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CELEBRATINGCHRJSTOPHERCOLUMBUS JNTHE 
NATION'SCAPlTAL 

The Site 
In the years following the great quadriccntcnnial ( 400th anniversary) 

celebration in J 892 of the achievements and discoveries of Christopher 

£~1~~i~h~; ~f c~~~1ili~s1f~~~t~bt~h . . . . . ... 
a monument to the great discoverer. 4 · .·:i;:\ifa::::;,,;.. 

~fife~ r~u~~d~~~~c~1J~tsue:J1e~; ·. :i! 

rial in the nation's capital and . 
appropriated $100,000 to cover the 
construction costs. A c01mnission 
was established composed of the 
secretaries of State and War, the 
chairmen of the House and Senate 
Committees on the Library of 
Congress, and the Supreme Knight of 
the Knights of Columbus. With the 
newly completed Union Railroad 
Station in 1907, plans focused 
toward locating the memorial on the 
plaza in front of this great edifice. 

After a series of competi
tions, sculptor Lorado Z. Taft of 
Chicago was awarded the contract. 
His plan envisioned what you sec this ·· · ··-~- ·-.... ~~~~~~~~~-----day, a monument constructed of 
Georgia marble; a semi-circular 
fountain sixty-six feet broad and forty-four feet deep and in the center, a pylon 
crowned with a globe supported by four eagles connected by ga rland. A 
fifteen foot statue of Columbus, facing the U. S. Capitol and wrapped in a 
medieval mantle, stands in front of the pylon in the bow of a ship with its prow 
extending into the upper basin of the fountain terminating with a winged 
figurehead representing democracy. Flanking Columbus a rc two seated, 
allegorical figures: To his left representing the Old World is a patriarchal 
figure resting his arms upon a shield and grasping a crumpled map while to his 
right representing the New World is a pre-Columbian figure (American 
fndian) crouching behind his crude shield reaching for an arrow. On the rear 
of the large pylon is a double medallion picturing the Spanish monarchs King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella. Set at the extremes of the axis of the 
balustrade are couchant lions. Three towering flagpoles flank behind the 
monument representing the historic ships of 1492 the Nina, the Pinta and the 
Santa Maria. Classic-colunmed lampposts in front of Union Station feature 
replicas of ships on their cross-axis near the base mounts. The dedication of 
the majestic tribute to Columbus occurred on June 8, 1912 with many 
thousands attending. It was the prelude to and the focal point for the annual 
Columbus Day celebrations since. 
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Daniel Burnham, who designed Union Station, was the major 
architect of the 1892-1893 World' s Columbian Exposition in Chicago. 
Burnham's architecture was so well received in Chicago that it launched the 
"City Beautiful" movement, to transform major cities, especially our 
nation's capital into a series of well-landscaped neo-classical palaces, 
expressing confidence in our Republic during the 1890 period. Burnham's 
Columbus Fountain and Taft's Columbus statue were influenced in part by 
Frederick MacMonnies fountain at the World 's Columbian Exhibition. ln 
recent years Union Station has been rejuvenated as a lively commercial 
space while still serving as a train terminal. As a major artistic remnant of 
the Exposition, the statue, fountain and edifice rightly serve as the focal 
point for the annual Columbus Day Celebration. 

The Ceremony 
The first ceremony took place 

on June 8, 1912 during which Marquis 
Cusani Confalonicri, Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Italy unveiled the statue. 
Victor J. Dowling, Justice of the New 
York Supreme Court and former 
Director of the Knights of Columbus 
gave the opening speech and President 
William Taft gave the closing speech. A 
four day cclcbraion , organized by the 
Knights of Columbus, brought huge 
crowds to the District. Throughout the 
years that followed there have been 
many fraternal, civic and cultural 
organizations who have provided the 
leadership for the ceremony each year. 
The appearances of the U.S. Military 
Honor Guard, the service bands, and the 
Knights of Columbus Color Corps, add 
to the pageantry. Addresses by national 
and international dignitaries, members 
of the diplomatic corps, especially 
rcprcscntmg Spain, Italy, the 
Bahamas,and the Organization of Ameri
can States, have added interest to the 
occasion; and along with the audience all 
have joined in the festivities. In an effort 
to perpetuate a more unified event, in 1989 the Washington Columbus 
Celebration Association (WCCA) was formed. ln an extended outreach of its 
membership to more than 25 States within the past decade, the organization 
has changed its name to the National Columbus Celebration Association 
(NCCA). The Association, in cooperation with the National Park Service, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, plans the yearly ceremony which is open to 
the public free of charge. In addition to the highlights of the program already 
described in this history, the ceremony closes with wreath presentations 
representing many national and local fraternal, civic, patriotic and cultural 
societies. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
IN THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

(Relevant contemporary events are shown in italics; 
some important recurrent New World locations are shown in boldface italics.) 

1451 - Christopher Columbus is born in Genoa, Italy, the son of Susanna and 
Domenico Colombo, a Ligurian weaver and one of the keepers of the city's 
gates. (Queen Isabella and Amerigo Vespucci are both born this same year). 
1453 - Turks capture Constantinople, kill the Emperor and the thousand-year
old Byzantine Empire ends. 
1465 - Columbus's first sea voyages to Corsica. 
1468 - Gutenberg dies. 1470- Portuguese discover West African Gold Coas t. 
1473 - Copernicus is born. 1475 - Michelangelo is born. 
1477 - Columbus has moved from Genoa to Lisbon; sails to England, Ireland, 
Iceland and possibly near the Arctic Circle. 
1478 - St. Thomas More is born in England. 
1479 - Columbus marries Felipa Moniz Perestrello of Porto Santo in the 
Madeira Islands. The union gives Columbus a son and heir, Diego. 
1483 - Martin Luther is born. 
1484 - Columbus approaches King John ll of Portugal with a plan for an 
expedition to seek lands to the west via a sea route; Columbus and Diego arrive 
in Palos, Spain (going to the Franciscan Monastery La Rabida, near Palos) to 
discuss sponsorship of expedition westward on the "Ocean Sea." 
1485 - Felipa Perestrello dies. 
1486 - Son Fernando (Ferdinand) is born of union with Beatriz Enriquez. 
1488 - Bartholomew Diaz rounds the Cape of Good Hope. 1492- The 
Spanish take Granada, ending the Moorish kingdom in Spain and consolidat ing 
the monarchy of Ferdinand of Aragon and Jsabella of Castile. 
1492 - April 17: King and Queen of Spain sign the Santa Fe document 
defining Columbus's proposed expedition. 
1492 - May 23: King and Queen decree citizens of Palos will be crew 
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•rs. ,. First Voyage: Discovery of the New World 
(Bahamas, Cuba, and Hispaniola), 1492-1493 

1492 - August 2: Mass held for Columbus and crew at Church of St. George, 
Martyr, in Palos at noon; Columbus embarks from Palos de la Frontera that day 
with three caravels (Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria) and 90 men. 
1492 - October 12: After 33 days crossing the Atlantic, land is sighted at 2 
a.m., and at dawn Columbus lands on the island ofGuanahani in the Bahamas 
archipelago. On October 27 at nightfall the shore of Cuba is sighted, and on 
December 6 the three vessels reach the western end of the island of Hispaniola, 
containing the modem Dominican Republic and Haiti. 
1492 - December 24: The Santa Maria runs aground on the north coast of 
Hispaniola. A fort and tower are constructed and 39 or 40 men left behind in 
this first settlement, named La Navidad because of the day of the accident. 
Columbus and the rest leave in the Nina to rejoin the Pinta and return to Spain . 
1493 - March 15: Columbus returns to Palos and receives a special audience at 
the Spanish court in Barcelona. 
1493 - May 4: Pope Alexander VI establishes a line of demarcation dividing 
the New World between Spain and Portugal; it will be revised June 28. 

Second Voyage: Colonization of Hispaniola and Exploration 
of Southern Coasts of Cuba, Jamaica, and Hispaniola, 1493-1496 

1493 - September 25: Second voyage leaves Cadiz with 17 ships and 
1200- I 500 colonists, including 200 volunteers not on salary from Spain, 
youngest brother Diego (Giacomo, or James, not to be confused with his son of 
the same name, who, with his other son Ferdinand, would become a page at 
court early in 1494), and five religious with the mission ofevangelization. 
1493 - November 2: Columbus's second expedition arrives in the Indies on a 
Sunday, and he names the landfall island Dominica. 
1493 - November 27: After sailing up the Leeward lslands, through the Virgin 
Islands, along the south shore of Puerto Rico, and then along the north coast of 
Hispaniola, the expedition arrives at La Navidad. They find the colonists dead, 
the town and surrounding villages burned to the ground in vicious retaliation for 
reported mistreatment of the lndians by the garrison. Columbus treats kindly 
the local chief of this northwest part of Hispaniola, his earlier friend 
Guacanagari, who (apparently rightly) blames the attack on another cacique (of 
the north central part of the island), Caonab6. On December 8 the expedition 
leaves, heading eastward. Later that month, Columbus is sick, until mid-March. 
1494 - January 2: ln a solemn ceremony a new settlement is established about 
seventy miles east of La Navidad. lt is named lsabela to honor the queen, and 
planned to be a grand capital city. Established to be within reach ofreported 
gold mines, it is otherwise poorly sited near a river that flooded and a miasmic 
marsh, and will last only a couple of years. 
1494 - January 6: On the Feast of the Epiphany all attend the first Mass 
known to be offered on the soil of the Western Hemisphere, celebrated by Fray 
Buy! who heads the religious contingent. Afterwards, a party of2 captains and 
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15-30 men and Indian guides set out to find the mines, in an area several dozen 
miles distant, returning on January 20 with some gold in hand. Several hundred 
men take sick by the end of January, and soon half the population are laid low. 
Columbus himself will be sick again in April for eight days. 
1494- February 2: With provisions spoiled by rain and humidity, Columbus 
orders twelve ships back to Spain under Antonio de Torres, his second in 
command, with a request that three or four be returned with food, medicines, 
clothing, work animals, and 100 miners. 
1494 - March: Columbus leads a party of 500 men to the area of the mines and 
erects a fort, naming it Santo Tomas. After returning to Isabela he learns that 
the native King Caonab6 plans to attack the fort. Columbus sends 400 men to 
deter the Indians, and a small amount of bloodshed results. At Jsabela in this 
period there is much dissension, and even rebellion. Unfortunately the colony 
had been set up by the crown with a fragmentation of the authority Columbus 
had on the first voyage. He has to arrest the comptroller, who had schemed to 
make off with several ships and a load of gold; to threaten to withhold rations 
from workers who don't work; and to deal with the hidalgos who refuse to do 
manual labor (required due to the general sickness) and resent orders from this 
foreigner. 
1494 - April 25: Leaving his brother Diego in charge, Columbus takes an 
expedition to explore neighboring lands. He visits Cuba, thinking it a peninsula, 
and, for the first time, Jamaica, and will be gone five months. 
1494 - June 7: Treaty o/Tordesil/as between Spain and Portugal moves the 
Pope 's 1493 line of demarcation 600 miles west, following Columbus's 
suggestion before he left Spain that the Pope's original specifications be treated 
as guidelines for further negotiations .. 
1494 - June: During the Admiral's absence, his dearest brother, Bartholomew, 
arrives at Isabela with three caravels and supplies, joining brother Diego there. 
During the Admiral's prolonged absence, there is a rebellion of Indians because 
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of the behavior of Margarit, commander of the fort at San Tomas. Summoned 
by Bartholomew to explain his conduct, the quick-tempered Margarit grabs the 
three ships Bartholomew had brought and, before the return of the Admiral, 
leaves for Spain with the aggressive Fray Buyl (who thought Columbus should 
have been tougher on the Indians), arriving in November to spread more 
negative and slanderous reports on Columbus. On Hispaniola some of 
Margarit's men and disaffected colonists run rampant on the island with 
licentiousness and brutality toward the natives, with responses from the lndians 
and counter responses. 
1494 - June 13: Meanwhile, away exploring the southern coast of Cuba, the 
Admiral is convinced it is part of the Asian mainland. He turns back within a 
few miles of the western tip of the island, and his extended indirect return to 
Isabela involves more explorations--including the southern coast of Jamaica and 
of Hispaniola. At the site of the future Santo Domingo he dispatches a land 
party of nine men to cross Hispaniola by way of San Tomas to lsabela, which 
they do while he takes the sea route around the eastern end of the island. On 
this return trip Columbus becomes very seriously ill. 
1494 - September 29: The Admiral's expedition arrives back at Jsabela and he 
has to be carried ashore sick, and is abed for weeks. The three Columbus 
brothers are now reunited, and the ill Christopher appoints Bartholomew his 
deputy and as Adelantado (equivalent to a provincial governor), an honor to this 
Italian that is much resented by the Spaniards. Along with a friendly letter from 
the sovereigns, Bartholomew had brought news that many negative reports had 
been sent to Spain by dissatisfied colonists. 
1494 - Fall: De Torres and the four caravels requested by Columbus in 
February arrive with more provisions, apparently the first women and children 
as well, and another letter from the sovereigns. 
1494 - late: A series of military campaigns against the disaffected Indians 
starts. 
1495-98 - Leonardo Da Vinci paints "The last Supper. " 
1495 - February 24: De Torres with his four caravels, and Columbus 's brother 
Diego, leaves again for Spain, carrying as slaves about 500 of the 1600 Indian 
captives from the recent punitive expedition (200 die during the voyage, 
probably due to lack of immunity to unfamiliar diseases suffered by these 
tropical natives in a winter crossing of the cold North Atlantic). 
1495 - March 27: Columbus leads 200 men, horses, and native auxiliaries 
under his friend, the cacique Guacanagari, deep into the island where another 
chief had assembled an impressive anny of thousands. The Indians are 
frightened and routed by the cavalry, and many are captured. Alonso de Ojeda 
later captures Caonab6 (responsible for the massacre at La Navidad) by a ruse. 
1495 - May: Starting in May, for about ten months the Admiral and 
Bartholomew are engaged in subduing the island, traveling throughout it . Three 
forts are built, and a harsh and much-criticized system of tribute in gold or 
cotton is initiated. The Indians fight a guerrilla war, adopt a scorched earth 
policy, suffer a famine, and thousands die, from violence, hunger, and suicide. 
1495 - June: A hurricane destroys three ships, leaving only the Nina. From 
salvage a ship similar to her, the Santa Cruz, also called India, is built. 
1495 - October: Four caravels arrive from Spain under the command of Juan 
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Slavery in the Sixteenth Century 
In the sixteenth century all theologians held that it was licit to enslave pagans, 
but not Christians, captured in a just war, and Moors and Christians enslaved 
each other without scruple. Presumably it was that understanding that 
underlay the enslavement of the Indians, who were also seen as potential 
converts and as a profitable Income source. Isabella did not approve of this 
policy. Early on, the Spanish monarchs prohibited enslavement of the Indians 
because they were not known enemies of Christianity like the Saracens, and 
had committed no crime against Spain. But exceptions were allowed: for 
Caribs, understood to be cannibals who preyed on others, and for rebellious 
Indians, according to the doctrine on pagan captives in war. Spain was the 
first country to examine seriously the moral aspects of slavery and to bring 
about changes In thinking In this regard. Perhaps for the first time in history a 
great ruler--in this case, Charles V, who ruled most of Europe and the New 
World-called a halt to all conquests until it was clear whether they were just or 
not. A famous debate was held at Valladolid In 1550-1551 before learned and 
high-ranking men about the morality of slavery, as a result of which the anti
slavery view gained general acceptance. (See Louis H. Rivera, A Violent 
Evangelizing: The Po/It/cal and Religious Conquests of the Americas [Louisville: 
Westminster/John Knox Press, 1992), pp. 93. 96. 103; Gianni Granzotto, Christopher 
Columbus [Norman.Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987), p. 222); John Noble 
Wiiford, The Secret History of Columbus (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1991), pp. 185-190; 
Robert Royal, 1492 and All That [Washington: Ethics and Public Polley Center, 1992), pp. 
72-74.) 

