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Celebrating the Ninetieth Anniversary 
of the unveiling and dedication of the 

National Columbus Monument 

Columbus Day - 2002 



May the vision and courage 
of Christopher Columbus 

inspire us all 

CACI 
• www.cac1.com 

Technology That Supports America's Defense 
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WE CELEBRATE THE FIVE- HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE BEGINNING OF C OLUMBUS1 FOURTH 

VOYAGE TO THE 1NEW WORLD1 

AND RECOGNIZE THE 
NINETIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNVEILING

DEDICATION OF THE MAJESTIC NATIONAL 
C OLUMBUS STATUE/FOUNTAIN MEMORIAL 

Dr. and Mrs. David R . Curfman 



Application for Membership 
in the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 

The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of 
Columbus and his historic achievements in linking the Old World 

and the New, but also the higher values that motivated and sus
tained him in his efforts and his trials. Those virtues - faith in God, 
the courage of his convictions, dedication to purpose, perseverance 
in effort, professional excellence, and boldness in facing the 
unknown - are as needed today and in the future. 

The Association invites individuals and organizations who 
identify with our purposes to join with us by filling out the applica
tion below and sending it to the address given. Membership 
includes a gold plated membership pin, a personal colorful certifi
cate with beribboned seal, suitable for framing, an invitation to the 
annual meeting with the right to vote, minutes, newsletters, and 
your name listed in the program published for the annual celebra
tion. 

Annual membership dues are (please check appropriate box) 
(Please print name clearly as you wish it to appear on the certificate) 

Business or professional and 
Non-profit, patriotic, fraternal .... $ 75.00 [_] 

Individual ....................... .. ................... $ 25.00 L_J 

Name .... .............. ........ ....................................................... . 

Address ............................................................................. . 

City ................................................. State .......... Zip ................. . 

Telephone ............................................... ...... . 

Please fi ll out the application, cut or tear along the line indicated, and send 
with your check made payable to: "NCCA" 

N.C.C.A. 
P 0 BOX 40457 

Washington DC 20016 

72 

THE NATION'S CAPITAL 
CELEBRATES510YEARS 

OF DISCOVERY 

HONORING THE GREAT 

DISCOVERER 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

MONDAY OCTOBER 14, 2002 

THE COLUMBUS MEMORIAL 
COLUMBUS PLAZA- UNION STATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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CELEBRATING CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS IN THE 
NATION'S CAPITAL 

The Site 
In the years following the great quadricentennial ( 400th 

anniversary) celebration in 1892 of the achievements and discoveries of 
Christopher Columbus, an effort 
was launched by the Knights of 
Columbus to establish a monument 
to the great discoverer. The U. S. 
Congress passed a law which 
mandated a Columbus Memorial in 
the nation's capital and appropriated 
$100,000 to cover the construction 
costs. A commission was estab
lished composed of the secretaries 
of State and War, the chairmen of 
the House and Senate Committees 
on the Library of Congress, and the 
Supreme Knight of the Knights of 
Columbus. With the newly com
pleted Union Railroad Station in 
1907, plans focused toward locating 
the memorial on the plaza in front of 
this great edifice. 

After a series of competi
tions, sculptor Lorado z. Taft of 
Chicago was awarded the contract. 
His plan envisioned what you see 
this day, a monument constructed of 
Georgia marble; a semi-circular fountain sixty-six feet broad and forty-four 
feet deep and in the center, a pylon crowned with a globe supported by four 
eagles connected by garland. A fifteen foot statue of Columbus, facing the 
U. S. Capitol and wrapped in a medieval mantle, stands in front of the pylon 
in the bow of a ship with its prow extending into the upper basin of the 
fountain terminating with a winged figurehead representing democracy. 
Flanking Columbus are two seated, allegorical figures: To his left 
representing the Old World is a patriarchal figure resting his arms upon a 
shield and grasping a crumpled map while to his right representing the New 
World is a pre-Columbian figure (American Jndian) crouching behind his 
crude shield reaching for an arrow. On the rear of the large pylon is a double 
medallion picturing the Spanish monarchs King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella. Set at the extremes of the axis of the balustrade are couchant lions. 
Three towering flagpoles flank behind the monument representing the 
historic ships of 1492 the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria. Classic
columned lampposts in front of Union Station feature replicas of ships on 
their cross-axis near the base mounts. The dedication of the majestic tribute 
to Columbus occurred on June 8, 1912 with many thousands attending. It 
was the prelude to and the focal point for the annual Columbus Day 
celebrations since. 
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iKnigI,t11 nf C!rnlumbu11 
JJmmaculat.e O!nnc.eption il9t,rin.e Otnuncil #4944 

