery and progress as 19th century 

OIUlllbu .. 
and Colutnbia 
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American explorers such as Lew is and Clark sought oul to discover our frontier and our 

pioneers setlled Ihe distant plains. And cach of our own forefathers. who braved the 

unknown to immigrate across the seas throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. disp layed a 

simil ar courage and determination as Co lumbus in IInding freedom and opportunit y in 

America." 

Emerson seems to have taken her inspiration from books li ke Columbus and Columbia, 
publi shed in 1892. Thi s work - as you sec on its title page (above)- includes the complete 
history or America with emphasis on Columbus. 

In a paper delivered at the dedication ceremonies or the Columbi an fair in Chicago in 
1892, Chauncey M. Depew formul ated "the lights which illumine our firmament today arc 
Co lumbus the discoverer, Washington the rounder, and Lincoln the sav iour" (perhaps it 
would be a good idea to li st the monuments ror Washington and Lincoln in the USA, and 
sec i r there is any si mi larity with the Co lumbuses). It is rather questionable i I' the nation's 
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need for a "democrati c" hero is the full 
ex planation of the many, many Columbus 
memorial s in the USA. 

The first objection against Emerson's 
theory is the di stribution over the country. 
Look at thi s map with the distribution o f 
Co lumbus memorials in the United 
States. You sec the distribution is not 
equally over the states. Of course, partly 
thi s odd distribution is caused by the pop
ulation density, whi ch is indeed the 
largest in the northeast. 

However, when we compare the pop
ulaton with the number of monuments, 
no rela- ti on is found: 7.5 million persons 
in New Jersey share 32 monuments, 
while over 9 million in Michigan have 
only 2 monu-ments; The state of New 
York, with 18 million inhabitants, has 25 
monuments, the 17 million Texans only 
4. Three million people in Oklahoma 
don't have a Co lumbus, whereas the 
same number of people in Connecti cut 
have IS. 

Moreover, if Columbus "embodied 
the spirit of A merican discovery and 
progrcss," why arc there so many states 
embodying that spirit without Columbus 
memorials? 

Tab le 3 shows the relation between 
the popu lation and the number or 
Co lumbus monuments. 

The ri ght co lumn shows the num
ber of persons (multiply by 1000) per 
monument. States not listed do not 
have a Columbus monument. 

Example: Massachusetts has 
5,9 13,000 inhabitants and nine 
Columbus monuments, that is one 
monument per 657,000 persons. 

A nd so we must conclude that there 
has to be another reason for erecting 
Columbus monuments. This was not 

--------------~, ------
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• Columbus Monuments 

Table 3 

Inhabitants Number of Inh .lMon. 
STATE x 1000 Monuments 

New Jersey 7,736 32 242 

New York 17,950 24 748 

Pennsylvania 12,040 14 860 

Connecticut 3,239 15 216 

Massachusetts 5,913 9 657 

DC 604 9 67 

California 29,063 7 4,152 

Illinois 11,658 8 1,457 

Ohio 10,907 6 1,818 

Florida 12,671 4 3,168 

Texas 16,991 4 4,248 

Rhode Island 998 4 250 

Maryland 4,694 4 1,174 

Wisconsin 4,867 4 1,217 

Michigan 9,273 2 4,637 

Louisiana 4,382 2 2,191 

Colorado 3,317 2 1,659 

Missouri 5,159 2 2,580 

Virgin ia 6,098 2 3,049 

Wasshington 4,761 2 2,361 

Indiana 5,593 1 5,593 

Minnesoda 4,353 1 4,353 

Delaware 673 1 673 

Georg ia 6,486 1 6,486 

Iowa 2,840 1 2,840 

too difficult to discover. When you read the inscriptions on the monuments it 
becomes very c lear what this additional reason is. 

I show you in Table 4 a random choice of Columbus monuments with 
part of the in-scribed tex t. 

28 53 



REGULAR INDIVIDUAL MEMBER 

Richard S. Aleksy, PSD, FM, K of C 
William B. Alexander V 
Florence O. Anderson 
Raymond J. Anselmo 

Dominic F. Antonelli, Jr. 
Edward P. Ashe 

Paul E. Biciocchi 
Joyce M. Bockemuehl 

Richard P. Branson 
Helen V. Brooks 

William H. Brown III 
Anthony A. Cantalupo, Jr. 

John Capozzi 
Serena Cantoni 

Joseph P. Cardillo 
Dino J. Caterini 

Richard Ceccone 
Mary Catucci 
Mario Ciarlo 

G. Pino Cicala 
Loreto J . Claveli 

Carroll Jefferson Collins 
Joseph H. Cordes 

Katharine Clayton Crittenberger 
Maj. Gen. Willis D. Crittenberger, Jr., USA, Ret. 

Blanche L. Curfman 
Lucio A. D'Andrea 

Peter R. Davio 
Sheila H. Davis 

John M. Dezinno 
Nick DiBattista 

Peter Arrott Dixon 
Leonard M. Durso 

Maureen Walker Duvall 
Millicent E. Duvall 

Col. Wilfred L. Ebel, AUS, Ret. 
Thomas C. Etter, Esq. 
Joseph A. Fernandez 

Ben C. Filipczyk 
Col. Richard S. Flahaven 

Gary Michael "Gus" Gallagher 
Peter D. Gervais, PSD, K of C 

Louis F. Giacchino 
Ronald P. Gorman 
E. Linda Guidotti 

Richard G. Head, PSD, MFD, K of C 
George A. Henderson, Jr. 
Richard J. Higgins, Esq. 

John M. Hilliard 
Martha V. Hilton 

Thomas J . Hogan, PSD, K of C 
Col. Andrew M. Johnson, AUS 

Robert A. Kengla 
James Patrick Kiernan, Ph.D. 

Patrick Korten 
Thomas B. Lank, DO 

Anthony Leggio 
Rev. Richard Libby 

John Magnani 
Gino Marinucci 

Caesar B. Martinez, FM, K of C 
Russell D. Maske 

J . P. McCusker, PSD, FM, K of C 
John C. Moore, FCE, PSD, K of C 

T. Eric Morsicato 
William M. Mulvihill , PSD, FVSM, K of C 

Peter F. Nostrand 
Angelo Puglisi , Jr. 

Kenneth Osik 
Daniel J . Quagliarello 
Stephanie L. Razzano 

Dorothy C. Ries 
Jose N. Rodriguez 

Col. Eric Rojo 
Alfred M. Rotondaro, Ph.D. 

Mary Lu Saavedra 
Joseph A. Sauro, PSD, K of C 

Joseph Scafetta, Jr., Esq. 
Louis J. Scalfari 

Dominic Schiattareggia 
Charles H. Smallwood, PGK, PFN, MFD 

Rita W. Smith 
Dr. Daniel L. Stabile 

Thomas Stallone, Sr. 
Dr. Duke Nordinger Stern 

Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D., PSD, K of C 
Teresa M. Talierco 
Carl Leroy Tibery 

John V. Tieso 
Anthony R. Tringale, C.L.U. 

Steven J. Upton 
John R. Urciolo 

Rev. Lydio F Tomasi 
Joseph P. Vaghi, Jr. 

Gustav S. Weber, PSD, K of C 
Lloyce Ann West 

Ronald B. White, PSD, K of C 
William Grantham Wood 

Mark F. Woznak 
Andrew M. Zaso 

NATIONAL SPONSORS 

William Brown, III 
Mary Catucci 
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Daniel J.Quagliarelio 
Rita W. Smith 

Table 4 

Garfield NJ PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF GARFI ELD UNICO is a US service 
BY THE GARFIELD CHAPTER OF organizat ion similar to Rotary, 
UNICO NATIONAL its membership is exc lusively 
OCTOBER 15, 1967 open to American men and 

women of Italian heritage 
- . --

Hoboken NJ ERECTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THIS 
COMMUNITY UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF THE ITALIAN-AMER-

ICANS OF HOBOKEN 
- -- --

New York, PER INIZIATIVA DEL 
Columbus Circle PROGRESSO ITALO AMERI CANO 

- - --
New London, DONATED BY THE ITALIAN RESIDENTS 
CT OF NEW LONDON OCT. 12, 1928 

Other states 

Walla Walla WA DEDICATED TO CHRI STOPHER Paid for by subsc ription by 
COLUMBUS ITALY'S ILLUSTRIOUS SON the Italian immigrant farmers 

Houston TX Erected in 1992 in the park 
across from the Italian 
American Center - --

Indianapolis Funded by Italian immigrants 
in Indiana 

San Francisco Erected by the Italian 
commun ity of North Beach. 

ConclusIOn 
From thi s sampl e you see the invo lvement of the Italian popu lati on in erecting Columbus mon u

ments. 

Persons with 

• 

ancestors 
20-25% 

D 
D 
o 

15-20% 

10-15% 

5-10% 

1-5% 

0-1 % 

I sholV you herc a map of th c USA with thc pcrccntage of thc populati on of Itali an 
dcsccnt. Thc largest conccntrati on of Italo-Amcri cans is in thc northcastcrn states . Thc 
thrce statcs lV ith thc hi ghcst pcrccntagc arc Ncw Jcrscy, NelV York , and Pcnnsylvan ia, and 
thcse arc thc states with thc hi ghcstnumbcr of Columbus monumcnts (Tablc 4) . 
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Table 4 
State inhabitants Number of Percent 

x 1000 monuments Italians 
New Jersey 7,736 32 10.8 
New York 17,950 24 23. 1 
Pennsylvania 12,040 14 9.9 
Connecticut 3,239 15 4.6 
Massachusetts 5,913 9 6.2 
DC 604 9 0.1 
Cal ifornia 29,063 7 9.4 
Illinois 11,658 8 5.3 
Ohio 10,907 6 4.3 
Florida 12,671 4 3.8 
Texas 16,991 4 1.6 
Rhode Island 998 4 1.5 
Maryland 4,694 4 1.5 
Wisconsin 4,867 4 1 
Michigan 9,273 2 2.8 
Lou isiana 4,382 2 1.4 
Colorado 3,317 2 
Missouri 5,159 2 
Vi rg inia 6,098 2 1 
Washington 4,761 2 0.9 
Indiana 5,593 0.7 
IMinnesota 4,353 0.5 
Delaware 673 0.4 
Georgia 6,486 0.4 
Iowa 2,840 

T hi s table shows the relation between the percentage of Itali ans (ri ght column) and thc number of 
Columbus monumcnts. States not li sted do not havc a Columbus monumcnt and have all a percent
age of Italians of 0.5 % or less. 

Source: U.S. Ccnsus burcau : 1980 census. Table 3a Persons who reported a singlc ancestry group 
for regions and states hllp://www.ccnsus.gov/popul ation/www/censusdata/pc80-s l - 10.htm l 

Gcnerally. onl y 50% of the population reportcd a single ances try group 

And both maps together for compari son. 

. 
i ..... ~ 

• ~~ 1 \ . 
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Persons with 
Italian ancestors 

20·25% 

_ 15·20% 

LI 

10·15% 

5·10% 

0 ·1% 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

ORGANIZATIONS 
Archdiocese of Washington 

The United States Army Band 
" Pershing's Own" 

The United States Marine Band 
"The President's Own" 

INDIVIDUALS 
Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, Chaplain, U. S. House of Representatives 

Blanche l. Curfman 
Rafael Jover Y De Mora Figueroa 

Doria Dean Elton Kemper, HPG-NSDAR 
James P. Kiernan, Ph.D., OAS 

lloyd J. Ogilvie, D.D., Former Chaplain, U.S. Senate 
Jose l. Restepo. Ll.D., OAS 

Msgr. Roger C. Roensch, 
Director, Bishops Office for U.S. Visitors to the Vatican 

Ana Maria Snell, Ph.D., University of Maryland 
Mrs. Presley Merritt Wagoner, HPG-NSDAR 

linda Tinker Watkins, HPG-NSDAR 
2009 One-Year Membership for Last Year's Essay Contest Winners: 

Christina Jean Moazad, 1st Place Winner 
Hayley Shoeppler, 2nd Place Winner 
Rebecca Si-Mei-Au, 3rd Place Winner 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
FOUNDING CHAIRMAN EMERITUS, 1995: 

John C. Moore, PSD, K of C 
DISTINGUISHED OFFICER MEDAL, 1996: 
Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D., PSD, K of C 

DISTINGUISHED MEMBER MEDAL, 1998: 
Gustav S. Weber, PSD, K of C 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL, 1999: 
Alfred M. Rotondaro, Ph.D. 

COUNSELOR EMERITUS MEDAL, 2005: 
Richard J. Higgins, Esq. 

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS 

CACI 
Bob Grill, General Contractor 
Insurance Consulting Group 

W. B. Maske Sheet Metal Works 
Forum Properties 
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NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 
ASSOCIATION 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERS 

GENERAL 

National Italian-American Foundation 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

Margaret Whetten Chapter of the District of Columbia, D.A.R. 
Lido Civic Club of Washington, D.C. 
Holy Rosary Church (Italian Parish) 

Order Sons of Italy in America 
Roma Lodge No. 71, O.S.I.A. 

George Washington Lodge No. 2038, O.S.I.A. 
Abruzzo and Molise Heritage Society 

Bladensburg Rotary Club 
Young America Works Public Charter School 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Supreme Council 
District of Columbia State Council 

Maryland State Council 
Virginia State Council 

Harry J. Canter Insurance Agency 
Washington Council No. 224, DC 

Potomac Council No. 433, DC 
Fr. Francis J. Diamond Council No. 6292, VA 

St. Mary of the Assumption Council No. 9302, MD 
Fr. Horace B. McKenna Council No. 11024, MD 

Cardinal Patrick O'Boyle Council No. 11302, DC 
Bishop McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights, MD 
Washington Assembly No. 151, 4th Degree, DC 

Fr. Andrew White Assembly No. 377, 4th Degree, MD 
Father O'Keefe Assembly No. 1162, 4th Degree, VA 

Commodore Barry Assembly No. 1163, 4th Degree, VA 
Richmond Assembly No. 1165, 4th Degree, VA 

Fr. Walter F. Malloy Assembly No. 1894, 4th Degree, VA 
Msgr. McMahon Assembly No. 2205, 4th Degree, VA 

Cardinal Hickey Prince of the Church Assembly 2534, 4thDegree, DC 
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Why the Italinns? Why not the S panish community? 
A t the unveiling of the monument in Reading, Pennsylvania, in 1925, the president of 

the Columbus Monument Committee, Dr Ferdinando Coll etti , explained th i s as follows: 
"A mong the thousands of I tal ians who wi th their genius have con tributed to the ad

vancement of our civili zati on, Col umbus stands l i ke a giganti c fi gure for he di scovered a 
new continent and founded a new civi li za ti on which was to give to the world a higher con
cepti on of the divine ri ghts of men. 'rhe great I tal ian nav igator discovered A meri ca; anoth
er great Ital ian, }\meri co Vespucc i, gave our country her beautiful name." 

In the RC<ldi ng pam ph let of 1925 i s a four page li st wi th 750 names of I tal ian s who con

tri buted to the monument. 
A n interes ting example is thi s initiative of single Ital i an immi grant. .Iohn Schepis of 

Sici l y star ted a small shop in Columbia, Louisiana. A round 19 16 he planned a bigger 
buildin g. " It wou ld be finer, a fittin g showplace, where one could desplay one's pride in 
the new country, and sti ll the love for the old." 

Ital ians want to honour an Ital ian, who played such an important role in the h istory of 
the world - and made the founding of the USA possibl e. Simply spoken: Without Colum

bus, no United States of A merica .. 
'rhe people in Worcester, Massachusetts, exaggerated th is statement, and inscribed on 

thei r statue, erected in 1978: 

Not even the rnountainous waves of the mighty 
Atlantic could halt the progress of the Nina, 
Pinta and Santa Maria, ullder the guidance of the 
great navigator, illspired by the Lord to go forth. 
search for alldfilld these Ullited States of America. 
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Thus, Christopher Columbus was not pl anning to find a westerly route to the Indi es, but 

he wanted to go to the United States o f Ameri ca. 
Although it is understandable that Itali an communities erect monuments for their fcl 

low-coutryman, I cannot explain why the Spanish communiti es don't. Suggestions are wel

come. 
Here in Ne'vv O rleans I found yesterday a small Columbus memorial with Spani sh ori 

gin , Pl aza de Espana (at the end of Canal Street). Around a fountain are the coats-of-arm s 
of all Spani sh provinces. 'fhat of Huelva, from where Columbus sail ed, shows a map or the 
old and new wo rld with Columbus's ships and the dates 3 A ugust and 12 Oc- tober 1492. 

COLOMBO says , . "Come CI d !!Ott me ~om!time 1-Oon" 
102 EA 5 45 th S IH E 
.1. "'0- . t"'Ura c)'l H. I 41 •. : 37:: 

en. (c - J J",rtOI\.:nc 

I want to fini sh my paper w ith another opini on on Columbus' moti ves: he did no t want 

to discover the USA, but the best steaks in the world on I~s t 45th Street! 

L it. 
Columbus Day : Celebrating the Pioneering Spirit of America. Weekly Column by Jo Ann 
Emerson , United States Representative, Missouri's 8th district, 8 Oct. 1999 
(http://www.house.gov/emerson/coI10899.htm) 
Unveiling and dedication of the Columbus Monument, (Reading, Penn. , 1925) , with 
- Chauncey M. Depew, Th e Columbian Oration. 
- Ferdinando Co lletti , The Discovery of America: Its Relation to World Progress . 

© 2003 Peter van der Krogt 

Editors Note: STATUES OF THE YOUTHFUL COLUMBUS (left to right) can be seen in St. Petersburg, Russia 
(Hermitage Museum) , New York City (Columbus High School) Vancouver, BC (see discussion of Genoa in the article), 
and Washington, DC (Holy Rosary Parish court-yard) . 
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NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

Ever since the dedication in 1912 of the magnificent COLUMBUS 
Memorial and Fountain in Columbus Plaza in front of Union Station , the site 
has been a focal point for annual celebrations mainly by Knights of Columbus and 
Italian-American organizations to honor the great navigator and discoverer. In 
1934 Congress authorized and requested the President to issue an annual 
Columbus Day proclamation , and in 1968 declared Columbus Day a federal hol
iday, commencing in 1971 , with a three-day celebration termed the "First National 
Columbus Day Celebration ." 

Under the leadership of the Knights and Italian-Americans , annual cele
brations involving U.S. military organizations, the diplomatic corps--especially 
Italy, Spain , and The Bahamas--and the National Park Service cu lminated in 1989 
in establishment of a permanent organization , the Washington Columbus 
Celebration Association , to plan proper observance of the forthcoming Quin 
centenary anniversary (1991-92) and put the annual celebrations on a firmer foot
ing with permanent sponsorship. Involvement of many national organizations , 
many individual members from other parts of the country, and the integration of an 
annual national NIAF-DAR essay contest into the celebration led to the change of 
name ten years later to the National Columbus Celebration Association , con
sistent with what the celebration was called when the Federal Hol iday was estab
li shed two decades earlier. 

According to its by laws , "The Association seeks to honor not only the 
memory of Columbus and his historic achievement in linking the Old World 
and the New, but also the higher values that motivated and sustained him in 
his efforts and trials. These virtues-his faith, the courage of his convic
tions, dedication to purpose, perseverance in effort, professional excellence, 
and boldness in facing the unknown-are as appropriate today as they were 
in his time." The Association invites individuals and organizations who ident ify 
with these purposes to become members. (See application on last page of this 
booklet.) 

The Association is governed by a board of directors elected to staggered 
three-year terms by the general membersh ip at the annual membership meeting . 
Officers are chosen annually for one-year terms by the board . Current board 
members and officers are: 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Col. Thomas J. Hogan, USA Ret., President 

John C. Moore, Founding Chairman Emeritus 
James P. McCusker, Vice President 

Peter R. Davio, Treasurer 

Peter E. Biciocchi 
Mario Ciario 

G. Pino Cicala 
Leonard M. Durso 
Ben C. Filipczyk 
Peter D. Gervais 

Steven J. Upton, Secretary 

Martha V. Hilton 
Patrick Korten 

Honorary: 
Edward M. Sullivan, PhD. 

Gustav S. Weber 
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The 27 Official Flags of the United States 
State 

I Delaware 
2 Pennsy lva nia 
1 New Jersey 
4 Georgia 
5 Conn ecticut 
6 Massachu setts 
7 Maryland 
8 South Caroli na 
9 New Hampshire 
10 Virginia 
II New York 
12 North Carolina 
11 Rhode Island 
14 Vermont 
15 Kentucky 
16 Ten nessec 
17 Ohio 
18 Louisiana 
19 Ind iana 
20 Mississipp i 
21 Ill inois 
22 A labama 
23 Maine 
24 Missouri 
25 A rkansas 
26 Mi chigan 
27 Florida 
28 Texas 
29 Iowa 
10 Wi sconsin 
1 I Ca liforni a 
32 Minncsota 
130rcgon 
14 Kansas 
35 Wcst Vi rg inia 
36 Nevada 
37 Nebraska 
38 Colorado 
19 North Dakota 
40 South Dakota 
4 1 Montana 
42 Washington 
43 Idaho 
44 Wyoming 
45 Utah 
46 Oklahoma 
47 New Mex ico 
48 Ari zona 
49 A laska 
50 Hawaii 

Date Ratified 
or Admitted 
Dec. 7, 1787 

Dcc. 12, 1787 
Dcc. 18, 1787 

.I an. 2, 1788 

.I an. 9, 1788 
Feb. 6, 1788 

April 28, 1788 
May 21, 1788 
June 2 1, 1788 
Junc 25, 1788 
Ju ly 26, 1788 
Nov. 21,1789 
May 29, 1790 

March 4, 1791 
June I , 1792 
June I , 1796 

March I , 1803 
Apri l 30, 1812 

Dec. 11 ,1816 
Dec. IO, 1817 
Dec. 3, 1818 
Dec. 14, 1819 

March 15, 1820 
Aug. 10,182 1 
June 15, 1836 

.I an.26, 1817 
March 3, 1845 

Dec.29, 1845 
Dce. 28, 1846 
May 29,1848 
Sepl. 9, 1850 
May I I , 1858 
Feb. 14, 1859 

.I an.29, 186 1 
June 20,1863 
Oed I , 1864 

March I , 1867 
Aug. 1, 1876 
Nov. 2, 1889 
Nov. 2, 1889 
Nov. 8, 1889 

Nov. I I , 1889 
Ju ly 1, 1890 

July 10, 1890 
.I an. 4, 1896 

Nov. 16, 1907 
.Ian. 6, 1912 

Feb. 14, 1912 
.I an. 3, 1959 

Aug.2 1 1959 

Flag 
De.l·igll. 

1st 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 

5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 

10th 
II th 
12th 
I j th 
14th 
15th 
16th 
17th 
18th 
19th 
20th 

21 st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 

25 th 
26th 
27th 

Dates 
ill. Use 

1777- 1795 

1795- 1818 
Ju ly 4, 1818 
Ju ly 4, 1819 

July 4, 1820 
July 4, 1822 
.July 4, 1836 

July 4, 1837 
July 4, 1845 
Ju ly 4,1 846 
Ju ly 4, 1847 
July 4, 1848 
Ju ly 4, 185 1 
July 4, 1858 
July 4, 1859 
Ju ly 4, 186 1 
Ju ly 4, 1863 
.Ju ly 4, 1865 
Ju ly 4, 1867 
Jul y 4, 1877 

Ju ly 4, 1890 
July 4, 189 1 
Ju ly 4, 1896 
Jul y 4, 1908 

Ju ly 4, 1912 
Ju ly 4, 1959 
Ju ly 4, 1960 

No. of 
Stars 

13 

15 
20 
21 

21 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
j l 
32 
11 
34 
35 
36 
37 
18 

41 
44 
45 
46 

48 
49 
50 

No. 
Stripes 

13 

15 
13 
13 

13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 

13 
13 
13 
13 

13 
13 
13 

From Milo M. Qui/e. Melvill 1. Weig. alld floy F Applelllall . "lhe H islOry of Iile Ulli led Sill Ies Flag. I Il"per 011£1 

ROlli. New 'York, 1<)61 
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Phoenix, 
Arizona 

NYC -
Columbus 

Circle 

Sevilla-Egg 

More Photos of Monuments 
Crosses, Columns and Unumal Memorials 

Huntington, NY Carolina Cantano, 
Puerto Rico 

Barcelona, 
Spain 

Bahamas, Underwater 
Memorial, Land ing Site 

11 

Buenos Ai res, 
Argent ina 

Denver, 
Colorado 

-Ft. Lauderdaie, 
Florida 

Aguada, 
Puerto Rico 

Scotch Plains, 
NJ 



A Special Coiumbu.f Memorial 

The Columbus Memorial Library 
of the Organization of American States 

Melllor ia ls COllie illlltallyj(J I'III.\· ill addilioll III litose oj'sl(Jlle. lIIelal. alld oliter sClllplural alld displav 
lIIalerials witicit are lite ilia ill ./ilClI.\· of litis year:-- pruJ.:ralll book. /3everly Witarloll -Lake. Direclor oj' 
lite Co itllllbus Melllorial Lilirarl' jilr lite GAS. represellled lital orJ.:wli:al ioll al lasl year:-- COllllllblls 
Day celebralioll alld delivered" Ille j(lI/owillJ.: relllarks abolll alloliler CO/III11/ms Melllorial ill 

Wasiti llglOIl abolll witicit lIIosl OJ' IIS kllew lillie. 

Good Morning. I am honored to be here today for the Columbus Day 
Celebrati on paying tribute to the life and aeeompli shments o f Chri stopher 
Columbus. I bring greetings on behalf of the Organization of American States, 
Secretary General Jose Mi guel Insul za, A ss istant Secretary General A lbert 
Ramdin and Secretary for External Relations, A mbassador Suzanne Laporte. 

Statue of Queen Isabella at 
main entrance to the ~AS . 
presented by Spain in 1966 
(columbus.vanderkrogf.net) 

T hi rty four (34) democracies in the Western 
Hemisphere compri se the acti ve membership of the 
Organization of A merican Slates of'ten referred to as 
the OAS with Headquarters here in Washington, DC. 
Chri stopher Columbus traveled to the shores of sev
eral or the Member Countries ineluding Anti gua and 
Rarbuda, the Bahamas, Costa Rica, Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti , Honduras, 
Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Sl. KillS and Nevi s, 
Tri nidad and Tobago and Vene7.uela. 