Aguado, a fonner friend, sent by the monarchs to conduct a judicial 
investigation of Columbus' behavior in light of the negative reports that had 
been spread in Spain. There is great discontent in Jsabela, where most--who 
had come to get rich quick rather than settle--want to leave. The disadvantages 
of the settlement's location have become evident, and the Admiral has been 
looking for a new site. He decides to return to Spain to answer the allegations 
against him. 
1496 - March: Columbus leaves for Spain in the Nifta and the India, after 
telling Bartholomew, left in charge, to relocate the city on the southern shore. 
Both agree it is to be named for their father, Domenico. Traveling via 
Mariegalante and Guadeloupe, he arrives at Cadiz June 11. Bartholomew's first 
job is to erect a fort, San Cristobal, near the site of present-day Santo Domingo. 
July: Supply ships to Jsabela bring a letter from Columbus and royal 
instructions to relocate the capital to the Ozama River near Fort Cristobal. 
1496 - Summer: Work begins on Santo Domingo, originally called Isabel 
Nueva, destined to be the first permanent settlement by Europeans in this 
hemisphere. This time the site has been very well chosen. 
1497 - April 23: The sovereigns issue instruction for the third voyage. His 
titles and privileges and Bartholomew as adelantado have all been confirmed. 
1497: Cabots.father and son, reach the east coast of North America. 

Third Voyage: South American Discoveries; 
Administration of Hispaniola, 1498-1500 

1498 - January 23: Nina and India depart from Sanlucar with supplies for the 
settlement, sent in advance of Columbus's own departure .. 
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1498 - May 30: Columbus departs from Sanlucar on his third voyage with six 
caravels, three of which he takes on a very southerly route to investigate rumors 
of a southern continent. After a becalming near the Equator in terrific July heat, 
he opts not to go as far south as planned, but much more directly to the west.. 
1498 - July 31 - August 13: He discovers Trinidad and explores mainland 
South America (principally the Gulf of Paria and the Paria Peninsula on the 

,,..----,-,--,,.=;;;-;--------=---, 
north coast of Venezuela, both just west of 
Trinidad), and records on August 14/15 
that he has discovered a hitherto unknown 
large continent, which he later comes to 
believe holds the Garden of Eden. 
1498 - August 31: Columbus is escorted to 
the new Santo Domingo by Bartholomew, 
whom he had met near Hispaniola's 

!9tca1Mea! a. 0 , southernmost point, about I 00 miles to the 
Guina.o. 

L--'------"~~--------' west. (Nina and India had already arrived 
at Isabel a.) A rebellion is in progress led by Francisco Roldan, chief justice of the 
colony, who had allied himself with some of the Indians. The three of 
Columbus's caravels on the direct route had overshot their destination and ended 
up in the vicinity of Roldan, who was at large in the southwest part of the island 
(the area called Xaragua, a peninsula now part of Haiti, and had induced many 
from their crews to desert him 
1498 - October 18: Columbus sends two vessels back to Spain with somewhat 
incoherent letters describing his discoveries in South America and ideas for a 
settlement there, and asking for the appointment of someone to administer justice. 
He also suggests that he could send all the slaves that could be sold (presumably 
captives from battles with hostile Indians), The letters apparently do not make a 
good impression on the rulers, who are losing confidence in him. 
October 20: He makes a conciliatory overture to Roldan, resulting in an 
agreement on November 16 on terms favorable to Roldan and his men. To 
fulfill a provision that he provide transportation back to Spain within a 
specified time for those rebels who wished to go, Columbus sacrifices his plan 
to send Bartholomew with Nina and India to Paria in South America to organize 
fishing and the taking of pearls. Instead, the ships are to be used for the rebels' 
home trip. But a storm and needed repairs delay things past the specified 
deadline and Roldan uses that to win more concessions, which Columbus finally 
agrees to in September, 1499. One result of the settlement will be the 
beginnings of what later becomes the system of repartimientos or 
encomiendas--plantation lands, together with the Indians on them at the service 
of the grantee, which is agreed to by the caciques. Meanwhile, without approval 
by Columbus as viceroy (whose influence at home has greatly declined), three 
other expeditions are allowed to take off from Spain to explore parts of the New 
World (perhaps necessary to establish claims before other nations did so). 
1498- Vasco da Gama discovers a sea route to India for Portugal and arrives 
at Malabar coast; Michelangelo sculpts the Pieta in Rome. 
1499 - Jn Spain, one of Columbus 's former captains on Hispaniio/a, Alonso de 
Ojeda (who had captured Caonab6), has obtained Columbus's chart of his 
exp/orations of South America and a license to go there, and he and Amerigo 
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Vespucci leave Spain on a voyage of discovery, explore the northern coast of 
South America, and discover the mouth of the Amazon River, (Vespucci's 
account of the voyage, predated two years, omits mention of Ojeda, and results 
in the continent being named for him.) 
J 499 - September 5: Ojeda arrives in Xaragua on Hispaniola, and without 
authority starts cutting logwood, which the crown had reserved for itself. 
Roldan agrees to capture Ojeda and his men for Columbus and send them to 
Santo Domingo, but they manage to get away, load up with slaves in the 
Bahamas and return to Spain. 
1499 - October: Columbus sends two caravels back to Spain explaining his 
settlement with Roldan as forced by circumstances, and again asking that a wise 
administrator of justice be sent to help him govern. However, in the spring the 
rulers have already selected Francisco de Bobadilla, a distinguished and trusted 
aristocrat who has long served them, to go to Hispaniola as chief justice and also 
as royal commissioner to hear complaints. He is not well-disposed toward 
Columbus, apparently resenting him as an upstart foreigner (a wave of anti
Genoese sentiment is sweeping the court at the time), has been affected by the 
negative reports, and seems to regard his task as to rein in Columbus. It will be 
over a year after his selection that he finally sails for Hispaniola, in July, 1500. 
1500: Pedro Avarez Cabral discovers Brazil, claiming it for Portugal; Vincente 
Yanez Pinzon, former captain of Nina, lands on the Brazilian coast, and 
Vespucci and Ojeda return to Spain. 1500-1501: King Ferdinand fights 
Moorish revolts in Granada, declaring it a Christian kingdom in 1501. 
1500 - Another rebellion, by Adrian de Moxica, one of Roldan's lieutenants, is 
put down by Columbus with Roldan's help. To reinforce authority, Columbus 
has moved to a "get tough" policy, with executions of key rebels. 
August 23: Bobadilla arrives at Santo Domingo while Columbus is away 
suppressing another rebellion, is upset to see two Spanish corpses hanging from 
the gallows, and learns of more executions scheduled the next day. He has a 
run-in with Columbus's brother Diego, who had been left in charge, arrests him, 
apparently engages in rabble-rousing, and impounds Columbus's house, money, 
papers, and possessions. When Columbus returns in September, he perhaps at 
first thinks that Bobadilla is another of those explorers he has not authorized, 
but then accepts his credentials and is shackled like Diego. Convinced in the 
eventual triumph of justice, he also persuades Bartholomew, still at large with a 
military force, to submit as well. (Columbus has more than once asked for a 
judicial administrator as an assistant or even a replacement for himself: and had 
expressed willingness to pay the cost. But he afterwards feels that the man he 
got is, in his negative view of the enterprise, the opposite of what is required.) 
1500 - October: Bobadilla sends Columbus and his two brothers back to Spain. 
The Admiral is accused of injudicious governing of natives in Xaragua. When 
the ship captain, once underway, offers to remove his chains, Columbus insists 
on keeping them on, to be removed by direct orders of the rulers. They arrive in 
Cadiz by the end of the month. Soon freed by the sovereigns, Columbus goes to 
the Carthusian monastery in Seville where he draws maps of the new lands to 
the west, having an idea that they are a barrier in front of Asia. Studying reports 
of other explorations, he sees the possibility of a middle passage between the 
lands explored to the north and to the south. 

10 



/Vltt!Jdllerr.anf!!lan 

Sea 

Spain" 
Algerio 

1501 - At the monastery, he completes his "Book of Privileges" (outlining what 
is his due from the sovereigns) and works on preparing and dictating his "Book 
of Prophecies" (intended as a poetic statement of their and his divine vocation 
regarding the New World), a project that ends by March 23 of the next year. 
1501 - September 13: Nicolas de Ovando receives appointment to succeed 
Bobadilla as Hispaniola's governor, and departs on February 13, 1502. 
1502 - March 14: The sovereigns authorize Columbus's fourth voyage, and he 
takes leave of Seville for Cadiz on April 3. 
1502- Vasco da Gama founds a Portuguese colony at Cochin, India; Vespucci 
concludes after his second voyage that America is a separate continent, not 
identical with India. 

Fourth Voyage: Central American Discoveries 
and Marooning on Jamaica, 1502-1504 

1502 - May 9: Columbus, almost 51 years old, leaves from Cadiz, with 4 ships 
(La Capitana, Vizcaina, Santiago, and Bermuda) and 140 men and boys. There 
were 56 of the latter, virtually all teen-agers, some as young as 13 or 14. 
Included in the company are Columbus's brother Bartholomew and son 
Fernandez, who keeps a record of the voyage. (A quarter of those setting out 
will never return.) The expedition is financed by the sovereigns and is to focus 
on finding precious metals, stones and items of value, but no slaves, and to visit 
Santo Domingo only on the way home. May 25: They leave the Canary Islands. 
1502 - June 15: They arrive at Martinique and head northwest along the islands. 
1502 - June 29: Columbus arrives off Santo Dom ingo, hoping to replace one of 
his ships and take shelter from an impending hurricane, the signs of which he 
has recognized. Governor Ovando. having succeeded Bobadilla, does not 
permit the ships to land, disregards Columbus's warning about the hurricane, 
and sends a fleet of28 ships off the next day for Cadiz. June 30: Forbidden the 
harbor, Columbus anchors offshore in a protected area and his ships ride out the 
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stonn without great damage. But the home-bound fleet runs directly into the 
storm. Nineteen ships go down with all hands, others with a few survivors, and 
four limp back to Santo Domingo. Over 500 men and a fortune in gold are lost. 
Only one ship goes on to reach Cadiz--the very one carrying Columbus's own 
revenues from the colony, sent by his agent. Among the drowned are fleet 
commander de Torres (formerly Columbus's second in command), Bobadilla, 

n-~~~~~~'7"'~~:-:-~~-i 
who had sent Columbus home in 
chains, Roldan, and many other rebels. 
1502 - July 14: After repairs to his 
storm-damaged ships, Columbus 
leaves Hispaniola, heading for the 
mainland (Central America), farther 
west than anyone had gone before. 
Winds and currents force him to 
toward the Cuban coast, whence he 
heads south by west toward his 
original intended destination. 
1502 - July 30: He arrives at the --------------.-i island of Guanaja, off the north coast 

of present-day Honduras. August 14: Ashore this Sunday they attend the first 
Mass known to have been celebrated on the continent, in an area he names La 
Costa de la Orejas. August 17: Columbus formally claims the mainland for the 
sovereigns. 
1502 - September 14: After slow and torturous progress east along the 
forbidding coast against the prevailing wind under terrible stormy conditions, he 
rounds the cape he names Gracias a Dios ("Thanks be to God"), and turns south. 
1502 - October 5: With several stops en route meeting and trading with Indians, 
they reach a large body of water first mistaken for the passage to Asia, but in 
fact the beautiful Chiriqui Lagoon, where they spend a week and a half.. 
Columbus learns that an isthmus separates him from another ocean to the west, 
and apparently loses hope of finding a westward passage through the land mass, 
settling for finding gold to bring some success to his royal sponsors. 
1502 - October 20: He arrives at the Guayga river, the beginning of a 
gold-bearing region called Veragua by the Indians. 
1502 - November 2:, Driven eastward by a storm, he arrives at a harbor he 
names Portobelo. Weather forces him to stay seven days before continuing east, 
and then being pushed part way back by winds, to a place near Nombre de Dios, 
where he stays until November 23 to repair vessels and casks. 
1502 - November 26: Heading east again he is again driven back and shelters in 
a small harbor he calls Retrete ("closet") nine days in more miserable weather. 
1502 - December 5: In the face of continuing bad weather and headwinds from 
the east, Columbus decides to go back west to learn the truth of what Indians 
had said about gold mines of Veragua. Winds now begin to whipsaw between 
east and west, with fierce thunderstorms and the ever-present danger of reefs. 
1502 - December 20: The ships are blown back into the same harbor they had 
been in eight days earlier. The new year finds Columbus anchored near the end 
of what will be America's answer to his Jong-sought passage--the Panama 
Canal. They stay until January 3, 1503, then head west again. 
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1503 - January 6: On the Feast of the Epiphany Columbus reaches a river he 
christens Belen (after Bethlehem) near Veragua and the reputed gold mines. 
They explore and trade. February 6: He has decided to make a settlement in the 
area, leaving Bartholomew with most of the men and one ship, while he returns 
to Spain for reinforcements and supplies. February 24: After further exploring 
and trading, Bartholomew starts to build the settlement on the Belen River, 
having found no better location, though this site is not a good one. Heavy 
flooding rains have ceased, but now sandbars at the mouth of the 
previously-flooded river trap the ships in the estuary. They also learn that the 
Indians, displeased at their settlement, plan to destroy it and kill them. 
1503 - March 30: Bartholomew with 74 men go to Veragua, and capture the 
cacique, who later escapes. Rains come, the ships can leave, and Columbus 
decides to leave immediately for Hispaniola with three ships. Seeing them gone, 
Indians attack the settlement. Bartholomew is wounded. Columbus, off shore, is 
out of contact with the settlers, and Indians slaughter a ten-man party he sends to 
fetch fresh water. (On April 6 he is left alone on his ship, all his men ashore, 
and sick and feverish in a terrible storm when he can do nothing for the ship and 
can get no help, has either a hallucination or mystical experience.) Ten days 
pass with no communication with the settlers on account of the weather, then all 
are evacuated after another weather delay of several more days. In the nearly 
three-month stay at Veragua, ship worms have done great damage. and Gallega 
is left in the estuary. The site does have gold, but environmental conditions 
make it impracticable even later to exploit the mines. In 1536 Columbus's 
grandson D. Luis Colon, will be granted by Emperor Charles V 25 square 
leagues in the area along with the title Duke of Veragua, which will be passed 
on to his descendants to the present day, in exchange for renunciation of 
hereditary titles and privileges over all of the Spanish Indies. 
1503 -April 15: Columbus heads east again to Portobelo, where Vizcaina is 
also abandoned because of worm damage. He continues east beyond Retrete to 
what is probably the present Punta des Mosquitos. 
1503 - May I: Flagship la Capitana and Bermuda, the only ships left and both 
needing continual pumping due to worm holes, head north for Hispaniola, but 
on May 13 arrive well to the west, at islands off the south coast of Cuba. (Sick 
and exhausted, Columbus had been persuaded to turn north before he had 
intended.) 1503 - June 23: The leaking ships have limped to Jamaica and two 
days later are permanently beached at Santa Gloria. Columbus had been there 
ten years earlier, and experienced hostile relations with the Indians, so restricts 
his men to living aboard the beached ships, as at sea. He barters for food and 
canoes from the Indians. 
1503- July: Since there is no hope of any ships v isiting the place, two loyal 
ship captains, Diego Mendez, and Bartolomeo Fieschi of Genoa, take an 
expedition of two canoes with Indian paddlers to the east end of Jamaica and 
then across the treacherous hundred-mile passage to Hispaniola. After arriving 
they must still go 350 miles to get to Santo Domingo, which they reach in 
September. But Ovando the governor has no interest in sending help. He 
forces Mendez to wait for the next fleet from Spain to charter a rescue vessel. 
1503 - In Spain, Ferdinand and Isabella issue a decree granting liberty to 
Indians; in Italy, Leonardo da Vinci paints the Mona Lisa. 
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1504 - January 2: After months with no news from the party sent for help, 48 
men, under the leadership of Francisco de Porras, have decided to revolt. They 
take ten canoes, are joined by others who don't want to be left behind, and head 
east, leaving Columbus and a handful of loyal men at Santa Gloria. They rob the 
Indians along the way and set out to cross the strait to Hispaniola, but after only 
a few miles turn back due to overloaded canoes, headwinds, and their own 
inexperience. They throw everything but their weapons overboard. including 
Indian paddlers, of whom 18 perish. Two more unsuccessful attempts convince 
them to return to Santa Gloria. 
J 504 - February 28-29: Meanwhile, anticipating that the Indians had become 
hostile and want to kill the Spaniards, Columbus invites them to a palaver, and 
cows them into submission by using his foreknowledge of a lunar eclipse to 
convince them that he has power to intercede with God to control such things 
and keep terrible evils from befalling them. 
1504 - End of March: a small caraval finally sent by Ovando (after about six 
months' delay!) arrives to learn what has happened to Columbus, but with orders 
to bring no one home. However, it does carry a welcome Jetter from Mendez 
saying he is chartering a rescue vessel. 
1504 - May 19: The rebels return to Santa Gloria and, choosing to fight, are 
defeated in a battle with Bartholomew and Columbus's fifty men. The 
ringleader, Porras, is shackled, but the others pardoned. and allowed to remain 
ashore under a leader Columbus selected. 
1504 - June: The rescue ship promised by Mendez arrives. and on June 18 
Columbus and his I 00 men leave for Santo Domingo, where he is now well 
treated by Ovando who, however, releases Porras. 
1504 - September 12: Columbus leaves the New World for the last time. 
1504 - November 7: The Admiral arrives at Sanlucar in Spain 

The End 

1504 - November 26: Queen Isabella dies. 
1506 - May 20: Christopher Columbus dies at Valladolid and is buried at the 
Franciscan Monastery there. 
1507- Martin Waldseemufler proposes the New World be called "America" 
a/er Amerigo Vespucci. 