11l!lust,iugtnn, il. Qt. 
Congratulates the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 
on the 90th Anniversary of the 

National Columbus Memorial Fountain 
Council Officers 

Chaplain 
Grand Knight 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Chancellor 
Recorder 
Financial Secretary 
Treasurer 
Advocate 
Warden 
Guards 

Trustees 

Rev. Clement St. Jacques 
Tolulope A. Odunlami 
Walter A. Hawkins 
Marcellino C. Borges 
Arthur Bryce 
Freddie T. Johnson 
Joseph L. Bowser 
Sergio 0. Grillo 
Edward Lyles 
Earl Hill 
Edward W. Stockwell 
Arthur Bryce 
Alvin J. Durrington 
Benjamin McCall 
Roosevelt Daniels 

In Memorirun 
+ 

Edward Louis (Angel) Rose 
Born December 23, 1927 
Died November 16, 1992 
a Knight ot-Columbus 1953-1992 

+ 
Requiescat in Pace 

M:ay his soul rest in peace 

Thy servant'" Edward,, hath fought the 
good fight,, he hath vvon the race. 

No\N God hath prepared for him an 
Everlasting Cro°"n of Victory in 

Heaven 

by his devoted vvife 
Margaret Mary B. Rose 
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President 

7650 Prest:on Drive •Landover, MD 

CONGRATULATIONS 
on the 

90th. Anniversary of the Unveiling 

PSD John C. and Marguerite R. Moore 
Chairman Emeritus, NCCA 

Program Advertising Chairman 

We are proud to Honor Columbus! 

ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE 
Order Sons of Italy in America 

Fairfax, Virginia 

TERMITE AND PEST CONTROL 

C M Exterminators, Inc. 

5507 Landover Rd. 
Hyattsville, MD 20748 

301-779-1515 
"We Treat Your Home, Like We Would Our Own" 
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Daniel Burnham, who designed Union Station, was the major 
architect of the 1892-1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago. 
Burnham' s architecture was so well received in Chicago that it launched the 
"City Beautiful" movement, to transform major cities, especially our 
nation's capital into a series of well-landscaped neo-class1cal palaces, 
expressing confidence in our Republic during the 1890 period. Burnham' s 
Columbus Fountain and Taft's Columbus statue were influenced in part by 
Frederick MacMonnies fountain at the World's Columbian Exhibition. In 
recent years Union Station has been rejuvenated as a lively commercial 
space while still serving as a train terminal. As a major artistic remnant of 
the Exposition, the statue, fountain and edifice rightly serve as the focal 
point for the annual Columbus Day Celebration. 

The Ceremony 
Throughout the years there 

have been many fraternal, civic and 
cultural organizations who have pro
vided the leadership for the ceremony 
each year. The appearances of the U.S. 
Military Honor Guard, the service 
bands, and the Knights of Columbus 
Color Corps, add to the pa$eantry. 
Addresses by national and interna
tional dignitaries, members of the 
diplomatic corps, especially represent
ing Spain, Italy and the Bahamas, 
Organization of American States, have 
added interest to the occasion; and 
along with the audience all have joined 
in the festivities. In an effort to 
perpetuate a more unified event, in 
1989 the Washington Columbus Cel
ebration Association (WCCA) was 
formed. In an extended outreach of its 
membership to more than 25 States 
within the past decade, the organiza
tion has changedits name to the 
National Columbus Celebration Asso
ciation (NCCA) . The Association, in 
cooperation with the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, plans the yearly ceremony which is open to the public free of 
charge. In addition to the highlights of the program already described in this 
history, the ceremony closes with wreath presentations representing many 
national and local fraternal, civic, patriotic and cultural societies 

Cover: Our front and back covers commemorate this 90th anniversary year of the 1912 
unveiling of the Columbus Memorial. The back cover shows the back of the monument 
base as seen from Union Station. For reasons unknown, the inscribed years for 
Columbus's birth and death, I 436 and I 504, do not match those accepted today, 1451 
and 1506. Cover printing was sponsored by the Lido Civic Club. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
IN THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

(Relevant contemporary events are shown in italics; 
some important recurrent New World locations are shown in boldface italics.) 