T he Organi 7.ation of American Slates s(;rv(;s 
as a testament to diplomatic cooperation and aspires 
to achieve democracy, justi ce, peace and prosperity 
in the Americas. T he OAS promotes and supports 
democracy, human ri ghts, multidimensional sccurity 
and integral development in the Americas and seeks 
to prevent conflicts and to bring pol itical stability, 
social inclusion and prosperity to the region through 
dialogue and coll ective action. 

The important influence of Chri stopher Columbus was recognized at the 
first International Conf"crenee or American States. held in 1890. As the 
Conference was draw ing to a close, the delegates di sc ussed how best to com
memorate the hi storic assembly or American nati ons in a meeting that had inbued 
all with a sense or unity, common purpose and inter-American cooperation. 
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A bout all t/w.ve American./lags 

Official Flags of the U.S., Past and Present 
Tliis is the fourtli year that the ColulI/bus Day celebration has been enlianced by tli e 
in elusion oj all 27 oj the official historic American jlags. carried by a special grollp oj 
Fourtli Degree Klliglits oj ColulI/bus known as the "/-Ionor AII/erica Corps." 

T he United States nag was adopted by the resolution or the Continental Congress 
on ./une 14, 1777, " That the fl ag of the thirteen united States be 13 slripes alternate 
red and white, that the union be 13 slars, while on a blue fi eld representin g a new 

constell ati on." The des ign ori ginated wi lh Francis Hopkinson , chairman or the Continental 
Navy Board or the Congress, and was apparen tl y ori ginall y intended 1'0 1' naval usc. 

Arter Vermont achi eved slate hood on M arch 4, 179 1 and Kentucky on ./une I , 
1792, Congress adopted and Pres iden t Washin glon signed a law on '/ anuary 13, 1794 pro
viding lhat arter May I , 1795 " the fl ag of the Un ited Stales bc rifleen slripes, allernale red 
and while ; and thatlhe uni on be rifleen stars white in a blue ri eld." Thal was th e only time 
the offi cial fl ag had more than 13 stripes. 

By 1818 rive more slates had been adm illed lo the U nion with no change in the 
fl ag law, and in that year a new law was adopted: "That from and after the fourth day of 
'/ul y next, the nag or the Un iled Stales be thirteen hori zonlal stripes, alternate red and 
white, thal the uni on be twenly stars, white, in a blue fi eld .. .. That on the admi ss ion or 
every state into the Un ion, one star be added lo the union or the nag, andlhat such add i
li on shall take effect on the fou rth of Jul y nex l succeeding such ad mi ssion. " Thi s was the 
rirsltime lhatthe slri pes were spec ified to be hori zontal. Whil e offi cial fl ags followed that 
design, usuall y with the stars arran ged in hori zontal rolV S, unorfi cial fl ags va ri ed greatl y. 

Arter the ad mission of New Mexico and A ri i".ona in 19 12 brought the numbL:r of 
slates to 48, Presidenl Tan issued an executi ve order specify ing the arran gement or the 
stars, as well as standard proportions, and sizes or ofri cial flags. The 48-star nag remained 
in usc for more than rorty-six years, including two world wars. The nex t fl ag, wilh 49 slars, 
was in usc 1'01' only one year, from .Jul y 4, 1959 (alkr adm iss ion of A laska on Jan uary 3) 
to '/ul y 4, 1960 (arter admission or Hawaii on A ugust 2 1, 1959), when our currenl 50-star 
n ag was adopted- forty-nine yea rs ago. 

T he Bonol' Ame.-ica COI'PS was eSlab li shed in 20m lo prov ide a cad re or 
Kni ghts willing l o visit area parochi al schoo ls and schoo l di stri el s or 
Central Virg inia as well as parti cipale in civ ic and fraternal evenls to offer a clear

er underslanding of the meaning of our nag. (While its co re membership comes rrom the 
Rappahannock Fourth Degree Assembly, it is open to all Kni ghls who arc willing and able 
lo parti eipale in ilS activiti es.) Audiences have ranged in size from over 6,000 al a minor 
league baseball game lo 8 al a Nalional Cemetery ceremony. Additional inrormalion about 
the program can be round at 1I'1I'1I'.hollorall/.eric{/.corp.~.org/ . 

A compiete ii.\·t of the 27 historical officialflag.\· is Oft the ftext page. 

An excellent projusely-illustrated coffee table-type book on the history of each oj 
the 27/1ags. alld IIl1tch //lore. is now 0 11 sale f or $3.99 (vs . $30 original price) at Borders 
(Ke vin Keilll alld Peter Keilll . A Crand Old Flag /New York: DK Publishing. 2007/) . 

Quotati ons are taken from William Rea Furlong and Byron McCandless. So Prolldly We Hail : Tile 
History oj'tite Ullited SllItes Flo);. Smithsonian Institution Press. Washington. DC 198 1. pp. 98. 158. 
and 185: description of Talfs executive order is on p. 2 12. 
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The Honor America Corps, made up of fourth degree Knights of Columbus, 
carries the 27 official historic American flags at the 2006 Celebration. 
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Ambassador Carlos M,;U"tinez Si lva, the Cololllbi <Ul dclegate to the 
Confcrcm:e, stated hi s position on the memorial as follows : 

'fhe memorial to be erceted ought to be something at once useful 
<md made up of various elements , to which each govcrnent 
might contribute independently. It occurred to me that the only 
plan which would sati sfy all these requirements was the estab
lishment in Washington of a memorial librmy, to which each 
govemment could send, on its own account tlle most complete 
collection possible of historical, literacy, and geographical works, 
laws, official reports ,md maps, so tllat the result s of intellectual 
ami scientific labor in all America might be collected together 
under a single roof. That would be a monument more lasting <Uld 
more noble tllan any in bron:l.e or marble. 

'fhe Library was formall y established on .hullIary 24, 1892 when the 
Second International Conference in Mexico City, adopted a resolution which said 
in part, "Under tlle governing authority of tlle International Union of the 
AmeriGUl Republics, a J ,at in American Library, to be known as tlle Columbus 
Memorial Li brary is hereby established. " 

Today the Columbus Memorial Library functi ons as a modern informa
tion/doeLUnentation center providing essential information to support the OAS 
General Seeretru'iat, the Mi ssions, diplomatic community and ex ternal users inter
ested in tlle work of tlle hemispheric Org<Ulizati on ,md the Inter-Amerie<Ul 
System. The Librru'y holds the intellectual memory of the OAS, its predecessor, 
the Pan American Union and the Tnter-Amerierul System. Over the yeru's the 
Library has evolved from a tnlditional Iibr;uy program and incorporates tlle 
Archives anc! Rccords M,Ulagement Progrrun of the General Secretariat as well as 
being a depository for OAS document s. 

On Friday, October 10, 2008 a Protocol Scssion was held at the 
Organization of American States with the tllemc "Discovery of tlle Ameri cas: 
l~ncounter of Two Worlds/Dcscubrimiento de las Americas: Encuentro dc Dos 
Mundos" ,Ulel ilie Columbus Memorial Librru'y mounted an Exhibit of Historical 
Maps, one showing Columbus' voyages of celebration. 

+ + + + 

The Columbus Memorial Library hoLds approximateLy 3 ,000 hislOricalll1aps and 
alLases o/the Americas of the worLd dating /rom the 14th century to the present. 
Unfortunately. the exhibit referred to above is being dislI1an tLed just about now. 
However. more in/ormation about the library. its contents. and accessibility can 
be had by visiting the web side had by visiting the web site oas.orglcolumbusl. 
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First Prize Essay, NIAF-NSDAU Essay Contest, 2008-2009 

Five Perils That Challenged Christopher Columbus 
By Naomi K. Wells 

Homes('/tool. Gra.de 10 
Plymoulh, Wisronsin - Porl Washinglon DAR Cha.pler 

W ithout qucstion, Christophc.· Columbus changcd thc COlll'SC of histo.·y and 
few di spute the importance of his voyages. It was a new age; knowledge 
seemed to be expanding in every concei vable directi on. The printing press was 

commonl y used, museums were built , Coperni cus publi shed hi s view of the heliocen tri c 
uni verse, and there were advances in math , anatomy, and medicine.' Discovery was I ike a 
map that never stopped unfolding. I~ch of these advances 
had skeptics, setbacks, and difficulties, and Columbus was no 
excepti on. 

I ncon'cct Gcog"aphical Information 

A ri stotl e proved the Earth was round more than 300 
ycars before Chri st, so few beli eved in a flat ea rth at thi s time, 
despite the myth created later by Washington Irvi ng that stat
ed otherwise. It is true, though, that Columbus did not know 
the ea rth's size. Ilis research used the maps of Ptolemy who 
grossly underestimated the carth 's circumference. Con
sequentl y, he encountered financing probl ems because the 
monarchy's consultants believed otherwise.' 

Sa ilors in the twenty-first century do not face " the 
unknown" like Columbus did. 'T'here is a clear understanding 
of the size of the earth from satellite imaging and global positioning systems. There are 
also nauti ca l chart s and electronic instruments that guide ex plorations. 

Potcntial Mutiny 

A fter a month on their first voyage, the growing di scontent among the crew 
rcached mutinous proporti ons. They demanded to turn back; the trip was taking much 
longer than they had been told. I lowever, the determined Columbus would not so eas il y 
give up his dream. 

rearing his crew, he compromised, agreeing to turn back if land was not in view 
within three days. To hi s relief on the third they spoiled land.' 

'Iutiny is a low-ri sk poss ibi lit y in thi s day due to the almost constant stream of 
communi ca ti on betweenthc captain and authoriti es on land. A lso, fear is less of' a rrohl em 
because gelling lost is unlikely with modern maps and CPS equipment. 

Languagc BlIITic.· 

Anti cipating meeting people from the Indies, Columbus brought an interpreter 
fluent in Arabic andllebrew. When he reached land he was di sappointed to find the natives 
did not speak the language of the interpreter. Ilis onl y option was to use gestures. " 

Today there are resources so that travelers know what language is spoken in 
almost any part of the world. They can be prepared with interpreters, computers, or sim
ple books to help translate. 
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"The President's Own" 
United States Marine Band 

foor over two centuries, 'Thc President's Own" United States Marine Band 
has been part of the events that have shaped our national heritage. On .June 8, 1912, 
the Marine Band, with President Willimn Howard Taft, participated in the unveiling 
of the Columbus Memorial foountain, providing ceremonial music during the offici al 
cerem ony. Like the monuments the Marine Band has helped dedicate, its continued 
presence in American life stands as a symbol of the traditi ons and ideals on which our 
country was founded. 

Established by an act of Congress in 1798, the Marine Band is Amcri ca's old

est profess ional musical organizati on. Its primary mi ssion is unique - to provide 
music for the President of the United States. 

President John Adams invitt:d tht: Marint: Band to make its Whitt: I-louse 
dcbut in the still -unfini shed Executive M ansion on New Year 's Day, 180 1. In M arch 
that year, thc band performed for the inaugural or Thom as .Icrfcrson and has per
formed for every Presidential inaugural since that tim e. 

In Jefferson, thc band found its most visionary adv ocate and fri end. A n 
accompli shed musician him sclf, .Ieff'crson recogni zed the unique rel ationshi p between 
the band and the Chi cf Executi vc by giving thc M arinc Band the titl e, "The 
Pres ident's Own." 

Whether performing for South Lawn arri val ceremonies, State Dinners, or 

reccptions, Marine Band musicians appear at thc White House more than 200 tim es 
each year. Additionally, thc band participates in more than 400 public and official per

form ances annually, including concerts and ceremonies throughout the Washington, 
DC metropolitan area. Each fall , the band travels through a region of the United States 
during its concert tour, a century-old traditi on started by the band's legcndary 17,10 
Director, John Phillip Sousa. 

As Director from 1880-1892, Sousa brought "Thc President's Own" to 
unprecedented levels of excellence and shaped the band into a world-famous musical 
organizati on. D uring hi s tenure, thc band was one of the first musical ensembles to 
make sound recordings. Sousa also bcgan to write the marches that earned him the 
titlc "The March King." 

"The Pres ident's Own" continucs to maintain Sousa's standard of excellence. 
Marine Band musicians are selceted at auditions much like thosc of maj or symphony 
orches tras. Auditi onees perform behind a screen to ensure anonymity. The audition 
committee makes its selecti on based on musical graduates of our nati on's finest music 
schools, orten holding advanced degrees in music. More than 90 perccnt serve with 

the Marine Band for 20 or more years. 

As America's oldes t prof'css ional musical organi zati on, the Marine Band's 
omnipresent role of events of nati onal imporlance has madc it part of the fabric of 
A merican life. As President Ronald Reagan said, "Whether serenading Adam s or 
,I cfferson, accompanying L incoln to ,ettysburg, or performing hcre at the White 
I louse, the Marine Bancl has become a nati onal instituti on and a nati onal treasure." 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

COL. THOMAS.I. HOGAN, U.S. Army (Ret.) was born in Cleve land, Ohio and 
earned a BA degree (pre-law) from Kent St.at.e University in Kent, Ohio. He 
served over 26 years in the Army, with infantry and military intelligence dut.ies in 
Washington, DC, Berlin, Germany (two 3-year tours), Vietnam and Japan. Co l 
Hogan was a senior sc ienti st at Sciencc Applications Internati onal Corp . fo r over 
10 years, developing int.clligence, eommand and control systems. He is a licensed 
Real Estat.e Broker in Virginia for residential and commercial properties. Co l. 
Hogan has held numerous pos itions in t.he Knights of Columbus, serv ing as 
Virginia Stat.e Deputy in 1996-97 . He has been on the NCCA Board of Directors 
since 1998, served as Vice President and then as Acting President in 2006-2007, 
and was elected President in 2007. 

MAJOR JASON K. FETTlG, Senior Assistant Director and Executive Officer, 
joined "The President's Own" United States Marine Band in 1997 as a cl arineti st. 
He was appointed Assistant Director and commi ss ioned a first lieu tenant in July 
2002, promoted to captain in August 2003, and in August 2007 promoted to his 
current rank. Soon after joining the "The President 's Own," he became a fre
quently featured so loist with both the band and the chamber orchestra throughout 
the Washington, D.C. , metropolitan area. He has served as a conductor and coor
dinator for the fall and winter Chamber Music Series, and was nominated for hi s 
current position in 200 I. On August 1,200 I, he conducted hi s first concert with 
the Mari ne Band . Maj Fettig, a 1993 graduate of Manchester Centra l High 
School, holds two bachelor's degrees from the University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst: clarinet performance ( 1997), and music education with an emphasis in 
conducting ( 1998). In 2005, he earned a master's degree in orchestral conducting 
at the Un iversi ty of Maryland in Co llege Park ., where he served as assistan t con
ductor for two productions of the Maryland Opera Studio in 2004-2005. He has 
studied c lar inet with Michae l Sussman, Alan Meyer, and David Martins, and hi s 
principal conducting teachers arc Malcolm W. Rowell , Mark Russell Smith , and 
James Ross. Pri or to joining "The President 's Own," Maj Fellig was principal 
clarinet and soloist with the American Wind Symphony Orchestra in Piusburgh, 
Pa. [n add ition to his duties with "The President's Own," Maj Fettig won first 
prize in the International Clarinet Association 's Young Arti st. Competition in 
2000, and represented the band on several occas ions as a guest conductor, so loi st, 
and clinic ian at both the high school and co ll ege level. 

NAOMI K. WELLS loves to dance and has had 8 years of studio da ncing, 
including a recent opportunity t.o dance with the Moscow Ballet. As one of six 
chi ldren , she really loves family time and being a big sister. She is Vice president 
of her 4-H club and has been very active there on both the club and county lev
els. Naomi won the American Legion Oratorical contest on the County Level 2 
years in a row. This year she also won on the District Level and then go t I st run
ner up at the Regional Level. She has been a camp counselor, babysits, and has 
been invo lved in a lot of community service aetiviti es. She loves to read, is home
schooled, and likes math and hi story. More recently, she has developed a keen 
interest in econom ics. And of course, she loves li stening to music and hanging out 
with her fri ends. 
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Conllict with the Natives 

When Columbus returned to Spa in he lert some or hi s crew in Hispaniola to 
gather gold and spices. Sadly, they rampaged, stole goods, and mistreated the native 
women . When Columbus returned, hi s people were dead, hav ing been ki lled by a neigh
boring tribe. With an enellly, they had to fin d a new place to settle and there were more 
ri sks. ' 

Presentl y, rather than conquering land, sail ors or explorers know they arc sub
jectto the law of the county in which they travel. They know whether to expect a fri end
ly recepti on or not because of widespread news and increased communicati on. 

Weather' and Ocean Conditions 
Weather was a signiricant obstacle in Columbus' explorations. Hc encountered 

Illany storms including hurricanes. They lost the Santa Maria due to not know ing the loca
ti on of ocean reel's while an inexpenenced person was manning the tiller," 

Weather condi ti ons can be as fatal to modem sailors as it was to those in 
Columbus' day. However, problems can orten be avoided by using other too ls to find out 
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C
olumbus faced trials of immense proportions. There were geographical misca l
culations, crew and communication problems, conrrontation with the nati ves, and 
weather hurd les that all had to he overcome. Despite his many other shortcom ings, 

Columbus was brave enough to go where others had not and face those chall enges. 
Although the types or peril s today can vary in degree or in type, those who meet with suc
cess arc those who face their challenges and overcome them. 
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Row, Publishcrs Inc .. 1988) I . 

2 Harotd Faber. The IJiscoverers !~rAlI/ e ri('(/ (New York : Charles Scribner's Sons. (992) 32-:n. 
:\ David Boyle. Toward the Sellillg SUII: ColullliJus . Cabot. Vespucci. IIlld the /{(/ce./fJr America (New 

York: Walker & Co mpany. tnc., 2008) t·n. 
4 Jean Frit z. Where /)0 You Thillk You 're Coillg, Chri.l'toplwr Co lulli/JIIs ! (New York: G.P. Putnam's 

Sons. t 980) 32. 
5 Pet<:r Marshall & David Manucl. n il' Light (lwl the C illry luI' Childrell (Grand Rapids. M I : Baker 

Book House Co .. t 992) 27-28. 
6 Denn is Brindell Frad in. 'I'h e Niiia. the />illlO. alld the Sall ta Mllria (New York: Franktin Watts. t 99 1) 
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N!AF 
Th e Na/ional Society o.//h e Daughters aI/he Ame,.ican Revolution 

and th e 
National Italian American Foundation 

arc pleased to announce co-sponsorship in an essay contest fea turing 

Christopher Columbus 

Contest is open to all students in grades 9 through 12. 

2009 - 2010 TOPIC 
"[)i.\'CII .H alld allaly~e tile ear~" illflll ellces alld experiences oj' CllI'is/llpller 

CIIllImhus alld 111111' tllese cOlltribllted til .l'IIccesse.\· alit! jllilllres ill !tis vo)'ltges of 

exploratioll . ., 

Om: essay is se k cted as the national winner ,lIld the winner is in vited to allend NS Di\R ' s 
11 91h Continenta l Congress to be recogni zed . Second and third plact: winners arc also 
selected. Judl! in l! at the nati onal leve l is conducted by the National Italian American 
Foundation. T IH::- na tional winner wi ll rece ive $ 1.200 rrom the NIAF in additi on to paid 
lodging and transportati on to Washington, D.C. in October 20 I 0 for th e winner and one 
parent or guardi an. The nati onal winner must read the prize-winning essa y at the 
Colum bus Memorial. Washin gton, DC on Columbus Day (Octobt:r It. 20 I 0) . 

The second place national winner wil l rece ive $500, and the third pl ace national winner 
will rece ive $300. 

FORM 
I: ssay must be typed. or prepa red on a computer or word processor. using bl ack type in a 
non-script Cont no smaller than 12 point or larger than 14 point. Each essay must ha ve a 
title page li sting the foll ow ing: Title or topi c of essay: " Christopher COllllllbll.\·' £ ar(I' 
Inflll ences alld £ xl'criell ccs", Contes tant 's fulln ,lmc and addrt:ss, Contestant 's 
te lephont: number (with area code) andlor e-mail address. ame o r contestant' s schoo l 
and grade le vel. Name or sponsoring DAR chapter. and Numb.; r of words in t: ssay. Allr 
essltl' ,, 'il//() III at il lt: page I\ 'ill he disqllalified 

'1'1 11 :-0 l'\.,JlH l.: sl \\ ill bt.: :u.l lll inish.:n..:d by ti ll..' 'SDt\R . 
Fnr rll r llil.: l' in rOl"lll :llioll ahllu l thi s l ' l l ll l (.:!'> l Clllll ac l: 

Sharon Etli son Alkn , Nationa t Vice Chairman , 
Chri stopher Columbus Essay COlltcSt. Atneric;ln Ili story COl11mittee . NSDAR 

7 t 37 Qua it Ridge Road. ['or! Wo r!h . TX 7(,( 32,3529 
Pholle: ( X 17) 3(>1 -7 1 17 E-Mail : SAtlcnDAR @aol COIll 

o n1n : of the Ili sllJl'ian (ieneral. NSDAR 
177(, D Stred . NW. Washington. DC 2000(\-530:l 

Phone: (202) X79-3256 E-Mail: historiall (tl dar .org 
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CLOSING HYMN (AMERICA) 

DISMISSAL 

"GOD BLESS AMERICA" 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 
Land that I love, 

Irving /Jerlin 
i\rranged byThomas Knox. U.S. Marinc Band 

Rc vi,ed by MSgl Slephe ll Blilla. U.S . Marille Balld 

Stand beside her, and guide her 
Through the night with the light from above 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 
To the oceans, white with foam, 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 
My home sweet home. 

MUSIC POSTLUDE - John Phillip Sousa 

"Stars and Stripes Forever" 
The Uniled States Marine Band 

'The President 's Own" 
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Do you 
Have a 

evolutionary 
Patriot in 

your family tree? 

~DAR 
1):l lIghtl' r, of the 

\l1l l'riclI\ H(,lO llit ioll 

Consider membership in the; 

Nationa l Society Daughters of 

the American Revo luti on 

(NSDA R). a vo lunteer women·s. 

service organizat ion that honors 

and perserves the legacy of our, 

Patriot ancestors. More than 200· 

ycars ago. Amcrican Pat ri ots 

fought and sacracifed for the free

doms we enjoy today. As a mem

her o f Ihe DAR. you can cont inue 

th is legacy by actively promoting 

patrotism. preserving A merican 

hi story and securing America's 

future through beller education 

for children. 

Preserving the 
American Spirit 

www.dar.org 
(202) 879-3224 

Who is eligible for membership? 

Any woman 18 years or older. regardless of race. rcli g ion. or ethnic background. who can prove linea l 
descent from a Patri ot of the American is eligible for membership . DAR vo lunteers arc willing to pro
vide guidance and ass istance with your first step into the world of genealogy. 

How is a Pat.-iot defined'? 

DAR recogni zes Patriot s not only as so ldiers. but as anyone who con tributed to the cause of Ameri can 
freedom. To find out if your ancestor is recognized by the DAR as a Revo lunl. ionary Patriol. a request 
form is availab le online at www.dar.org by cl icking on "Membersh ip ." 

.................. .................................... . .................................................................................. . 
How many membel's does the National Society have? 

DAR has 165 .000 members in nearl y :l.000 chapters wor ldw ide. i ncluding ehapters in 12 fore ign coun
tries. Since it s founding in 1890. DAR has admilled more than 800.000 members. 

How can I find out more? 

Go to www.dar.org ,mel cli ck on "Membership." There you ' ll find helpful instructions. advice on find
ing your l ineage and a Prospective Membcr Informati on Requcst Form . Or ca ll (202) 879-3224 for more 
information on joinin g the work of this vi tal. serv ice-minded orga nization . 
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CIVIC CEREMONY 
SpulI.wred hy 

NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 
ill cuuperatiull with til e 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL MALL & MEMORIAL PARKS 
Monday - October 12, 2009 

COLUMBUS PLAZA -- UN10N STATlON 
MUSIC P RELUDE . . . . .. . . ... . ... .................. 10:45 a. In . 

"The P"esident's Own" United States Marine Band 

Mc(jor Jason K. Felfig, conducting 

POSTING OF THE COLORS ............................ 1 :00 a.In. 

U.S. Armed Forces Color Guard - Military Distri ct of Washington 

Knights of Colum bus Fourth Degree Color Corps - Ca lvert Province 

Di stricts of Washington Archdiocese, Maryland and Virgini a 

PROCESSION OF WREATH PRESENTERS 

Led by the Columbus Expeditionary Banner 

Jack Heretik portray ing Chri stopher Co lumbus 

NATIONAL ANTHEMS: United States of A meri ca, Italy, Spain, 

The Commonwea lth of The Bahamas 

PU<:IlGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Patrick Korten , Vice Pres., Knights of Columbus 

Rev. Dan iel P. Coughlin INVOCATION 

Chapla in, US. House of Representatives 

RETIRING OF THE COLORS: U.S. Armed Forces Color Guard 

WELCOME: Co l. T homas J. Hogan, USA-Rct. , NCCA President 

John Pi Itzecker, Superintendent, 

The Na tiollal Mall and Memorial Parks 

REMARKS: Ambassadors of Diplomatic Corps 

Representative, Organization of American States 

READING OF PROCLAMATIONS: 

From the President of the Uni ted States of America 

From the M ayor of the Distri ct of Columbia 

INTRODUCTION : NATIONAL YOUTH COLUMBUS ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS 

Miss Naomi K. Wells, Plymouth, Wisconsin 

"FIVE PERILS THAT CHALLENGED CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS" 

CONTEST SI'ONSOREI) JOINTLY Hy: 

The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

Mrs. L inda Gist Calvin, President General 

The National Italian American Foundation 

M r. John Marin o, Executive Director 

Represented by Dr. John Rosa, N/AF lJoard of Directors 
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MUSIC INTERLU()J~: "America, the Be~lUtiful" 
Samud AU~lIstus 'Val'll. I~ ... il's h~' f\.atht,.,inl' I,ct, Haft·s. 

arranged by T homas Knox. U.S. Marine Band 
SSgl Sara De ll 'O mo. mezlo·soprano 

PRESSENTATION OF MEMORIAL WREATHS 

Nati onal Columbus Celebration Association 

Nati onal Park Servi ce, U.S. Department of the Interior 

Embassy of Italy 

Embassy of Spa in 

Embassy of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

Organ izati on of American States 

The Nati onal Italian American Foundati on 

The Lido Civic Club o r Washington 

Supreme Council , Knights of Columbus 

Di stri ct of Columbia State Council , K of C 

Mary land State Council , K of C 

Virginia State Council , K of C 

Washington Counci l No. 224, K of C 

Roma Lodge, Order Sons of Italy in America 

Uni ted St.ates - Mexico Chamber of Commerce 

The Jamestowne Society 

SOCiety of Mayrlower Descendan ts 

in the District of Columbia 

National Society of the Sons and Daughters of the Pi lgrims, 

District of Columbia Branch 

National Society of the Daughters or the American Colonists 

National Society Children or the American Colonists 

National Soc iety Daughters of the American Revolution 

District of Columbia State Society D.A.R. 