+ + + 
The orig inal of John Vander1yn's picture of thje "Landing of Columbus at the Island of Guanahani, West Indies, 
October 12, 1492,' reproduced at the beginning of this chronology, hangs in the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol. 
The statue of 'Columbus in Chains" was given to Pope Pius XI on his golden jubilee, later bequeathed to , 
Supreme Secretary of the Knights of Columbus ( 1939-1964) Joseph F. Lamb and is now in the Knights of 
Columbus Headquarters Museum in New Haven, Connecticut. Photo by John Pelverts . 
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The End of the Line 

1504: With Columbus 500 Years Ago 

In 2002 and 2003 we traced the history ofColumbus's.fourth and fina l expedition 
500 years earlier, in 1502 and 1503. It was his most interesting one from the variety 
of events it encompassed, but probably the one about which most people know the 
least . Below we bring that story to its dramatic conclusion. 

Exactly five hundred years ago at this very time of the year, 
Columbus, with his brother Bartholomew, sixteen-year-old son 
Ferdinand, and 22 other survivors of his fourth and final expedition, 
was in familiar territory-aboard a ship, that is-on his last voyage 
home. 

They had set out from Santo Domingo on September 12, 1504. 
Of the approximately l 00 survivors of his fourth expedition, on 
which he had set out with 140 men (including many teenagers), most 
had opted to remain in the New World, but some were returning to 
Spain on another vessel. 

Columbus's fifty-six day voyage home was not an easy one. 
Indeed, just about this time, on October 19, 1504, a storm broke the 
mainmast into four pieces, and it was replaced by a temporary rig 
designed by the two Columbus brothers. Then the foremast was 
sprung in another storm. 

But Columbus the sailor was at home in a ship as much as 
anywhere else in the world, and accustomed to the vicissitudes of the 
weather, which in this case were surely a distraction from brooding 
on the disappointments and frustrations of his twelve-year career in 
the New World- now at an end- and his h igh hopes and dashed 
dreams, as well as his real but, he thought, very much 
underappreciated accomplishments. He surely realized that he would 
never return to the New World he had uncovered. 

In what quiet moments there were in those days at sea, especially 
at night, he surely reflected on his four expeditions. Each had been 
unique, each had witnessed glories and disasters, but whatever the 
outcome, in each he saw himself as a man of faith carrying out a 
divine mission. 

But the tumultuous, even incredible, experiences of the twenty
eight months of that just-completed expedition had to be somewhere 
in the center of his thoughts. Certainly it was the most event-filled 
and trying of the four. 
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In the course of that fourth expedition (1502-1504) he: 
o was ill treated on his arrival by bis successor in the governorsh ip; 
o endured a hurricane that sank 23 Spanish ships (but none of his own 

four-ship expedition) and a fortune in gold, and took 500 lives--losses he 
had tried in vain to prevent, but nobody listened to him; 

o discovered Central America; 
o fought a great many more days of the worst weather than in any other voyage; 
o endured much illness, as did his men; 
o at long last fina lly and disappointedly learned that there was no practical route to 

the Indies, such as he had sought for years, through the American land-mass; 
o happily found a place with a good supply of go ld, but which, it unfortunate ly 

turned out, could not be profitably mined then or later because of physical and 
climatic conditions; 

o had a costly fight with Native Americans; 
o had a vision, mystical experience, or delusion in sickness-induced delirium ; 
o lost all of his ships to shipworms because of the length of the expedition and 

inability to perform proper maintenance; 
o sailed to the wrong place because, worn down , he listened to his captains rather 

than trusting his own correct judgment; 
o because of that mistake, spent about a year marooned on Jamaica; 
o fought a batt le there against half of his men who had been st irred up by 

malcontents and went marauding along the island; 
o lost 30 of his 140 men due to desertions, drowning, disease, lighting the Indi ans 

in Central America, and that rebellion on Jamaica. 

The First Expedition (1402-1493): Discovery 

But that was only the last of four momentous expeditions. 
First, there had been his daring three-vessel voyage into the 

unknown on August 2, 1492 to find a new route to the Orient, and his 
apparent success with the landfall on October 12, followed by 
explorations of parts of the northern coasts of Cuba and Hispaniola. 
But then there was the disastrous loss of his flagship Santa Maria on 
Christmas Eve, leading to his first settlement (La Navidad) and then a 
return to Spain (arriving March 15, 1493) for help in exploiting his 
discoveries. 
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The Second Expedition (1493-1496): 
Settlement, Battles, and Exploration 

Then there was the triumphal 17-vessel expedition that set out on 
September 25, 1499 intended to do just that-and its disheartening 
surprise discovery that his settlement had been wiped out. There 
followed the new settlement of Isabela; the search for gold; a lengthy 
side trip exploring the southern coast of Cuba and parts of Jamaica; 
severe personal illness; rebellion among his men as well as among 
Indians and a series of military campaigns to pacify the island; and a 
campaign of slander against him back in Spain by disaffected 
returned colonists, leading to his return home (arriving in June, 1496) 
to mend political fences, leaving brother Bartholomew in charge on 
Hispaniola with instructions to re-establish the settlement in a better 
site (Santo Domingo) . 

The Third Expedition (1498-1500): 
South America, Rebellion, and Downfall 

It was nearly two years before he set out on his third expedition 
(May 30, 1498), which came to a disastrous end. It was intended to 
further support and develop the colony and also to follow up on what 
he had heard from Indians regarding a continent to the south. In the 
latter he was successful, discovering South America in the vicinity of 
Trinidad before proceeding north to the colony on Hispaniola and its 
new settlement of Santo Domingo. There he found a rebel I ion in 
progress, to which he applied both force and diplomacy. 

He also asked the crown to send a good administrator to help 
him, but with more discord sown by disaffected returnees to Spain, 
the rulers appointed a man (Francisco de Bobadilla) who, it turned 
out, had a jaundiced view of Columbus and saw it as his mission to 
bring him down, though he tarried over a year before sailing for the 
New World in July, 1500. Coming in like Christ cleansing the 
Temple, he arrested the three Columbus brothers and packed them off 
to Spain (October, 1500). Christopher refused to have his chains 
removed until done by the order of the sovereigns, in whose names 
they had been applied. 

That in fact was done, and he had his properties restored, but the 
rulers had lost confidence in him as their viceroy in the New World, 
and when they authorized him to set forth on his fourth and, as it 
proved to be, final voyage, it would be purely as an explorer and 
discoverer. But before they made that decision, he spent some 
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months cooling his heels at a monastery in Seville, completing work 
on his "Book of Privi leges" (setting forth what he was owed) and his 
"Book of Prophecies" (the Libro de las prof ecias, an affirmation of fa ith 
giving his religious rationale for his enterprises). 

The Fourth Expedition (1502-1504): 
For Exploration and Evangelization 

His fourth voyage was supposed to seek out areas that would 
produce valuable exports--gold, other precious metals, gems, pearls, 
and spices, but definitely no slaves--and promote the evangelization 
of the native peoples. His own private purpose, understood by all, 
was to find a passage to the Orient between the two large landmasses 
to the north and south that he had discovered earlier. But in view of 
the history between him and the current authorities in Santo 
Domingo, he was forbidden to visit that settlement at all. 

1502: Hispaniola, Central America, Terrible Weather 

It was on May 9, 1502 that he set sail with four ships on his 
fourth crossing, very shortly after receiving royal authorization, and 
he arrived at Martinique on June 15. Then of course he headed for 
Santo Domingo, which he had been forbidden to visit- on the plea 
that one of his four ships was unseaworthy for the type of exploration 
intended, and he wanted to exchange it for another. 

But Nicolas de Ovando, the governor, refused him permission to 
land, and a lso ignored his experience-based warning that a hurricane 
was brewing. Ovando instead sent a fleet of 28 ships off to Spain the 
next day-and into the teeth of the hurricane and disaster, with the 
loss of 500 lives and a great quantity of gold. Only four ships made it 
back to Santo Domingo, and only one made it across the Atlantic. 
Ironically, that was the very ship on which Columbus's agent had sent 
the Admira l's own gold from the colony. It arrived safely, and greatly 
enhanced Columbus's personal fortune, as he was learn only much, 
much later, with many other trials in between. 

Columbus's four sh ips weathered the storm, sheltering to the 
west along the coast from Santo Domingo, and after repairing damage 
set off exp loring. Traveling along the southern coast of Jama ica and 
then toward the southern coast of Cuba, they found winds that carried 
them to the northern coast of Honduras in Central America. The rest 
of that year of 1502 they made their way down the east coast of 
Central America exploring, but most of the time battling extremely 
contrary weather from which they suffered greatly, with few respites. 
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He was bitterly disappointed in his private purpose when finally 
forced to conclude that there is no water route to the west through 
Central America and its hilly spine. Then, ironically, he ended the 
year 1502 awaiting good weather while parked in a bay at the 
entrance to what just a little over 400 years later would be a manmade 
route through the isthmus to the west-the Panama Canal! 

1503: Gold, Indian Fights. Ship Losses, Marooning 

Giving Up on Central America 
Right after New Year's Day, 1503 Columbus's four ships were 

finally able to sail back west to a site in Panama they had earlier 
found offered the best prospects for gold-Veragua. And gold there 
was, but also some strained relations with the Indians, who finally 
rebelled at the idea that the Spaniards intended to put a settlement 
there. Hostilities broke out, both Columbus and the Indians lost some 
men (it was here that he had what he regarded as a mystical 
experience), and on Easter Sunday abandoned the whole effort and 
sailed eastward again, leaving one useless ship behind, worm-eaten 
and trapped behind a sand bar. As it turned out, the gold was so 
situated that it never would have been practical to mine it. 

After disputing with his other captains about at which point they 
should sail north to get to Santo Domingo, Columbus, worn out, gave 
in to their bad advice and headed northward on a course that ran him 
west of Jamaica (which itself lies west of Hispaniola) to the Cuban 
coast he had explored on his second expedition. Because of the 
vicissitudes they had not been able to give their vessels proper 
maintenance, and the ships were worm-eaten and leaky, requiring 
constant pumping or bailing, exhausting work. 1 Another vessel had to 
be abandoned before sailing northward. The two remaining ones were 
in such bad shape that they could never make it back to Hispaniola 
against wind and current, so Columbus headed for the northern coast 
of Jamaica, beaching them on June 25 at a place he had visited on that 
second voyage and named " Puerto Santa Gloria" for its beauty, and 
now called St. Ann's Bay. 

Marooned at Santa Gloria in Jamaica 
It was a good place, near two freshwater streams and an Indian 

village not far away. But on his earlier brief visit Columbus had 
experienced some hostility from the Indians, and so butted his two 
ships together on the beach and converted them into wooden forts , 
with thatched-roof cabins atop bow and stern of each of the two 
hulks. To avoid alienating the Indians, and knowing his men, he 
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View of Santa Gloria, where Columbus's two ships were 
drawn up on the beach in the foreground. 

restricted them to the ships, as though anchored offshore. With 
stores spoiled or depleted, the immediate problem was food for 116 
men, so Columbus sent a three-man party led by loyal and 
already-proven Diego Mendez, one of his captains,2 on a far-ranging 
and very successful mission to bargain for food, solving that problem 
for a number of months. 

But they were marooned on an island no ship had visited in nine 
years, nor were any expected. They had neither the equipment nor the 
skilled people left who might have built an escape vessel, and even 
their ships' boats were all gone. He had to send for help. 

Mission to Hispaniola 
Mendez was the only officer who volunteered to lead an attempt. 

Adding a mast and sail to a dugout canoe bought on his food-search 
expedition, he headed eastward on July 7, carrying the letter now 
known as the lettera rarissima, addressed by Columbus to the 
sovereigns on that date. (Among other things, that somewhat 
incoherent latter, which seemed to have had a negative effect when 
read by the rulers, contained Columbus's account of what he seemed 
to regard as a mystical experience on April 6 while sick and alone on 
a vessel anchored during a raging storm off the coast of Veragua). 
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The first attempt to seek rescue came to naught when Mendez ran 
afoul of hostile Indians near what he thought was the east end of the 
island, and he returned to Santa Gloria. 

Columbus persuaded him to try again, this time with a second 
canoe captained by Bartholomew Fieschi of Genoa, whose 
worm-eaten ship had been abandoned on the Panamian coast. Only 
about ten days after leaving on his first attempt, Mendez and his party 
set off. Now there were six Europeans and ten Indians in each canoe, 
escorted to the eastern end of the island (a distance in excess of 75 
miles) by Columbus's brother Bartholomew with a sizeable party in a 
number of dugouts. En route, "they passed some of the finest scenery 
in Jamaica: waterfalls emptying directly into the sea, fertile va lleys, 
rugged cliffs on which the surges broke and roared where they could 
get rest for a night after struggling against wind and sea all day". 3 

Arriving safely at that eastern jumping off point Mendez and 
Fieschi and their men then had to cross I 05 miles of open water 
against wind and current to reach Hispaniola, and go another 350 
miles farther east to get to Santo Domingo. 

The plan was that if they both got through, Mendez would 
continue on to Santo Domingo and charter a rescue vessel, while 
Fieschi would get back to Santa Gloria to let them know that help was 
coming. But after Bartholomew's party returned, weeks passed, and 
then months, with no sign of Fieschi. 

This was, of course, dispiriting to all. If Columbus was downcast 
before that, in what state was he now? And his crew, in which he 
didn't have the greatest confidence to begin with? Confined to the 
beached ships all this while, the men grew increasingly negative, 
distrustful toward Columbus, and prey to being stirred up by activist 
malcontents, of whom the leaders were two brothers, who had been 
political appointees to the expedition: Francisco and Diego Porras. 

Though captain of the Santiago (the ship Columbus had wanted to 
exchange at Santo Domingo), Francisco Porras was largely unschooled 
in seamanship, and Bartholomew Columbus had provided the expertise 
on that ship. Francisco's brother Diego, comptroller and crown 
representative, had no duties other than keeping track of any gold 
brought aboard--and there hadn't been much of that. The Porras brothers 
brought about half of the men into a conspiracy to take over from 
Columbus, setting the target date of January 2, I 504. 