1451 - Christopher Columbus is born in Genoa, Italy, the son of Susanna and 
Domenico Colombo, a Ligurian weaver and one of the keepers of the city's 
gates. (Queen Isabella and Amerigo Vespucci are both born this same year). 
1453 - Turks capture Constantinople, kill the Emperor and the thousand-year
old Byzantine Empire ends. 
1465 - Columbus's first sea voyages to Corsica. 
1468 - Gutenberg dies. 1470 - Portuguese discover West African Gold Coast. 
1473 - Copernicus is born. 1475 - Michelangelo is born. 
1477 - Columbus has moved from Genoa to Lisbon; sails to England, Ireland, 
Iceland and possibly near the Arctic Circle. 
1478- St. Thomas More is born in England 
1479 - Columbus marries Felipa Moniz Perestrello of Porto Santo in the 
Madeira Islands. The union gives Columbus a son and heir, Diego. 
1483 - Martin Luther is born. 
1484 - Columbus approaches King John II of Portugal with a plan for an 
expedition to seek lands to the west via a sea route; Columbus and Diego arrive 
in Palos, Spain (going to the Franciscan Monastery La Rabida, near Palos) to 
discuss sponsorship of expedition westward on the "Ocean Sea." 
1485 - Felipa Perestrello dies. 
1486 - Son Fernando (Ferdinand) is born of union with Beatriz Enriquez. 
1488- Bartholomew Diaz rounds the Cape of Good Hope. 1492- The 
Spanish take Granada, ending the Moorish kingdom in Spain and consolidating 
the monarchy of Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of Castile. 
1492 - April 17: King and Queen of Spain sign the Santa Fe document 
defining Columbus's proposed expedition. 
1492 - May 23: King and Queen decree citizens of Palos will be crew 
members. 
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WASHINGTON COUNCIL NO. 224 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Celebrating 105 years 

Sends Greetings 
to the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 

COUNCIL OFFICERS 

Joseph I. Guiffrida, Grand Knioght 

David A.Poore, Deputy Grand Knight 

Henry M. Rackowski, Chancellor 

J. Francis Lee, Recorder 

Robert H. Lacey III, Financial Secretary 

George Sitgraves, Treasurer 

Theodore C. Hirt, Advocate 

David A. Taylor, Warden 

Maurice E. Mann, Guard 

John Kuchenbrod, Guard 
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PROPERTIES 

Attention 
All Agents! 
$275.00 PER MO. 

AND YOU KEEP 

1 00°/o COMMISSION. 

You heard me 
$275 100% Commission 

Ask yourself this: 
• Do you do 100% of the 

work? Then why get 
paid less then 100%? 

• Want to work with a 
Broker with over 30 
years of experience? 

If this sounds like a Broker 
for you call Robert Raimond 

or Laurie U mstot today at 
(301) 577-0007, for a 

confidential interview. 

A. N. /1'UNJJINO, INC. 
Are you Collect· 
ing Payments? ~------, 

We will 
QUICKLY 

buy your 
payments. 

Robert Raimond 
(301) 577-2200 
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Maryland Settlement Services 

can handle all your 
settlement needs, 

HUD, VA, FHA, Conven
tional and Refinances. 

9344 Lanham Severn Road, #103 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 
Business (301) 459-9223 

Fax (301) 459-5312 

A service to help you, the 

homeowner, show and 

sell your home the 

professional way. 

HAT FEE SERVICES 

Eliminate Commissions! 

We show you how! 

Call Today 

(301) 577-SOLD (7653) 
For FREE Brochure 

Licensed 
Maryland 

Real Estate 
Conunission. 

20+ years 
Experience 

b 
'~ 

First Voyage: Discovery of the New World 
(Bahamas, Cuba, and Hispaniola), 1492-1493 

1492 - August 2: Mass held for Columbus and crew at Church of St. George, 
Martyr, in Palos at noon; Columbus embarks from Palos de la Frontera that day 
with three caravels (Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria) and 90 men. 
1492 - October 12: After 33 days crossing the Atlantic, land is sighted at 2 
a.m., and at dawn Columbus lands on the island of Guanahani in the Bahamas 
archipelago. On October 27 at nightfall the shore of Cuba is sighted, and on 
December 6 the three vessels reach the western end of the island of Hispaniola, 
containing the modern Dominican Republic and Haiti. 
1492 - December 24: The Santa Maria runs aground on the north coast of 
Hispaniola. A fort and tower are constructed and 39 or 40 men left behind in 
this first settlement, named La Navidad because of the day of the accident. 
Columbus and the rest leave in the Nina to rejoin the Pinta and return to Spain. 
1493 - March 15: Columbus returns to Palos and receives a special audience at 
the Spanish court in Barcelona. 
1493 - May 4: Pope Alexander VI establishes a line of demarcation dividing 
the New World between Spain and Portugal; it will be revised June 28. 