Mary land State Society D.A.R . 

Virginia D.A.R. 

Distri ct o f Columbia Society Sons of the American Revo lution 

Nati onal Society Children of the American Revo lution 

The District of Co lumbia Society C.A .R. 

Boy anci Gi rl Scouts or America and Campfire Youth 

of the Archdiocese of Washington 

4 1 



CIVIC CEREMONY 
SpulI.wred hy 

NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 
ill cuuperatiull with til e 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL MALL & MEMORIAL PARKS 
Monday - October 12, 2009 

COLUMBUS PLAZA -- UN10N STATlON 
MUSIC P RELUDE . . . . .. . . ... . ... .................. 10:45 a. In . 

"The P"esident's Own" United States Marine Band 

Mc(jor Jason K. Felfig, conducting 

POSTING OF THE COLORS ............................ 1 :00 a.In. 

U.S. Armed Forces Color Guard - Military Distri ct of Washington 

Knights of Colum bus Fourth Degree Color Corps - Ca lvert Province 

Di stricts of Washington Archdiocese, Maryland and Virgini a 

PROCESSION OF WREATH PRESENTERS 

Led by the Columbus Expeditionary Banner 

Jack Heretik portray ing Chri stopher Co lumbus 

NATIONAL ANTHEMS: United States of A meri ca, Italy, Spain, 

The Commonwea lth of The Bahamas 

PU<:IlGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Patrick Korten , Vice Pres., Knights of Columbus 

Rev. Dan iel P. Coughlin INVOCATION 

Chapla in, US. House of Representatives 

RETIRING OF THE COLORS: U.S. Armed Forces Color Guard 

WELCOME: Co l. T homas J. Hogan, USA-Rct. , NCCA President 

John Pi Itzecker, Superintendent, 

The Na tiollal Mall and Memorial Parks 

REMARKS: Ambassadors of Diplomatic Corps 

Representative, Organization of American States 

READING OF PROCLAMATIONS: 

From the President of the Uni ted States of America 

From the M ayor of the Distri ct of Columbia 

INTRODUCTION : NATIONAL YOUTH COLUMBUS ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS 

Miss Naomi K. Wells, Plymouth, Wisconsin 

"FIVE PERILS THAT CHALLENGED CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS" 

CONTEST SI'ONSOREI) JOINTLY Hy: 

The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

Mrs. L inda Gist Calvin, President General 

The National Italian American Foundation 

M r. John Marin o, Executive Director 

Represented by Dr. John Rosa, N/AF lJoard of Directors 

40 

MUSIC INTERLU()J~: "America, the Be~lUtiful" 
Samud AU~lIstus 'Val'll. I~ ... il's h~' f\.atht,.,inl' I,ct, Haft·s. 

arranged by T homas Knox. U.S. Marine Band 
SSgl Sara De ll 'O mo. mezlo·soprano 

PRESSENTATION OF MEMORIAL WREATHS 

Nati onal Columbus Celebration Association 

Nati onal Park Servi ce, U.S. Department of the Interior 

Embassy of Italy 

Embassy of Spa in 

Embassy of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

Organ izati on of American States 

The Nati onal Italian American Foundati on 

The Lido Civic Club o r Washington 

Supreme Council , Knights of Columbus 

Di stri ct of Columbia State Council , K of C 

Mary land State Council , K of C 

Virginia State Council , K of C 

Washington Counci l No. 224, K of C 

Roma Lodge, Order Sons of Italy in America 

Uni ted St.ates - Mexico Chamber of Commerce 

The Jamestowne Society 

SOCiety of Mayrlower Descendan ts 

in the District of Columbia 

National Society of the Sons and Daughters of the Pi lgrims, 

District of Columbia Branch 

National Society of the Daughters or the American Colonists 

National Society Children or the American Colonists 

National Soc iety Daughters of the American Revolution 

District of Columbia State Society D.A.R. 

Mary land State Society D.A.R . 

Virginia D.A.R. 

Distri ct o f Columbia Society Sons of the American Revo lution 

Nati onal Society Children of the American Revo lution 

The District of Co lumbia Society C.A .R. 

Boy anci Gi rl Scouts or America and Campfire Youth 

of the Archdiocese of Washington 

4 1 



CLOSING HYMN (AMERICA) 

DISMISSAL 

"GOD BLESS AMERICA" 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 
Land that I love, 

Irving /Jerlin 
i\rranged byThomas Knox. U.S. Marinc Band 

Rc vi,ed by MSgl Slephe ll Blilla. U.S . Marille Balld 

Stand beside her, and guide her 
Through the night with the light from above 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 
To the oceans, white with foam, 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 
My home sweet home. 

MUSIC POSTLUDE - John Phillip Sousa 

"Stars and Stripes Forever" 
The Uniled States Marine Band 

'The President 's Own" 

42 

Do you 
Have a 

evolutionary 
Patriot in 

your family tree? 

~DAR 
1):l lIghtl' r, of the 

\l1l l'riclI\ H(,lO llit ioll 

Consider membership in the; 

Nationa l Society Daughters of 

the American Revo luti on 

(NSDA R). a vo lunteer women·s. 

service organizat ion that honors 

and perserves the legacy of our, 

Patriot ancestors. More than 200· 

ycars ago. Amcrican Pat ri ots 

fought and sacracifed for the free

doms we enjoy today. As a mem

her o f Ihe DAR. you can cont inue 

th is legacy by actively promoting 

patrotism. preserving A merican 

hi story and securing America's 

future through beller education 

for children. 

Preserving the 
American Spirit 

www.dar.org 
(202) 879-3224 

Who is eligible for membership? 

Any woman 18 years or older. regardless of race. rcli g ion. or ethnic background. who can prove linea l 
descent from a Patri ot of the American is eligible for membership . DAR vo lunteers arc willing to pro
vide guidance and ass istance with your first step into the world of genealogy. 

How is a Pat.-iot defined'? 

DAR recogni zes Patriot s not only as so ldiers. but as anyone who con tributed to the cause of Ameri can 
freedom. To find out if your ancestor is recognized by the DAR as a Revo lunl. ionary Patriol. a request 
form is availab le online at www.dar.org by cl icking on "Membersh ip ." 

.................. .................................... . .................................................................................. . 
How many membel's does the National Society have? 

DAR has 165 .000 members in nearl y :l.000 chapters wor ldw ide. i ncluding ehapters in 12 fore ign coun
tries. Since it s founding in 1890. DAR has admilled more than 800.000 members. 

How can I find out more? 

Go to www.dar.org ,mel cli ck on "Membership." There you ' ll find helpful instructions. advice on find
ing your l ineage and a Prospective Membcr Informati on Requcst Form . Or ca ll (202) 879-3224 for more 
information on joinin g the work of this vi tal. serv ice-minded orga nization . 

39 



N!AF 
Th e Na/ional Society o.//h e Daughters aI/he Ame,.ican Revolution 

and th e 
National Italian American Foundation 

arc pleased to announce co-sponsorship in an essay contest fea turing 

Christopher Columbus 

Contest is open to all students in grades 9 through 12. 

2009 - 2010 TOPIC 
"[)i.\'CII .H alld allaly~e tile ear~" illflll ellces alld experiences oj' CllI'is/llpller 

CIIllImhus alld 111111' tllese cOlltribllted til .l'IIccesse.\· alit! jllilllres ill !tis vo)'ltges of 

exploratioll . ., 

Om: essay is se k cted as the national winner ,lIld the winner is in vited to allend NS Di\R ' s 
11 91h Continenta l Congress to be recogni zed . Second and third plact: winners arc also 
selected. Judl! in l! at the nati onal leve l is conducted by the National Italian American 
Foundation. T IH::- na tional winner wi ll rece ive $ 1.200 rrom the NIAF in additi on to paid 
lodging and transportati on to Washington, D.C. in October 20 I 0 for th e winner and one 
parent or guardi an. The nati onal winner must read the prize-winning essa y at the 
Colum bus Memorial. Washin gton, DC on Columbus Day (Octobt:r It. 20 I 0) . 

The second place national winner wil l rece ive $500, and the third pl ace national winner 
will rece ive $300. 

FORM 
I: ssay must be typed. or prepa red on a computer or word processor. using bl ack type in a 
non-script Cont no smaller than 12 point or larger than 14 point. Each essay must ha ve a 
title page li sting the foll ow ing: Title or topi c of essay: " Christopher COllllllbll.\·' £ ar(I' 
Inflll ences alld £ xl'criell ccs", Contes tant 's fulln ,lmc and addrt:ss, Contestant 's 
te lephont: number (with area code) andlor e-mail address. ame o r contestant' s schoo l 
and grade le vel. Name or sponsoring DAR chapter. and Numb.; r of words in t: ssay. Allr 
essltl' ,, 'il//() III at il lt: page I\ 'ill he disqllalified 

'1'1 11 :-0 l'\.,JlH l.: sl \\ ill bt.: :u.l lll inish.:n..:d by ti ll..' 'SDt\R . 
Fnr rll r llil.: l' in rOl"lll :llioll ahllu l thi s l ' l l ll l (.:!'> l Clllll ac l: 

Sharon Etli son Alkn , Nationa t Vice Chairman , 
Chri stopher Columbus Essay COlltcSt. Atneric;ln Ili story COl11mittee . NSDAR 

7 t 37 Qua it Ridge Road. ['or! Wo r!h . TX 7(,( 32,3529 
Pholle: ( X 17) 3(>1 -7 1 17 E-Mail : SAtlcnDAR @aol COIll 

o n1n : of the Ili sllJl'ian (ieneral. NSDAR 
177(, D Stred . NW. Washington. DC 2000(\-530:l 

Phone: (202) X79-3256 E-Mail: historiall (tl dar .org 

38 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
THE NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION cxpresses its grati 
tudc to thc rollowing for thcir timcly cffort s, both physica l and rinancial , for thc success of 
thi s cclebrati on: 

THE LIDO CIVIC CLUB OF WASHINGTON for their vcry gcncrou s contribution. 

Vice Suprcmc Mastcr RALPH L. ROSSI, PSD of thc Calvcrt Provincc, Fourth Dcgrcc 
Kni ghts or Columbus, for hi s support and making thc Nati onal Co lumbus Day Cclcbra
ti on a Provincial cvent, thus allracting Fourth Dcgrec Knights from fiv e States; 
RICHARD G. HEAD, SR, PSD, Mastcr, Virgini a District; and CHARLES H. 
SMALLWOOD, Mastcr, Archdioccsc of Washington District. 

FRANCIS S. CONNORS and the HONOR AMERICA CORPS 1'01' the appearancc 
of thc 27 historica l offi cial Amcrican nags. 

MR. RON McLENDON II , Chie r, Community Rclations, Dircctor of Pub lic Affairs, 
U. S. Army Military Di strict of Washington, for participation by thc Armcd Forccs 
Color Guard , and planning arrangcmcnt s for thc appcarancc of the U.S. Marinc Band, 
"The Prcsidcnt 's Own," by Maj. DENNIS R. BURIAN, U.S .Marinc Band opcrati ons, 
thc Pcntagon. 

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE for prcparing thc sitc and for thcir support : 
RANG ER ROBBIN M. OWEN , Pcrmits OITiccr, SEAN J. KENN EALY and 
LANCE HATTEN, National Ma ll and Mcmoria l Parks, MATHEW I~. NEWMAN, 
Maintcnance, Spec ial Evcnts, TONI BRAXTON, Office o f ommunicati ons, and SGT 
STEV E BOOKER and ol'licel's of the U.S. Park Police. 

JASON DOMBROWSKI, K.of C District Dcputy for thc fi vc D.C. Collegc Council s, 
for coordinating ushcring scrviccs providcd by co llcgc Kni ghts. 

C HIEF WARRANT OFFICER WILLIAM A. PERRY, Opcrations Chier, for profes
sional arrangcments for thc appcarance of Thc Unitcd Statcs Marinc Band . 

THE NATIONAL ITALIAN AM ERICAN FOUNDATION for thc ir gcncrous sup
port of thc National Chri stophcr Columbus Essay Contest. 

LINDA GIST CALVIN, Prcs idcnt Gcncral , and MARGARET DRUMMOND 
MACKENZIE, Hi stori an Gcncral , and thcir rcspective stall; . MARTHA HARZOG, 
National Chairman, Amcrican Hi story Commillee, and SHARON ALLEN, National 
Vi ce Chairman for the Chri stophcr Columbus Essay Contcst, for their assistance. 

THE OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS in Ncw 
Havcn, for prov iding photographi c scrvi ccs, and DUANE .1. LOMIS for archival 
vidcography. 

TOURMOBILE, CARLA BELL, Assistant Sales Dircctor, for thcir gcncrosity in 
providing local transportati on for the winncr of th e Columbus Essay Contcst and hcr 

family. 

OR. PETER VAN DER KROGT of thc Faculty of Gco-scicnccs o f Utrecht Univcrsity, 
Ncthcrlands, for permission to usc materi al from his wcbsitc on Columbus monumcnts. 

EDWARD M. SULLIVAN, for prcparation of thc chronology and arti cles in the annual 
program books as well as composition of the book, JOHN C. MOORE for handling 
busincss mattcrs and advcrti sing, and PETER D. GERVAIS for assi stance with thc 
advcrti sing. 

43 



BIOGRAPHIES 

COL. THOMAS.I. HOGAN, U.S. Army (Ret.) was born in Cleve land, Ohio and 
earned a BA degree (pre-law) from Kent St.at.e University in Kent, Ohio. He 
served over 26 years in the Army, with infantry and military intelligence dut.ies in 
Washington, DC, Berlin, Germany (two 3-year tours), Vietnam and Japan. Co l 
Hogan was a senior sc ienti st at Sciencc Applications Internati onal Corp . fo r over 
10 years, developing int.clligence, eommand and control systems. He is a licensed 
Real Estat.e Broker in Virginia for residential and commercial properties. Co l. 
Hogan has held numerous pos itions in t.he Knights of Columbus, serv ing as 
Virginia Stat.e Deputy in 1996-97 . He has been on the NCCA Board of Directors 
since 1998, served as Vice President and then as Acting President in 2006-2007, 
and was elected President in 2007. 

MAJOR JASON K. FETTlG, Senior Assistant Director and Executive Officer, 
joined "The President's Own" United States Marine Band in 1997 as a cl arineti st. 
He was appointed Assistant Director and commi ss ioned a first lieu tenant in July 
2002, promoted to captain in August 2003, and in August 2007 promoted to his 
current rank. Soon after joining the "The President 's Own," he became a fre
quently featured so loist with both the band and the chamber orchestra throughout 
the Washington, D.C. , metropolitan area. He has served as a conductor and coor
dinator for the fall and winter Chamber Music Series, and was nominated for hi s 
current position in 200 I. On August 1,200 I, he conducted hi s first concert with 
the Mari ne Band . Maj Fettig, a 1993 graduate of Manchester Centra l High 
School, holds two bachelor's degrees from the University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst: clarinet performance ( 1997), and music education with an emphasis in 
conducting ( 1998). In 2005, he earned a master's degree in orchestral conducting 
at the Un iversi ty of Maryland in Co llege Park ., where he served as assistan t con
ductor for two productions of the Maryland Opera Studio in 2004-2005. He has 
studied c lar inet with Michae l Sussman, Alan Meyer, and David Martins, and hi s 
principal conducting teachers arc Malcolm W. Rowell , Mark Russell Smith , and 
James Ross. Pri or to joining "The President 's Own," Maj Fellig was principal 
clarinet and soloist with the American Wind Symphony Orchestra in Piusburgh, 
Pa. [n add ition to his duties with "The President's Own," Maj Fettig won first 
prize in the International Clarinet Association 's Young Arti st. Competition in 
2000, and represented the band on several occas ions as a guest conductor, so loi st, 
and clinic ian at both the high school and co ll ege level. 

NAOMI K. WELLS loves to dance and has had 8 years of studio da ncing, 
including a recent opportunity t.o dance with the Moscow Ballet. As one of six 
chi ldren , she really loves family time and being a big sister. She is Vice president 
of her 4-H club and has been very active there on both the club and county lev
els. Naomi won the American Legion Oratorical contest on the County Level 2 
years in a row. This year she also won on the District Level and then go t I st run
ner up at the Regional Level. She has been a camp counselor, babysits, and has 
been invo lved in a lot of community service aetiviti es. She loves to read, is home
schooled, and likes math and hi story. More recently, she has developed a keen 
interest in econom ics. And of course, she loves li stening to music and hanging out 
with her fri ends. 
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Conllict with the Natives 

When Columbus returned to Spa in he lert some or hi s crew in Hispaniola to 
gather gold and spices. Sadly, they rampaged, stole goods, and mistreated the native 
women . When Columbus returned, hi s people were dead, hav ing been ki lled by a neigh
boring tribe. With an enellly, they had to fin d a new place to settle and there were more 
ri sks. ' 

Presentl y, rather than conquering land, sail ors or explorers know they arc sub
jectto the law of the county in which they travel. They know whether to expect a fri end
ly recepti on or not because of widespread news and increased communicati on. 

Weather' and Ocean Conditions 
Weather was a signiricant obstacle in Columbus' explorations. Hc encountered 

Illany storms including hurricanes. They lost the Santa Maria due to not know ing the loca
ti on of ocean reel's while an inexpenenced person was manning the tiller," 

Weather condi ti ons can be as fatal to modem sailors as it was to those in 
Columbus' day. However, problems can orten be avoided by using other too ls to find out 
about weather condi ti ons and the landscape of the ocean. 

C
olumbus faced trials of immense proportions. There were geographical misca l
culations, crew and communication problems, conrrontation with the nati ves, and 
weather hurd les that all had to he overcome. Despite his many other shortcom ings, 

Columbus was brave enough to go where others had not and face those chall enges. 
Although the types or peril s today can vary in degree or in type, those who meet with suc
cess arc those who face their challenges and overcome them. 

I Richard Shenkman, Legellds. Lies & Cherished Myths oIA lI/eric!1I1 History (N<:w York : Hmper & 
Row, Publishcrs Inc .. 1988) I . 

2 Harotd Faber. The IJiscoverers !~rAlI/ e ri('(/ (New York : Charles Scribner's Sons. (992) 32-:n. 
:\ David Boyle. Toward the Sellillg SUII: ColullliJus . Cabot. Vespucci. IIlld the /{(/ce./fJr America (New 

York: Walker & Co mpany. tnc., 2008) t·n. 
4 Jean Frit z. Where /)0 You Thillk You 're Coillg, Chri.l'toplwr Co lulli/JIIs ! (New York: G.P. Putnam's 

Sons. t 980) 32. 
5 Pet<:r Marshall & David Manucl. n il' Light (lwl the C illry luI' Childrell (Grand Rapids. M I : Baker 

Book House Co .. t 992) 27-28. 
6 Denn is Brindell Frad in. 'I'h e Niiia. the />illlO. alld the Sall ta Mllria (New York: Franktin Watts. t 99 1) 
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First Prize Essay, NIAF-NSDAU Essay Contest, 2008-2009 

Five Perils That Challenged Christopher Columbus 
By Naomi K. Wells 

Homes('/tool. Gra.de 10 
Plymoulh, Wisronsin - Porl Washinglon DAR Cha.pler 

W ithout qucstion, Christophc.· Columbus changcd thc COlll'SC of histo.·y and 
few di spute the importance of his voyages. It was a new age; knowledge 
seemed to be expanding in every concei vable directi on. The printing press was 

commonl y used, museums were built , Coperni cus publi shed hi s view of the heliocen tri c 
uni verse, and there were advances in math , anatomy, and medicine.' Discovery was I ike a 
map that never stopped unfolding. I~ch of these advances 
had skeptics, setbacks, and difficulties, and Columbus was no 
excepti on. 

I ncon'cct Gcog"aphical Information 

A ri stotl e proved the Earth was round more than 300 
ycars before Chri st, so few beli eved in a flat ea rth at thi s time, 
despite the myth created later by Washington Irvi ng that stat
ed otherwise. It is true, though, that Columbus did not know 
the ea rth's size. Ilis research used the maps of Ptolemy who 
grossly underestimated the carth 's circumference. Con
sequentl y, he encountered financing probl ems because the 
monarchy's consultants believed otherwise.' 

Sa ilors in the twenty-first century do not face " the 
unknown" like Columbus did. 'T'here is a clear understanding 
of the size of the earth from satellite imaging and global positioning systems. There are 
also nauti ca l chart s and electronic instruments that guide ex plorations. 

Potcntial Mutiny 

A fter a month on their first voyage, the growing di scontent among the crew 
rcached mutinous proporti ons. They demanded to turn back; the trip was taking much 
longer than they had been told. I lowever, the determined Columbus would not so eas il y 
give up his dream. 

rearing his crew, he compromised, agreeing to turn back if land was not in view 
within three days. To hi s relief on the third they spoiled land.' 

'Iutiny is a low-ri sk poss ibi lit y in thi s day due to the almost constant stream of 
communi ca ti on betweenthc captain and authoriti es on land. A lso, fear is less of' a rrohl em 
because gelling lost is unlikely with modern maps and CPS equipment. 

Languagc BlIITic.· 

Anti cipating meeting people from the Indies, Columbus brought an interpreter 
fluent in Arabic andllebrew. When he reached land he was di sappointed to find the natives 
did not speak the language of the interpreter. Ilis onl y option was to use gestures. " 

Today there are resources so that travelers know what language is spoken in 
almost any part of the world. They can be prepared with interpreters, computers, or sim
ple books to help translate. 
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"The President's Own" 
United States Marine Band 

foor over two centuries, 'Thc President's Own" United States Marine Band 
has been part of the events that have shaped our national heritage. On .June 8, 1912, 
the Marine Band, with President Willimn Howard Taft, participated in the unveiling 
of the Columbus Memorial foountain, providing ceremonial music during the offici al 
cerem ony. Like the monuments the Marine Band has helped dedicate, its continued 
presence in American life stands as a symbol of the traditi ons and ideals on which our 
country was founded. 

Established by an act of Congress in 1798, the Marine Band is Amcri ca's old

est profess ional musical organizati on. Its primary mi ssion is unique - to provide 
music for the President of the United States. 

President John Adams invitt:d tht: Marint: Band to make its Whitt: I-louse 
dcbut in the still -unfini shed Executive M ansion on New Year 's Day, 180 1. In M arch 
that year, thc band performed for the inaugural or Thom as .Icrfcrson and has per
formed for every Presidential inaugural since that tim e. 

In Jefferson, thc band found its most visionary adv ocate and fri end. A n 
accompli shed musician him sclf, .Ieff'crson recogni zed the unique rel ationshi p between 
the band and the Chi cf Executi vc by giving thc M arinc Band the titl e, "The 
Pres ident's Own." 

Whether performing for South Lawn arri val ceremonies, State Dinners, or 

reccptions, Marine Band musicians appear at thc White House more than 200 tim es 
each year. Additionally, thc band participates in more than 400 public and official per

form ances annually, including concerts and ceremonies throughout the Washington, 
DC metropolitan area. Each fall , the band travels through a region of the United States 
during its concert tour, a century-old traditi on started by the band's legcndary 17,10 
Director, John Phillip Sousa. 

As Director from 1880-1892, Sousa brought "Thc President's Own" to 
unprecedented levels of excellence and shaped the band into a world-famous musical 
organizati on. D uring hi s tenure, thc band was one of the first musical ensembles to 
make sound recordings. Sousa also bcgan to write the marches that earned him the 
titlc "The March King." 

"The Pres ident's Own" continucs to maintain Sousa's standard of excellence. 
Marine Band musicians are selceted at auditions much like thosc of maj or symphony 
orches tras. Auditi onees perform behind a screen to ensure anonymity. The audition 
committee makes its selecti on based on musical graduates of our nati on's finest music 
schools, orten holding advanced degrees in music. More than 90 perccnt serve with 

the Marine Band for 20 or more years. 

As America's oldes t prof'css ional musical organi zati on, the Marine Band's 
omnipresent role of events of nati onal imporlance has madc it part of the fabric of 
A merican life. As President Ronald Reagan said, "Whether serenading Adam s or 
,I cfferson, accompanying L incoln to ,ettysburg, or performing hcre at the White 
I louse, the Marine Bancl has become a nati onal instituti on and a nati onal treasure." 
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The Honor America Corps, made up of fourth degree Knights of Columbus, 
carries the 27 official historic American flags at the 2006 Celebration. 
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Ambassador Carlos M,;U"tinez Si lva, the Cololllbi <Ul dclegate to the 
Confcrcm:e, stated hi s position on the memorial as follows : 

'fhe memorial to be erceted ought to be something at once useful 
<md made up of various elements , to which each govcrnent 
might contribute independently. It occurred to me that the only 
plan which would sati sfy all these requirements was the estab
lishment in Washington of a memorial librmy, to which each 
govemment could send, on its own account tlle most complete 
collection possible of historical, literacy, and geographical works, 
laws, official reports ,md maps, so tllat the result s of intellectual 
ami scientific labor in all America might be collected together 
under a single roof. That would be a monument more lasting <Uld 
more noble tllan any in bron:l.e or marble. 

'fhe Library was formall y established on .hullIary 24, 1892 when the 
Second International Conference in Mexico City, adopted a resolution which said 
in part, "Under tlle governing authority of tlle International Union of the 
AmeriGUl Republics, a J ,at in American Library, to be known as tlle Columbus 
Memorial Li brary is hereby established. " 

Today the Columbus Memorial Library functi ons as a modern informa
tion/doeLUnentation center providing essential information to support the OAS 
General Seeretru'iat, the Mi ssions, diplomatic community and ex ternal users inter
ested in tlle work of tlle hemispheric Org<Ulizati on ,md the Inter-Amerie<Ul 
System. The Librru'y holds the intellectual memory of the OAS, its predecessor, 
the Pan American Union and the Tnter-Amerierul System. Over the yeru's the 
Library has evolved from a tnlditional Iibr;uy program and incorporates tlle 
Archives anc! Rccords M,Ulagement Progrrun of the General Secretariat as well as 
being a depository for OAS document s. 