Thus the situation with Columbus when I 503 ended. 
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COLUMBUS'S STATE OF MIND IN JUNE, 1503 
The following excerpt from his letter to the sovereigns of June 7, 
1503 (the lettera rarlss/ma) tells about Columbus within a couple of 
weeks of his marooning: 
" ••• now I have no hair upon me that Is not white, and my body is 
Infirm and exhausted. All that Is left to me and to my brothers has 
b-n taken away and sold, even to the cloak that I wore, to my great 
dlshonor ••.• I am as ruined as I have said. Hitherto I have wept for 
others; now have pity upon me, Heaven, and weep for me, earth! Of 
things material I have not even a blanca [a small copper coin) to 
offer; In things spiritual, I have even ceased observing the forms here 
In the Indies [presumably the canonical hours of the office, which he 
normally prayed every day]. Isolated In this pain, Infirm, daily 
expecting death, surrounded by a million savages full of cruelty and 
our enemies, and thus separated from the holy sacraments of holy 
Church, how neglected will be this soul If here It part from the body! 
Weep for me, whoever has charity, truth and justice! I did not come 
on this voyage to navigate for gain, honor or wealth, that is certain; 

for then the hope of all such things was dead." 
As quoted In Samuel l!llot Morison, Adm/ml of the Ocean Sea, vol. 2, New York, 

1942, reprinted by Time Books,1962, pp. 619-620. 
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1504: Cowing Indians, Overcoming Mutiny, Rescue and Return 
The Mutiny 

So 1504 didn't have a very promising beginning. It had been over 
five months since Mendez and Fieschi had set off, and nothing had 
been heard from them. Probably they really hadn't made it through 
on their difficult, hazardous venture. In that case, there was 
absolutely no hope of rescue-no hope that any ships would come, by 
design or by accident. Perhaps Mendez and Fieschi had run afoul of 
Indians--or others who meant them no good--on the western end of 
Hispaniola, which was in fact a center of rebellion when Columbus 
had been governor. What grounds were there for optimism? Maybe 
if Columbus were overthrown the men could seize some of the Indian 
dugouts and make it to Hispaniola on their own. 

If they did make it back to Hispaniola, the Porras brothers had 
reason to believe they wouldn't be tried for mutiny because of the 
antipathy of Governor Ovando toward Columbus, and their own 
political connections back in Spain. 

As noted, the date set for action was January 2, 1504, after a 
dismal Christmas and New Year's, when, as it happened, the Admiral 
was laid low with arthritis. Francisco Porras entered Columbus's 
cabin, and confronted him about leaving Jamaica. When Columbus 
said if he had a plan to get home, 

let it be submitted to a council of officers. To which Porras replied, ' It's no 

time to talk; embark qu ick ly, or stay here with God , ' then turning to the 

men who were gathering about him within earshot cried , ' I'm for Castile, 

with those who wi II follow me!' That was the signal to the consp irators, 

who all began to shout, ' We're with you' ' and quickly took possession of 

the fore and stern castles and the round-tops on the mainmasts, crying a 
Castillo' a Castillo' Although the Admiral was in bed he came tottering 

out at the uproar, and would probab ly have been murdered if three or four 

of his devoted servants had not laid hold of him and forced him back. 

Bartholomew now came running out with a lance in hand; the Admiral's 

servants wrested it from him and pushed him into his brother's cabin, while 

they begged Porras to get going if he would, b ut to commit no murder for 

which he would certainly be punished if he ever reached home. 4 

The mutineers got about half of the approximately I 00 men on 
the ships to join them. Many of those remaining were too sick to do 
so, though in the estimate of Columbus's young son Ferdinand, an 
eyewitness and chronicler of the events, if they were not sick 
Columbus would have had only about twenty men left. 

Seizing ten dugout canoes that had been tied to the ships the 
rebels headed eastward in high glee. (Jamaican dugouts could be 
capacious, as Columbus had learned on his first visit, when he had 
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measured one that was 96 feet long with an eight-foot beam!) 
Whenever the mutineers put ashore they robbed the Indians, 

telling them they could collect from Columbus-or kill him. After a 
wait at the eastern end of the is land for good weather they set out 
across the strait for Hispaniola, but the weather quickly turned bad 
and they headed back in rough seas, desperately jettisoning al I their 
goods, and then throwing most of their Indian paddlers overboard, 
hacking off the hands of a few who clung to the sides of the canoes 
for dear life. 

They spent a month ashore and made two more unsuccessfu I 
attempts to cross, finally heading back to Santa Gloria, "living off the 
country and abusing the Indians as they went along". 5 

Columbus's Stroke of Ingenuity-or Disingenuous Trick 
Meanwhile, at Santa Gloria, the sick recovered, but over time the 

Indians started slacking off in the food they were bringing, as their 
appetite for the trading items used by Columbus (hawks' bells, rings, 
beads, etc.) began to be satiated. Even though Columbus now had 
only half as many mouths to feed, the situation was becoming 
desperate. (Morison marvels that the Europeans apparently never 
hunted game or fished, but appeared totally dependent on the 
lndians.6 

Then Columbus conceived his most dramatic stunt. He invited 
the caciques to a palaver. As a student of astronomy and knowing of 
an impending eclipse, he told them God was displeased and would 
punish them with famine and disease . So watch the moon that very 
night, he said, which would rise "inflamed with wrath , signifying the 
chastisement God would visit upon them," in the words of 
Columbus's son, Fernandez, a young eyewitness to these events. 7 

The Indians left. But, terrified when they saw the eclipse begin, 
they got provisions together and came running back pledging more in 
the future and beseeching Columbus to intercede with God for them. 
Retiring to his cabin, he emerged again just before the end of the 
eclipse, saying he had prayed to God for them and told God that they 
had promised their support of his men in the future, and that God had 
forgiven them and the anger shown by the sign would go away. 

Then, of course, the moon shone as before. The Indians 
afterwards kept to their promise and praised the Christian God Who 
they understood had revealed such things to men. It was the leap year 
night, February 29, 1504. 

Finally, a Break in the Silence 
A couple of months later, in March a report among the Indians of 
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a large empty drifting canoe cast more doubt on the success of the 
Mendez-Fieschi mission, and there was talk of another mutiny among 
the remaining men. But surprisingly, about that time 

a small carave l suddenly came in from the sea and anchored near the 

gro unded ships . She proved a cru el disappointment. for [Governor] 

Ovando had not sent her to take Co lumbus off, but merely to spy on him 

and report; and she sail ed the same evening. Her captain, Diego de 

Esco bar, came aboard the gro unded Capitana and gave the Admiral two 

casks of wine and a s lab of salt pork with the governor's complimen ts, and 

delivered a message from Diego Mendez to the effec t that he had safe ly 

reached Hispan iola and wou ld send a rescue party as soon as he cou ld 

obtain a ship. s 

The Mendez-Fieschi Mission 
So Mendez and Fieschi had made it through after all! Why had 

Columbus not heard from them earlier? 
They had left in mid-July, taking two dugouts, each with six men 

from the ships and ten Indian paddlers, in the hope that at least one 
canoe would make it through, and if both did, Fieschi was to return 
with the good news. (The return, not against wind and current, 
should be an easier trip .) 

The heat was intolerable, and on the second day it was found that 
the Indians had used up all their water, but a limited amount from the 
reserves was doled out to them in sufficient quantity to keep them 
going, expecting to reach land that night. But they didn't, and one 
Indian died that night. It was on the morning of the fourth day out that 
they finally reached a rocky cliff on the islet of Navassa, their aiming 
point, 30 miles west of Hispaniola, and found fresh water in pockets 
of the rocks, but then some Indians died apparently from drinking too 
much of it, and others sickened. Hunger abated by cooking and eating 
shellfish , they made it to Hispaniola (Cape Tiburon) in the cool of 
that evening, and spent a couple of days recuperating and regaining 
their strength there. Many Indians showed up and brought food. 

Now ready to return to Columbus with the news they had made 
it, Fieschi could find no one willing to accompany him, the remaining 
Indian paddlers preferring death in Hispaniola to making the dreadful 
trip again (which in truth should have been an easier one this time, 
with wind and current at their backs), and the Christians saying it 
would tempt God twice. Mendez arranged for six new paddlers and, 
though unwell himself, headed eastward along the coast to Santo 
Domingo, but learned at one of his stops that Ovando was in the 
southwestern area of Hispaniola, so set off on land to meet him at his 
camp, probably meeting him in August. 
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Ovando was not anxious to rescue Columbus, perhaps fearful 
that he would be replaced by a reinstated Columbus. Engaged in the 
brutal suppression of an Indian revolt, he kept Mendez with him for 
over half a year. Finally, making it by foot to Santo Domingo around 
March, Mendez had to wait another two months for ships to arrive 
from Spain so he could charter a rescue vessel, since Ovando would 
not permit him to use the government's small caraval based at the 
capital. (We do not know what Fieschi did in the meantime, but he 
remained loyal to Columbus, returning with him to Spain , and 
witnessing his will two years later, in 1506.) 

Battle with the Mutineers 
Columbus now made a generous bid to the Porras party, sending 

some of the salt pork as evidence of the caravel's visit and offering a 
pardon . But the mutineers' attempts to extract special treatment led 
the Admiral's emissaries to return in disgust. The rebels then headed 
for Santa Gloria to overcome by force, believing Columbus had only 
weaklings and the sick on his side. Eschewing an offer of peace from 
Bartholomew, who was backed by a force of 50 men in arms, they 
opted to fight (largely a sword battle, since neither side had much 
gunpowder)- and lost. It was May 19. Porras was captured , one man 
was killed, and several wounded. The next day the rest surrendered 
and were pardoned fully . Porras was placed in irons, but th e rest 
were permitted to remain on land under a leader appointed by the 
Admiral. 

Meanwhile, in Santo Domingo Mendez had been able to charter 
a small caraval, one of three ships that had arrived from Spain, and 
sent it off on the rescue mission under a loyal servant of the Admiral, 
while he himself returned to Spain to deliver the lettera rarissima the 
Admiral had penned on July 7, and also letters to Columbus's son 
Don Diego, who was in the service of Queen Isabella, and friend 
Padre Gorricio. 

Near the end of June the rescue ship arrived at Santa Gloria. On 
June 29, just over a year after arriving in Jamaica, they left for Santo 
Domingo, a voyage that took six and a half weeks because of the poor 
condition of the vessel , compounded by bad weather. 

The governor, feigning joy at seeing Columbus, freed the Porras 
brothers who, as they had anticipated, escaped any punishment for 
their mutiny. 
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Home is the Sailor, Home from the Sea 
On November 19, 1504 Christopher Columbus, son Ferdinand, 

brother Bartholomew and the 22 others accompanying them 
completed their two-month voyage across the Atlantic and arrived at 
Sanlucar de Barrameda, near Cadiz. 

Home in Spain, Columbus met nothing but silence on the part of 
the sovereigns. Mendez, having sailed for Spain after he had 
chartered the rescue vessel, had already arrived months before with 
Columbus's letters, including the lettera rarissima to the sovereigns. 
Morison summarizes the reaction: 

Our fee li ng that this was not the sort of letter to elicit royal favor is 

confirmed by its reception. It had so li ttle effect that Co lumbus was not 

in vited to court for several months after his return, despite the presence of 

hi s son there. His despoilers and persecuters were never punished , hi s 

viceroyalty was not restored in his lifetime, and the stories of the go ld 

mines at Veragua left the Soverigns co ld . lie had not found the strait, not 

reached the Spice Islands; from the Sovere igns' point of view this voyage 

was a waste of money, and the Admiral an importunate bore. 9 

When he arrived in November, his friend the Queen was in fact on 
her deathbed , and passed away just a week after his return without 
seeing him. 

Columbus, himself sick, could not travel when he heard the news. He 
was at the time living in rented quarters in Seville, well attended by 
servants and others, and indeed well-fixed financially from the gold that 
had somewaht miraculously made it back through that disastrous 1503 
hurricane, the gold he brought from Yeragua, and his percentage of the 
gold mined on Hispaniola. But the wealth was far less than he thought 
himself entitled according to previous agreements by the rulers. 

It was thus that he ended 1504, mourning the loss of his most 
powerful supporter, and struggling-particularly through his son Don 
Diego at court-for redress in what he saw as his rights. 

There was a final irony. Afer all Columbus and his men had done and 
all they had endured, "the official record of their exploits to the royal 
council back in Spain, written by Diego de Porras in his capacity as 
scrivener, said simply, 'We were in Jamaica doing no service. The reason 
for our going to Jamaica, no one knows, except for sheer caprice' ."10 

- Edward M. Sullivan 
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NOTES 

I. Kirkpatrick Sale, in The Conquest of Paradise (New York: Knopf), 1992, p. 2 10, argues 
that it was due to irresponsible behavior on the part of Columbus that the ships had not been 
careened and cleaned with sufficient frequency to prevent such damage. 

2. Salvador de Madariaga, in Christopher Columbus (New York: Macm illan), 1940 
(republ ished 1978), a book that goes to great length to show that Columbus was of Jewish 
descent, suggests on p. 388 that Mendez was also, which he thinks might explain the great 
loyalty he displayed to Columbus on a number of occas ions. 

3. Samuel Eliot Morison and Maricio Obreg6n, The Caribbean as Columbus Saw It 
(Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1964, p. 237. 

4. Samuel Eliot Morison, Admiral of the Ocean Sea, (Boston: Little Brown and Company) , 
1942 (reprinted by Time, Inc. , 1962), vol. 2, p.635 

5. Morison, p. 636. 

6. Morison, pp. 627, 636. 

7. Benjamin Keen, tr. and ed. , The Life of the Admiral Christopher Columbus by /-!is Son 
Ferdinand (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press) , 1992, p. 273. 

8. Morison, p. 639. 

9. Morison, p. 629. 

10. Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Columbus (New York: Oxford Un iversity Press), p. 175. 

The photograph of Santa Gloria is from Samuel Eliot Morison and Maricio Obreg6n, The 
Caribbean as Columbus Saw It (Boston: Little Brown and Company), 1964. 
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ABOUT THE COVER OF THIS SOUVENIR BOOK 

The stamps reproduced on the cover are from the private 
collection of Joseph Scafotta, Jr., Secretary of the Christopher 
Columbus Philatelic Society (CCPS), an organization founded in 
1982. to promote the collection of stamps honoring Christopher 
Columbus. 

We are indebted to Mr. Scafetta for the following article. 

Columbus on Stamps 
The first postage stamp was issued in 1840. Columbus was firsl 

honored on a stamp in 1853 by Chile, a country in which he never set 
foot. In fact, 55 of the first 57 stamps issued by Chile during its first 
fifty years of issuing stamps honored Columbus. 

The second country to honor Columbus was another nation 
where he never landed, i.e., the United States of America, which issued . 
pictorial stamp in 1869. Columbus was the sixth man after Franklin, 
Washington, Jefferson, Jackson and Lincoln to appear on a U.S. stamp 
after the United States issued its first stamp in 184 7. The most famous 
set of U.S. stamps to honor Columbus was a set of 16 commemoratives 
issued in 1897. This set included the first woman to appear on a U.S. 
stamp in the person of the Spanish Queen Isabella who is shown on 
seven of the 16 stamps. This set was re-issued in 1992 for the 
quincentennial anniversary of the first landing of Columbus in America. 
The last U.S. stamp to honor Columbus was issued in 1993 for the soow 
anniversary of his landing on the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico. 

In the New World, countries explored by Columbus included th• 
Bahamas which issued its first set of stamps honoring him in 1942 for 
the 45ot1i anniversary of his first landfall on October 12, 1492. The 
Dominican Republic where Columbus made his first permanent 
settlements issued its first set of Columbus commemoratives in 1899. 

In the Old World of Europe, the countries most important to 
Columbus were Italy ·where he was born and Spain which sponsored his 
four westward voyages. Italy first honored Columb\J.s with a stamp in 
1932, three years after Spain had issued its first Columbus commemo
rative set. 

In 1995, the Christopher Columbus Philatelic Society (CCPS) 
published a checklist of over 4,000 stamps issued by 239 countries 
honoring Columbus si11ce 1853. 
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Most of these 239 countries had nothing to do with Columbus. 
They were merely attempting to cash in on the quincentetmial com
memorative stamp craze of 1992. However, the countries in the 
Carribean Sea, Central America and the northern tier of South America, 
many of which were explored by Columbus, have issued stamps honor
ing Columbus since the quadcentennial celebration of 1892. Some 
examples of stamps issued between 1892 and 1992 are shown on the 
back cover of this program. They include the stamps of Colombia, 
Grenada, Haiti , Panama, St Lucia, Trinidad and Venezuela, among other 
nations. 