Second Voyage: Colonization of Hispaniola and Exploration 
of Southern Coasts of Cuba, Jamaica, and Hispaniola, 1493-1496 

1493 - September 25: Second voyage leaves Cadiz with 17 ships and 
1200-1500 colonists, including 200 volunteers not on salary from Spain, 
youngest brother Diego (Giacomo, or James, not to be confused with his son of 
the same name, who, with his other son Ferdinand, would become a page at 
court early in 1494), and five religious with the mission of evangelization. 
1493 - November 2: Columbus's second expedition arrives in the Indies on a 
Sunday, and he names the landfall island Dominica. 
1493 - November 27: After sailing up the Leeward Islands, through the Virgin 
Islands, along the south shore of Puerto Rico, and then along the north coast of 
Hispaniola, the expedition arrives at La Navidad. They find the colonists dead, 
the town and surrounding villages burned to the ground in vicious retaliation for 
reported mistreatment of the Indians by the garrison. Columbus treats kindly 
the local chief of this northwest part of Hispaniola, his earlier friend 
Guacanagari, who (apparently rightly) blames the attack on another cacique (of 
the north central part of the island), Caonab6. On December 8 the expedition 
leaves, heading eastward. Later that month, Columbus is sick, until mid-March. 
1494 - January 2: In a solemn ceremony a new settlement is established about 
seventy miles east of La Navidad. It is named Jsabela to honor the queen, and 
planned to be a grand capital city. Established to be within reach of reported 
gold mines, it is otherwise poorly sited near a river that flooded and a miasrnic 
marsh, and will last only a couple of years. 
1494 - January 6: On the Feast of the Epiphany all attend the first Mass 
known to be offered on the soil of the Western Hemisphere, celebrated by Fray 
Buy I who heads the religious contingent. Afterwards, a party of 2 captains and 
15-30 men and Indian guides set out to find the mines, in an area several dozen 
miles distant, returning on January 20 with some gold in hand. Several hundred 
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men take sick by the end of January, and soon half the population are laid low. 
Columbus himself will be sick again in April for eight days. 
1494 - February 2: With provisions spoiled by rain and humidity, Columbus 
orders twelve ships back to Spain under Antonio de Torres, his second in 
command, with a request that three or four be returned with food, medicines, 
clothing, work animals, and I 00 miners. 
1494 - March: Columbus leads a party of 500 men to the area of the mines and 
erects a fort, naming it Santo Tomas. After returning to /sabela he learns that 
the native King Caonab6 plans to attack the fort. Columbus sends 400 men to 
deter the Indians, and a small amount of bloodshed results. At lsabela in this 
period there is much dissension, and even rebellion. Unfortunately the colony 
had been set up by the crown with a fragmentation of the authority Columbus 
had on the first voyage. He has to arrest the comptroller, who had schemed to 
make off with several ships and a load of gold; to threaten to withhold rations 
from workers who don't work; and to deal with the hidalgos who refuse to do 
manual labor (required due to the general sickness) and resent orders from this 
foreigner. 
1494 - April 25: Leaving his brother Diego in charge, Columbus takes an 
expedition to explore neighboring lands. He visits Cuba, thinking it a peninsula, 
and, for the first time, Jamaica, and will be gone five months. 
1494 - June 7: Treaty of Tordesi/las between Spain and Portugal moves the 
Pope's 1493 line of demarcation 600 miles west, following Columbus's 
suggestion before he left Spain that the Pope 's original specifications be treated 
as guidelines for further negotiations .. 
1494 - June: During the Admiral's absence, his dearest brother, Bartholomew, 
arrives at /sabela with three caravels and supplies, joining brother Diego there. 
During the Admiral 's prolonged absence, there is a rebellion of Indians because 
of the behavior ofMargarit, commander of the fort at San Tomas. Summoned 
by Bartholomew to explain his conduct, the quick-tempered Margarit grabs the 

6 

WASHING TON ASSEMBLY NO. 151 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

OLDEST ASSEMBLY IN THE ARCHDIOCESE 
(Established April I, 1912) 