On Friday, October 10, 2008 a Protocol Scssion was held at the 
Organization of American States with the tllemc "Discovery of tlle Ameri cas: 
l~ncounter of Two Worlds/Dcscubrimiento de las Americas: Encuentro dc Dos 
Mundos" ,Ulel ilie Columbus Memorial Librru'y mounted an Exhibit of Historical 
Maps, one showing Columbus' voyages of celebration. 

+ + + + 

The Columbus Memorial Library hoLds approximateLy 3 ,000 hislOricalll1aps and 
alLases o/the Americas of the worLd dating /rom the 14th century to the present. 
Unfortunately. the exhibit referred to above is being dislI1an tLed just about now. 
However. more in/ormation about the library. its contents. and accessibility can 
be had by visiting the web side had by visiting the web site oas.orglcolumbusl. 
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A Special Coiumbu.f Memorial 

The Columbus Memorial Library 
of the Organization of American States 

Melllor ia ls COllie illlltallyj(J I'III.\· ill addilioll III litose oj'sl(Jlle. lIIelal. alld oliter sClllplural alld displav 
lIIalerials witicit are lite ilia ill ./ilClI.\· of litis year:-- pruJ.:ralll book. /3everly Witarloll -Lake. Direclor oj' 
lite Co itllllbus Melllorial Lilirarl' jilr lite GAS. represellled lital orJ.:wli:al ioll al lasl year:-- COllllllblls 
Day celebralioll alld delivered" Ille j(lI/owillJ.: relllarks abolll alloliler CO/III11/ms Melllorial ill 

Wasiti llglOIl abolll witicit lIIosl OJ' IIS kllew lillie. 

Good Morning. I am honored to be here today for the Columbus Day 
Celebrati on paying tribute to the life and aeeompli shments o f Chri stopher 
Columbus. I bring greetings on behalf of the Organization of American States, 
Secretary General Jose Mi guel Insul za, A ss istant Secretary General A lbert 
Ramdin and Secretary for External Relations, A mbassador Suzanne Laporte. 

Statue of Queen Isabella at 
main entrance to the ~AS . 
presented by Spain in 1966 
(columbus.vanderkrogf.net) 

T hi rty four (34) democracies in the Western 
Hemisphere compri se the acti ve membership of the 
Organization of A merican Slates of'ten referred to as 
the OAS with Headquarters here in Washington, DC. 
Chri stopher Columbus traveled to the shores of sev
eral or the Member Countries ineluding Anti gua and 
Rarbuda, the Bahamas, Costa Rica, Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti , Honduras, 
Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Sl. KillS and Nevi s, 
Tri nidad and Tobago and Vene7.uela. 

T he Organi 7.ation of American Slates s(;rv(;s 
as a testament to diplomatic cooperation and aspires 
to achieve democracy, justi ce, peace and prosperity 
in the Americas. T he OAS promotes and supports 
democracy, human ri ghts, multidimensional sccurity 
and integral development in the Americas and seeks 
to prevent conflicts and to bring pol itical stability, 
social inclusion and prosperity to the region through 
dialogue and coll ective action. 

The important influence of Chri stopher Columbus was recognized at the 
first International Conf"crenee or American States. held in 1890. As the 
Conference was draw ing to a close, the delegates di sc ussed how best to com
memorate the hi storic assembly or American nati ons in a meeting that had inbued 
all with a sense or unity, common purpose and inter-American cooperation. 
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A bout all t/w.ve American./lags 

Official Flags of the U.S., Past and Present 
Tliis is the fourtli year that the ColulI/bus Day celebration has been enlianced by tli e 
in elusion oj all 27 oj the official historic American jlags. carried by a special grollp oj 
Fourtli Degree Klliglits oj ColulI/bus known as the "/-Ionor AII/erica Corps." 

T he United States nag was adopted by the resolution or the Continental Congress 
on ./une 14, 1777, " That the fl ag of the thirteen united States be 13 slripes alternate 
red and white, that the union be 13 slars, while on a blue fi eld representin g a new 

constell ati on." The des ign ori ginated wi lh Francis Hopkinson , chairman or the Continental 
Navy Board or the Congress, and was apparen tl y ori ginall y intended 1'0 1' naval usc. 

Arter Vermont achi eved slate hood on M arch 4, 179 1 and Kentucky on ./une I , 
1792, Congress adopted and Pres iden t Washin glon signed a law on '/ anuary 13, 1794 pro
viding lhat arter May I , 1795 " the fl ag of the Un ited Stales bc rifleen slripes, allernale red 
and while ; and thatlhe uni on be rifleen stars white in a blue ri eld." Thal was th e only time 
the offi cial fl ag had more than 13 stripes. 

By 1818 rive more slates had been adm illed lo the U nion with no change in the 
fl ag law, and in that year a new law was adopted: "That from and after the fourth day of 
'/ul y next, the nag or the Un iled Stales be thirteen hori zonlal stripes, alternate red and 
white, thal the uni on be twenly stars, white, in a blue fi eld .. .. That on the admi ss ion or 
every state into the Un ion, one star be added lo the union or the nag, andlhat such add i
li on shall take effect on the fou rth of Jul y nex l succeeding such ad mi ssion. " Thi s was the 
rirsltime lhatthe slri pes were spec ified to be hori zontal. Whil e offi cial fl ags followed that 
design, usuall y with the stars arran ged in hori zontal rolV S, unorfi cial fl ags va ri ed greatl y. 

Arter the ad mission of New Mexico and A ri i".ona in 19 12 brought the numbL:r of 
slates to 48, Presidenl Tan issued an executi ve order specify ing the arran gement or the 
stars, as well as standard proportions, and sizes or ofri cial flags. The 48-star nag remained 
in usc for more than rorty-six years, including two world wars. The nex t fl ag, wilh 49 slars, 
was in usc 1'01' only one year, from .Jul y 4, 1959 (alkr adm iss ion of A laska on Jan uary 3) 
to '/ul y 4, 1960 (arter admission or Hawaii on A ugust 2 1, 1959), when our currenl 50-star 
n ag was adopted- forty-nine yea rs ago. 

T he Bonol' Ame.-ica COI'PS was eSlab li shed in 20m lo prov ide a cad re or 
Kni ghts willing l o visit area parochi al schoo ls and schoo l di stri el s or 
Central Virg inia as well as parti cipale in civ ic and fraternal evenls to offer a clear

er underslanding of the meaning of our nag. (While its co re membership comes rrom the 
Rappahannock Fourth Degree Assembly, it is open to all Kni ghls who arc willing and able 
lo parti eipale in ilS activiti es.) Audiences have ranged in size from over 6,000 al a minor 
league baseball game lo 8 al a Nalional Cemetery ceremony. Additional inrormalion about 
the program can be round at 1I'1I'1I'.hollorall/.eric{/.corp.~.org/ . 

A compiete ii.\·t of the 27 historical officialflag.\· is Oft the ftext page. 

An excellent projusely-illustrated coffee table-type book on the history of each oj 
the 27/1ags. alld IIl1tch //lore. is now 0 11 sale f or $3.99 (vs . $30 original price) at Borders 
(Ke vin Keilll alld Peter Keilll . A Crand Old Flag /New York: DK Publishing. 2007/) . 

Quotati ons are taken from William Rea Furlong and Byron McCandless. So Prolldly We Hail : Tile 
History oj'tite Ullited SllItes Flo);. Smithsonian Institution Press. Washington. DC 198 1. pp. 98. 158. 
and 185: description of Talfs executive order is on p. 2 12. 

47 



The 27 Official Flags of the United States 
State 

I Delaware 
2 Pennsy lva nia 
1 New Jersey 
4 Georgia 
5 Conn ecticut 
6 Massachu setts 
7 Maryland 
8 South Caroli na 
9 New Hampshire 
10 Virginia 
II New York 
12 North Carolina 
11 Rhode Island 
14 Vermont 
15 Kentucky 
16 Ten nessec 
17 Ohio 
18 Louisiana 
19 Ind iana 
20 Mississipp i 
21 Ill inois 
22 A labama 
23 Maine 
24 Missouri 
25 A rkansas 
26 Mi chigan 
27 Florida 
28 Texas 
29 Iowa 
10 Wi sconsin 
1 I Ca liforni a 
32 Minncsota 
130rcgon 
14 Kansas 
35 Wcst Vi rg inia 
36 Nevada 
37 Nebraska 
38 Colorado 
19 North Dakota 
40 South Dakota 
4 1 Montana 
42 Washington 
43 Idaho 
44 Wyoming 
45 Utah 
46 Oklahoma 
47 New Mex ico 
48 Ari zona 
49 A laska 
50 Hawaii 

Date Ratified 
or Admitted 
Dec. 7, 1787 

Dcc. 12, 1787 
Dcc. 18, 1787 

.I an. 2, 1788 

.I an. 9, 1788 
Feb. 6, 1788 

April 28, 1788 
May 21, 1788 
June 2 1, 1788 
Junc 25, 1788 
Ju ly 26, 1788 
Nov. 21,1789 
May 29, 1790 

March 4, 1791 
June I , 1792 
June I , 1796 

March I , 1803 
Apri l 30, 1812 

Dec. 11 ,1816 
Dec. IO, 1817 
Dec. 3, 1818 
Dec. 14, 1819 

March 15, 1820 
Aug. 10,182 1 
June 15, 1836 

.I an.26, 1817 
March 3, 1845 

Dec.29, 1845 
Dce. 28, 1846 
May 29,1848 
Sepl. 9, 1850 
May I I , 1858 
Feb. 14, 1859 

.I an.29, 186 1 
June 20,1863 
Oed I , 1864 

March I , 1867 
Aug. 1, 1876 
Nov. 2, 1889 
Nov. 2, 1889 
Nov. 8, 1889 

Nov. I I , 1889 
Ju ly 1, 1890 

July 10, 1890 
.I an. 4, 1896 

Nov. 16, 1907 
.Ian. 6, 1912 

Feb. 14, 1912 
.I an. 3, 1959 

Aug.2 1 1959 

Flag 
De.l·igll. 

1st 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 

5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 

10th 
II th 
12th 
I j th 
14th 
15th 
16th 
17th 
18th 
19th 
20th 

21 st 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 

25 th 
26th 
27th 

Dates 
ill. Use 

1777- 1795 

1795- 1818 
Ju ly 4, 1818 
Ju ly 4, 1819 

July 4, 1820 
July 4, 1822 
.July 4, 1836 

July 4, 1837 
July 4, 1845 
Ju ly 4,1 846 
Ju ly 4, 1847 
July 4, 1848 
Ju ly 4, 185 1 
July 4, 1858 
July 4, 1859 
Ju ly 4, 186 1 
Ju ly 4, 1863 
.Ju ly 4, 1865 
Ju ly 4, 1867 
Jul y 4, 1877 

Ju ly 4, 1890 
July 4, 189 1 
Ju ly 4, 1896 
Jul y 4, 1908 

Ju ly 4, 1912 
Ju ly 4, 1959 
Ju ly 4, 1960 

No. of 
Stars 

13 

15 
20 
21 

21 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
j l 
32 
11 
34 
35 
36 
37 
18 

41 
44 
45 
46 

48 
49 
50 

No. 
Stripes 

13 

15 
13 
13 

13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 

13 
13 
13 
13 

13 
13 
13 

From Milo M. Qui/e. Melvill 1. Weig. alld floy F Applelllall . "lhe H islOry of Iile Ulli led Sill Ies Flag. I Il"per 011£1 

ROlli. New 'York, 1<)61 
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Phoenix, 
Arizona 

NYC -
Columbus 

Circle 

Sevilla-Egg 

More Photos of Monuments 
Crosses, Columns and Unumal Memorials 

Huntington, NY Carolina Cantano, 
Puerto Rico 

Barcelona, 
Spain 

Bahamas, Underwater 
Memorial, Land ing Site 

11 

Buenos Ai res, 
Argent ina 

Denver, 
Colorado 

-Ft. Lauderdaie, 
Florida 

Aguada, 
Puerto Rico 

Scotch Plains, 
NJ 



Thus, Christopher Columbus was not pl anning to find a westerly route to the Indi es, but 

he wanted to go to the United States o f Ameri ca. 
Although it is understandable that Itali an communities erect monuments for their fcl 

low-coutryman, I cannot explain why the Spanish communiti es don't. Suggestions are wel

come. 
Here in Ne'vv O rleans I found yesterday a small Columbus memorial with Spani sh ori 

gin , Pl aza de Espana (at the end of Canal Street). Around a fountain are the coats-of-arm s 
of all Spani sh provinces. 'fhat of Huelva, from where Columbus sail ed, shows a map or the 
old and new wo rld with Columbus's ships and the dates 3 A ugust and 12 Oc- tober 1492. 

COLOMBO says , . "Come CI d !!Ott me ~om!time 1-Oon" 
102 EA 5 45 th S IH E 
.1. "'0- . t"'Ura c)'l H. I 41 •. : 37:: 

en. (c - J J",rtOI\.:nc 

I want to fini sh my paper w ith another opini on on Columbus' moti ves: he did no t want 

to discover the USA, but the best steaks in the world on I~s t 45th Street! 

L it. 
Columbus Day : Celebrating the Pioneering Spirit of America. Weekly Column by Jo Ann 
Emerson , United States Representative, Missouri's 8th district, 8 Oct. 1999 
(http://www.house.gov/emerson/coI10899.htm) 
Unveiling and dedication of the Columbus Monument, (Reading, Penn. , 1925) , with 
- Chauncey M. Depew, Th e Columbian Oration. 
- Ferdinando Co lletti , The Discovery of America: Its Relation to World Progress . 

© 2003 Peter van der Krogt 

Editors Note: STATUES OF THE YOUTHFUL COLUMBUS (left to right) can be seen in St. Petersburg, Russia 
(Hermitage Museum) , New York City (Columbus High School) Vancouver, BC (see discussion of Genoa in the article), 
and Washington, DC (Holy Rosary Parish court-yard) . 
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NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

Ever since the dedication in 1912 of the magnificent COLUMBUS 
Memorial and Fountain in Columbus Plaza in front of Union Station , the site 
has been a focal point for annual celebrations mainly by Knights of Columbus and 
Italian-American organizations to honor the great navigator and discoverer. In 
1934 Congress authorized and requested the President to issue an annual 
Columbus Day proclamation , and in 1968 declared Columbus Day a federal hol
iday, commencing in 1971 , with a three-day celebration termed the "First National 
Columbus Day Celebration ." 

Under the leadership of the Knights and Italian-Americans , annual cele
brations involving U.S. military organizations, the diplomatic corps--especially 
Italy, Spain , and The Bahamas--and the National Park Service cu lminated in 1989 
in establishment of a permanent organization , the Washington Columbus 
Celebration Association , to plan proper observance of the forthcoming Quin 
centenary anniversary (1991-92) and put the annual celebrations on a firmer foot
ing with permanent sponsorship. Involvement of many national organizations , 
many individual members from other parts of the country, and the integration of an 
annual national NIAF-DAR essay contest into the celebration led to the change of 
name ten years later to the National Columbus Celebration Association , con
sistent with what the celebration was called when the Federal Hol iday was estab
li shed two decades earlier. 

According to its by laws , "The Association seeks to honor not only the 
memory of Columbus and his historic achievement in linking the Old World 
and the New, but also the higher values that motivated and sustained him in 
his efforts and trials. These virtues-his faith, the courage of his convic
tions, dedication to purpose, perseverance in effort, professional excellence, 
and boldness in facing the unknown-are as appropriate today as they were 
in his time." The Association invites individuals and organizations who ident ify 
with these purposes to become members. (See application on last page of this 
booklet.) 

The Association is governed by a board of directors elected to staggered 
three-year terms by the general membersh ip at the annual membership meeting . 
Officers are chosen annually for one-year terms by the board . Current board 
members and officers are: 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Col. Thomas J. Hogan, USA Ret., President 

John C. Moore, Founding Chairman Emeritus 
James P. McCusker, Vice President 

Peter R. Davio, Treasurer 

Peter E. Biciocchi 
Mario Ciario 

G. Pino Cicala 
Leonard M. Durso 
Ben C. Filipczyk 
Peter D. Gervais 

Steven J. Upton, Secretary 

Martha V. Hilton 
Patrick Korten 

Honorary: 
Edward M. Sullivan, PhD. 

Gustav S. Weber 
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NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 
ASSOCIATION 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERS 

GENERAL 

National Italian-American Foundation 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

Margaret Whetten Chapter of the District of Columbia, D.A.R. 
Lido Civic Club of Washington, D.C. 
Holy Rosary Church (Italian Parish) 

Order Sons of Italy in America 
Roma Lodge No. 71, O.S.I.A. 

George Washington Lodge No. 2038, O.S.I.A. 
Abruzzo and Molise Heritage Society 

Bladensburg Rotary Club 
Young America Works Public Charter School 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Supreme Council 
District of Columbia State Council 

Maryland State Council 
Virginia State Council 

Harry J. Canter Insurance Agency 
Washington Council No. 224, DC 

Potomac Council No. 433, DC 
Fr. Francis J. Diamond Council No. 6292, VA 

St. Mary of the Assumption Council No. 9302, MD 
Fr. Horace B. McKenna Council No. 11024, MD 

Cardinal Patrick O'Boyle Council No. 11302, DC 
Bishop McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights, MD 
Washington Assembly No. 151, 4th Degree, DC 

Fr. Andrew White Assembly No. 377, 4th Degree, MD 
Father O'Keefe Assembly No. 1162, 4th Degree, VA 

Commodore Barry Assembly No. 1163, 4th Degree, VA 
Richmond Assembly No. 1165, 4th Degree, VA 

Fr. Walter F. Malloy Assembly No. 1894, 4th Degree, VA 
Msgr. McMahon Assembly No. 2205, 4th Degree, VA 

Cardinal Hickey Prince of the Church Assembly 2534, 4thDegree, DC 
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Why the Italinns? Why not the S panish community? 
A t the unveiling of the monument in Reading, Pennsylvania, in 1925, the president of 

the Columbus Monument Committee, Dr Ferdinando Coll etti , explained th i s as follows: 
"A mong the thousands of I tal ians who wi th their genius have con tributed to the ad

vancement of our civili zati on, Col umbus stands l i ke a giganti c fi gure for he di scovered a 
new continent and founded a new civi li za ti on which was to give to the world a higher con
cepti on of the divine ri ghts of men. 'rhe great I tal ian nav igator discovered A meri ca; anoth
er great Ital ian, }\meri co Vespucc i, gave our country her beautiful name." 

In the RC<ldi ng pam ph let of 1925 i s a four page li st wi th 750 names of I tal ian s who con

tri buted to the monument. 
A n interes ting example is thi s initiative of single Ital i an immi grant. .Iohn Schepis of 

Sici l y star ted a small shop in Columbia, Louisiana. A round 19 16 he planned a bigger 
buildin g. " It wou ld be finer, a fittin g showplace, where one could desplay one's pride in 
the new country, and sti ll the love for the old." 

Ital ians want to honour an Ital ian, who played such an important role in the h istory of 
the world - and made the founding of the USA possibl e. Simply spoken: Without Colum

bus, no United States of A merica .. 
'rhe people in Worcester, Massachusetts, exaggerated th is statement, and inscribed on 

thei r statue, erected in 1978: 

Not even the rnountainous waves of the mighty 
Atlantic could halt the progress of the Nina, 
Pinta and Santa Maria, ullder the guidance of the 
great navigator, illspired by the Lord to go forth. 
search for alldfilld these Ullited States of America. 
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Table 4 
State inhabitants Number of Percent 

x 1000 monuments Italians 
New Jersey 7,736 32 10.8 
New York 17,950 24 23. 1 
Pennsylvania 12,040 14 9.9 
Connecticut 3,239 15 4.6 
Massachusetts 5,913 9 6.2 
DC 604 9 0.1 
Cal ifornia 29,063 7 9.4 
Illinois 11,658 8 5.3 
Ohio 10,907 6 4.3 
Florida 12,671 4 3.8 
Texas 16,991 4 1.6 
Rhode Island 998 4 1.5 
Maryland 4,694 4 1.5 
Wisconsin 4,867 4 1 
Michigan 9,273 2 2.8 
Lou isiana 4,382 2 1.4 
Colorado 3,317 2 
Missouri 5,159 2 
Vi rg inia 6,098 2 1 
Washington 4,761 2 0.9 
Indiana 5,593 0.7 
IMinnesota 4,353 0.5 
Delaware 673 0.4 
Georgia 6,486 0.4 
Iowa 2,840 

T hi s table shows the relation between the percentage of Itali ans (ri ght column) and thc number of 
Columbus monumcnts. States not li sted do not havc a Columbus monumcnt and have all a percent
age of Italians of 0.5 % or less. 

Source: U.S. Ccnsus burcau : 1980 census. Table 3a Persons who reported a singlc ancestry group 
for regions and states hllp://www.ccnsus.gov/popul ation/www/censusdata/pc80-s l - 10.htm l 

Gcnerally. onl y 50% of the population reportcd a single ances try group 

And both maps together for compari son. 

. 
i ..... ~ 

• ~~ 1 \ . 
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• Columbus Monumenl 

Persons with 
Italian ancestors 

20·25% 

_ 15·20% 

LI 

10·15% 

5·10% 

0 ·1% 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

ORGANIZATIONS 
Archdiocese of Washington 

The United States Army Band 
" Pershing's Own" 

The United States Marine Band 
"The President's Own" 

INDIVIDUALS 
Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, Chaplain, U. S. House of Representatives 

Blanche l. Curfman 
Rafael Jover Y De Mora Figueroa 

Doria Dean Elton Kemper, HPG-NSDAR 
James P. Kiernan, Ph.D., OAS 

lloyd J. Ogilvie, D.D., Former Chaplain, U.S. Senate 
Jose l. Restepo. Ll.D., OAS 

Msgr. Roger C. Roensch, 
Director, Bishops Office for U.S. Visitors to the Vatican 

Ana Maria Snell, Ph.D., University of Maryland 
Mrs. Presley Merritt Wagoner, HPG-NSDAR 

linda Tinker Watkins, HPG-NSDAR 
2009 One-Year Membership for Last Year's Essay Contest Winners: 

Christina Jean Moazad, 1st Place Winner 
Hayley Shoeppler, 2nd Place Winner 
Rebecca Si-Mei-Au, 3rd Place Winner 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
FOUNDING CHAIRMAN EMERITUS, 1995: 

John C. Moore, PSD, K of C 
DISTINGUISHED OFFICER MEDAL, 1996: 
Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D., PSD, K of C 

DISTINGUISHED MEMBER MEDAL, 1998: 
Gustav S. Weber, PSD, K of C 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL, 1999: 
Alfred M. Rotondaro, Ph.D. 

COUNSELOR EMERITUS MEDAL, 2005: 
Richard J. Higgins, Esq. 

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS 

CACI 
Bob Grill, General Contractor 
Insurance Consulting Group 

W. B. Maske Sheet Metal Works 
Forum Properties 
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REGULAR INDIVIDUAL MEMBER 

Richard S. Aleksy, PSD, FM, K of C 
William B. Alexander V 
Florence O. Anderson 
Raymond J. Anselmo 

Dominic F. Antonelli, Jr. 
Edward P. Ashe 

Paul E. Biciocchi 
Joyce M. Bockemuehl 

Richard P. Branson 
Helen V. Brooks 

William H. Brown III 
Anthony A. Cantalupo, Jr. 

John Capozzi 
Serena Cantoni 

Joseph P. Cardillo 
Dino J. Caterini 

Richard Ceccone 
Mary Catucci 
Mario Ciarlo 

G. Pino Cicala 
Loreto J . Claveli 

Carroll Jefferson Collins 
Joseph H. Cordes 

Katharine Clayton Crittenberger 
Maj. Gen. Willis D. Crittenberger, Jr., USA, Ret. 

Blanche L. Curfman 
Lucio A. D'Andrea 

Peter R. Davio 
Sheila H. Davis 

John M. Dezinno 
Nick DiBattista 

Peter Arrott Dixon 
Leonard M. Durso 

Maureen Walker Duvall 
Millicent E. Duvall 

Col. Wilfred L. Ebel, AUS, Ret. 
Thomas C. Etter, Esq. 
Joseph A. Fernandez 

Ben C. Filipczyk 
Col. Richard S. Flahaven 

Gary Michael "Gus" Gallagher 
Peter D. Gervais, PSD, K of C 

Louis F. Giacchino 
Ronald P. Gorman 
E. Linda Guidotti 

Richard G. Head, PSD, MFD, K of C 
George A. Henderson, Jr. 
Richard J. Higgins, Esq. 

John M. Hilliard 
Martha V. Hilton 

Thomas J . Hogan, PSD, K of C 
Col. Andrew M. Johnson, AUS 

Robert A. Kengla 
James Patrick Kiernan, Ph.D. 

Patrick Korten 
Thomas B. Lank, DO 

Anthony Leggio 
Rev. Richard Libby 

John Magnani 
Gino Marinucci 

Caesar B. Martinez, FM, K of C 
Russell D. Maske 

J . P. McCusker, PSD, FM, K of C 
John C. Moore, FCE, PSD, K of C 

T. Eric Morsicato 
William M. Mulvihill , PSD, FVSM, K of C 

Peter F. Nostrand 
Angelo Puglisi , Jr. 

Kenneth Osik 
Daniel J . Quagliarello 
Stephanie L. Razzano 

Dorothy C. Ries 
Jose N. Rodriguez 

Col. Eric Rojo 
Alfred M. Rotondaro, Ph.D. 

Mary Lu Saavedra 
Joseph A. Sauro, PSD, K of C 

Joseph Scafetta, Jr., Esq. 
Louis J. Scalfari 

Dominic Schiattareggia 
Charles H. Smallwood, PGK, PFN, MFD 

Rita W. Smith 
Dr. Daniel L. Stabile 

Thomas Stallone, Sr. 
Dr. Duke Nordinger Stern 

Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D., PSD, K of C 
Teresa M. Talierco 
Carl Leroy Tibery 

John V. Tieso 
Anthony R. Tringale, C.L.U. 

Steven J. Upton 
John R. Urciolo 

Rev. Lydio F Tomasi 
Joseph P. Vaghi, Jr. 