If you are a stamp collector interested in the Columbus topic and 
if you want to learn more about the CCPS with its worldwide member
ship and its quarterly journal, you may telephone me for and application. 
As the CCPS Secretary for the past eight years, I handle the orientation 
for all new members . 
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N!AF 
The National Society of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution 
and the 

National Italian American Foundation 
are pleased to announce 

co-sponsorship in an 
essay contest featuring Christopher Columbus 

Contest is open to students 
of all ethnic and racial groups in grades 9 through 12. 

TOPIC 
2004-2005 topic is: 

"Christopher Columbus ~ Imperfect Hero·· 

PRIZE 
The prize for the national winncr is $1 ,200, paid transportation to Washington, D.C. with 
one parent, all financed by the National Italian American Foundation. In addition, 
housing will be provided for the winner and one parent while attending the celebration. 
The national winner must read the prize-winning essay at the Columbus Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. on Columbus Day (October 10, 2005), during ceremonies conducted 
by the National Columbus Celebration A5sociation. 

Tl1c prize for the second place national winner is $500, and the third place national 
winner will receive $300. 

Ji'ORM 
Essay is to be typewritten with .no more than 750 words. Essay must have a title page 
which includes student's full name, address, phone number, school, grade leYel, name of 
sponsoring DAR chapter and number of words in essay. Do not submit a photograph 
wirh e11try. 

NSDAR ADMINISTRA TJO.N OF CONTEST 
This contest will be administered by the NSDAR. 
For further infonnation about this contest contact: 

Martha Ann Hartzog, National Vice. Chairman, 
Christopher Columbus Essay Contest, American History Committee, NSDAR 

605 Pecan Grove Road, Austin, TX 78704-2507 *Phone: (512) 447-3881 
o.r .Office of the Historian .General, NSDAR 

1776 D Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006-5303 *Phone: (202) 879-3256 
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First Prize Essay. NJAF-NSDAR Essay Contest. 2003-
2004 

"A Day in the Life of Christopher Columbus the 
Explorer" 

By Monika Grzesiak 
Notre Dame Preparatory School, Grade l 0, Macomb Twp, Ml 

Sponsored by Stony Creek Chapter, NSDAR 
A bri ll iant sphere of neon has been flung violently against the 

pinkish sky up ahead, its abandoned specks of light illuminating my qui ll 
and parchment through the darkness. Above the tremu lous waters on 
which we sailed I see the dawn rising in majesty, ceremoniously unwind
ing rolling tufts of cotton from the pinks, yellows and purples of the 
heavens. It does so slowly and carefully, as if wishing to grant my weary 
men a few more hours of their blissful sleep, their first sleep on firm 
earth since we left Spain on the distant horizon. 

My body does not sleep, however, for my mind reels from 
restlessness as I try to fathom the happenings of these recent hours. 
caimot cat, for even now a coiling, morbid recollection of fear tightens 
around my stomach, a fear of death by sailors turned mutinous by the 
long months at sea. How close I was to losing my head, as it had been 
promised as compensation if lai1d was not sighted in three days . I can 
only think with relief of the moment a lad above the masts cried " Land 
Ahoy!" 

As commander of this expedition I led the men to shore. How 
strange it was to feel land beneath our feet after so many months at seal 
We placed a cross in the clay of the earth and gave thai1ks to our Lord. 
As we kissed the ground tears of gratefulness welled in the eyes of the 
husky sailors. 

Only after raising my eyes did I glimpse creatures in the trees, 
naked and inquisitive, though unmistakably human. They moved in 
procession, closer and closer to us. These must be the people of India, 1 
thought with wonder. Indeed, Indians. The leaders were identifiable by 
the bright colors painted across their dark-tones bodies, and they greeted 
us with gifts of maize and fruit. Such a warm salutation by these people 
was surely unanticipated by my men, but they quickly stepped back into 
the Pinta and found our items to trade . Emerging with gifts they offered 
necklaces to these Indian people as gifts of friendship . 

The Indians have disappeared into the trees, leaving as quietly as 
they came. J now find it perplexing that such si lence exists on the Asian 
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continent. Nature ' s hum resonates throughout the land, creating an 
atmosphere completely unlike that of bustling Spain. In the distance J 

sec only cone-shaped homes and smoke rising from the earth . Where 
arc the gold-roofed dwellings Marco Polo wrote of with such fervor? 
Where is the commotion of the Silk Road? I can only wonder what this 
continent holds. 

My men did not stir, though the dawn advances upon us with a 
steady rhythm. Meanwhile, I cannot help but marvel at the future, in its 
treasury a newly discovered westward route to India. The riches soon to 
be amassed by Spain arc incomprehensible I Also, in the privacy of my 
own journal, l wi ll not veil my exhilaration at the fortune that surely 
awaits me at King Ferdinand and Queen Jsabclla 's feet. 

This day has been assiduously awaited, but never did I doubt it 
would come. This is a day of glory for Spain' s praiseworthy monarchs, 
who unlike those of Portugal , believed in a chance on the horizon, and 
resolutely granted the funds and men to secure it. With this newly 
discovered westward link to the fortune of the Silk Road, a new dawn 
will arise in Spain, a dawn unlike that of any other, for with it will arise 
a gleaming sun twinkling of gold and silver. 

Bibliography 

"Christopher Columbus: Explorer and discoverer of America", 
Microsoft Internet Explorer. 3 November 2003 
<http://goofy3 l 3g.frcc. fr/calisota _ onlinc/cxist/columbus. html> 

"Christopher Columbus ... his gastronomic persona" . Castello Banfi 
Homepage. 3 November 2003 
<http ://vvww. castcllobanfi. com/features/story_ 3. html> 

"Just where did Columbus first sec the New World" . The Columbus 
Nacigation Homepage, 5 November 2003. 
<http://www l .mi1rn.netrkcithp/celandfi .htm> 

' ·Medieval Sourccbook: Christopher Columbus: Extracts from Journal" . 
Internet 

Medical Sourcebook, 5 November 2003 . 
<http/www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html> 

'The New World" . Washington State University, 4 November 2003 
<http://www.wsu.edurdee/REFORM/NEWWORLD.HTM> 
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Jlational ~ocietp 
1JBaug~terS' of tbe ~merican ~ebolution 

1776 D Street NW, Washington, DC 20006-5303 

The DAR is a women's volunteer service organization made up of approximately 
170,000 members with nearly 3,000 chapters located in all fifty states, the District of 
Columbia, Australia, the Bahamas, Bermuda, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Mexico, Spain, and the United Kingdom. 
On October 11, 1890, 18 women met officiall y to organize the NSDAR for historic, 
educational and patriotic purposes and it is now in its second century of service to the 
nation. Over 820,000 have been admitted to membership since 1890. 
The National Headquarters of the NSDAR is located in Washington, D.C. between 17•h 
and l 81

h and C and D Streets, N.W. It covers an entire city block across from the Ellipse 
and is two blocks from the White House. Two of the three buildings of this complex 
have been designated National Historic Landmarks. Memorial Continenta l Hall, the 
original building erected by the DAR, was dedicated in 1905, and now houses the DAR 
[genealogical] Library, one of the finest in the country, the DAR Museum Gallery and 33 
period rooms representing particular historic periods. Constitution Hall was designed by 
John Russe ll Pope and constructed in 1928-1929. The hall was primarily built to hold the 
OAR 's annual meeting, but from the beginning has been used for concerts, lectures and 
other performing arts events. 
The library and museum arc open to the public Monday through Friday 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
and Saturday 9:00 am-5 :00 pm. 

* * * 
From its inception, the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution has 
recognized a special bond with Christopher Columbus and Queen Isabella, Queen of 
Castile at the time Columbus' expedition sailed in 1492. During the formative period of 
the DAR, the summer and fall of 1890, the consistent intent was to organize the National 
Society formally on October 11, in order to recognize the anniversary of the discovery of 
America by Columbus and to pay homage to Queen Isabella who provided financial 
assistance to his expedition. Within a couple of years of its founding, the DAR decided 
to take active part in the World 's Columbian Exposition which was held in Chicago in 
1893 in commemoration of the 400'h anniversary of Columbus' discovery of America. 
The fascination of the DAR with Christopher Columbus has continued to be active 
throughout the 11 3 years since the National Society's founding in 1890. Over fifteen 
articles featuring Columbus have appeared in the DAR Magazine. At the time of the 
Columbus quincentennial celebration in 1992, the DAR formed a special committee 
which encouraged special state celebrations and projects to mark the occasion-all in an 
effort to publicize Christopher Columbus in the community. The committee produced a 
slide program "Discover Columbus, Discover America", and over 3,000 DAR members 
purchased a special DAR Columbus Quincentennial pin. Through fundraising efforts, the 
DAR raised over $4,000 that was contributed to the Columbus Chapel in Boalsburg, 
Pennsylvania. At the DAR headquarters a small exhibit was mounted in honor of 
Columbus. Four years after the 500'h anniversary of Columbus' arrival in the western 
hemisphere the DAR, once again, displayed its keen interest in honoring Columbus. In 
1996, the DAR joined with the National Italian American Foundation in sponsoring an 
annual essay contest focusing on Christopher Columbus. The DAR administers this 
contest, which is now open to students in grades 9-12. During the contest's first year 
over 1,700 students participated. This contest has enjoyed increasing popularity and 
annually thousands more students have been writing essays for this special, Columbus
oriented contest. 
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N!AF 

THE NATIONAL ITALIAN-AMERICAN 
FOUNDATION 

A non-profit organization in Washington, D.C. that is 
preserving the heritage of an estimated 20 million Americans 
ofltalian decent, the nation's .fifth largest ethnic group. 

The NAIF funds scholarships. internships, conferences . . 

and other programs; and promises closer cultura] and 
economic ties with ltaly. It also publishes AMBASSADOR 
Magazine. The onJy national magazine for Italian Americans. 

For a free copy of AMBASSADOR Magazine, call or write: 

The National Italian-American Foundation 
1869 Nineteenth Street, NW 

Washington DC 20009 
Telephone 202-387-0600 
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Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation 
is please to participate in the 

2004 Dedication of the Columbus Memorial 

1hc Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation is an independent Federal government 
agency established by Congress in 1992 to encourage and promote new discoveries in the 
visionary spirit of Christopher Columbus. 

The Foundation has developed Fr011tiers of Discovery- Work in Progress and Discover 
the F11ture programs that recognize "cutting edge" innovation, innovative ideas of 
America's youth, and honor teachers. 

The Work i11 Progress program will award the $50,000 Frank Annunzio Award for 
"cutting edge" innovation in the field of Science and Technology. The Homeland 
Security Awards honor innovative ideas that will fortify America's resolve to thwart 
terrorism at every level. 

Discover t/ie F11ture sponsors three programs. lbe (,'hristopl1er CfJ/umbus Awards 
encourage middle school students to find and solve a community problem using science 
and technology. The National Gallery for America's Young lflventors inducts six 
young inventors in grades K-12 into the National Gallery annually to preserve their 
innovations. The Freida J. Riley Teacher A.ward annually honors a teacher who works 
with a disability or teaches in an adverse working environment yet inspires students on a 
daily basis . 

For more information on the Foundation's programs, please visit: 
www.columbusfdn.org or call (315) 258-0090. 

Board of Trustees 
Robert J. Glovitz, Chairman John H. Kuhnle 
Lynda H. Scribante, Vice Chair 
Rosalyn Queen Alonso, former Chair 
Maria Pilar Aristigueta 

Maria Lombardo 
Stephen J. Moses 
Paul S. Polo, Sr. 

Arun Bhumitra 

Salvador Diaz.-Verson, Jr. 
Gerard D. DiMarco 
A. Michael Pe1ry 
John C. Pierce 

M. Joyce Van Schaack 

Tr11stee Emeriti 
Curtis Prins 
Joyce A. Savocchio, former Vice Chair 
William A. Seavey 
TI1omas K Thomas 

Executive Director 
Judith M. Shellenberger 

110 Genesee Street, Suite 390, Auburn, New York 13021 (315) 258-0090 
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CLOSING SONG (AUDIENCE) 
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d -------------God Bless America. 

Land lhal l love 
Stand beside her, and guide h er 

Thru the night with a light from above. 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 

To the oceans, white with fonm 
God bless America 

My home sweet home. 

Music POSTLUDE - "Stars and Stripes Forever" 
John Phillip Sousa 
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CIVIC CEREMONY 
Sponsored by 

NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCJ AT ION 
in cooperation with the 

U.S.DEPARTMENTOFTHEINTERIOR 
NATIONALPARKSERVlCE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA 

Monday - October 11, 2004 
COLUMBUS PLAZA - UNlON ST A TION 

Music PRELUDE ..................................... . ........ .......... .... .... 10:45 a.m. 
"The President ' s Own" 

United States Marine Band 
Captain Jason K. Fettig, conducting 

PosTJNC OFTllE CoLoRs .................................................... 11 :00 a.m. 
U.S. Armed Forces Honor Guard - Military District of Washington 
Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree Color Corps - Calvert Province 

Districts of Washington Archdiocese, Marylaud and Virginia 
PROCESSION 0 1" WREATH PRESENTERS 

Led by the Columbus Expeditionary Banner 
Mr. Vincent J. Reilly portraying Christopher Columbus 

NATIONAL ANTllEMs United States of America 
ltaly 

Spain 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

PLEDGE m· ALLEGIANCE: Col. William M. Mulvihill, 
Vice Supreme Master 4th Deg K of C 

INVOCATION: The Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, 
Chaplain, U.S. House of Representatives 

RETUllNG oro· THE CoLORs : U.S. Armed Forces Honor Guard 
WELCOME: Dr. David R. Curfman. President , NCCA 

Mr. Gentry Davis, Deputy Regional Director. 
National Capital Region, NPS 

REMARKS: Ambassadors of Diplomatic Corps 
Representative, Organization of American States 

READING OF PROCLAMATIONS 

From the President of the United States of America 
From the Mayor of the District of Columbia 

INTRO[)UCTION: NATIONAL YouT11 CoLUMuus EssAY CONTEST w1 NNrn 

SPONSORED JOINTLY BY 

The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
Mrs. Presley M. Wagoner, President General 

The National Italian American Foundation 
Mr. John B. Salamone, Executive Director 

Miss Monika A. Grzesiak, Macomb Township, Michigan 
"A Day in the Life of Christopher Columbus the Explorer" 
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MUSIC INTERLUDE: "Hands Across the Sea" 
John Phillip Sousa 

PRESENTATION 01" MEMORIAL WREATHS: 

National Columbus Celebration Association 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior 

Embassy of Italy 
Embassy of Spain 

Embassy of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 
Organization of American States 

Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation 
The National Italian American Foundation 

The Lido Civic Club of Washington 
Supreme Counci l, Knights of Columbus 

District of Columbia State Council , K of C 
Maryland State Council. K of C 
Virginia State Council , K of C 

Washington Council No. 224, K of C 
Supreme Council. Order Sons of Italy in America 

Roma Lodge, Order Sous of Italy in America 
Knights of Columbus Insurance Agency 

United States - Mexico Chamber of Commerce 
Hispanic Cultural Association of Maryland 

The Jamestown Society 
Society of Mayflower Descendants 

in the District of Columbia 
National Society of the Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims, 

District of Columbia Branch 
National Society Daughters of American Colonists 

National Society of the Sons of the American Colonists 
National Society Chi ldren of the American Colonists 

Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

District of Columbia DAR 
Maryland State Society D.A.R 
Virginia State Society DAR 

District of Columbia Society Sons of the American Revolution. 
National Society Children of the American Revolution 

The District of Columbia Society C.A.R. 
Boy and Girl Scouts of America and Campfire Youth 

Archdiocese of Washington 
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NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

The most prominent commemorative figure of Christopher Columbus in the 
nation's capital, the only U.S. jurisdiction named for Columbus, stands in 
a marble fountain setting in a plaza in front of one of the great landmark 
buildings in the city-- Union Station-- opposite the U.S. Capitol. Dedicated 
in 1912 before a crowd of nearly 20,000 individuals including President 
Taft and cabinet members, Supreme Court justices, members of the U.S. 
Congress, thousands of Knights of Columbus, and others, it has been a 
focal point for annual celebtations to honor the great navigator and 
discoverer. Over the decades the celebrations were held by various 
organizations. In 1934 Congress authorized and requested the President to 
issue an annual Columbus Day proclamation, and in 1968 declared 
Columbus Day a public holiday, commencing in 197 l . 