Participating in its ninety first appearance at the celebration 

SALUTES 

\ 
AND EXTENDS 

FRATERNAL GREETINGS 

AND BEST WISHES 

TO THE N. C. C. A. 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
9QTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
UNVEILING OF THE COLUMBUS MEMORJAL 

Faithful Friar Rev. Clement St. Jacques 
Faithful Navigator John Purnell 
Faithful Captain Joseph Jackson 
Faithful Pilot Venantius Onunaku, GK 
Faithful Admiral Frank R. Shaw, IPSO 
Faithful Scribe Ernest T. Boykin, Jr. 
Faithful Comptroller James M. Toliver, PSD 
Faithful Purser James E. Oxford, Jr., PFN 
Faithful Inner Sentinel Thomas Washington, Sr. GK 
Faithful Inner Sentinel Melvin E. Brown, PGK 
Faithful Outer Sentinel Marcellino C. Borges 
Faithful Outer Sentinel Edwin Laws, Sr. 
Faithful Trustee (3 yr) Rev. Mr. James E. Brown 
Faithful Trustee (2 yr) Sergio 0. Grillo 
Faithful Trustee (I yr) James LeGrand 
Commander, Color Corp Leonard Washington, Sr., PFN 
Lt. Cmdr., Color Corps Reginald B. Stewart, Sr., PFN 

The Patriot Arm of the Knights of Columbus 

67 



SONS OF ITALY 
INTERNATIONAL LODGE NO. 2522 

FOR INFORMATION WRITE TO 
LADAVOLI@AOL.COM 

iCG 
INSUBANCE CQNSULIING GBQUP 

12813 DOGWOOD lllLLS, #222, FAIRFAX, VA 22033-3249 

BENEFITS - BY - DESIGN 

ANTHONY R. TRINGALE, CLU 
PRINCIPAL 

BUS. (703) 802-2220 I FAX (703) 802-2222 
(800) 518..0222 

ESTATE PLANNING 
RETIREMENT STRATEGIES 

EMPLOYEE AND EXECUTIVE BENEFIT PLANS 
WWW.icgbenefits.com 

Catholic War Veterans 
HOLY ROSARY POST 862 

Holy Rosary Church, 595 Third Street, NW, Washington, DC 2000 I 

Complements of Fr. Nicola DeCola Post 862 on the 
5 I 0th anniversary of the discovery of America by 