Gustav S. Weber, PSD, K of C 
Lloyce Ann West 

Ronald B. White, PSD, K of C 
William Grantham Wood 

Mark F. Woznak 
Andrew M. Zaso 

NATIONAL SPONSORS 

William Brown, III 
Mary Catucci 
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Daniel J.Quagliarelio 
Rita W. Smith 

Table 4 

Garfield NJ PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF GARFI ELD UNICO is a US service 
BY THE GARFIELD CHAPTER OF organizat ion similar to Rotary, 
UNICO NATIONAL its membership is exc lusively 
OCTOBER 15, 1967 open to American men and 

women of Italian heritage 
- . --

Hoboken NJ ERECTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THIS 
COMMUNITY UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF THE ITALIAN-AMER-

ICANS OF HOBOKEN 
- -- --

New York, PER INIZIATIVA DEL 
Columbus Circle PROGRESSO ITALO AMERI CANO 

- - --
New London, DONATED BY THE ITALIAN RESIDENTS 
CT OF NEW LONDON OCT. 12, 1928 

Other states 

Walla Walla WA DEDICATED TO CHRI STOPHER Paid for by subsc ription by 
COLUMBUS ITALY'S ILLUSTRIOUS SON the Italian immigrant farmers 

Houston TX Erected in 1992 in the park 
across from the Italian 
American Center - --

Indianapolis Funded by Italian immigrants 
in Indiana 

San Francisco Erected by the Italian 
commun ity of North Beach. 

ConclusIOn 
From thi s sampl e you see the invo lvement of the Italian popu lati on in erecting Columbus mon u

ments. 

Persons with 

• 

ancestors 
20-25% 

D 
D 
o 

15-20% 

10-15% 

5-10% 

1-5% 

0-1 % 

I sholV you herc a map of th c USA with thc pcrccntage of thc populati on of Itali an 
dcsccnt. Thc largest conccntrati on of Italo-Amcri cans is in thc northcastcrn states . Thc 
thrce statcs lV ith thc hi ghcst pcrccntagc arc Ncw Jcrscy, NelV York , and Pcnnsylvan ia, and 
thcse arc thc states with thc hi ghcstnumbcr of Columbus monumcnts (Tablc 4) . 
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need for a "democrati c" hero is the full 
ex planation of the many, many Columbus 
memorial s in the USA. 

The first objection against Emerson's 
theory is the di stribution over the country. 
Look at thi s map with the distribution o f 
Co lumbus memorials in the United 
States. You sec the distribution is not 
equally over the states. Of course, partly 
thi s odd distribution is caused by the pop
ulation density, whi ch is indeed the 
largest in the northeast. 

However, when we compare the pop
ulaton with the number of monuments, 
no rela- ti on is found: 7.5 million persons 
in New Jersey share 32 monuments, 
while over 9 million in Michigan have 
only 2 monu-ments; The state of New 
York, with 18 million inhabitants, has 25 
monuments, the 17 million Texans only 
4. Three million people in Oklahoma 
don't have a Co lumbus, whereas the 
same number of people in Connecti cut 
have IS. 

Moreover, if Columbus "embodied 
the spirit of A merican discovery and 
progrcss," why arc there so many states 
embodying that spirit without Columbus 
memorials? 

Tab le 3 shows the relation between 
the popu lation and the number or 
Co lumbus monuments. 

The ri ght co lumn shows the num
ber of persons (multiply by 1000) per 
monument. States not listed do not 
have a Columbus monument. 

Example: Massachusetts has 
5,9 13,000 inhabitants and nine 
Columbus monuments, that is one 
monument per 657,000 persons. 

A nd so we must conclude that there 
has to be another reason for erecting 
Columbus monuments. This was not 

--------------~, ------

. ..~."J 
. :~ _ •.•• f.F" 

it • 

.. 

• Columbus Monuments 

Table 3 

Inhabitants Number of Inh .lMon. 
STATE x 1000 Monuments 

New Jersey 7,736 32 242 

New York 17,950 24 748 

Pennsylvania 12,040 14 860 

Connecticut 3,239 15 216 

Massachusetts 5,913 9 657 

DC 604 9 67 

California 29,063 7 4,152 

Illinois 11,658 8 1,457 

Ohio 10,907 6 1,818 

Florida 12,671 4 3,168 

Texas 16,991 4 4,248 

Rhode Island 998 4 250 

Maryland 4,694 4 1,174 

Wisconsin 4,867 4 1,217 

Michigan 9,273 2 4,637 

Louisiana 4,382 2 2,191 

Colorado 3,317 2 1,659 

Missouri 5,159 2 2,580 

Virgin ia 6,098 2 3,049 

Wasshington 4,761 2 2,361 

Indiana 5,593 1 5,593 

Minnesoda 4,353 1 4,353 

Delaware 673 1 673 

Georg ia 6,486 1 6,486 

Iowa 2,840 1 2,840 

too difficult to discover. When you read the inscriptions on the monuments it 
becomes very c lear what this additional reason is. 

I show you in Table 4 a random choice of Columbus monuments with 
part of the in-scribed tex t. 
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Celebrating ollr Iwelltieth anniversary 

Genesis and History of the 
National Columbus Celebration Association 

1. Antecedents 

W ashington 's nearby neighbor to the nOI·th, the much older city of Ballimore, 
has the distinction of being the locati on or the oldest known monument 
to Columbus, an obeli sk erected in 1792 commemorating the tercentenary of 

the discovery. (Sec photograph on page 22.) The Columbus Monuments web site descri bes 
it as rollows: 

It was donated by the French Consul to Ba ltimore, Charles Francois Adrian de 
Pau lmier, Chevalier d'Anmour. It is the first monument to Columbus in the 
United States (and in thc world). It was ini tially erected in 1792 on the consul's 
estate at the corner of North Avenue and Harford Road. It was moved to the 
present locat ion in Herring Run Park ncar Harford Road ncar the Samuel 
Ready Institute on Columbus Day, 1964. 

Christopher P. George wrote about this monument: "Dc Paulmier was apparently 
rond or entertaining on his firty -aere estate, Vill a Belmont, north of Baltimore 
Town . The story goes th at one evening, he engaged with his guests in a 
conversati on on "Great Men or the Western World. " Someone mentioned that 
1792 wou ld be the three hundredth ann iversary of the discovery of America 
and that nowhere in the New World was there a monument to com memorate 
the great discoverer, ChriStopher Columbus. Dc Paulmier vowed to rectify the 
oversight , and so he erected the obel isk on his properly." 

M ore about thi s monument in an arti cle by Tom Chalkley in the Balt imore City 
Paper of I S March 2000 (http://www.citypaper.com/2000-03- IS/eharmed.html) . 

(There arc two inscripti ons, The (irst eight-line inscripti on is: " SACRED I TO THE I 
MEMORY I OF lei-IRIS I .COLMBUS I OCTOB. XII I MDC VIII C". The second is on 
a small metal tablet on the side: "COLUMBUS MONUMENT I RE-. LOCATED FROM 
NORTH AVENUE I EAST OF HARFORD ROAD AND RE-DEDICATED I OCTOBER 
12, 1964 /THEODORE R. McKELDIN IMAYOR".) 

Baltimore also has the distinction of having the oldest Columbus Dall parade 
ill the U.S., dating from 1890. 

The celebration in the U.S. of the quadricentennial year of the discovery ( 1892) 
all raCled national and international attenti on. with the acclaimed World Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago in 1893, hosting 27 million visitors. Among the organizations espe
ciall y interested i 11 Columbus were the Kni ghts of Columbus, founded in 1882, and the 
Daughters or the American Revolution, founded at the beginning of the 1890s. 

The c los ing years of that decade saw the Spanish American War and the emer
gence or the United States as a world power, symboli zed in part by President Roosevelt 's 
sending the Great White Fleet on its world tour, and initi ati on of the constructi on or the 
Panama Canal. As the capital city or thi s growing power, Washington was giving increas
ing attention to improving its monumental publi c spaces and appearance Co lumbus would 
soon make a grand entrance into the capital. 

2. Celebrating Columbus in Washington 

I t was a Knigllt of Columbus (an ollker of Potomac Council , which stilllOday is ac
ti ve in downtown Washington) who insti gated the leg islat ion in 1907 lead ing to erec
ti on of the Co lumhus Memorial and Foun tain inlhe public place in rront or the newly-

S4 

I have information for only a few of these monuments on the occasion of their unvei l
ing; therefore I cannot make a reli ab le analys is of them. 

M ost of the monuments here arc full size statues pointing to yonder or with a globe. 
One of the few exceptions is the monument in Gaiman, Argentina, whi ch is a simple 

obeli sk 

6. United States of America 
With IS8 Columbus memorials the United States has almost half of the tota l number or 

these memorials. 
Why arc there so many or these memorial s in the USA? Jo Ann Emerson, United States 

Representative of Missouri 's 8th district, tri ed to explain the enthusiasm for Columbus in 
the United States as follows (8 Oct. 1999) : 

" How did a man. who had no idea that he had opened the door to our continent 

become such a prominent fi gure in our national consciencc? After winning free
dom from thc King of England . America cut itself ofT from the O ld World and it s 
history. As a m:w republic. A lm:rica esscntially found itself wi thout a national histoy 

Americans were left to create a new shared 
national story and heros. While the evolu
ti onary leaders were the obvious choices 
for our historical heros. Ihey believed being 
deemed so wou ld be undemocrati c. 

Americans. searching for a history and a 

hero. discovered Columbus. In Colulll 

bus, our new nati on found a symbol of 

fortilllde, pioneeri slll and discovery from 

I he distant pas!. 

Like Columbus. our Found ing Fa thers 

and earl y patriots found a way to escape 

from the Old World. Just as Columbus 

challcnged the unknown seas 10 find a 

New World . the American revoluti ona-

ies challenged the establi shed order to 

found a new nation free from kings and 

full of new beginnings. Colu mbus the 

explorer embod ied the spirit of American 

discovery and progress as 19th century 

OIUlllbu .. 
and Colutnbia 

~ '\." IIrI I u II \1,111 ,,'\ ; '" ILII 

ur "dJl111t ... "I .. II'J" fill <,11. ,1 , I H "". 
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American explorers such as Lew is and Clark sought oul to discover our frontier and our 

pioneers setlled Ihe distant plains. And cach of our own forefathers. who braved the 

unknown to immigrate across the seas throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. disp layed a 

simil ar courage and determination as Co lumbus in IInding freedom and opportunit y in 

America." 

Emerson seems to have taken her inspiration from books li ke Columbus and Columbia, 
publi shed in 1892. Thi s work - as you sec on its title page (above)- includes the complete 
history or America with emphasis on Columbus. 

In a paper delivered at the dedication ceremonies or the Columbi an fair in Chicago in 
1892, Chauncey M. Depew formul ated "the lights which illumine our firmament today arc 
Co lumbus the discoverer, Washington the rounder, and Lincoln the sav iour" (perhaps it 
would be a good idea to li st the monuments ror Washington and Lincoln in the USA, and 
sec i r there is any si mi larity with the Co lumbuses). It is rather questionable i I' the nation's 
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I wi ll present them in chronologica l order. 
Handelsakadelllie: Next to the entrance of the Handelsakademie I der Wiener Kauf
mannschart (an eeonoics schoo l) are two statues by the sculptor Jose f Cesar. The 
1862 sta tue of Columbus (at right) with a map show ing the Americas in his len hand, 
to which he is pointing with his other hand ; the other stat
ue is of the 18th century Scottish economist Adam Smith . 
1864 (or later) Columbusplatz (Columbus Square), thi s 
square was named thus in 1864. On the square a house was 
bui lt - named Columbushof (Columbus Court) with two 
portrait medallions in its fa\aele: Co lumbus and Sir Francis 
Drake. 
188 1 Naturhistorisches Museum: at the top of the filr;ade of 
the museum of natural history are many statues, among 
them four discoverers: Columbus, Vasco da Gama, Ma
gellan, and Cook. 1912- 14 Oflice bui Iding on the square 
named Am HoL The building - now a bank - shows four 
portraitmedaill ons in its f,wade: from left to ri ght Colum
bus, Alessandro Volta (discoverer of the battery) and Josef 
Ressel (the inventor of the ship screw). I have no idea what 
relation these four have. I wrote to the bank, but dielnot yet 
receive any information. 

• 1966 (7) Columbusgasse or Co lumbus Street, nameclthus in 1864. On the fa\ acle of an 
apartment block buill. in 1966 is th is large mosaic showing a map of North America 
(Mex ico is clearly recognizable at the bottom of the mosaic), with Columbus hold ing 
the Span ish fl ag (stand ing in the Great Lakes area) , one of Columbus's ships, a stereo
typic Indian tent with an Indi an chid anel the seal of the United States (over Baja 
Cal iforni a). At the top arc th ree large black or grey bi rds fl y ing. I have not round any 
information about this mosaic. 

You st:e: of the si x mt:morials on San Sa l vador there was on ly one showing Columbus 
as a person, the fi ve monuments in Vienna all show the person Columbus. 

5. Latin Amcrica, from Mexico to AI'gentina 
I am afraid that my informati on on Co lumbus monuments in Latin America is incom

plete. So fa r, I locateel the numbers shown in Table 2. 

Table 2 
Mexico 12 Guatamual 3 Colombia 3 
Mexico 12 Honduras 3 Venezuela 4 

EI Salvador Ecuador 1 
Nicaragua 1 Peru 2 
Costa Rica 2 Brazil 4 
Panama Uruguay 2 
Central America 11 Bolivia 

Argentina 14 
Chile 3 
South America 36 

There is at Il:ast one monument in each of the Span ish speaking countrit:s. A lso Portuguese speaking 
Brazit has somc monumt:n ts. There arc no monuments in the other countri es (Bel ize. Guyana. 

Suriname. and French-Guyana). 
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completed Union Station. (The story of how it came to be there was told in las t year's pro
gram book.) The Illonument was completed in I Y 12 and unveiled on June 8 of that year, 
to the accoillpaniment of an elaborate four-day celebra ti on and a huge parade that is report
ed to have brought 20,000 Knights of Co lumbus to the city, and the largest overall allen
dance since the victory parade follow ing the Civil War. The Marine Band, which has been 
prov iding music for the celebration for a number of rccent years (including today 's), first 
did so at that 19 12 unveili ng ceremony. 

Newspaper archives and those o f the Kn ights of Columbus and the Lido Club 
report a number of Columbus Day cc lebrati ons at the monument in succeed ing years, and 
there is every reason to believe that there was one each year, under the aegis of Ital ian 
groups and the Kni ghts of Co lumbus. In 1934 Congress au thori zed and requested the 
Pn;sidentto issue an annual Co lumbus Day proc lamation. 

In 197 1 the celebrations received spec ial focus when the 1968 legis lation estab
l ishing the " Monday holiday law" spec ified that Columbus Day and severa l other annual 
hol idays would always occur on specified M ondays, giving Federal workers three day 
weekends (apparent ly a primary purpose of the legislati on) . The special ce lebration at the 
memori al that year was billed as tht: "First Nati onal Columbus Day Celebration," the term 
"Nati onal Columbus Day Celebrati on" bt: ing retained for severa l successi ve ce lebrati ons. 
Then in the 1976 bicentennial year a particularly elaborate celebration took pi act:, with 
Presidt:nt Gcrald R.Ford a\.lend ing and lay ing a wreath. (President Tart, who allcnded the 
19 12 unvei ling, is the on ly other president known to have allended a Co lumbus ccremony 
at the memorial.) Ital ian groups, with cooperati on from the Knights of Columbus, organ
ized the 1976 celebrati on. In the foll owing years the celebrations were hand led by either 
or both of these two groups, 

3. Founding and Eady Days of thc Association 

A key mcmber of the Knights coordinating thcir involvement was J()hn C.Moorc, 
who, as the 1992 Quincentenary neared, saw a need to have a more perInant:nt 
organi zati on t:s tabli shed to plan and carry out the ceremonies and be in a position 

to obtain offi cial recognition from the Christopher Co lumbus Qu ineentenary Jubil ee 
Commission es tahli shed in 1984 by Congress. 

A seri es of meetings of interested partit:s he convened at the 
Touchdown Club in the late 1980s it:d to the development of by laws and 
their acceptance by the group to establi sh the "Washington Columbus 
Celebration Association" on June 29, 1989, which can bt: considered as 
the birthday of our Association . .l ohn Moore was eit:t:lt:d its IIrst chairman, 
a secretary and treasurer were elected, and a Board of Governors estab
li shed, with representati on from the two major founding groups, the 
Knights of Columbus (the dominan t group) and the Order Sons of Ita ly in 

John C. Moore America, but with an openness to involvement by any part ies interested 
in celebrating Columbus. Initi al membership in the organizati on includ

ed only individuals, but no organi zati ons. Among those participating in th at histori c meet
ing were Dr. David R. Cirrfman, later to serve as President of the Association, and Carl A. 
Anderson, later to become Supreme Kni ght of the Kni ghts of Co lumbus, who gave a maj or 
address at the 1993 evenl. 

The first major celebrati on under the aegis of the Association came a yt:ar be
fore the 1992 Qu incentennial year. The Knights of Columbus decided to open their or
der-wiele year- long ( 199 1-1 992) celebration of the Quincentenary with an elaborate cere
mony at the Columbus Memorial in Washington in 199 1. A special roo fed stage was erect
ed to the ri ght as one faces the memorial , and a larger-than-usual audience accomillodat
ed. The principal speaker was Attorney Gent:ral Wi ll iam P. Barr. All of the Supreme olTi -
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cers and Supreme Board of Directors of the Kni ghts were there, and the ceremony was fol
lowed by a grand reception hosted by the Knights in the Co lumbus Club of Union Station. 
An anti -Columbu s protester wh o interrupted the ceremonies by defac ing the monument 
with red paint was quickl y hustl ed olT by the Park Police. The day before (Sunday) the reli 
gious celebrati on consisted of a special Quincentenary Mass at the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception to which the Supreme Kni ght presented a replica or the 
" Discovery Cross" that was brought to Santo Domingo by Pope John Paul II to a meeting 
of Ameri can bishops on October 12, 1984 in commemorati on of 500 years of evangel iza
ti on o f the Ameri cas. (That same cross, along with a repli ca of the dist.inctive Co lumbus 
Expeditionary Banner, leads the procession each year at the annual religious ce lebrati on at 
Holy Rosary Church. The banner is also carried bcJ'ore the wreath-presenters at today 's 
ceremony, as it is every year.) 

The Kni ghts also sponsored an essay contest on Columbus that yea r open to 
students in D.C. , Maryland, and Virginia, w ith the winner in each juri sd iction reading his 
or her essay at the ceremonies, a rorerunner of the national essay contest today. They 
closed their 199 1- 1992 Qu incentenary celebrati on in A ugust the foll ow ing year at their 
nati onal convention in New York City. 

T he 1992 Quincentenary celebration in Washington was held in the afternoon, 
cl osing a three-day celebration by the National Park Service and following a cele
brati on by NSDAR in the Columbus Club. Music for the statue ceremony was sup

plied by the Filarmon ica Sestrese Genoa Concert, on tour from Italy, and there was a brief 
presentati on by Louis Koerber, Pres ident of the Nati onal Flag Foundati on, observing the 
lOath anni versary of the Pledge of A llegiance, ori gina ll y composed in connecti on w ith the 
1892 Colu mbus Quadri centennial and incorporated by Congrcss into the Flag Code of thl: 
U.S. in the Pledge's fiftieth anni versary year, 1942. The Honor Guard from thl: Mi litary 
Distri ct of Washington began their annual appearances at the celebrati on. Th is annual pro
gram book was also introduced in that anni versary year and has been publ ished every Yl:a r 
since, grow ing in size and content. The new organizati on, WCCA, continued to sponsor 
the annual celebrations, a customary feature of which was an appearance by a Rcnaissance 
dance group. A dues structure was also establi shed and organi zational memberships intro
duced. 

4. Change in Leadership 

W ith the association well on its way and the 
Quineentenary celebrati on behind it, Chair
man John Moore was anxious to step down, 

having coordinated many such celebrations over the 
years. After reluctantly accepting several ex tensions of 
his service he became insistent, and. Dr. David R. 
Curfman a neurosurgeon in pri vate practice, now on 
the board of directors, accepted electi on as chief exec
uti ve in December, 1994. An equall y ardent devotee of 
Co lumbus, th ough neither a Knight nor Italian, he had 
been at the first meetings, and had also visited overseas 
Columbus sites , 

Other changes were also introduced, T he 
by laws were updated to accommodate the new struc
ture, the Board of Governors became the Board or 
Directors, and the Chairman became the President of 
the Assoc iation. 
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New Pres ident Dr. David Curfman 
presents John Moore with th e 
Founding Chairman Emeritus medal 
at the 1995 ce lebration. 

I-Iollwge a ll Ihe advel/ I II/' Ihe .IUih reI/leI/ilia I of Ihe il/ilia l voyage of Chrislopher 
ColulI/hus 10 II lI/ eri(,lI , Ihe cilizel/s of Jlt!x{/r ('OUI/ly, TexlIs, U.S.II., pay hOll/age 10 
Mlidriglil de IllS 1III1IS Torres hirlhplare of Que ell Isahel lile ('alholic whose illlellerr, hold
lIess ofspiril , love (~/,hllll/allily allli ('hrisliallily, allli lI/alerialllS-.I' isllIllCe co/llrilJ/lred sig
lIijl(,lIl1lly 10 Ihe dis('overy (l/'Ihe Ihelllll/kl/owl/ \Vorld 01/ Octoher 12, 1492. 

Signed by the Bexar County Historical Commiss ion. 

S"n I\ntonio. Texas. U.S.A .. 
Dr. Feli x I). A lm~ raz Jr .. chairman. 

3. West Indies, whel'e he actually landed 
Almost on every spot where Columbus set foot ashore is a kind of monument. On the island 
of San Salvador alone, where it is generall y believed that. he first contacted the new worl d, 
thl:n; arl: flVl: monuments. 

189 1 Chicago monument: The first monumelll on the 
spot was erected on the initiati ve of the Chicago Herald. 
is a crude stone structure on a narrow piccc of land 
between the ocean and the bay, with a marbl e plaque 
with an inscr iption anti a marble globe. ON T I-II S 
SPOT CHRI STOPHER COLUMB US FIRST SET 
FOOT ON T HE SOIL OF TH E NEW WORLD. 
ERECTED BY TH E CHICAGO HERALD JUNE 15, 
189 1. Undoubtedly, thi s monument is related with the 
world fair in Chicago. 
195 I Tappan monument: It was pu t th ere on 25 
February 195 I by the yaw l "Heloise" whi le on an 
around-the-world crui se. This expedition was fin anced 
by the Tappan gas company. 
1956 Whitc cross at the landfall : erccted on 25 th 
December 1956 by Ruth Durlacher Wolpcr. 
1988 at the spot where the Olympic fIaml: was brought to America for the games in 
Mexico. 
A monument hidden on the ocean fl oor. 
As you sec, no statue of Columbus here. A ll five monuments belong to thl: group of 

"other" monuments. But, in the acti vity center in Cockburn Town, the only town on San 
Salvador, is a reli ef portrait of Columbus. 

It seems that there is also a theory that the first landfall was not on San Sal vador, but on 
Grand Turk. To commemorate thi s, on the waterfront in Cockburn Town (same name, di 1'
rerent island) is a plaque claiming: GRAND TURK, FIRST LANDFALL OF CHRI STO
PHER COLUMBUS IN TH E NEW WORLD 12 OCTOBER 1492. 

There arc many other monuments at the places were Columbus set foot on Pucrto Rico, 
Jamaica, Cuba etc. 

The second gl'OLJP of Columbus monuments: Columbus as a symbol 
Thi s is the more difficult group to exp lain, even more since the maj ority ofthc Co lumbus 

monuments bclong 1.0 thi s group. There arc at least 150 Columbus memori als in the Un itcd 
States, and Columbus nevcr set root on the shores of what later became the USA. Bu t bcJ'ore 
wc go to the USA, let's look first at the other two regions. 

4. Elsewhel'e 
In Europe, oLitside Spain and Italy, arc sevl:ral monuments. They all have a symbolic 

value showing mainly Columbus as a discovercr among other discovers. In many cases he 
is one of a group. I will illustrate this with the Co lumbus memori als I found on my las t trip 
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• The birth house in Cogoleto shows a painting on the 
rac;:ade, whi ch is probably one of thc oldest memorials for 

olumbus. It includes an eight- line Itali an poem by 
Antoni o Columbus and dates from 1650. 

• Bettola 
• C uccaro 
• O utside Italy: 

Calvi , Corse 
o Ibi za, 8aleari e Islands 

Poio, Gal ieia, Spain 
Genoa itself has a number or monuments, such as the 

main monument on the Piazza Acquaverde in front of the 
train stati on, the Columbus I louse (a t ri ght)- the inscri ption 
shows that even the Genoese do not claim to be the birth 
place or Columbus: 

No house has a better name than thi s one. 
Ilere in hi s paternal home, Chri stopher Columhus 
passed his infancy and the beginning of hi s youth. 

A ndlhe statue of Columbu~ as a youth: thi s is a sculpture by Giulio M onteverde from 
about 1870. It i s named "The J."irst Inspirati on or the 130y Columbus". We see Columbus 
as a child sitting on a moorin g post upon a pier, against which the waves arc hrea kin g; he 
is in deep meditati on and holds a book in hi s hand. There are several copies of thi s statue, 
including one in Vancouver, I1rit ish Columbi a, and one in a 130ston museum. 

2. S pa in, cspecia lly the C osta del Sol, fJ'om whcJ'e he ~ilcd 

Main monument is that in Ilueiva. 
- In the town of Palos de la Frontera, from whi ch Col umbus lert r or hi s fi rst voy

age in J492, arc 20 memori als, but not a single one i s devoted to the person of Columbus. 
(Since thi s was written in 20m, a statue of Col umbus was erected near LaRabida Convent 
commemorating the SOOth anni versary of hi s death.) I show you my website index page 
for Palos. There are statues in Palos, but onl y for the local herocs, the broth ers Pinz6n, the 
shi p-owners and captains of Columbus's fl eet. 

- Nearby Rota honours l3artolome Perez, a nati ve of Rota and the pilot of the 
San Juan, a shi p of the fl eet or Columbus's second voyage, . lie is gi ven a plaque and a 
bust. A shi p model honors all the others on the fi rst tri p. 