After that time there was a gradual evolution of planning, which 
involved the Knights of Columbus, Italian-American organizations, U.S. 
military organizations, the diplomatic c.orps--especially Italy, Spain, and 
The Bahamas-and the National Park Service. · fo. · 1989 these efforts 
culminated in the organization of The Washington Columbus Celebration 
Association, which has been responsible since then for the yearly 
Columbus Day event. The Association is governed by a board of directors 
elected by its general membership, with officers chosen annually by the 
board. 

The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of Columbus 
and his historic achievement in linking the Old Worl.d and the New, hut 
also the higher values that motivated and sustained him in his efforts and 
trials. These virtues--his faith, the courage of his convictions, dedication 
to purpose, perseverance in effort, professional excellence, and boldness in 
facing the unknown--are as appropriate today as they were in his time. The 
Association invites individuals and organizations who identify with these 
purposes to join the membership. (See a,pplication page 76) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

David R. Curfman, M.D., President 
John C. Moore, Founding Chainnan Emeritus 

Paul E. Biciocchi, Vice President 
Daniel J. Quagliare1lo, Treasurer 

Richard S. Aleksy, Secretary 

Peter R. Davio 
Leonard M. Durso 
Ben C. Filipczyk 

MEMBERS 
Raymond S . Honda 
Anthony.Leggio 
James P. McCusker 
ThomasJ: Hogan 

Honorary 

Stephanie Rov..ano 
Joseph Scafetta, Jr. 
William M. Mulvihill 

Gustav S. Weber Edward M. SuJHvan 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
+ THE NATIONAL COlUlJf/JlJS CllLEBRA110N ASSOCIATION expresses 
its sincere gratitude to the following for their timely efforts, both physical and 
tlnancild, for the success of this celebration.. 
+ GUSTAV S. ~VEBER, and Cf/RJS11NA SPRTNGER for production of the 
souvenir ceremony program book, and .JOHN C. MOORE for obtaining 
advertisements. 
•THE LIDO ClVJC CLUB OF WA..f:iHINGTON for their very generous contri
bution for color production of fue cover for this souvenir book 
•JOSEPH SCA FEIT! Jr. fur his artwork of stamps from his personal collection 
used for the cover of this souvenir book. 
• EDWARD At SULUVAN, Ph.D. for his extensive research and preparation of 
articles in the annual program book 
•, WJLUAM M. MULVTHILL, Vice Supreme Mls.ter,JOSEPH E.. MURTHA, 
Mast1o:r,ArchdioceseofWashington, JAMF,S P. McCUSKER, Master, Virginia 
District, and Cfl4Rl£,S fl. SMALLWOOD, District Marshall, for assembling and 
conducting fue Fourth Degree Color Corps of the Knights of Columbus. 
+ THOMAS L. GROPPEL, Director of Ceremonies and Special Events and 
Sgt/Maj W. BOYD SURRAT,, Military District of Washington for the U.S. Joint 
Military Service Honor Guard and planning arrangements for the United States 
Marine Band. 
• The National Park Service for preparing the site and for their support. 
RICHARD E. MERRYMAN. Chief of Park Programs, RANGER ROBBlNM 
OWEN, SEAN J KENNE4LY, Chief of Maintenance, Fl;OYD SMfl1l and Officers 
of U.S. Park Police. 
• USHER SERVICES provided by GEORGE70WN UNIVERSITY Council No. 
6375, CATHOLIC UNIVERSID' OF AMER/CA Council No. 9542, and GEORGE 
WASHINGTON UNWERSITY Council 13242, Knights of Columbus. 
+ MGySGT Wlll14.M A. PERRY, Operations Chief, for professional 
arrangements for the appearance of The Uo.ited States Marine Band 
+ MgySGT D. ~MICHAEL RESSLER, United States Marine Band, Chief Music 
Librarian, for his assistance in repertoire planning. 
• TI1e National Italian American Foundation, MR.. JOHN B. SALAMONE, 
Executive Director, for their financial support of the National Christopher Columbus 
fasay Contest 
• National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, retiring national officers 
MRS. LINDA TJNKER WATKINS. President General; MRS. BEVERLY 
WOODRUFF .JENSEN, Historian General, and MRS. SHIRLEY M O/l,KESON, 
National Vice-Oiainnan, National Christopher Columbus Essay Contest, for their 
devoted leadership and management of the contest. 
+BETH COlEMAN-DEEHAN, Director of Catering, and ELAINE McSWEENEY. 
Catering Sales Manager, Phoenix Parl< HoteL for hotel arrangements for the contestant 
winner and her fumily. 
+ TERRY J ADAMS, National Park Service, RAYMOND S. HONDA, Knights of 
Columbus, for providing photographic services and THOMAS E. GRUNST for 
archival videography. 
• TOlJRMOBTLE. CA.RlA BELL, Assist.ant Sales Director, for their generosity in 
providing transportation for the winner of.the Columbus Essay Contest and her family. 
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BIOGRAPHIES 
DR. DAVID R. CURF.MAN, a native of Ohio and a neurosurgeon in private 

practice in Washington, D.C., is serving his tenth year as president of the 
National Columbus Celebration Association. His devoted interest in Christopher 
Columbus goes back over several decades and in 1992 during the quincentenary 
of the great explorer's discovery was an invited guest accompanied by his wife 
for embarkation anniversary ceremonies in Spain and other commemoration 
events in Italy and later in the Commonwealth of The Bahamas. Dr. Curfman 
has held numerous professional and civic leadership positions in both the 
metropolitan area and at the national level along with several citations and 
commendation medals from military and civic organizations. He is a biographec 
in WHO'S WHO in MEDICINE and HEALTH CARE, WHO 'S WHO IN 
AMERICA, WHO'S WHO in the EAST, WHO'S WHO in SCIENCE and 
ENGINEERING, WHO'S WHO of EMERGING LEADERS JN AMERICA, 
WHO'S WHO in the WORLD, and WHO'S WHO (International) in MUSIC 
and MUSICIANS' DIRECTORY (Cambridge, England) 
CAPTAIN JASON K. FET1'JG, recently promoted to senior assistant director 

and executive officer of"The President ' s Own" The United States Marine Band, 
is a native of Manchester, New Hampshire. Captain Fettig received two bach
elor degrees from the University of Massachusetts Amherst , clarinet performance 
( 1997) and music education with an emphasis in conducting (1998) He contin
ued his post graduate studies in orchestra conducting with directors of the 
Springfield (MA), Cheyenne (WY) and Richmond (VA) symphonies. Prior to 
joining "The President's Own" in 1997 as a clarinetist Fettig was a musician and 
conductor of several distinguished music groups in New England. Jn 2000 he 
won first prize in the International Clarinet Association 's Young Artist Compet i
tion . Captain Fettig is in demand as a guest conductor, soloist and clinician. 
MONIKA GRZESIAK, the eighth annual winner of the national essay contest on 
a theme of Christopher Columbus was born in Ostrow Wielkopolski , Poland on 
General George Washington ' s birthday, February 22, 1988. She is the daughter 
of Christopher P. and Anna N. Grzesiak. Along with her parents Monika 
immigrated to the United States in 1990 and settled in Macomb Township, 
Michigan. She is currently a senior at Notre Dame Preparatory School in 
Pontiac, Michigan and travels forty-five miles each way to attend her classes. 
Monika excels in creative writing and music and attributes her compelling 
interest in composition to Mr. John Smith her seventh grade English literature 
teacher. From that time onward she has won several essay contests, had an 
original poem judged to receive a high award in a National High School Poetry 
Contest which was later nationally published in an anthology entitled "Inside of 
Me". She serves as associate editor of her high school newspaper and is 
president of the Writer 's Club in the Preparatory School. The talented high 
school senior plays keyboard in a jazz band, sings in her school and church 
choirs. As a member of the Optimist Club she performs community service and 
is a member of the National Honor Society. Monika's life 's goal is to become a 
fiction writer. She is one of four children having three brothers. 
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NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 
ASSOCIATION 

MEMBER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

GENERAL 
Nati onal Itali an-Ameri can Foundati on 

Nat ional Soc iety Daughters of the Ameri can Revo luti on 
L ido Ci vic C lub of Washin gton, D.C. 

Hispani c Cultura l Assoc iati on 
Holy Rosary Church (Ital ian Parish) 

National Soc iety Children of Ameri can Co loni sts 
George Wash ington Lodge No. 523 1 

Roma Lodge No. 7 1, O .S.I.A. 
Bladensburg Rotary Club 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Supreme Council 

Dist ri ct of Co lu mbia Stale Council 
Mary land State Council 
Virginia State Council 

Wash ington Counci l No. 224 
Keane Council No. 353 

Potomac Council 433 
Cardinal O'Boy le Council No. 11 302 

Washington Assembly 15 1, Fourth Degree 
Pr ince of the Church Assemb ly 2534, 4'11 Degree 

Harry J Canter Insurance Agency 
Fa ther 0' Keefe Assemb ly# 1 162 

Msgr. McMahon Assemb ly #2205 
Father Horace B McKenna SJ Counc il # 11 024 

Fath er Wa lter F. Ma ll oy Assemb ly 
COMMERCIAL 

Bob Grill , Genera l Contractor 
G ino Marinucc i , C.P.A ., P.C. 

Forum Properti es 
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HONORARY MEMBERS 

Archdiocese of Washington 
The United States Army Band 

"Pershing's Own" 
Col. L. Bryon Shelburne, Jr., Director 

The United States Marine Band 
"The President's Own" 

Col Timothy W. Foley, Director 

INDIVIDUAL 
Dorio Dean Elton Kemper, HPG-NSDAR 

James P. Kiernan, Ph.D., OAS 
Lloyd J. Ogilvie, D.D .. Chaplain. U.S. Senate 

Jose L. Restrepo. LL.D .. OAS 
Msgr. Roger C. Roensch. 

Director Bishops Office for U.S. Visitors to the Vatican 
Ana Maria Snell. Ph.D., University of Maryland 

Rafael Jover Y De Moro Figueroa 
Ambassador of Spain to Joma/ca 
Lindo Tinker Watkins, PG-NSDAR 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
FOUNDING CHAIRMAN EMERITUS 

John C. Moore, PSD, KofC 

DISTINGUISHED OFFICER MEDAL 
Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D .. PSD KofC 

DISTINGUISHED MEMBER MEDAL 
Gustav S. Weber, PSD, K of C 

DISTING UISHED SERVICE MEDAL 
Alfred M. Rotondaro, Ph .D. 

COUNSEL EMERITUS 
Richard J. Higgins, Esq. 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

Richard S. Alesky 
William B. Alexander V 
Florence O. Anderson 
Raymond Anselmo 
Dominick F. Antonelli. Jr. 
Edward P. Ashe 
Paul E. Blclocchi 
Joyce M. Bockemuehl 
Wadsworth S. Branch 
Richard P. Bronson 

Helen Brooks 
Wiiiiam H. Brown Ill 
Harry J. Canter 
Anthony Cantalupo 
John Copozzl 
Dino J. Caterini 
Richard Ceccone 
G. Pina Cicala 
J. Kemp Cook, PSD, KofC 
Joseph H. Cordes 
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Katharine Clayton Crittenberger 
Maj .Gen. Willis D. Crittenberger. Jr., 
USA 
Blanche L. Curfman 
David R. Curfman. M.D. 
Lt. Col. Lucio D'Andrea, Ret'd . 
Peter Davia 
S. Perry Davis, M.D. 
Shel la H. Davis 
Enrico Davoll 
Dona DeSancti s 
Curtis C. Deane 
Peter Arrott Dixon 
RaymondT. Donohoe 
Timothy G. Donovan 
Dino Joseph Drudi 
Leonard M. Durso 
Moreen Walker Duvall 
Millicent E. Duvall 
Col. Wilfred L.Ebel, A.U.S. 
Paul D. Elgart 
Thomas C . Etter, Esq . 
Joseph A Fernandez 
Ben C. Fllpczyk 
Col. Richard S. Flahaven 
G. M . "Gus· Gallagher 
Col. Charles H. Gallina, SS, KofC 
Peter D. Gervais 
Estella M. Gonzales 
Ronald P. Gorman 
Walter A Hawkins 
Richard G. Head 
Juanita M . Helmer 
Frank L. Z. Hert Sr. 
Richard J . Higgins, Esq . 
John M. Hiiiiard 
Martha V. Hilton 
Thomas J. Hogan, PSD. KofC 
Raymond S. Honda 
Harry T. Jackson. Jr .. PSD KofC 
Col. Andrew M. Johnson, AUS 
Robert A Kengla 
William D. Kenney 
James Patrick Kiernan, Ph .D. 
Thomas 8. Lank. PFN, KofC 
Anthony Leggio 
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John Magnani 
Gino Marinucci 
Russell D. Maske 
James P. McCusker.PSD,KofC 
Barrett L. McKown 
John C . Moore, PSD, KofC 
T. Eric Morslcato 
Wllllam M . Mulvihil l. VSM, KofC 
Peter F. Nostrand 
Rev. Richard Libby 
Capt. J. Phillip London, USN 
Josephine V. Nunnenkamp 
John B. Oliva 
Chev. Wayne E. Parthun, K.L.J. 
Nicholas M. Petruzzelli 
Angelo A. Puglisi 
Nicholas M. Petruzzelli 
Daniel J. Quagliorello 
Daniel L. Quaid. Jr. 
James K. Raywalt 
Stephanie Razzano 
James Rodriquez 
Jose N. Rodriquez 
Col. Eric Rogo 
Alfred M. Rotandaro, Ph.D. 
Charles L. Russo 
Gabriel 0 . Saavedra 
Joseph Scafetta. Jr .. Esq 
Louis J . Scaifari 
Frank R. Shaw, Jr. PSD. KofC 
Richard L. Sherbert, Jr., PSD. KofC 
Rita W. Smith 
Thomas E. Smith, Jr 
Rev. Dr. Frank Maco. Spindler 
Kall Anne King Stern 
Edward M. Sullivan, PhD, PSD,KoC 
Anthony R. Tringale, C .L.U. 
Patricia Scruggs Trolinger 
Stephen J . Upton 
John R. Urciolo 
Agnes E. Vaghi 
Joseph P. Vaghi, Jr. 
Gustav S. Weber, PSD, KofC 
Lloyce Ann West 
Lawrence West 
Rev. Charles Zanoni. C .S. 



Souvenir stamp sheet commemorating the four 
voyages of Christopher Columbus 

We proudly celebrate the quincentennial 
of cotnpletwn of four voyages of 

discovery to the "New World" by the 
Great Explorer and Navigator 

Christopher Cohunbus 
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"The President's Own'' 
United States Marine Band 

For over two centuries, "The President's Own" United States Marine Band 
has been par1 of the events that have shaped our national heritage. On June 8, 
1912, the Marine Band, with President William Howard Taft, participated in the 
unveiling of the Columbus Memorial Fountain, providing ceremonial music 
during the official ceremony. Like the TMnuments the Marine Band has helped 
dedicate, its continued presence in American life stands as a symbol of the 
traditions and ideals on which our country was founded. 

Established by an act of Congress in 1798, the Marine Band is America's 
oldest professional musical organization. lts primary mission is unique-to 
provide music for the President of the United States. 

President John Adams invited the Marine Band to make its White House 
debut in the still-unfinished Executive Mansion on New Year's Day, 1801. In 
March that year, the band performed for the inaugural oflhomas Jefferson and 
has perfonned for every Presidential inaugural since that time. 