- The memori al i n Sanilicar de l3arrameda, the harbor where Columbus left for 
hi s third voyage in 1498. T hi s monument shows on a map of the A tlanti c eean the track 
of thi s third voyage. It is a memori al rrom the firth centenary of thi s voyage, in 1998. Curi 
ouslyenough, there is no memori al in Cadi z, the port where Columbus lert for hi s fourth 
voyage in 1502 

- As a map hi stori an, I mostly like of 
course the monument ror Juan de la Cosa and 
his map in EI Puerto de Santa M ari a. 

- As a las t example the memori al that 
tri ggered me to make this Columbus Monu
ments Web page: a plaque in Madri gal de las 
A ltas Torres, a small town north of M adrid. 
Ilere is the place w here Queen Isabella was 
born . Thi s fac t was commemorated with a 
plaque, pl aced there by the Ili stori ca l com
mi ssion of l3exar county in San Antonio, 
·fexas. 
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nder its new president, as the chicI' executive was now called, thi s organi za ti on 
ori ginal ly rooted in fraternal societi es now reached out for membership and parti cipati on 
by patri oti c societi es that have a focus on hi stori cal events up th rough the A meri can 
Revolution. A n attractive gold-plated membership pin was introduced, along with a frame
able membership certifi cate with embossed and beribboned gold seal. Insigni a or orfi ce 
were also introduced, featuring the logo rrom the pin and the seal , suspended on a neck 
ri bbon incorporating the colors rrom Columbus's coat or arm s. In 1995 the board simpli 
fi ed the dues structure and decided to waive, at least ror the present, the former poli cy of 
res tri cting wreath- layin g as a pri vil ege of membership in the Associati on. 

A t Dr. C ud'man 's UI'ging, two interested organi zati ons, the Nati onal Italian Ameri 
can I :oundation (N IA F) and the Nati onal Society o f the Daughters of the f\meri 
can Revoluti on (NSDA R) , announced at the J 996 ceremonies the initiation of an 

annual nati onal Columbus essay contest open to students or all racial and ethni c groups in 
Grades 9 and 10, with NSDA R admini stering the contest and NIA I : prov iding a $ 1,000 
pri ze and transportati on for two to Washington where ("he w inner would read the winning 
essay at the Columbus Day Ceremonies the followin g year ( ( J 997). 

Revi sion and Lqx latin g of the by laws was approved at the 1996 general meetin g, 
along with a resoluti on naming Col umbus as "Man of the Millennium " and a proposa l ror 
securing its adopti on by other organi zations. 

In a 1998 streamlining of the ceremoni es, the annual Columbus Day address was 
dropped and the chi ef focus was placed on the reading of the winnin g essay hy its writer 
each yea r, ro ll owing remarks by diplomati c representati ves and reading of the presidential 
and mayoral Columbus Day procl amati ons, the paradigm that continues to thi s day.There 
were now more wreath-layers, too. Ilusic in 1998 was prov ided by the United States 
M arine 8and, then celebrati ng its own bi centennial. There w ere at the tim e 11 0 indi vidual, 
twenty organi za ti onal, and two commercial members, for a total of 142 paid memberships, 
and a growing number of honorary members (sec member li sting). 

W ith the growing membership incl uding many from other states, with twenty 
wreath-presenters coming from other states, and with the ceremonies at the nati onal 
Columbus Memori al now being th e rocus of a national essay contest sponsored by two 
other nati onal organi zati ons, the time seemed ripe to reclaim the titl e "Na ti onal 
Chri stopher Columbus Celebrati on" that had been used in the J. 970s, and rename the 
Associati on to refl ect what it had actuall y become: "The National Columbus Celebration 
Association." A t the general membershi p meeting on June I S, 1999, two weeks short of 
the tenth ann iversa ry of its founding, the change was made, to accord with the new rea lity. 

The basic organi za ti on structure and pattern o f the celebrati ons hilve both con
tinued ever since, as the SOOth anniversari es of the c10si ng events of Columbus's Ii fe were 
playing out, the events of each hi s final years recall ed in a seri es of special articl es in the 
program book. Then A ssociati on President Dr. Curfman was stri cken with leukemi a, and 
unable to attend the 2006 ceremonies commemorating the death of Colum bus 500 years 
ago, though he was intimately involved in pl anning and makin g arrangements ror the event 
f rom his hospi tal sickbed. One new feature of the cel ebrati on th at year was the carryin g in 
and posting of the 27 offi ciall y-authori zed fl ags that have fl own over the U.S., by a spe
cial unit of the I :ourth Degree Kni ghts of Columbus, the Honor A meri ca Corps. Thi s has 
been a part of each celebrati on since. 

Quite pleased after viewing a tape of that 2006 celebrati on, our devoted presi
dent did not li ve to sec the nex t one, passing away in Jul y, 2007. The program book that 
year was largely devoted to vari ous tributes to Dr. Curfman . 

NCCA vice president Torn I logan succeeded Dr. C urfman as Actin g President 
until elected as the Associati on's third chi ef executi ve at the nex t board meeting. 

- Edward M. SuI/ivan 
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About NCCA's Founding Chairman Emeritus 

John C. Moore, the founder of the National Columbus Celebration Assoc iation, had a 
career in business and many years of service to the community through business associa
tions, his nearly 60 years in the Bladensburg Rotary Club, and nearly 70 in the Knights of 
Columbus. Both Rotary and the Knights are service-oriented organizations. 

A native Washingtonian, John spent some of his younger years on a tobacco farm in 
southern Maryland, later attending Sl. Patrick's School in DC and graduating from Gonzaga 
High School. He left civi lian employment to spend four years with the Coast Guard in World 
War II, mainly sea service in the Pacific , and after the war worked for a variety of local busi
nesses as well as the Federal Government, completing a B.C.S. degree at Ben Franklin 
University. 

For 23 years he was employed by Potomac Iron Works in a variety of positions, serv
ing as its general manager and acting CEO in his final years of service, during which time 
the firm, with a payroll of several hundred, was active in about 20 states. After leaving and 
engaging in various other enterprises, he drew on his varied business training and experi
ence to serve as a management consultant to local business until his retirement in the 
1990s. He also served as chairman (president) of the Prince Georges Chamber of 
Commerce, and a charter member of the Bladensburg Rotary Club, in which he remains a 
faithful and active member today. 

John joined Washington Council of the Knights of Columbus before the War, became a 
Fourth Degree member, and later served in all of the key offices in his council, his Fourth 
Degree assembly, and in the District of Columbia State Council, including the office of state 
deputy (CEO of the Knights in D.C.). Aside from the service programs of Rotary and of 
Washington Council in which he participated, for the State Council of the D.C. Knights he 
played major roles in coo rd inat ing assistance and fund-rais ing for the Little Sisters of the 
Poor and for the Lt . Joseph P Kennedy Institute for the Developmentally Disabled, as well 
as running a tri-state K of C Basketball Tournament for about a dozen years. 

A long-standing devotee and admirer of Columbus, John also played a key role on 
behalf of the Knights in Co lumbus celebrations over the years, and experience with their ad 
hoc arrangements led him to seek a more permanent and dependable way to ensure a con
sistently impressive annual celebration. 

At the 1995 ceremonies, with Columbus in his nonumental form looking on, newly
elected president of the WCCA (as the NCCA was then known), Dr. David R. Curfman, pre
sented John C. Moore with the Founding Chairman Emeritus Medal, saying: 

Few words can fully exp ress what this man has singularly done for fur
thering the recognition and celebration of Christopher Co lumbus in the 
nation 's cap ital. For decades he has guided the forces sometimes on 
uncharted waters--similar to the man he was seeking to honor--to insure 
that Co lumbus Day would be remembered in its historical perspective. It 
has brought him almost to legendary statu s. With great pleasure and on 
behalf of the Directors of WCCA, I present you with this specially crafted 
Founding Chairman Emeritus Medal as on ly a small token of our appre
ciation for all that you have done and are still doing for the cause we ce
ebrate today. Our best to you, Mr. John C. Moore. 

John Moore remains active in Association affairs, and continues to handle the adver
tising for this program book. His wife of 63 years , Marguerite , however, retired as a de facto 
secretary to him for Columbus-related matters when he retired as chairman. 
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Columbus-related monuments 

W c can distinguish roughly two typcs o f' Columbus-I'c latcd mcmol"ials: those 
with a direct rela ti on to the loca ti on where they are e rected, a nd those without 
such a rela ti on. The firs t gro up is the mostl oglca i: an Important pe rson IS ho n

oured in the places where thc events during hi s life took place. 
We find these memori als in three regions: 

1. ita ly, especia ll y the Li guri an coast, where Columbus was born . ' 
2. Spain, especia ll y the Costa del Sol, fro m where he sa il ed ( the "cradle 01 the di scovery 

of Ameri ca") 
3. West indi es, where he actuall y landed 

For the second oroup the loca ti on has no direct geographi cal relatio nship with 
o . [ 

Columbus. Generall y spea king, the reason for such monuments is more symbolic. t con-

cerns the followin g regions: 
4. La tin Ame ri ca, from Mexi co to Argentina 
5. United Sta tes of Ameri ca 
6. Elsewhere 

Table 1 shows the di stributi on: 
Table 1 

Region Number Statues Busts Statues/Busts Plaques Other 

1. Italy 45 16 4 44% 7 18 

2. Spain 67 16 3 28 % 17 31 1 

3. West Indies 39 18 3 54 % 18 

1" group total 151 50 10 40 % 24 67 

4,Latin America 57 42 4 81 % 11 

5. USA 158 95 21 73 % 3 40 ' 

8. Canada 1 100 % 

Rest of Europe 24 16 3 79% 5 

Rest of World 2 2 100 % 

2"' group total 242 156 28 76% 3 56 

Total 393 3 206 38 52% 27 105 
I inc!. two statues of the Pinz6n brothers and one of Rodri go de Triana, alld busts fo r A. Perez and Juan de la Cosa 

2 ind o a stahle for Queen Isabella . . 
) the wcbpagcs counts 389 motlluncnts. since some of the Spain mOllluncnts a fC com-blllcd to a s lI1glc cnhy 

Comparison of the first group with the second group shows a remarkabl e result : not 
onl y are there more memorial s in the 2 nd, symbolic, gro up, b ut these me mOria ls a re do m
inated by s ta tues and busts o f Colum bus him self (76 %), whde the memOri als ~n the 
reo ions with a direct relati onship to life and travels of Columb us include o nl y 40% 01 these 

b . 

personal monuments and it is the "other" group whi ch dom ll1ates. . . 
Thi s can be explained by the fact that the memorial s in Ita ly, Spain and the Westln(li es 

generall y commemorate acti ons whi ch happened on the spot itself. I will give you some 

examples of each region: 

1. Italy, cspccially thc LigUl'ian coast, whcl'c Columbus was born . 
It is certain that Columbus was ra ised in the town of Genoa in lta ly. I-li s exact place 

of birth is not known, and there are several pl aces claiming to be hi s birthplace. Each of 

these places has a monument, of course. 
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Geographical Distribution of 
Monuments for Christopher Columbus 
Paper presellted bv Peter vall der Kmgt at the 44th wllIlllIlllleetillg (~/the 
Societyj()r tile I-listorv o/Discoveries. New Orlealls. La .. 24 October 201J3 
While the 1I11111her 4I11ellloria!.,· idelltified has ill creased by o ver a third 
sillce Illell. ;1 slill gives a good overview. 

O n Octobcr thc 12th, 1492 Chl"istophcl' Columbus sct 
foot UpOIl onc of thc Bahamas" Europe's A ge of 
Ex plorati on had beg un , but Columbus himsel f died four

teen years later wi thout ever rea l i 7. i ng th at he had reached a new 
continent. In fact, when Waldseemlill er in 1506 named the conti 
nent Ameri ca, he gave the credits for the European discovery to 
the Ital ian expl orer Ameri go Vespucc i. M oreover, Columbus ccr
tainly was not the first non-native American to set foot on the con
ti ncnt , that honollr is to give to LeiI' Eriksson, Sa int Brcndan , shipwrecked Roman sa i lors or 
others. 

HOlVever, the voyages of Co lumbus set into moti on a seri es of hi sto ri ca l events 
th at resulted in the ex plorati on of a nclV 1V0rid. And th erefore he has captured the imagi
nati on of mankind and became a metaphor for di scovery, adventure, bravery, darin g, per
se verance and much more. 

A short remark in advance. I am vc ry aware that for nativ c Amcri can s, 
Col limbus and the commcmorati on of him is controvc rsial and that Columbus is symbol
ic of much gri ef that they have ex pcri enced. In thi s paper I am lea vin g thi s question asidc 
for now. 

T he first official recognition of Co lumbus as a so-cal led "di sco verer" of 
America w as on thc occasion of the 300th anni versa ry in 1792. The first monument for 

Coluillbus lVas erected on thi s occas ion in Ba ltimore, 
M ary land (to the lel'l) . A round th e same t ime the nelV 
capitol in Washington was offi ciall y named the 
Di stri ct of Columbia to appease those who wanted to 
name th e co untry after Co lum bus. The nam e 
Colu mbus is found throughout American popular 
culture, national commemorati ons and memory. 
M any tOlVns and citi es ac ross A meri ca arc named 
after the explorer. 

One hundred years later, by the 400th anniversary 
o f th e arrival of Col umbus, al l of North America 
j o ined in a celebrati on th at lasted an entire year. 
Itali an Am eri ca ns raised th e money necessary to 
erect a giant monument to Columbus in NelV York 
Ci ty 's Central Park. Exhibiti ons, parades, and festi v
ities throu ghout the country culminated in Chicago at 
the World's Columbian Expos ition. 

In th at yea r and the follolVing years Colu mbus 
monumcnts mu shroomed all over th e world , but 
espec iall y in the United States. M y rescarch on the 

World Wid e Web and dur- ing Illy ho lidays resulted in a li st of almost 400 memorial s all 
over the 1V0 r ld. 

So judgment has been passed: Columbus is honored for the discovery of Am erica and 
Ameri go Vcspllcci is almost forgotten . In fact , I kn olV onl y of onc statue for him (in 
Fl orence, Italy). 22 

In Memorian 

Joseph Kemp Cook 

Former Member, NCCA Board of 
Directors 

One of the founders of NCCA and a member of its fl."st board of 
directors, Kemp Cook was a respected, genial, humble, gentle-man. A 

Navy veteran of World War II and Korea, he was one of the 
outstanding Knights of Columbus in DC, where he served as state 

deputy, fl."st lay president of the board of the Kennedy Institute for the 
Developmentally Disabled 50 years ago, organizer of the K of C usher 

p"ogram at the National Shrine over 25 years ago, Fourth Degree 
choir director for many yea rs, and in many other capacities. 

In. M emory of 

1Jr. 'David 'Ralph Cllrfinan 

By 
Dr. Duke Nordlinger Stern 

244 Sandy Run Drive 
Greer, South C arolina 29651 -7409 

864-670-90 57 dnords[crn @ao l.com 
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The Christopher Columbus 
Fellowship Foundation . .. 

a Fecl era l agency, r' anners VO/lth the U,S, Chamber () f 

Commerce to pres ent th e 2070 Life Sciences Awards t,) 

SCienti st s, seco ndary sc hool educato l s and AP s(, lence 

hl';Jh sc hoo l student s, and INlt11 the Arnel lcan Farm Bureau 

Federa t ion to presen t th e new 2 070 Agriscience Awards t r> 

SC lentl :; ts, educators and students, For more info: 
(315) 258-0090/ www.eeolumbusfoundationawards .org 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The Christopher Col umbus Awards . .. 
IS a rtdtlonal, communlt y- baseci S( lelKe anci t ec hno logy 

ceompetltlon for mlcidl e sc hoo l students. Tea rns o f three to 

fOUl, with an dult coac h, Icientlt)1 a probl em 11'1 th e cOlnmurllt )1 

and ,3pply the sCi entific m ethod to solve the Issue This IS a 

crOSS-CUIT I( ulal Ij rogrdm that pr,xf'lo tes sC ience and tec hno l<:;9V 

wh ile erK ourd9 1ng communlt~/ se rvice. For more info : 
www.christophereolumbusawards .coml 

TilE DOWNTOW:-I COl I:-lCII . 

Potomac Council 433 
Knights of Columbus 

• Home Council of Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson, Sr., PGK, 
FDD, PSD 

• Home cou ncil of the Knight (Joe Burg, Advocate) who instigated the 
legis lation to build the national Columbus Memorial and Fountain at 
Union Station in the 1900s 

• serving men working or living or attend ing parishes in downtown 
D.C., or working on Capitol Hill 

• serving st. Matthew 's, St. Patrick's, St. Mary's, and Holy Rosary 
parishes 

• Chartered 1899, merged 1968, rechartered as independent council 
1991 

• Sponsor of the oustanding monthly Lecture Series of distinguished 
speakers at the Catholic Information Center 

hit p: / / POt0Il111CCOU !lci 1433.org 
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- Columbus Landing (2) 
• - Underwater monument 
- Tappan 

IV. LATIN AMERICA 

ARGENTINA 
- Chicago Monument 

CUBA 
• Baracoa 
• Bayarno 
• Cardenas 
• Colon 
• Habana 
- City Museum 
- Tomb 
- Templete 
- Cementerio de Colon 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
• Puerto Plata 
• Santiago 
• Santo Domingo 
- Santo Domingo (Cathedral) 
- Parque Colon 
- Faro a Colon 

FRENCH WEST-INDIES 
• Guadeloupe- Sainte-Marie 

de Capesterre Belie-Eau 

HAITI 
• Port-au -Prince 

JAMAICA 
• Ocho Rios 
- St. Ann's Bay 
- Land ing 

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 
• Bonaire 

PUERTO RICO 
• Aguada 
- Cross (1928) 
- Statue 
• Aguadilla 
- Cross (1893) 
- Cross (1937) 
- Spring 
• Carolina 
- Catano (proposal) 
• Mayaguez 
• Rincon 
• San Juan 
- Plaza de Colon 
- Fountain 
- 1994 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 
• Port of Spain 

TURKS & CAICOS 
• Cockburn Town (Grand Turk) 

• Ayacucho 
• Buenos Aires 
- PI. de Mayo 
- Bernal 
- La Boca 
- Cogoleto 
• Chivilcoy 
• Cordoba 
• Gairman 
• General Roca 
• La Plata 
• Lujan 
• Mar del Plata 
• Salta 
• Santa Fe 
• Santa Teresi ta 
• Villaguay 

BOLIVA 
• La Paz 

BRAZIL 
• Mucum 
• Rio de Janei ro 
• Salvador 
• Santa Rosa 
• Santos 

CHILE 
• Arica 
• Santiago (Cllile) 
• Valparaiso 
• - Avenida Brasil 
• - 1992 

COLUMBIA 
• Baranquilla 
• - Cent ral Square 
• - Colegio 
• Bogota 
• Cartagena de Indias 

COSTA RICA 
• Limon 
• San Jose 

ECUADOR 
• Quito 

EL SAVADOR 
• San Salvador 

GUATEMALA 
• Guatemala 
• - Guatemala 
• - 2 other statues ? 
• Salcaja 

HONDURAS 
• Comayaguela 
• So lado Beach 
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MEXICO 
• Alvarado 
• Ciudad Juarez 
• G uadalaiara 
• Leon 
• Mexico , D.F. 
- Mexico 
- Buenavista 
- Escudo 
• Monterrey 
• San Miguel de Al lende 
• Tampico 
• Toluca 
• Torreon 

NICARAGUA 
• Managua 

PANAMA 
• Colon 

PERU 
• Lima 
• Tacna 

URUGUAY 
• Durazno 
• Montevideo 

VENEZUELA 
• Caracas 
- Plaza Venezuela 
- Plaza Colon 
• Macuro 
• Merida 

The foregoing was downloaded 
from Peter van der Krogt's web 
site on August 9, 2005. 

http://columbus.vanderkrogt.net 

Peter the Great aka Co lumbus 
Statue of Peter the Great on the 
River Moscow, Originally was 
made for Columbus, Ohio, but the 
town rejected it. The Tserefeli 
removed the crosses and replaced 
the head, and now it a Peter the 
Great statue and the monument 
commemorates the tercentenary of 
the Russian Navy. The 94 m tall 
statue is the third tallest statue 
in the world, 



LOUISIANA • Newark 
• Baton Rouge - Bloomfield Ave. 
• New Orleans - Washington Park 

• North Arlington 
MARYLAND • Nutley 
• Baltimore - Columbus Day 
- Herring Run Park - Co lumbus 
- Druid Hill Park • Passaic 
- Inner Harbor • Paterson 
• Ocean City • Pennsauken 

• Phillipsburg 
MASSACHUSETIS • Scotch Plains 
• Boston • Union City 
- Louisburg SQ. • West Orange 
- Waterfront 
- Ioc. unknown NEW YORK 
• Cambridge • Auburn 
• Haverhill • Buffalo 
• Middleton - Bust 
• Revere - Co lumbus Park 
• Waltham • Harrison 
• Watertown • Huntington 
• Worcester • Lackawanna 

• Mamaroneck 
MICHIGAN • Mineola 
• Detro it • Lindenhurst 
• Saginaw • Mount Kisco 

• New Rochelle 
MINNESOTA • New York 
• Moorehead - Co lumbus Circle 
• Saint Pau l - Central Park 

- Customs House 
MISSOURI - Bronx 
• Saint Louis - Brooklyn 
- Tower Grove Park - Queens 
- Mercantile Library - His!. Society 

- Christopher Co lumbus 
MONTANA High School 
• Great Falls • Newburgh 

• Niagara Falls 
NEBRASKA • Port Chester 
• Columbus • Syracuse 

• Valley Stream 
NEW JERSEY • White Plains 
• Boonton • Yonkers 
• Camden 
• Garfield NORTH CAROLINA 
- Co lumbus Park • Cary 
- Dahnert Lake 
• Hackensack OHIO 
• Ewing Townsh ip • Akron 
• Hillside • Cleveland 
• Hammonton • Co lumbus 
• Hoboken - City Hall 
• Jersey City - State House 
- Journal Squ. -CSU 
- Liberty S!. Pk. • Lorain City 
• Kearny • Mayfield Heights 
• Lodi 
• Lyndhurst PENNSYLVANIA 
• Montville • Boalsburg 
• Monmouth City • Bristol 
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• Bryn Mawr 
• Chester 
• Easton 
• Lancaster 
• Norristown 
• Philadelphia 
- Marconi Square 
- Penn 's Landing 
• Pittsburgh 
• Pittston City 
• Reading 
• Scranton 
• York 

RHODE ISLAND 
• Bristol 
• Newport 
• Providence 
• Westerly 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
• Columbia 

TEXAS 
• Corpus Christi 
• Houston 
• Lubbock 
• San Antonio 

VIRGINIA 
Hampton Roads (proposa l) 
• Newport News 
• Richmond 

WASHINGTON 
• Seattle 
• Walla Walla 

WISCONSIN 
• Columbus 
• Dickeyville 
• Marshfield 
• Racine 

2. CANADA 
• Fredericton, N.B. 
• Montr~a l 
• - Columbus 
• - Queen Isabella 
• Oromocto , N.B. 
• Regina, Sask. 
• Vancouver, B.C . 

III. WEST INDIES 

BAHAMAS 
• Long Island 
• Nassau 
- Statue 
- Marker 
• San Salvador 
- Cockburn Town 
- Columbus Landing (1) 

• 

::p 

THE NATIONAL 
ITALIAN AMERICAN 

FOUNDATION 

l~e Nat;OlliJ.lltalli.a.n American I.:'ounJation NIAr 
1.5 .rl r III H - pr o fit or'~d! I l i '~.d i O I! ( ~ 'l, (li c,iJtcd to 
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- Cnstello D'Albertis 
- Cnstello D'Albertis (Sundinl) 
- Stnzione Mnrittimn 
- Aeroporto C. Colombo 
- Ponte di Cnrignnno 
- Cnmpopisnno 
• Ln Spezin 
• Lnvngnn 
• Milnno 
• Mimndoln 
• Moconesi 
- Cnsn degli Avi 
- 1992 plnque 
- 1889 plnque 
- monument 
- Fermdn fresco 
• Pnrmn 
• Pnvin 
• Rapello 
- Stntue 
- Fresco 
• Romn 
• Snn Colombnno Certenoli 
• Snntn Mnrgheritn Ligure 
• Snnto Stefnno d'Aveto 

Snvonn 
• -Via san Giuliano 
• - Valcada 
• Sestri Levnnte 
• Torino 

AUSTRIA 
• Wien 
- Handelsakademie 
- Naturhistorisches Museum 
-Am Hof 
- Columbusplatz 
- Columbusgasse 

BELGIUM 
• Brussel 

FRANCE 
• Ca lvi (Corse) 
-Bust 
- Birth House 
• Paris 

GERMANY 
• Bremerhaven 
• Gifhorn 
• Hamburg 

GREECE 
• Pyrghi , Chios 

IRELAND 
• Galway 

PORTUGAL 
• Funchal (Madeira) 
• Lisboa 

• Santo (lihas da Maderia) 
• Porto Anjos (Iiha de Santa 

Mnrin, Azores) 

RUSSIA 
• Moskva 
• SI. Petersburg 

SWEDEN 
• G6teborg 

SWITZERLAND 
• Ligarnetto 

UNITED KINGDOM 
• Bradford 
• Liverpool 
• London 

2. ASIA 

JAPAN 
• Iso be·machi 
• Tokyo 

PHILIPPINES 
• Manilla? 
• Plnridel 

informntion about this site 

II. USA & CANADA 

1. USA 

ALABAMA 
• Birmingham 

ARIZONA 
• Phoenix 
• Tucson 

CALIFORNIA 
• Fillmore 
• Los Angeles 
• Malibu 
• Sacramento 
• San Francisco 
• San Jose 
• Santa Ana 
• Santa Barbara 

COLORADO 
• Denver 
• Pueblo 

CONNECTICUT 
• Bridgeport 
• Hartford 
• Meriden 
• Midddletown 
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• Milford 
• New Haven 
- Wooster Sq. 
- Knights of Columbus HQ 
- Knights of Columbus Museum 
• New London 
• Norwalk 
• Norwich 
• Stamford 
- Statue 
- Obelisk 
• Torrington 
• Wnterbury 
• Willimantic 

DELAWARE 
• Wilmington 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
• Wnshington 
- Union Station 
- Capitol Doors 
- Capitol Rotundn 
- Libr. of Congress 
- Holy Rosary Church 
- White House 
- Capitol storage 
- National Shrine 
- ~AS 

FLORIDA 
• Fort Lauderdale 
• Key West 
• Miami 
• Pensncola 
• Port Charlotte 
• Sarasota 
• Tampa 

GEORGIA 
• Columbus 
• - Statue 
• - Riverwa lk 

ILLINOIS 
• Chicago 
- Lakefront 
- Grant Park 
- Columbus Plaza 
- Fire Station 51 
- Drake Drinking Fountain 
• Peoria 
• Rockford 
• University Park 

IOWA 
• Des Moines 

INDIANA 
• Indianapo lis 
- Bust 
- Mural 



COLUMBUS 
MEMORIALS AROUND 
THE WORLD (in 2005) 

Cilie .... or localit;es are il/clllijiel/ by blll/ets, alld 
sites within litem by {lashes. 

I. EUROPE AND ASIA 

1. EUROPE 

SPAIN 
• Badalona 
• Barcelona 
• Benairmidenia Pueblo 
• Burgos 
• Cartagena 
• Co rdoba 
• Granada 
• Huelva 
- Monumento a la Fe Descubridora 
- Sta. Maria de la Cinta 
• Las Palmas (Gran Canaris) 
- Bust 
- Plaque 
• Madrid 
- Plaza de Colon 
- Centro Cu ltural 
- Descubrimiento 
- Buen Retiro 
• - Monumento de Cuba 
- Min. de Ultramar 
- Pal. del Seniado 
• Madrigal de las Altas Torres 
• Niebla 
• Palos de la Fron tera 

Introduction 
- Statue of Martin Alonso Pinzon 
- Churcll of San Jorge Martir 
- Palos Crew Monument 
- Memorial stone "A los Pinzones" 
- Puerto Historico (the old harbour) 
- Travesia·5·Monument 
- La Cruz de Goldin 
- EI Pebetero 
- Avenida de America 
- Azu lejo for Pope John Paul II's visit 
- EI Sa lvador monument 
- Statue of Vicente Ya 'nez Pinzon 
- Azulejo for Juan de la Cosa 
- Ships at the entrances of the town 
- Street signs (Colon, Pinzon, Santa Maria) 
• Palos de la Frontera· La R<ibida 
- Convento de Santa Maria de la R<ibida (and 

Muelle de las Carabelas) 
- Monumento a los Descubridores 
- Aven ida de los Descubridores 
_ Calendario Azteca 
- Plaza Macuro 
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• Playa de las Americas 
• Pontevedra 
• Porto·Santo (Poio, Galicia) 
• EI Puerto de Santa Maria 
- Plaza Cristobal Colon 
- Castillo de San Marcos 
- Plaza Juan de la Cosa 
• Rota 
- Plaza de Bartolome Perez (3 memorials) 
- Monument donated by the Naval Base 
• Salamanca 
• San Antonio (Libiza) 
• San Fernando 
• Sanlucar de Barrameda Santafe 
- Statue 
- Relief 1492 
• Sevilla 
- Jardines de Murillo 
- La Cartuja 
- Columbus's tomb in the ca thedral 
- Plaza de Espaca 
- "Tierra"-statue 
- Triana crew monument 
- Egg of Columbus 
• Valcuevo 
• Valladol id 

ITALY 
• Abano Terme 
• Bettola 
- Piazza C Colombo 
- Pradello 
- Parish Church 
• Bistagno 
• Chiavari 
• Cicagna 
• Cogoleto 
- Pza. Giusti 
- Municipio 
- Via Rati 26 
- Via Rati plaque 
- Lungomare Sta. Maria 
- Church of Sta. Maria 
• Cuccaro 
- 1992-monl. 
- Municipio 
- Parish house 
• Diano Marina 
• Firenze 
• Fontanarossa 
• Genova 
- Co lumbus house 
- Piazza Acquaverde 
- Custodia 
- Palazzo Rosso 
- Palazzo di San Giorgio 
- Palazzo di San Giorgio, Plaque 
- Regione Liguria Palace 
- Human ship 
- II Bigo 
- Piazza della Vittoria 
- Pi azza Dante 

, . 
'.r.\~~, ... , ..... , . __ .... ,": 

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH 
595 Third St., N. W. , Washington , D.C. 20001 

Rev. Lydio F. Tomasi, C.S" Pastor 

www. holyrosarychurch.org 

CASA ITALIANIA LANGUAGE SCHOOL 
5951/2 Third St., N.W. , Washington , D.C. 20001 

Olga Mancusco, Director 
www.casaitalianaschool.org 

. +, 

((Xgeping auve the 6est heritage 
of Co [um6 us , faith and cu[ture" 
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This specially-commissioned statue 

of a youthful 

Christopher Columbus 
graces the courtyard 

of Holy Rosary Church 

Washington, D.C., where a brief ceremony is 
held annually as part of the religious 

celebration of Columbus Day, following a 
special Mass in the church on the Sunday 

preceding the Monday holiday .. 

It was erected by parishioners under the 
spirited leadership of its pastor, 

Fr. Caesar Donanzan, C.S., 
and presented to the parish 

by the Lido Civic Club 
following the Quincentenary Mass 

on October 11 , 1992. 

An inscription on a bronze plate on the supporting pedestal reads as follfollows: 

CHRISTOPHER COLOMBO 
This monument erected on the occasion of the 1992 Quincentennial Jubilee 
ce lebrating the discovery of America, pays tribute to Christoforo Colombo 
and his searching companions. Their bold voyage led to an historic encounter 
between the European world and the Americas. A turning point in Western 
Civilization, this event paved the way for the spreading of the Gospel and the 
establishment of a society anchored on the principles of Christian love and 
holiness. 1492-1992 

64 

tablets l, and exteri or frescoes. Our cover shows only statues o f Columbus, most of 
them pointing the way. Some are atop towers or other very elabora te monuments. In 
add iti on to statues pointing the way, another theme perhaps at least as common is 
Columbus holding, or atop, or in the viei nity of a globe, eight examples of wh ich are 
shown on the preceding page. Al so, many depict Columbus with a nag or banner, as 
shown in several photos on page 33, along with some modernisti c memorials. A less 
common theme is the cross , seen in several photos on the top of the front cover. 
Statues of a youthful Columbus arc show n on page 32. For more informati on on each 
statue, look up its geographical location on the web site (http://coluIIlIJltJ.vall -
derkrogt.llet.). 

The li st keeps growing as new memoria l sites arc identified. By Columbus 
Day 2000, a yea r and a half after the web site was establi shed , 188 memori als had 
been identified. A yea r later the total was 286, and another year later, as of September 
7, 2002, it was 355. By August 9, 2005, there were 446, and as of September 6,2009 
there were 539 memori als li sted on the si te. 

Each memorial is on a separate page on the web site, and bri efl y described, 
with hi story, name of arti st, year of emplacemcnt, and , in most cases, a photo--often 
taken by Dr. van der Krogt himse lf in hi s travels. Tables li st them in chronological 
ordcr of emplaeemcnt and alphabetica ll y by locati on. 

A count wc did somc timc back showcd thc USA with mOI'C mcmorials 
than any othcr country (42% of the tota l), followed by Spain ( 15%) and 
Italy ( 13%), th ese three countri es toge th er accountin g for nearl y three

fourth s (7 1 %) of the total. Two-thirds (67%) were in the western hemisphere-- the 
NelV World . A third (D %) were in Europe, about a seventh (15 %) in Latin America , 
about a tenth (9%) in the West Indies , and 1% (4 memorials) had been identifi ed in 
Asia, including the Phil ippines . Washington, D.C. has the largest number in the U.S. 
The oldest monUlllent in the world is in nearby Baltimore (erected in 1792 as 
described on p. 22) , although a coupl e o f frescoes in Italy arc considerably older. 

While the web site, recentl y revamped, does not have a single table show
ing monument locat ions, one we compiled awhile back, as shown on the followin g 
four pages, show s all memori al s identi fi ed to that time. Follow ing that li st i s an 
informati ve paper about the memori als, delivered by Dr. van der Krogt at a profes
sional meetin g in New Orleans in 2003 , and then , on pages 34 and 35, an arti cle 
about a ve ry difTeren l kind of loca l permanenl Colum bus memori al. 

Interest ill Columlms is alive and well! By September 6 of thi s year, lhere 

have been over 113 ,262 unique visitors to the web site, and an overall total of 
156,262 visilS, countin g repeat v isitors. Figures released several yea rs earli er 
showed lhatlhe number of v isilors peaks on Colum bus Day each year. wilh more 
visits in the days immed iatel y fo llowing Colum bus Day lhan preceding it 
("Colum bus Day" as used here refers to the Monday holi day observed by the U.S. , 
whelher or not il fall s on October 12.) 

The web sile is well 1V0rlh a vis il. In add ili on lo th e li slS of memorial s, il 
also li slS places named after Columbu s, and gi ves other fasc inating materi al and 
links to other Columbus-rel ated sites. 

- Edward M. Sllllivan 
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Uur cover and theme for this year ~I' booklet 

Columbus Memorials Around the World 

T he photogl"aphs on OUI" COVel", below, and elsewhere in thi s book show a 
sampling of 539 memori als around the world to Columbus, taken froJl1 the 
outstanding web site started on A pril lO, 1999 and maintained by Dr.Peter 

van der Krogt of the Facult y of Geo-sciences of U trecht University, Netherl ands, on 
whi ch we have previ ously reported from time to time. 

Dr. van der Krogt's lVeb site provides informati on on " monuments erected 
all over the world with a relation to Chri stopher Columbus, hi s compani ons and their 
ea rl y voyages to A meri ca. " Incl uded arc statues, sculptures, pl aquettes (decorated 
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1507 - Martin Waldseemuller proposes the New World be called "A merica" a.Jier 
Amerigo Vespucci. 
1509 - Columbus's remains are moved to Carthusi<U1 monas tery outsidc of 
Sev ill e. 
IS 14 - His brotJler Bartholomew dics <md is buried a t thc Carthusian monastery. 
ISIS - His rcmaining brother, Dicgo, a prics t, dies, .md is also buried thcrc . 
1526 - Columbus's older son, Diego, dies and is btll'icd at the Cw·thusian 
1II0nast.ery. 
1537 - Remajns of Columbus and Diego arc tr<U1sfcrred to fli spaniola and 
intcrrcd in the Cathedral at S<mto Domingo. 
1539 - Columbus's othcr son, focrnando, dics and is buried in Saville Ca thcdral . 
1795 - Whcn Spanjsh withdraw from castern Hi spaniola (prcsent-day Dominjcan 
Rcpublic) and cede western r li sp[Uli ola (prescnt -day Hajti) to the l'"J'cnch, rcmains 
at Santo Domingo arc hastil y removed and taken to Havana. 
1877 - Box discovered in Santo Domingo cathedral dcseribing contcnts as 
rcmains of Columbus risc to theory tJUlt tJle remajns of Dicgo, not Chri stopher, 
had becn sen t to Havana. 
1899 - After Spanish-Amcrican war and Cuban indcpcndence, remajns in 
I Javana , thought to hc Columbus • .md hi s son Diego, a re taken back to Sevi lle to 
be inte rrcd in the cathedral t.herc. 
1960 - Contents of tomb at Santo Domingo are examjned and found to contain 
incomplete remains of two djfferent persons. 
1992 - Remains in Santo Domingo catJlcdral are transfcrred to the huge new 
Columbus Lighthouse, the Faro a Colon in Santo Domingo . 
2003 - Remai ns of Fcrnando and purported remains of Columbus cxhumed a t the 
Scvi ll e CatJlcdral , as are those of thc Admiral's brother D icgo, all to be taken tcm
porarily to Gramlda for DNA .md other tcsts . (Columbus's caskct found to con
tai n remains of a single person , but onl y about 15% of hi s skeleton .) 
2005-2006 - Res\~ts of tests W'c published. Resew'chcrs arc convinced that Seville 
conta ins part of Columbus's boncs and admit thc possibility that Santo Domingo 
may also havc part of tJlem. Santo Domingo refu scs to al low any tests. 

EMS 
++++ 

The original of John Vanderl yn's picture of the "Landing of Columbus at the Island of Guanaharn , 
West Indies, October 12, 1492," reproduced at the beginning of this chronology, hangs in the 
Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol. The statue of "Columbus in Chains" was given to Pope Pius X I on his 
golden jubilee, later bequeathed to Supreme Secretary of the Knights of Columbus (1939·1994) 
Joseph F. Lamb and is now in the Knights of Columbus Headquarters Museum in New Haven, 
Connecticut. (Photo by John Pelverts) 
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miles turn back due to overl oaded canoes, headwinds, and their own inexperi 
ence. T hey throw everything but their weapons overboard , including Indian pad
dlers, of whom 18 perish. Two more unsuecess ful allempts convince them to 
return to Santa Gloria. 

1504 - February 28-29: Meanwhil e, anti cipating that the Indians had become 
hostil e and want to kill the Spaniards, Columbus invites them to a palaver, and 
cows them into submi ssion by using hi s foreknowledge of a lunar ecl ipse to con
vince them that he has power to intercede with God to control such things and 
keep terrible evils from befalling them 

1504 - End of March: A small carave l finall y sent by Ovando (a fter about six 
mon ths delay!) arri ves to learn what has happened to Columbus, but with orders 
to bring no one home. However, it does carry a welcome letter from Mendez say
ing he is chartering a rescue vessel. 

1504 - May 19: T he rebels return to Santa Clori a and , choosi ng to fi ght, are 
defeaated in a ballie w ith Bartholomew and Columbus's fifty men. T he ring
leader, Porras, is shackled, but the others pardoned and all owed to remain ashore 
under a leader Col umbus selccted. 

1504 - June: The rescue ship promised by Mendez arri ves and on June 18 
Columbus and his 100 men leave for Santo Domengo, where he is now well treat
ed by Ovando, who, however, releases Porras. 

1504 - September 12: Columbus leaves the New World for the last timc. 
1504 - November 7: T he Admiral arri ves at San U icar in Spain, in bad health, 
must be carried ashore, and moves to Sev ille. 

Last Days 

1504 - November: Ignored by the crown, Columbus initiates a seri es of insistent 
lellers to son Diego at court, pressing hi s claims. Though sick, he li ves comfort 
abl y and fi nancially secure, wi th allendants and servants ina rented house. 
1504 - November 26: Queen Isabella dies. Ferdi nand serves as regent of Casti Ie 
for her successor, the insanc daughter .Juana, in the Netherlands with her husband, 
Pri nce Phi lip. 

1504 - December: T he sick Colum bus sends brother Bartholomew and son 
Ferdinand to court at Segovia to join son Diego there in pressing hi s claims. 
1505 - May: Columbus goes north to the court at Segov ia by mul e. 

1505 - Early summer: Columbus is granted an audience with King Ferdinand. 
1505 - August 25: He writcs cod icil to his will and attests will before a notary at 
Segov ia; series of petitions to King Ferdinand. 
1505 - Late October: Columbus follows the court to Salamanca; declines to 
negotiate about hi s titles. 

1506 - April: Columbus follows the court to Valladolid , and sends Bartholomew 
with leller to demand justi ce o f Queen .Juana, who arri ves in Spain at Corufi a on 
April 28. 

1506 - May 19: Columbus signs hi s last will and testament. 

1506 - May 20: Columbus dies in Valladolid, and is buried at the Franciscan 
Monastery there. 
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for reinforcemen ts and supplies. February 24: After further exploring and trading, 
Bartholomew starts to build the settl ement on the Belen River, hav ing found no bet
ter location, though thi s site is not a good one. Heavy nooding rains have ceased, 
but now sandbars at thc mouth of the previously-nooded ri ver trap the ships in the 
estuary. They also learn that the Indians, di spl eased at their settl ement, plan to 
destroy it and kill them. 
1503 - March 30: Bartholomew with 74 men goes to Veragua , and captures the 
cacique, who later escapes. Rains come, the ships can leave, and Columbus decides 
10 leave immed iate ly for Hi spaniola with three ships. Seeing them gone, Indians 
attack the settlement. Bartholomew is wounded. Columbus, off shore, is out of con
tact with the settlers, and Indians slaughter a ten -man party he sends to fetch fresh 
water. (On April 6 he is lert alone on his ship, all his men ashore. and sick and fever
ish in a lerribl e storm when he can do nothing for the ship and can get no help, has 
eithcr a hallucination or mysti cal experi ence.) Ten days pass with no communica
tion with the settlers on account of the weather, then all arc evacuated after another 
weather delay of several more days. In the nearl y three-month stay at Veragua, ship 
worms have done great damage; and Gallego is left in the estuary. T he site does 
have gold , but environmental conditions make it impracti cab le even later to exploit 
the mines. In 1536 Columbus's grandson, D. L ui s Co l6n, ,·vill be granted by 
Emperor Charl es V 25 square leagues in the area along with the title Duke of 
Veragua , which will passed on to his descendants to the present day, in exchange 
for renunciati on of hereditary titl es and privileges over all of the Spanish Indies. 
1503 - April 15: Columbus heads cast aga in to Portobelo, where Vizcaina is also 
abandoned because of worm damage. He con tinues cast beyond Retrcte to what is 
probably the prcsent Punta des Mosquitos. 
1503 - May 1: Flagship La Capitano and Bermuda , the onl y ships left and both 
necding continual pumping due to worm holes, head north for Hi spaniola, but on 
May 13 arrive well to the west, at islands olT the south coast of Cuba. (S ick and 
exhausted, Columbus had been persuaded to turn north before he intended.) 
1503 - June 23: The leaking ships have limped to Jamaica and two days later arc 
permanently beached at Santa G loria. Columbus had been there ten years earli er, 
and ex peri enced hostil e rel ati ons with the Indians, so restri cts hi s men to li ving 
aboard the beached ships, as at sea. He barters for food and canoes from the Indians. 
1503 - July: Since there is no hope of any ships v isiting the place, two loya l ship 
captains, Diego Mendez., and Barlholomew Fieschi of Genoa, take an expedition of 
two canoes with Indian paddler to the cast end of Jamaica and then across the 
treacherous hundred-mile passage to Hispaniola. After arriving they must still go 
350 miles to get to Santo Domingo, which they reach in September. But Ovando, 
the governor, has no interest in sending help. He forces Mende7. to wait for the nex l 
rIeet from Spain to charter a rescue vesse l. 
1503 - In Spain, Ferdinand and Isabella issue a decree grantin.g liberty to Illd ians; 
in Italy, Leonardo da Vinci paints the Mona Lisa . 
1504 - January 2: Arter months with no news from the party sent for help, 48 men, 
under the leadership of Francisco de Porras, have dec ided to revolt. They take ten 
canoes, arc j oined by others who don ' t want to be left behind, and head east, leav
ing Columbus and a handful of loyal men at Santa Gloria. They rob the Indians 
along the way and set out to cross the strait to Hispani ola, but after onl y a few 



colony, sent by his agent. Among the drowned are fl eet commander de Torres (for
merl y Columbus's second in command ), Bodahilla, who had sent Columbus home 
in chains, Roldan, and many other rebels. 
1502 - J uly 14: After repairs to hi s storm-damaged ships, Columbus leaves 
Hispaniola , head ing for the mainland (Central America), farther west than anyone 
had gone hefore. Wi nds and currents force him toward the Cuban coast, whence he 
J heads south by west toward hi s ori gi

nal intended destination. 
1502 . J uly 30: He arri ves at the 
island of Guanaja, oil the north coast 
of present-day Honduras. August 14: 
Ashore thi s Sunday they attend the 
first Mass known to have been cele
brated on the continent, in an area he 
names La Costa de la Orejas. August 
17: Columbus formall y claims thc 
mai nland for the sovercigns. 

-~ --~ L502 - Septelnber 14: A fter sio\v and 
tortu rous progrcss cast along thc forbidd ing coast against thc prcvailing wind under 
tcrri blc stormy conditions, he rounds the capc hc namcs Gracias a Dios ("Thanks be 
to God"), and turn s south . 
1502 . October 5: With scvcral stops cn routc mceting and trad ing with Indians, 
thcy rcach a largc body of water first mi stakcn for the passage to Asia , but in fact 
thc bcautiful Chiriqu i Lagoon, whcrc thcy spend a wcck and a half. Colu mbus 
learns that an isthm us scparates hi m from anothcr ocean to the west, and apparcn t
Iy loses hopc of fi nd ing a westward passagc through thc land mass, scttling for find
ing gold to brin g some success to his royal sponsors. 
1502· October 20: He arri vcs at thc Guayga ri ver, thc bcginnin g of a gold-beari ng 
rcgion called VeraglUl by the Ind ians. 
1502 · November 2: Dri ven eastward by a storm, hc arri vcs at a harbor he namcs 
Portobclo. Wcather forces hi m to stay sevcn days before continuing east, ,md thcn 
being pushed part way back by winds to a placc near Nombre de Dios, whcre he 
stays until November 23 to repair vcssel s and casks. 
15002 · November 25: Headi ng cast again he is again dri ven back and sheltcrs in a 
small harbor he ca ll s Retrcte ("closet") nine days in more miserable weather. 
1502· December 5: In the face of continuing bad weather and hcadwinds from the 
east, Columbus decides to go back west to lea rn the tru th of what Indians had said 
about gold mincs of Veraglul . Winds now bcgin to whipsaw between east and west, 
with fierce thundcrstorms and the ever-present danger or rccfs. 
1502· December 20: The ships are blown back into the same harbor thcy had becn 
in eight days ca rli er. Thc new ycar fi nds Columbus anchorcd near thc end of what 
will be America's answer to his long-sought passage- thc Panama Canal. They stay 
until January 3,1503, then head west again . 
1503· January 6: On the Feast of thc Epiphany Columbus reaches a ri ver he chris
tens Belen (after Bethlchcm) near VeraglUl and the reputed go ld mi nes. They 
explore and trade. February 6: He has decided to make a scttl ement in the arca, 
leav ing Bartholomew with most of the men and one shi p, while he returns to Spain 
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1501 - September 13: Nicolas de Ovando receives appointment to succeed 
Bobadill a as H ispaniola' s gove rnor, and depa rts on February 13, 1502. 
J502 - March 14: T he sovereigns authoriz,e Columbus's fourth voyage, and he 
takes leave of Sev ille for Cadi z on April 3. 
1502 - Vasco do Gamajoullds a Portuguese CO/OilY at Cochill. Illdia; Vespu.cci COil 
eludes a/ter his secolld voyage Ihat America is a separate cOlltillent, 1I0t idell tical 

with Illdia . 

Fourth Voyage: Central America Discoveries 
and Marooning on jamaica, 1502-1504 

1502 - May 9: Columbu s, almost 51 yea rs old, leaves from C uba, with 4 ships (La 
Capitalla, Vizell illa, Salltiago- also ca ll ed Bermu.da- and Gallego) and 140 men and 
boys. There were 56 of the latter, virtually all teen-agers, some as youn g as 13 or 
14. Included in the company are Columbus's brother Barthol omew and son Fernado 
(Fernandez), who keeps a record of the voyage. (A quarter of those setting out will 
never return .) The expedition is financed by the sovereigns and is to foc us on find 
ing precious metals, stones, and items of value, but no slaves, and to vi sit San to 
domingo on ly on the way home. May 25: T hey leave the Canary Islands. 
1502 - june 15: They arri ve at Martinique and head northwest along the islands . 
1502 - June 29: Co\umhus mTi ves off S.mto Domingo, hoping to replace one of 
hi s ships and take shelter from an impending hurric.me, the signs of which he has 
recogni zed. Governor Ovando, havi ng sueceedcd Bobadill a, docs not permit the 
ships to land, disregards Columbus 's wm'ning about t.he hurricane, and scnds a 
n eet o f 28 ships o lT the next day for C adi z. june 30: Forbidden the hm'bor, 
ColLUnbus anchors offshore in a protected area <md hi s ships ride out the s torm 
without great. damage. B ut the home-bOlUld n eet mns directly into the storm. 
Nineteen ships go down with all hands, o thers with a few surv ivors, and four limp 
baek to Scl\1to Domingo. Ovcr 500 mcn and a fortune m'c lost. O nl y one ship goes 
on to reach Cadiz- the very one cmTying Cohunbus' s own revenues from the 
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1499 - September 5: Ojcda arriv es in Xaragua on Hispaniola, and without author
ity starts cutting logwood, which thc crown had reserved for itself'. Roldan agrees 
to capture Oj eda and his men for Columbus and send them to Santo Domingo, but 
they manage to get away, load up with slaves in the Bahamas and return to Spain. 
1499 - October: Columbus sends two caravcls back to Spain ex plaining hi s set
tl emcnt with Rold,,'in as forced by circumstances, and again askin g that a wise 
adm ini strator of justi ce be sent to help him govern. However, in the sprin g the 
rul ers have al ready se lected Francisco de Bobadi lIa, a di sti ngui shcd and trusted 
ari stocrat who has long served thcm, to go to Hi span iola as chief justi ce and also 
as royal com mi ss ioner to hear co mplaints. He is not well-disposed toward 
Columbus, apparently resenting him as an upstart foreigner (a wave of anti 
Genoese sentiment is sweepin g the court at the time), has been affected by the 
negati ve reports, and seems to regard hi s task as to rein in Columbus. It will be 
over a year aft er his selection that he finally sail s for Hispaniola, in July, 1500. 
1500: Pedro Avarez Cabral discovers Brazil. claiming it lor Portugal; Vicente 
Yan ez Pinz6n,forrner captain oINina. lands on the Brazilian coast. and Vespucci 
and Ojeda return to Spain . /500-1501: King Ferdinand.flghts Moorish revolts in 
Granada. declaring it a Christian kingdom in 1501. 
1500 - Another rebelli on, by Adrian de Mox ica, one of Roldan's lieutenants, is put 
down by Columbus with Roldan' help. To reinforce authority, Columbus has 
moved to a "get tough" policy, w ith executions of key rebels. 
August 23: Bobad ill a arri ves at Santo Domillgo while Columbus is away sup
pressing another rebelli on, is upset to sec two Spani sh corpses hanging from the 
gallows and learn s of more executions sched ul ed for the next day. He has a run-in 
w ith Columbus's brother Diego, w ho had been left in charge, arrests him, appar
entl y engages in rabble-rousing, and impounds Columbus's house, money, papers, 
and possess ions. When Columbus returns in September, he perhaps at first thinks 
that Bobadilla is another of those explorers he has not authori zed, but then accepts 
hi s credentials and is shadled like D iego. Convinced in the eventual triumph of 
justi ce, he also persuades Bartholomew, still at large with a military force, to sub
mit as we ll . (Columbus has more than once asked for a judi cial ad mini strator as 
an assistant or even a replacement for himself, and had expressed w illingness to 
pay the cost. But he afterwards feels that the man he got is, in hi s negati ve view 
o f the enterpri se, the opposite of what is requi red). 
1500 - October: Bobad ill a sends Columbus and his two brothers back to Spai n. 
T he Admiral is accused of injudicious governing of nati ves in Xaragua. When the 
ship captain, once underway, offers to remove hi s chains, Columbus insists on 
keeping them on, to be removed by direct ordcrs of the rulers. T hey arri ve in Cadiz 
by the end of the month . Soon freed by the sovereigns, Columbus goes to the 
Carthusian monastery in Sev ill e where he draws maps of the new lands to the 
wcst, having an idea that they arc a barrier in front of Asia. Study ing reports of 
o ther explorations, he sees the possibility of a middle passage between the lands 
explored to the north and to the south. 
1501 - At the monastery, he completes hi s "Book of Privileges" (outlining what is 
his due from the sovereigns) and works on preparing and dictating hi s "Book on 
Prophecies" (intended as a poetic statement of their and his divine vocati on 
regarding the New World), a project that ends by March 23 of the next year. 
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1498 - July 31 - August 13: He di scovers Trinidad and explores mainl and South 
America (principall y the Gulr or Paria and the Paria Peninsula on the north coast 
of Venezuela, both just west of Trinidad), and records on August 14/15 that he has 
discovered a hitherto unknown large continent, which he later comes to believe 
holds the Garden of Eden. 
1498 - August 31: Columbus is escorted to the new Santo Domingo by 
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Bartholomew, whom he had met near 
Hispaniola's southernmost point, about 100 
mil es to the wesl. (Niiia and India had 
already arrived atlsabeLLa.) A rebellion is in 
progress led by Francisco Roldan, chief jus
tice of the co lony, who had allied himse l f 
with some of the Indians. T he three o f 
Columbus 's carvels on the direct route had 
overshot their destination and ended up in 