In Jefferson, the band fmmd its most visionary advocate and friend. An 
accomplished musician himself, Jefferson recognized the unique relationship 
between the band and the Chief Executive by giving the Marine Band the title, 
"The President's Own". 

Whether perfotnling for South La\.\'11 arrival ceremonies, State Dinners, or 
receptions, Marine Band musicians appear at the White House more than 200 
times each year. Additionally, the band participates in more than 400 public and 
official performances annually, including concerts and ceremonies throughout 
the Washington, DC, metropolitan area. Each fall, the band travels through a 
region of the United States during its concert tour, a century-old tradition started 
by the band's legendary 17"' Director, John Phillip Sousa. 

As Director from 1880-1892, Sousa brought "The President's Own" to 
unprecedented levels of excellence and shaped the band into a world-famous 
musical organization. During his tenure, the band was one of the first .musical 
ensembles to make sound recordings. Sousa also began to >'.rrite the marches 
that earned him the title "The March King." 

"The President's Own continues to maintain Sousa's standard of 
excellence. Marine Band musicians are selected at auditions much like those of 
major symphony orchestras. Auditionees perform behind a screen to ensure 
anonymity. The audition committee makes it selection based on musical 
graduates of our nation's finest music schools, often holding advanced degrees 
in music. More than 90 percent serve with the Marine Bad for 20 or more years. 

As .America's oldest professional musical organization, the Marine Band's 
omnipresent role in events of national importance has made it part of the fabric 
of American life. As President Ronald Reagan said, "Whether serenading 
Adams or Jefferson, accompanying Lincoln to Gettysburg, or performing here at 
the White Hose, the Marine Band has become a national institution and a 
national treasure." 
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Congratulations 
from 

The Razzano Family 

Stephanie and Frank 

Ruby and Joseph 

Barbara and Francis 

Catherine and Tom 
October 12, 2004 

Gon BLESS AMERICA 

GtNO MARlNUCCI C.P.A., P.C. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

GINO MARINUCCI CPA 

ANTHONY G. MARINUCCI CPA 

0 (301) 942-2266 
F (301) 942-1206 
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· Statue of Christopher 
Colwnbus erected in the 
courtyard of Holy Rosary 

. ~hurch, Washington, DC. 

The inscription on the statue reads 
as follows: 

CRlSTOFORO COLOMBO 
This monument erected on the 

occasion of the 1992 Quincentenrtial 
Jubilee celebrating the discovery of 
America. pays tribute to Cristoforo 

Colombo .and his.seafiu'ing companions. 
rheir bold voyage led to a historic 

encounter between the European world 
and the Americas A turnillg p<iint in 

Wcstem Civilization, this event paved 
the wiiy for :thCspreuding ofthe 

Gos.pel and thC establishment of a 
society ;mchortd on the principles of 

Christian Jove and holiness. 
1492 - 1992 



IN MEMORY 

OF 

NICK G. CATUCCI 

THE PAST DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDER OF CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS 

THE MILITARY and 
HOSPITALLER ORDER 

of SAINT LAZARUS of JERUSALEM 
Grand Priory of America 

WAYNE EARLE PARTHUN, KCLJ, KMLJ, SCLJ, BrMLJ 
CHIEF MARSHAL 

HONORING DR. DAVID CURFMAN 

6506 W. Fairfield Ave. Home: (708) 749-3864 
Berwyn, 11 60402-3539 Fax: (708) 749-4139 
USA e-rnall: parthunCprodigy.nat 

PHONE BUS: 301-050-0951 
FAX: 301-262-6304 

E-MAIL: QUAGSR@AOL.COM 

Daniel J. Quagliarello, FICF, LUTCF 
Field Agent 

AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
KN IGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
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B.A.SUJCA OF THE NATH)NAL SHRINE 
OF TlIE HvUviACULATE CC)NCEPTH)N 

Reverend Monsignor Jvlichael J. Bransfield. Rector 

is pleased to join in honoring 

Christopher Colt1n1bus 
for his courage, faith, and apostolic zeal, 

as well as for his devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

I 
I 

400 Michigan Avenue Northeast ! 
Washington, District Qf Columbia ! 

<--........ .?9.?.~ .. ?..?.?.~ -~-~_Q_Q _____ www. nation a !.~-~E~~-~:-~.?.-~ ........... .J 
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IN MEMORIAM 

MSGR. GENO BARONI 

HIS LEGACY 

Italian-American Priest 
and 

Human Rights Leader 

Founder 
National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs 

First President 
National Italian-American Foundation 

Son of Italian Immigrants 

Requiescat in Pace 
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IN MEMORIAM 

NAIF MOURNS PASSING 
OF 

FORMER BOARD MEMBER 

The NAlF mourns the passing of Agnes Vaghi , one of the founding 
members of the Foundation. Vaghi. who was a long time member and former 
secretary of the NAIF board of directors, died February IO. Vaghi served on a 
myriad of committees and boards during her distinguished career including the 
Christopher Columbus Foundation and the Italian Cultural Society. 

Born in Punxsutawney Penn. , Vaghi earned a bachelor of science 
degree in education from Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP), and in L 997 
received the IUP distinguished alumni award. Vaghi worked al the War Produc
tion Board from 1942-1945 before working as information specialist for the 
Senate Small Business Commillee. A writer. her work was published in numer
ous publications including The Washington Post and The /~\ 1ening Star. Re
cently, NIAF 'sAMBASSA DOR Magazine published Vaghi's in-depth story on 
Constantino Brumidi, the artist of the Capitol. 

Vaghi is survived by her husband, Joseph, her four sons, Msgr. Peter, 
Vincent , Nino and Joseph Ill, sister, Nina Biederman, and six grandchildren. 
Theresa , Vincent Jr. , Francesca, Elizabeth, Joseph IV and John. 

Contributions may be made lo the Agnes E. Vaghi/Cornaro Scholarship 

Fund al NlAF (1860 J 91l' St. NW, Washigton, DC, 20009). 

53 



BEST WISHES TO THE 
NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 

ASSOCIATION 
COLUMBUS DAY OCTOBER 11, 2004 

THE NEW WORLD SALUTES COLUMBUS ON THE 512TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

LEONARD AND NoRA DuRso 

Maria J. Smith, cppn.1 

Firn l Vic.; Prc::sid1.m l 
Fiuancia / A d visor 

~ 

MorganStanley 

1737 K ing S tred, Su ite JOO 
A lexandr ia. V.A. 22 .> 14 

Toll rree 888-747-3669 
tel 70JOSJ5-8J 12 
fax 703-535-8383 

"Let me take care ofyQ!!.rfuture." 

ni.ari.a.$mirh@.:'nwrg;\n~ran1q'.com 

Best Wishes 
from the members of 

The George WashingtonLodge 
No. 2038 

Order Sons of Italy in America 

The officers and members of the 
George Washington Lodge join 

in celebrating the 512th anniversary 
of the discovery of the New World 

by Christopher Columbus 
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FORUM PROPERTIES, INC. 

REAL ESTATE 

PAUL E. BICIOCCHI 

PRESIDENT 

CABIN JOHN SHOPPING CENTER 
7825 TUCKERMAN LANE - SUITE 201 

POTOMAC, MD 20854 

301-299-1199 - (FAX) 301-299-1081 
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Capitol Hill's 
Premier Choice 

for your 
Special Occasion! 

-ltey:ry Sinofe/<Dou6/iJ cJ@om c1, Cl'entnouse Suites -
-<PrWate <Dining ~oms avaifa.5(e for ~ceptions, 
~hearsal <Dinners and a{( Speciaf Occasions! 
Visit ourwe6site www.plioenqpar{liotelcom 

or call (202) 638 6900 and ask.far Caterino 

The Phoenix PaRk Hotel 
S'.20 N. Capitol St., N.W. 
Washington, DC .20001 

.2 Blocks to the US Capitol 

Mention this ad a11d receive tumdown service witli 
Baileys Irislt Cream a11d Irish Chocolates 
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In Honor of tbe 

Grt:at Discoverer 

Christop/Jer Colambll8 

from tbe 

Officen md Members 

of 

~!£+%.# 
Wadu~/,0.B. 
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The 
Bladensburg 
Rotary Club 
salutes the 

93rd Columbus 
Day Celebration! 

and 

Congratulates 
Rotary International 

on 
100 Years of 

Service to the World! 
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Best Wishes For A Most Successful 
Columbus Day Celebration 

MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL 
Knights of Columbus 

Ronald B. White 
State Deputy 

Edgar D. Haynes 
State Secretary 

Peter Davio 
State Advocate 

Rev. Patrick Tonry, S.M. 
State Chaplain 

Richard V. Siejack 
State Treasurer 

William C. Kuchmas, III 
State Warden 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA STATE COUNCIL 

Knights of Columbus 
Established in the Year of Our Lord 1899 

Carrying the Cross of Christ with the Fire of the Holy Spirit! 

Celebrating Our Patron: 
Christopher Columbus ... 
Navigator, Explorer and 
Evangelizer! 

DCSC Officers, Staff, and DDs for 2004-2005: r ................................................ ........... ~ ........... .......... ................. .......... .. ................................... -.... ................. ~. . .. . ...... . . . ... ... .... ...... ! 
State Chaplain .. .... .... .... .. ..... .. .... . . 
Associate State Chaplain .... ......... . 
Associate State Chaplain ...... .... .... . 

State Deputy ....... ... ... ............. ... . . 
State Secretary .... ............ .. ..... ... . 
State Treasurer ..... ... ... .... .. .. ... ..... . 
State Advocate .... ... ........ ....... ..... . . 
State Warden ... .. ..................... .. .. 
Immediate Past State Deputy .. ..... . 
State Executive Secretary .... .. ........ . 
Exec Assistant to the State Deputy .. . 
Membership Director .... .. .. .... .... ... . 

District Deputy #1 ... ... .... .... ..... .. .... . 
District Deputy #2 .... ..... ..... .. .... .. ... . 

, District Deputy #3 ...... ... ........ . .. .. .. .. 
! District Deputy #4 ... ... .. .. .... ...... .. ... . 

Rev. Eric Zimmer, S.J. 
Rev. Everett Pearson 
Rev. Clement St. Jacques, S.A 

Col. Charles H. GaHina USMC/Re!. 
Peter D. Gervais 
Gerald V. Hall 
Lawrence E. Laurion, Jr. 
James "Eddie" Oxford, Jr. 
Anthony I. Colbert 
George Hanna. PSD 
Raymond S. Honda 
Franklin B. W. Woodbury 

Peter A. Gabauer, Jr. 
Col. Andrew E. Weeks, USA/Ret. 
Henry T. Hinnant 
Franklin B. W. Woodbury 

'···· ··· ·-·· ...... ... .... .. .... ... . . ....... ... ... ... . ... ....... ........ .......... . ... . , ........ , ..... ~ · ·· · ···· .. ... ...... ..... .. .. ... ..... .... .. .. ·· -· · ···· ............... ...................................... i 

,-·••• •••••··-.. ...,-~~--...---· "w•.......,.....,, .• __ _ 

' ' i Home Jurisdiction of 
l Supreme Knight Cart A. Anderson 
'--·····---·----- ---
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Best Wishes 
from the 

Virginia State Council 
Knights of Columbus 

Raymond A. Wycofl' 
State Deputy 

Rev. Edward L. Richardson, SMA 
State Chaplain 

Rev. Frank Ready 
Associate State Chaplain 

Michael J. Lazzuri 
State Secretary 

Isaias '4Cy'' Alba 
State Advocate 

Gary A. Gamcsik 
State Treasurer 

Leonardo P. Pulizzi 
State Warden 

Richard G. Head 
Immediate Past State Deputy 
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Knights of Columbus 

• 
. 
. 

. 

. 
' ' 

Congratulations 
to the 

NATIONAL 

COLUMBUS 

CELEBRATION 

ASSOCIATION 

St. Anthon3 Councff #+ 17 

); 
_.;,... ··'"'·, .. 

·. :. · ... :· --:-.;_.--· 

ON THIS HAPPY OCCASION OF HONORING 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AND HIS GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS 

Chaplain 

Grand Knight 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Chancellor 
Recorder 
Financial Secretary 
Treasurer 
Lecturer 
Warden 
Advocate 
Inside Guard 
Outside Guard 
Trustees 

Msgr. Richard W. Burton 

George W. Ma1tin 
Carroll Wood 
George R. Brown, FST 
Pierre Cmtchfield 
Charles A. Brown, Sr. 
Joseph A. Russell 
David L. Merriweather 
Gregory F. Hawkins 
Harry T. Jackson, Jr., PSD 
William C. Smith 
Joseph R. Dean 
James M. Toliver, PSD 
Harry T. Jackson, Jr., PSD 
Theodore Hudson 
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........................... ······ ... 
~. . 
4 ·I 

~ AMANDA'S ~ • • : ARRANGEMENTS : 
I I 

• .. 
• 
4 
I 

301-384-4620 • .. 
• 
4 

3330 ROUTE 198 I 
•4 BURTONSVILLE, MARYLAND 20866 

1
4 

• • 
; Full service florist ; 
4 fruit baskets & balloons • 
• I . • custom arrangements , 
• delivery & wire services • 

• wreaths • • • .. .. 
• • .. 4 

• • 
~ OOUNIRY ~ 
• NURSERY • I I 
t 3330 SPENCERVILLE RD t 

4 BURTONSVILLE, MARYi.AHO 4 

~ 301-421~9593 ~ 

• • • • 
: COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER : 

I I 

• • • • ...................... ~ ............. . 
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Capitol Hill's 
Premier Choice 

for your 
Special Occasion! 

-Lu.zy,ry Sinofe/<Doufjk ~om et. CJ:>ent!Wuse Suites -
- <Private (J)ini11fJ <.Rpoms avaifa6k for <.R/ceptions, 

<BJ/i.earsa( ©inners an/ a/I Special Occasions! 
'V'irit ourwe6site www.pfwenixpar{fiote[com 

or call (202) 638 6900 ant! askfor Cateri111J 

The Phoenix PaRk Hotel 
~ .20 N. Capitol Sf.,. N. W. 
Washington, DC .20001 

.2 Blocks to the US Capitol 

Mention this ad and receive turndown service with 
Baileys Irish Cream and Irish Chocolates 
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Prince of the Church Assembly 2534 

Knights of Columbus 
District of Columbia 

L I ome /1ssemb!y ef: 
Supreme Knight Carl /1. /111der.ro11 (PSO-OC PGK) 

Depury Charles Ca!l/11a, SO, 1 DO,PCK-CPl 'N-C 
Stale 

l •'aithful Navigator - SK Lawrence l ~- Laurion, Jr., PG K 
l'aith ful Captain - SK Larry Owens 

Faithful Admiral - SK Franklin B. W Woodbury 
PFN DD rs 

' ' 
Faithful Pilot - SK Richard P. Branson 

Faithful Scribe - SK Vincent Reilly 
Faithful Comptroller - SK George I Ianna, Sr. 