the vicinity of Roldcl n, who was at large in the southwest part of the island (the area 
called Xaragua, a peninsula now part of Haiti , and had induced many from their 
crews to desert him. 
1498 - October 18: Columbus sends two vesse ls back to Spain with somewhat 
incoherentlctters describing hi s discoveries in South America and ideas for a set
tlement there, and asking for the appointment of someone to administer justice. He 
also suggests that he could send all the slaves that could be sold (presumabl y cap
ti ves from battles with hostile Indians). T he letters apparently do not make a good 
impression on the rulers, who arc losing confidence in him. October 20: He makes 
a conciliatory overture to Roldan, resulting in an agreement on November 16 on 
terms favorable to Roldan and his men. To fulfi ll a provision that he provide trans
portation back to Spain within a specified Lime for those rebels who wished to go, 
Columbus sacrifi ces hi s plan to send Bartholomew with Nina and India to Pari a in 
South A meri ca to organi ze fi shing and the taking of pearls. Instead, the ships arc to 
be used for the rebels' home trip. But a storm and needed repairs delay things past 
the speci fied dead line and Roldan uses that to win more concessions, which 
Columbus fina lly agrees to in September, 1499. One result of the settlement will 
be the beginning of what later becomes the system of repartiminetos or en.comien -
das - pl antati on lands, together with the Indians on them at the serv ice o f the 
grantee, which is agreed to by the cac iques. Meanwhi le, without approval by 
Columbus as viceroy (whose influence at home has greatl y declined), three other 
expeditions are allowed to take off from Spain to explore parts or the New World 
(perhaps necessary to establi sh claims before other nations did so). 
1498 - Vasco da Gama discovers a sea route to India / or Portugal and arrives at 
Malabar coast; Michelango sculpts the Pieta in Rome. 
1499 - In Spain, one of Columbus 's former captains on Hispaniola, Alonso de 
Ojeda (who fwd captured Caibab6), has obtained Columbus's chart 0./ his explo -
rations o/ South America and a license to go there, and he and Amerigo Vespucci 
leave Spain on. a voyage o./discovery, explore the northern coast o/ South America, 
and discover the mouth 0./ the Amazon Riverm, (Vespucci 's account 0./ the voyage, 
predated two years, omits mention 0/ Ojeda, and results in the continent being 
namesfor him). 
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Slavery in the Sixteenth Century 

In the sixteenth century all theologians held that it was licit to enslave pagans, 
but not Christians, captured in a just war, and Moors and Christians enslaved 
each other without scruple. Presumably it was that understanding that 
underlay the enslavement of the Indians, who were also seen as potential 
converts and as a profitable income source. Isabella did not approve of this 
policy. Early on, the Spanish monarchs prohibited enslavement of the Indians 
because they were not known enemies of Christianity like the Saracens, and 
had committed no crime against Spain. But exceptions were allowed: for 
Caribs, understood to be cannibals who preyed on others, and for rebellious 
Indians, according to the doctrine on pagan captives in war. Spain was the 
first country to examine seriously the moral aspects of slavery and to bring 
about changes in thinking in this regard. Perhaps for the first time in history a 
great ruler-in this case, Charles V, who ruled most of Europe and the New 
World-called a halt to all conquests until it was clear whether they were just or 
not. A famous debate was held at Valladolid in 1550-1551 before learned and 
high-ranking men about the morality of slavery, as a result of which the anti
slavery view gained general acceptance. (See louis H. Rivers, A Violent 
Evangelizing: 

The Political and Religious Conquests of the Americas (louisville: Westminster/John Knox 
Press, 1992), pp.93, 96, 103; Gianni Granzotto, Christopher Columbus (Norman, Oklahoma: 
University 01 Oklahoma Press, 1987), p. 222); John Noble Wllfor, The Secret History of 
Columbus (New York ; Alfred A. Knopf, 1991) pp. 185-190; Robert Royal, 1492 and All That 
(Washington: Ethics and Public Policy Center, 1992), pp. 72-74.) 

ri ch quick rathcr Ulan sClllc- wa nt to leave. The disadvantages of the sClll emenl' s 
location have bceome evident, a nd Ule Admiral has been looki ng for a new si te . 
I Ie decidcs to rcturn to Spain to cUlswer the a llegations against him. 
l496 - Mal'ch: Columbus Ieavcs for Spajn iu the Nina a nd the India. after tclliug 
ilart holomew, left iu charge, to re loca tc tbe city on thc soutberu shore . [3oth agrec 
it is to be uamed for their fathcr, Domcnico. Travel ling via Mari egaJante and 
G uadelo upe, be arrives at Cadii'. june 11. Bartholomew's first job is to erect a fort, 
Sau Cri s t6bal, ncar the site of present-day Santo Domingo. july: Suppl y s hips to 
I.mbella bring a lellcr from Columbus and royal instl1lc tions to relocatc th e capital 
to thc Ozallla River uccu· I '-ort Cri st6baJ. 
1496 - Summer: Work begins on Santo Domingo} originall y call ed Isabel 
Nueva. destined to hc the first permancnt sell.i elllent by E lU·opcans in thi s hemi 
sphere. Thi s time the site has been very well chosen. 
1497 - Apl"il 23: The sovcreigns issue ins truc ti o ll for thc thjrd voyage. [[i s till es 
and pri vil eges <Uld Bart.llOlomew as adelantado have a ll bcen confirmed. 
1497: Cabots./ather and son. reach the east coast a/ North America. 

Thil'd Voyage: South American Discovel'ies: 
Administration of Hispanola, 1498-1500 

l498 - january 23: Niiia and India dep<ut from Sanlllc<U" with suppli es for the 
settlemellt , scnt in advance of Columbus's own departure. 
1498 - May 30: Columbus depart s from ScUlJllcar on hi s uljrd voyage w ith six 
ccu·avcls , lIu·ce of whjch he takes on a very souU1Cri y route to investiga te rumors 
of a southern continent. After a becalming new· t.I1e Equator in terrifi c .July heat, 
he opts not to go as far south as plw1l1ed, but mue h more direclly to tlle west. 
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three ships Oartholomew had brought <Uld, before the return of the Admiral, 
leaves for Spain with the aggressive Fray Buyl (who thought Columbus should 
have been tougher on tlle Indi <:Uls), arriving in November to spread more nega
tive mId sl<U1de rous reports on Columbus. On Hjspanjola some of Mm'garit's men 
and disalleetcd colonists run rampcUlt on tlle island witll li centiousness and bru
tality toward tlle natjves, witll responses from thc Indians aJld countcr responses. 
1494 - June 13: MecUlwhile, away exploring the soutllem coast of Cuba , the 
Admiral is convinced it is pm"! of the Asian majnlmld. lIe turns baek withjn a few 
mil es of the western tjp of the islcUld, and hi s extended indirect return to Isabella 
invol ves more explorations-including the southern coast of Jamaica and of 
I Iispaniola. At the sit e of tlle futme Santo Domingo he di spatches a land part y of 
njne men to cross Hispaniola by way of S,m Tomas to Isabella) which thcy do 
while he takes the sea route around the eastern end of the ishUld . On thi s return 
trip Columbus becomes very seriollsly ill. 
1494 - Septembe.· 29: The Admiral' s expeditjon arrives back at Isabella ,md he 
has to be carried ashore sick , and is in bed for weeks. 'fhe three Columbus broth
ers are now rcunjted, and t.he ill Chri stopher appoints Bartholomew his deputy 
and as Adelantado (equivalent to a provincia] governor) , an honor to tJus ltalicUl 
that is much rcsented by the SpcUlim·ds. Along Witll a fri endly letter from the sov
ereigns, Bartholommew had brought news that mcUly negative reports had been 
sent to Spai n by di ssati sfi ed colonists. 
1494 - Fall: De Torres mld tlle four cm'avcls requested by Columbus in February 
arrive with more provisions, apparentl y t.he first women aJld chjldren as well, and 
another letter from tlle sovcreigns . 
1494 - late: A series of mjlitaJ'y campaigns against the disaffected Indians st<u·ts . 
1495-98 - Leonardo Da Vinci paints "The Last Supper. " 
1495 - Febl"llary 24: De Torres with Ius four caravels , aJld Columbus 's brother 
Diego, leaves agajn for Spain , cmTying as slaves about 500 of t.hc 1600 Indi<Ul 
captives from tllC recent pLUutive expedition (200 die during the voyage, proba
bly due to lack of immunjty to unJml1iliaJ" diseases suffercd by these tropical 
natives in a winter crossing of the cold North Atl antic). 
1495 - March 27: Columbus leads 200 men, horses, cUld nativc auxiliaries under 
hi s friend , the cacique Guae;;Ulagari, deep into the isl'Uld where ,mother chi ef had 
assembled <lI1 impress ive army of tllOus;;mds. The lndians arc fri ghtened and rout
ed by tlle calvm'y, and mcUlY mT eaptltl"ed . A lonso de Ojeda later captures 
Caonab6 (responsible for the massacre a t La Navidad) by a ruse . 
1495 - May: Starting in May, for about ten months, the Admiral mId 
BaJtholomew m'e engaged in subduing the island, travel ing throughout it. Three 
forts m'e built , and a harsh mld much-criticized sys tem of tTibute in gold or cotton 
is initiated. Thc Indians fi ght a guerrilla war, adopt a scorched earth policy, suf
fer a f;;Ulline , and thousaJlds die, from violence, hunger, and sui cide. 
1495 - June: A hurri cane destroys tlu-ee ships, leav ing only tlle Nina. h um sal
vage a ship simil ;;u' to her, the Santa Cruz, also call ed India, is built. 
1495 - Octobe.": Four c,mlvels mTive from Spain under the command of Juml 
Aguado, a former friend, sent by tlle monaJ'ehs to conduct a judicial investi gation 
of Columbus' behavior in light of tlle negati ve reports that had becn spread in 
Spaj n . Therc is great di scontent in habella) where most- who had eome to get 
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dislant, relUrning on Janum'Y 29 with some gold in hand. Several hundred men 
take sick by the end of January, and soon half the popul ati on are laid low. 
Columbus himsclf will bc siek again in April for eight days. 
1494 - Februm-y 2: With provi sions spoil cd by rain and humidity, Columbus 
orders twe lve ships back to Spain under Antoni o de Torres, hi s second in com
mand. with a request that three or four be returned with food. medicines. cloth
ing, work animals, and 100 miners. 
1494 - March: Columbus leads a party of 500 men to the area of the mines and 
erects a 1'0 1'1 , nami ng it Santo Tomas. After returning to Isabella he learns that the 
nati ve King Caonab6 plans to attack the fort. Columbus sends 400 men to deter 
the Indians, and a small amount of bl oodshed results. A t Isabella in this period 
there is much dissension, and even rebellion . Unfortunately the co lony had been 
SCi up by the crow n with a fragmentation of the authority Columbus had on the 
firsl voyage. He has to arrest the comptroller, who had schemed to make ofT with 
several ships and a load of gold ; to threaten to withhold rations from workers who 
don' t work; and to deal with the hidal gos who refuse to do manual labor (required 
due to the general sickness) and resent orders from thi s foreigner. 
1494 - April 25: Leav ing hi s brother D iego in eharge, Columbus takes an expe
diti on to explore neighboring lands. He visits Cuba, thinking it a peninsula, and, 
for the first time, Jamaica, and will be gone fi ve months. 
1494 - June 7: Treaty of TordesiLlas between Spain and Portugal moves the 
Pope s· 1493 line of demarcation 600 miles west. foLLowing Columbus '.I' sugges -
lion before he left Spain that the Pope's original specifications be treated as 
guideli lies for ./ilrther negotiations. 
1494 - June: During the Admiral 's absence, hi s dearest brother, Bartholomew 
arriv es at/sabella with three carave ls and suppli es, j oining brother Diego there. 
During the Admiral 's prolonged absence, there is a rebellion of Indians because 
of the behavior of Margarit , commander of the fort at San Tomas. Summoned by 
Bartholomew to ex plain hi s conduct , the quick-tempered Margarit grabs the 
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First Voyage: Discovel'Y of the New Wodd 
(Bahamas, Cuba, and Hispaniola), 1492-1493 

1492 - August 2: Mass held for Columbus and crew at Church of SI. George, 
Martyr, in Palos at noon; Columbus embarks rrom Palos de la Frontera that day 
with three caravels (Nii1a, Pinta, and Santa Maria) and 90 men. 
1492 - October 12: Arter 33 days crossing the Atlantic, land is sighted at 2 a.m., 
and at dawn Columbus lands on the island or Guanahani in the Bahamas archi
pelago. On October 27 at ni ghtrall the shore of Cuba is sighted, and on Decem
ber 6 the three vessels reach the western end of the island of Hispaniola, contain
ing the modern Dominican Republic and Haiti. 
1492 - December 24: The Santa Maria runs aground on the north coast of 
Hispaniola. A fort and tower arc constructed and 39 or 40 men len behind in the 
first settlement, named La Navidad because of the day of the accident. Columbus 
and the rest leave in the Nii1a to rejoin the Pinta and return to Spain. 
1493 - March 15: Columbus returns to Palos and receives a special audiencc at 
the Spani sh court in Barcelona. 
1493 - May 4: Pope Alexander VI establishes a line o./demarcalion dividing the 
New World between Spain and Portugal: it will be revised Jutle 28. 

Second Voyage: Colonization of Hispaniola and Exploration 
of Southern Coasts of Cuba, Jamaica, and Hispaniola, 1493-1496 

1493 - September 25: Second voyage leaves Cadiz with 17 ships and 1200- 1500 
coloni sts, i nci udi ng 200 vo l unteers not on salary from Spai n, youngest brother 
Diego (G iacomo, or .lames, not to be confused with hi s son of the same name, 
who, with his other son Ferdinand, would become a page at court early in 1494), 
and five reli gious with the mission of evangelization. 
1493 - November 2: Columbus's second expedi tion arrives in the Indies on a 
Sunday, and he names the landfall island Domi niea. 
1493 - November 27: Arter sailing up the Leeward Islands, through the Virgin 
Islands, along the south shore of Puerto Rico, and then along the north coast of 
Hispaniola, the expedition arrives at La Navidad. T hey find the colonists dead, 
the town and surrounding villages burned to the ground in vicious retaliati on for 
reported mistreatment of the Indians by the garri son. Columbus treats kindly the 
local chief of this northwest part of Hispaniola, his earlier friend Guaeanagari , 
who (apparently ri ghtl y) blames the attack on another cacique (or the north cen
tral part of the island), Caonab6. On Decembel' 8 the expedition leaves, heading 
eastward. Later that month, Columbus is sick, until mid-March. 
1494 - January 2: In a solemn ceremony a new se ttlement is establ ished about 
seventy miles east of La Navidall. It is named IsabeLLa to honor the queen, and 
planned to be a grand capital city. Established to be within reach of reported gold 
mines, it is otherwise poorly sited ncar a river that fl ooded and a mi asmic marsh, 
and will last only a couple of years. 
1494 - January 6: On the Feast or the Epiphany all attend the first Mass known 
to be orrered on the soil or the Western Hemisphere, celebrated by Fray Buyl who 
heads the religious contingent. Arterwards, a party or 2 captains and 15-30 men 
and Indian guides set out to find the mines, in an area several dozen miles 
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
IN THE LIF E OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

jr;.y 

(RelevClIll COli temporary evellls are sho\llll ill italics; 
some ill1portallt reeurrelll New World loeatiolls are showlI ill bolc((aee ital ics.) 

1451 - Chri stopher Columbus is born in Genoa, lt1tl y, the son or S usanna and 
Domeni co Colum bus, a Lig uri an weaver and one of the keepers of the cit y' s 
gates. (Q ueen Isabell a and Amerigo Vespueei me both born thi s sam e year) . 
1453 - Turks capture Constantinople. kill the Emperor and the thousand-year-old 
Byzantine Empire ends . 
J465 - Colum bus's first sea voyage to Corsica. 

1468 - Gutenberg dies . 1470 - Portuguese disco ver West Af rican Gold Coasl. 
1473 - Copernicus is born . 1475 - Michelangelo is born . 
J477 - Columbus has moved from Genoa to Lisbon; sai ls to E ngl<Uld, Ircland , 
leehUld a nd possibly ncar the A rc ti c Circle . 
1478 - St. Thomas More is born in England. 
1479 - Columbus mmTies Fclipa Moniz Peres trello of Porto Santo in the Maderi a 
I s l ~Uld s. 'rhe lUli on gives Co lLUnbus a son and heir, D iego. 
1483 - Martill Luther is bol'll . 

148 1 - Columbus approaches King .101m II of Portugal w ith a pl an for an expedi 
ti on to seck I<Ulds to the wes t via a sea route; Co lLUnbus and D iego a rri ve in P<tlos, 
Spain (going to the I ;rmle iscan Monastery La Ra bida, ncar Palos) to di sell ss spon
sOl'ship of cxpeditio n wcstwm'd on the "Oeem1 Sea ." 
1485 - Felipa Pcrestrcl lo di es. 

1488 - SOil i-'ermUldo (1 ;e rdinand) is born of uni on with BeatTiz E nriq ucz. 
1488 - Bartholomew Diaz rounds Cape 0/ Good Hope. 1492 - Spanish take 
Grallada. eliding Ihe Moorish kingdom ill Spain alld consolidating the mOllarchy 
o/ Ferdinm(d o./ Aragon and Isabella o/ Caslile . Jews expelled.J1'o /J'l Spain. 
J492 - April 17: Kjng mId Q ucen o f Spain s ig n tlle S,mta Fe doeumcnt dcfinjng 
Co lum bus's proposed expedition. 

1492 - May 23: King <Uld Q uee n decree c itizens of p[tlos will bc c re w members. 
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Daniel Burnham, who designed Union Station, had been the major <U'chi 
tect of the 1892-1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago. Burnham's 
(U'chitecture was so well received in Chi cago that it launched tl1c"Cit y Beautiful" 
movcment , to transform maj or cities, especially our nati on's capita l, into a se ries 
of well -landscaped neo-e1assical placcs, exprcssing confidence in our Republic 
during the 1890 period. Burnham 's Columbus Fountain ~Uld Taft 's Columhus stat
ue wcrc inlluenccd in p<ut by Frederick MacMonni es' fountain at the World 's 
Columbian E xhibitionThe dedication of tl1e tribute to Columbus took place on 
Junc 8,1912 in the prcsence of Presidcnt Taft and accomp,:mi ed by <Ul elaborate 
tluee-day celebration org<:Uli zed by the Knights of Columbus t.hat brought 20,000 
Knight s and thcir f(Unilics to thc capita l, it was reportcd. Thus began tl1C alUllIal 

Columbus Day celebrati ons at thc site. 

The Ceremony 
Tlu-oughout t.he years fratcrnal , civic (u1d cultural organiza ti ons prov ided 

leadcrship fo r <Ul annual ceremony. For some YC(U's now, in collabora ti on with the 
Na ti onal Park Service, which has responsibility for the site, the ceremony has 
been org<:Uli zed each year by tlle National Columbus Celcbra ti on Association 
(NCCA), establi shed in 1989 to plan tl1C celebra tion in the Q uincentenary ,md 
subsequent years. Appemances of the U.S. l\I1ilit(U·y Honor GU(U'd , the service 
b<:Ulds, (Uld tl1e Knights of Columbus Color COlp S add to the pagecUltry. Read ing 
of the annual Presidenti al Proclamati on, addresses by members of the diplo mat
ic corps - especial ly from Spai n, Italy, the Bah (ull as, and tl1e O rgani zati on of 
!\.meri e<U1 States - the awarding of a nati onal essay contest prize <U1d readi ng of 
the essay by tlle winner, (u1d wreath-laying by embass ies and I11cUlY fra ternal <Uld 
patriotic g roups, both national and local, give interes t and color to the occasion, 
which brings in many attendees from other pmt s of the country each year. 'The 
event is open to the publi c free of charge. 

This booklet has been prep<u'ed <U1d is provided by t.he Nat.iona l Columbus 
Celebrati on Association, which expresses appreciati on to the National Park for it s 

collaboration in sponsoring thi s event. 
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CELEBRATING CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS IN THE 
NATION'S CAPITAL 

The Site 

In th e years fo llow in g the grea t 1892 quadri centennial (400'10 
anni versary) celebration of the achievements and di scoveries of Christopher 
Colum bus, an effort was launched by the Kni ghts of Colum bus to es tabli sh a 
monument in the nati on's capital to thc great di scoverer. A t their urging, the 
U. S. Congress passed a law which mandated a Columbus Memori al in the 
nation's capital, and appropri ated $ 100,000 to o---~------:-:;.--
cover the construction costs. A commiss ion 
was establ ished composed of the secretari es of 
State and War, the chairmen of the House and 
Senate Com m i llees on the L i brary of Con
gress, and the Supreme Kni ght of the Kn ights 
of Colum bus. With the new Union Stati on rail 
terminal completed in 1907, plans focused on 
pUlling the memori al in the plaza in front of 
thi s great cd i fi ce. 

A rter a seri es of competit ions, scul ptor 
Lorado Z. Tart of Chicago was com miss ioned. 
His plan envisioned what you sec thi s day, a 
mon ument constructed of Georgia marble; a 
semicircular fountain sixty-six feet broad and 
forty-four feet decp, and in the cen ter a py lon 
crowned with a globe supported by four eagles 
connec ted by a ga rl and. A f ifteen-foot statue of Colum bus, fac ing the U. S. 
Capitol and wrapped in a medieval man ti c, stands in front of the py lon in the bow 
of a sh ip with its prow extending into the upper bas in of the fountain and tenni 
na ting with a winged figurehead representing democracy. Flanking Columbus arc 
two seated, all egori ca l fi gu res: to hi s lert, representing the Old Worl d, is a patri
archal fi gure resting hi s anns upon a shield and grasping a crum pled map, while 
to hi s ri ght, representing the New Worl d, is a pre-Colum bian fi gure (Ameri can 
Indian) crouching behind hi s crude shield and reaching for an arrow. On the rear 
of the large pylon is a double medalli on pi cturing the Spani sh monarchs K ing 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabell a. Set at the ex tremes o f the ax is of the balustrade 
are couchan t li ons. T hree towering fl agpoles ri se behind the monument represent
ing the hi stori c ships of 1492, the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa M ari a. Classic
co lumned lampposts in fron t of Union Stati on fea ture replicas of shi ps on their 
cross-axis nea r the base mounts. 
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Application for Membership 
in the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 

The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of Columbus and his historic 
achievements in linking the Old World and the New, but also the higher values that 
motivated and sustained him in his efforts and his trials . Those virtues-- faith in 
God, the courage of his convictions, dedication to purpose, perseverance in effort, 
professional excellence, and boldness in facing the unknown--are as needed 
today and in the future. 

The Association invites individuals and organizations who identify with our purpos
es to join with us by filling out the appl ication below and sending it to the address 
given. Membership includes a gold-plated membership pin , a personal colorful 
certificate with a beribboned seal , su itable for framing , an invitation to the annual 
meeting with the right to vote, minutes, newsletters, and your name listed in the 
program publ ished for the annual celebration. National Patrons will be listed in the 
annual program book and will be sent a copy of the program books upon request. 
For additional information call : 

John Moore at 301-572-5181 or J.P. McCusker at 703-361-6778 

Annual dues (please check the appropriate box): 

o Organizational member; business, professional , 
nonprofit, patriotic, or fraternal. .............. ... .... $75.00 

o Individual member .. ...... ........ .......... ............. .. .. .. ... $25.00 

0 National patron .... ........ ................. .... .. ... ... ....... ..... $10.00 

Please PRINT name exactly as you wish it to appear on the certificate: 

Name ________________________________________________ __ 

Address ______________________________________________ __ 

City _______________________ State ____ Zip ____________ _ 

Telephone ___________________ E-mail ____________________ __ 

Please fill out the application, cut or tear along the right side (you may wish to 
make a copy rather than cutting your program book), and send with your check 
made payable to "NCCA" to: 

National Columbus Celebration Association 
5034 Wisconsin Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-4125 
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THE NATION'S CAPITAL 
CELEBRATES 

517 YEARS OF DISCOVERY 

HONORING THE GREAT 
DISCOVERER 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

MONDAY OCTOBER 12, 2009 

THE COLUMBUS MEMORIAL 
COLUMBUS PLAZA UNION STATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SPONSORED BY THE 
NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

IN COORDINATION WITH THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 