PPM, PSD,PGK, I•'DD 
l •'aithful Purser - SK Raymond I Jonda, PGK 

Faithful Inner Sentinel - SK Thomas I Jaw kins 
Faithful Outer Sentinel - SK John J. Dugan · 

Faithful Trustees 
1 - SK Col. Charles 1 I. Gallina SD, FDD, PGK-C, PFN-C 

2 - SK Gustav S. Weber, PSD, PGK 

3 - J. Kemp Cook, PSD, PPN, PGK 
Color Corp Commander - SK Larry Owens 

Vice ColorCorps Commander - SK Virgil Williams, GK 
Assembly Meets at 7:30p.m. on the 3rd Monday of each 

Month in the Parish IIall of St. Dominic - 630 E St. SW 
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II 

THE KNIGHTS ~« PROTECTING FAMILIES 
0 f c 0 L u M ll i; s ~;,i _ FOR GENERATIONS'' 

Bes/ Wishes and (ongra/11/alions 

From the Harry J. Canter Agency 
Knights of Columbus Insurance 

to 

II 

THE NATIONAl COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE 92ND ANNUAL 

COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION 

SUPREME INSURANCE DIRECTOR 

HARRY J. CANTER, MBA, FICF 
301-262-4300 

Robert J Callaway. FICF. LUTCF 
Robert J Canter, Jr, FICF, LUTCF 
Roben J Canter, Sr, FICF, LUTCF 
Jack F. Craig, FICF , LUTCF 
M. Ennis Dodd, FIC 
John K Fenwick, FICF, PGK 
Brian C. Graham, FIC. CLU, CHFC 

! IELD AGENTS 

W1ll1am J. Guinane 
Robert A. Monagan, FIC, PGK 
Richard J Morin, FICF, LUTCF, PGK 
Patrick B. McAleer, FICF , PGK 
Dan J. Ouagliarello, FICF, LUTCF, PGK 
Alfred A. Rocca , FICF. LUTC 
David M. Thomas, FICF 

Do not get left bet11nd! 
Planning for your retirement starts today' 

Call your field agent to learn more about retirement and estate planning' 
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iCG 
INSURANCE CONSULTING GROUP 

12813 DOGWOOD HILLS, #222, FAJRFAX, VA 22033-3249 

BENEnTS-BY-DE~GN 

ANTHONY R. TRfNGALE, CLU 
PRINCIPAL 

BUS. (703) 802-2220 IF AX (703) 802-2222 

(800) 5 I 8-0222 

ESTATE PLANNJNG 
RETIREMENT STRATEGIES 

EMPLOYEE AND EXECUTIVE BENEFIT PLANS 
WWW. icgbenefits. com 

• 
Knights of Columbus 

Our Lady of Victory Council #11487 
District of Columbia 

Congratulations 
and 

Best Wishes 
for a Most Successful 

Columbus Day Celebration 
Council Officers 2004-2005 

Chaplain, Rev. Paul D. Lee Warden, U. Robert Whalen 
Inside Guard, Fred Rasario 
Outside Guard, W. H. Monagan 
Trustees: 

Grand Knight, Malcom B. Hollensteiner 
Deputy Grand Knight, Patrick A. Burke 
Chancellor, Nelson M. Morais 
Recorder, Darrin P. Sobin 
Treasurer, James E. Lonergan 
Advocate, Stephen C. Schott 

Lawrence E. Laurion, FFD, PGK 
George H. Butler, Sr. 
Carl A. Linden 

Financial Secretary, Raymond S. Honda, PGK 
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BOB GRILL 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR, INC. 

9817 Lanham-Severn Road Lanham, Maryland 20706 

Experienced Professional Craftsmen 
Providing Quality Workmanship In All Types of 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
CONSTRUCTION 

NEW - ADDITIONS - REMODELING 
CONCRETE - FOUNDATION REPAIR 

INDRUSTIAL - OFFICES - CHURCHES 

QUALITY & SATISFACTION 

Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

301-577-7768 or 301-577-8955 

License No. 5959 
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LIDO CIVIC CLUB 
OF 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

est. 1929 
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it(11igl1t11 of <!Jolun-rb11g 
.Jln1111aculate U:o11cl!ptilllt 8J1ri11e Q!o1111ril #4944 

1Jllao/7i11gll11t, II. QI. 
Congratulates the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 
on the 512111 Anniversary of the 

National Columbus Memorial Fountain 
Council Officers 

Chaplain 
Grand Knight 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Chancellor 
Recorder 
Financial Secretary 
Treasurer 
Advocate 
Warden 
Guards 

Trustees 

Rev. Clement St. Jacques 
Walter A. Hawkins 
Marcellino C. Borges 
Roosevelt M. Damcls 
Benjamin Thompson 
Freddie T. Johnson 
Joseph L. Bowser 
Sidney Anderson 
Edward Lyles 
Edward V:.1• Sockwell 
I loward E. Brown, Jr. 
Paul M. ~:ashington 
Tolulope A. Odunlami 
Jasper V.1cx)dy 

LEE Funeral Home 
AND CREMATORIUM one o,(the Washington Metropolira11 Area's Oldest and Finest Homes. owned 

w1d Operated by the Lee Famrly_(or over /(,(}years. Esrablished 1836 
Beautifi1I Chapel, Ample. f'urking Space 

LEE Funeral Home, Inc. 
6633 Old Alexander ferry Road, Clinton MD 20735 

301-868-0900 301-855-0888 
8125 Southern Maryland Blvd., Owings MD 20736 

1 ~·~1 
~u_J THE CITIZENS NA I IONAL BANI< 

Alexandra E. Good 
Assistant Vice President 

311 O Gracefield Road • Silver Spring, Marytand 20904 
301-586-8015 

Attll l atc Morclll11tllo Bank"hn<a!i COfpornition 
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TERMITE AND PEST CONTROL 
C M Exterminators, Inc. 

5507 Landover Rd. 

Hyattsville, MD 20748 

301-779-1515 

"We Treat Your Home, Like We Would Our Own" 

COL. CHEV ANDREW MARTIN JOHNSON, GCT J 

The Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem 

1200 South Monroe Street 
Arlington, VA 22204-42 I 9 

I 1.11\~'-h .._..,ldll:llh 

**********************~ 

(703) 892-4247 
email: amjohnson@juno.com 

POLISH LEGION OF AMERICAN VETERANS, USA 
OF.PAR~NT OF WASHINGTON, D.C./ MARYLANDNIRGINIA 

/,- -- \ "Unity with Heritage" ; ·- c,).-

~ 
~1 ~~ l .1.1·..,1. .unonllwT1.uhtinn' I~--- ~ 
.. , . ~i..· 'J "'f;.;. -~ \Uhll\.:1111111 111,11\' \ 'Cl c..· 1.111' \\' l'• hlll !! It' ,, 

' "- • ...,. p1 111 l'l .. '\V \o\1
.i .., ll111 g 11111 . I>( ' l'o .., t l (JI 

4'
'-.. .... ~ 11 1 H . tlt1111n1 !.. Po .., t '1 ()1) p h.·.l ~l .... u 11t.1U • w~1·d p lbhr 

..... ~r Sf~IC'Sll\lll'(()fnlt'r 
" f;ett(' " at 3fJJ -271J-fJ7 I l N < '( ";\ 1111 ·111/n ·1 

E"J!"'"' Pawllltn~ltl 
Stat~ Cr,,,u.u111tlt>r GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

l k n 1··1np1·:,1·J. • . \ '1111c- 1'r1'11M1r.·r 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE 

NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 
ASSOCIATION 

• 

PRINTING 

ST. CYPRIAN'S COUNCIL 10008 
COUNCIL OFFICERS 

Chaplain Rev. Msgr. T. Ansgar Laczko 
Grand Knight Lindsey N. Green Jr. 

Deputy Grand Knight Franklin R. Smith Jr. 
Financial Secretary Anthony I. Colbert, IPSO 
Chancellor Anthony J. Miah 
Recorder William Prescott 
Warden Louis A. Beander 

Trustee 3 yr 
Trustee 2 yr 
Trustee I yr 
Inside Guard 

Advocate 
William J. Middleton Sr. 

Lawrence J. Sanders 
Philip L. Whitlock 

Ray. M. Bierria 

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY 
PRINTING "FOR THE JOB YOU NEEDED YESTERDAY" 

MINUTEMAN 
PRESS® 

Where Quality & Service 
Make The Difference 
COPYING DIGITALSERVICE 

*Full Color Printing 
*Newsletters 
*Flyers 
*Letterheads 
*Business Cards 

*High Speed Copying *Digital Printing 
*Color Copying *Digital Output 
*Digital Copying *Graphic Design 

*Forms Tel: (301) 868-2141 •Fax: (301) 868-3073 
*Brochures 7369 Old Alexandria Ferry Rd., Clinton, MD 20735 
*Annual Reports MinutemanPress.Clinton@comcast.net 

www .clin ton.minuteman press.com 
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Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle Council 
Knights of Columbus Council Number l 1302 
630 E Street, S. W. \ Washington, DC 20024 

Proud Member of the NCCA since 1995 

Celebrating our Patron: Christopher Columbus 

Chaplain ........ ......................... . 
Grand Knight. ... .. ......... .... .... ... . 
Deputy Grand Kn ight ...... .. .... .. . 
Chancellor ... ..... ..... .. ....... ...... . . 
Recorder .. ... ......... ... .... .......... . . 
Treasurer ... ... ..... ..... .. ............. . . 
Finan"Cial Secretary .. ......... ... .. . 
Warden ... ... ... ... ............. ...... ... . 
Inside Guard ... .... .... ....... .. .... .. . 
Outside Guard ...... .............. . 
Trustee ...... ... .... ........ ..... ...... . 
Trustee .. .. .. ... ......... .. ............ . 
Trustee .. ..... ... . .. ..... ....... ........ . 

Rev. Jonathan Kalisch, O.P. 
Travis Deti 
Vacant 
Richard P. Branson . FDD 
Dennis O'Nelll 
John Dugan 
Mauro Farninelli 
Vacant 
Warren Farninell i 
Mario Mirarchi 
Peter D. Gervas, SS, FOO, IPGK 

Peter A. Gabauer, Jr. 
Frank D. Chesley 

The Kniglit.11 of C(J/umbus 

Compliments of 
Washington Council # 224 

Kiughts of Columbus 
GRAND KNOGHT DAVID POORE 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT GEORGE SITGRAVES 
CHANCELLOR CHRISTOPHER CRANE 
RECORDER J. FRANCIS LEE, PGK 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY ROBERT H. LACEY Ill , PGK 
TREASURER DREW GORMAN 
LECTURER JOHN C. MOORE, PSD 
ADVOCATE MARK MILOSCH 
WARDEN DAVID A. TAYLOR, PGK 
GUARD MAURICE MANN 
GUARD BRIAN MADIGAN 
TRUSTEE (3R0 YEAR) BEN FILIPCZYK, PGK 
TRUSTEE (2N° YEAR) PHIL BRANCH 
TRUSTEE (Fr YEAR) JOHN C. MOORE, PSD,PGK 
AUDITOR JOHN KUCHENBROD 
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WASHINGTON ASSEMBLY NO. 151 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

OLDEST ASSEMBLY IN THE ARCHDIOCESE 
(Esablished April I, 19 12) 

Participating in its ninety-third appearance at the celebration 

SALUTES AND EXTENDS 

FRATERNAL GREETINGS 

AND BEST WISHES 

TO THE N.C.C.A. 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
92ND ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE UNVEILING OF 
THE COLUMBUS 
MEMORIAL 

Faithful Jiriar Rev. Clement St. Jacques, S.A/ 
Faithful lav igator Lawrence B. West, l•'SW 
l'aithful Captain Marcellino C. Borges 
Faithful Pilot Venantius Onunaku, PG K 
Faithful Admiral Frank R. Shaw, PSD 
l •'ai~hfu l Scribe J•'.rnestT Boykin, GK 
Faithful Comptroller James M. Toliver, PSD 
Faithful Purser Edwin V. Laws, Sr. 
Faithfu l Inner Sentinel Pau l Williams, Jr. 
h1ithful Outer Sentinel Gregory FI Iawkins 
Faithful O uter Sentinel David I. Merriwether 
Faithful Trustee (3 yr) Roosevelt M. Daniels, l"DD 
l'aithful Trustee (2 yr) James E. Oxford, Jr., PL•N, SW 
h1ithful Trustee (1 yr) Rev. Mr. James E. Brown 
Commander, Color Corps Leonard Washington, Sr., PFN 
Lt. Cmdr., Color Corps Reginald B. Stewart, Sr., PPN 
Lt. Cmdr., Color Corps James E. Oxford, Jr., PFN, SW 

The Patriot Arm of the Knights of Columbus 
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POTOMAC COUNCIL #433 
EXTENDS GREETING TO THE 

NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 
ASSOCIATION 

Chaplain Rev. William H. Stetson 
Grand Knight Jim Sebolka 

)eputy Grand Knight Jim HoJdfoth 
Financjal Secretary Dan Corrin 
Chancellor Mike Dana 
Advocate Carl Anderson, Jr. 
Warden John West Carrington 
Treasurer Dan Simonds 
Trustees· Jim Ouinivan - Bob Destro - Gus Gallagher 

................................................................................................................ 

vv.e. MASKE 
SHEET METAL WORKS, INC. 

Since 1935 

AIR CONDITIONING 
HEATING • ROOFING 

(301) 927-3412 
www.wbmaske.com 

SLAOENSBURG,MARVLANO 

CONGRA r ·u -LA TIONS 
on the 

93rd. Anniversary of the Unveiling 

PSD John C. and Marguerite R. Moore 
Chairman Emeritus, NCCA 

Program Advertising Chairman 
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Application for Membership 
in the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 

The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of Columbus 
and his historic achievements in linking the Old World and the New, but 
also the higher values that motivated and sustained him in his efforts and 
his trials. Those virtues - faith in God, the courage of his convictions, 
dedication to purpose, perseverance in effort, professional excellence, and 
boldness in facing the unknown - are as needed today and in the future. 
The Association invites individuals and organizations who identify with 

our purposes to join with us by filling out the application below and 
sending it to the address given. Membership includes a gold plated 
member-ship pin, a personal colorful certificate (with beribboned seal) 
suitable for framing, an invitation to the annual meeting with the right to 
vote, minutes, newsletters, and your name listed in the program published 
for the armual celebration. National Patrons will be listed in the ammal 
program book and will be sent a copy upon request. For further informa
tion call John Moore 301-572-5 181 or J .P .McCusker 703-361 -6778, or 
visit or web site at "www.columbuscclebration.org" 

Annual membership dues arc (please check appropriate box) 
Business or professional and 

Non-profit, patriotic, fraternal .... .... .. $ 75 .00 l 
Individual... .......... ...... .. ............ . ........ $ 25.00 I 
National Patron ............ ....... ... ..... ... ... $ 10.00 ·1 

(Please PRINT name clearly and as yoµ wish it on the certificate) 

Name ...... . . ..... ... ..... ...... .. .. ... ..... .. ... ... .. .. ... .... ........ .......... . .. . . 

Address ......... ....... ....... .. ..... ... .... ..... ............................ ... .. .. 

City-ZIP ..................... ...... ...... .. .. .. .. .... .... .. TelNo ... .. ..... .. .... . . . 

(You may wa nt to make a copy of this page rather than cutting your program) 

Please fill out the application, cut or tear along the line indicated, and 
send with your check made payable to: "NCCA" to: 

N. C. C. A P 0 Box40457 Washington DC 20016 
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Some great benefits come from with being Italian 
or wishing you were! Enjoy them now with the 

ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA 
The Order Sons of Italy in America (OSIA) is the oldest and largest 

national organization in the U.S. for men and women of Italian heritage. 
Founded in 1905, today it has 600,000 members and supporters and a 
network of 700 lodges or chapters coast to coast. 

Joi n a Sons of Italy Lodge in your community to meet other Italian 
Americans for fun , social activities and a host of member benefits. 

Too busy for meetings? Become a Sons of Italy National At-Large 
Member for only $35/ year. 
All Sons of Italy members receive: 

A free subscription to Italian America magazine , 
the most widely read cultural quarterly in the U.S. 
for people of Italian heritage. 

Access to OSIA.ORG, our cutting-edge Web site 
full of information about issues, programs, reports and 
research important to Italian Americans. 

Eligibility for OSIA scholarships and participation 
in OSIA youth programs. 

A host of discounts on Italian specialty items and 
services of interest to Italian Americans, including genealogy research, travel, 
Italian language instruction, and more. 
T,o become a member of your local lodge: 
* Fill in your mailing info below (send no money) and mail or 
fax to us. 
To become an At-Large Member: 
* Pay by credit card or check for $35, payable to "OSIA Supreme Lodge." Return 
form below and payment to us. 

g,<: : (YOU MAY WISH TO MAKE A COPY RATHER THEN CUTTING UP THIS BOOK) g,<: 

SEND TO: 

Order Sons of Italy in America 
Address 219 E St ., NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

Tel: 202/547-2900 
Telephone Fax: 202/546-8168 

e-mail Web: www.osia .org 

Credit Card (please circle) AMEX VISA MasterCard 

Credit card Number Exp. Date ____ _ 

Name as it appears on card: _ _____________ ____ _ 

Signature ______________ ___________ _ 