Christopher Columbus 
For information on membership call 
Salvatore Guardino - 703-938-0028 
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three ships Bartholomew had brought and, before the return of the Admiral, 
leaves for Spain with the aggressive Fray Buyl (who thought Columbus should 
have been tougher on the Indians), arriving in November to spread more 
negative and slanderous reports on Columbus. On Hispaniola some of 
Margarit's men and disaffected colonists run rampant on the island with 
licentiousness and brutality toward the natives, with responses from the Indians 
and counter responses. 
1494 - June 13: Meanwhile, away exploring the southern coast of Cuba, the 
Admiral is convinced it is part of the Asian mainland. He turns back within a 
few miles of the western tip of the island, and his extended indirect return to 
lsabela involves more explorations--including the southern coast of Jamaica and 
of Hispaniola. At the site of the future Santo Domingo he dispatches a land 
party of nine men to cross Hispaniola by way of San Tomas to lsabela, which 
they do while he takes the sea route around the eastern end of the island. On 
this return trip Columbus becomes very seriously ill. 
1494 - September 29: The Admiral's expedition arrives back at Isabela and he 
has to be carried ashore sick, and is abed for weeks. The three Columbus 
brothers are now reunited, and the ill Christopher appoints Bartholomew his 
deputy and as Adelantado (equivalent to a provincial governor), an honor to this 
Italian that is much resented by the Spaniards. Along with a friendly letter from 
the sovereigns, Bartholomew had brought news that many negative reports had 
been sent to Spain by dissatisfied colonists. 
1494 - Fall: De Torres and the four caravels requested by Columbus in 
February arrive with more provisions, apparently the first women and children 
as well, and another letter from the sovereigns. 
1494 - late: A series of military campaigns against the disaffected Indians 
starts. 
1495-98 - Leonardo Da Vinci paints "The Last Supper. " 
1495 - February 24: De Torres with his four caravels, and Columbus's brother 
Diego, leaves again for Spain, carrying as slaves about 500 of the 1600 Indian 
captives from the recent punitive expedition (200 die during the voyage, 
probably due to lack of immunity to unfamiliar diseases suffered by these 
tropical natives in a winter crossing of the cold North Atlantic). 
1495 - March 27: Columbus leads 200 men, horses, and native auxiliaries 
under his friend, the cacique Guacanagari, deep into the island where another 
chief had assembled an impressive army of thousands. The Indians are 
frightened and routed by the cavalry, and many are captured. Alonso de Ojeda 
later captures Caonab6 (responsible for the massacre at La Navidad) by a ruse. 
1495 - May: Starting in May, for about ten months the Admiral and 
Bartholomew are engaged in subduing the island, traveling throughout it. Three 
forts are built, and a harsh and much-criticized system of tribute in gold or 
cotton is initiated. The Indians fight a guerrilla war, adopt a scorched earth 
policy, suffer a famine, and thousands die, from violence, hunger, and suicide. 
1495 - June: A hurricane destroys three ships, leaving only the Nina. From 
salvage a ship similar to her, the Santa Cruz, also called India, is built. 
1495 - October: Four caravels arrive from Spain under the command of Juan 
Aguado, a former friend, sent by the monarchs to conduct a judicial 
investigation of Columbus' behavior in light of the negative reports that had 
been spread in Spain. There is great discontent in Jsabela, where most--who 
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Slavery in the Sixteenth Century 
In the sixteenth century all theologians held that it was licit to enslave pagans, 
but not Christians, captured in a just war, and Moors and Christians enslaved 
each other without scruple. Presumably it was that understanding that underlay 
the enslavement of the Indians, who were also seen as potential converts and 
as a profitable income source. Isabella did not approve of this policy. Early on, 
the Spanish monarchs prohibited enslavement of the Indians because they were 
not known enemies of Christianity like the Saracens, and had committed no 
crime against Spain. But exceptions were allowed: for Carlbs, understood to be 
cannibals who preyed on others, and for rebellious Indians, according to the 
doctrine on pagan captives in war. Spain was the first country to examine 
seriously the moral aspects of slavery and to bring about changes in thinking in 
this regard. Perhaps for the first time in history a great ruler-in this case, 
Charles V, who ruled most of Europe and the New World-called a halt to all 
conquests until it was clear whether they were just or not. A famous debate 
was held at Valladolid in 1550-1551 before learned and high-ranking men about 
the morality of slavery, as a result of which the antlcstavery view gained general 
acceptance. (See Louis H. Rivera, A Violent Evangelizing: The Polit/cal and Religious 
Conquests of the Americas [Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1992), pp. 93. 96. 
103; Gianni Granzotto, Christopher Columbus (Norman,Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1987], p. 222); John Noble Wiiford, The Secret History of Columbus [New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1991), pp. 186-190; Robert Royal, 1492 and All That (Washington: Ethics 
and Public Polley Center, 1992), pp. 72-74.) 

had come to get rich quick rather than settle--want to leave. The disadvantages 
of the settlement's location have become evident, and the Admiral has been 
looking for a new site. He decides to return to Spain to answer the allegations 
against him. 
1496 - March: Columbus leaves for Spain in the Nina and the India, after 
telling Bartholomew, left in charge, to relocate the city on the southern shore. 
Both agree it is to be named for their father, Domenico. Traveling via 
Mariegalante and Guadeloupe, he arrives at Cadiz June 11. Bartholomew's first 
job is to erect a fort, San Cristobal, near the site of present-day Santo Domingo. 
July: Supply ships to Jsabela bring a letter from Columbus and royal 
instructions to relocate the capital to the Ozarna River near Fort Cristobal. 
1496 - Summer: Work begins on Santo Domingo, originally called Isabel 
Nueva, destined to be the first permanent settlement by Europeans in this 
hemisphere. This time the site has been very well chosen. 
1497 - April 23: The sovereigns issue instruction for the third voyage. His 
titles and privileges and Bartholomew as adelantado have all been confirmed. 
1497: Cabots,father and son, reach the east coast of North America. 

Third Voyage: South American Discoveries; 
Administration of Hispaniola, 1498-1500 

1498 - January 23: Nina and India depart from Sanlucar with supplies for the 
settlement, sent in advance of Columbus's own departure .. 
1498 - May 30: Columbus departs from Sanlucar on his third voyage with six 
caravels, three of which he takes on a very southerly route to investigate rumors 
of a southern continent. After a becalming near the Equator in terrific July heat, 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
NATIONAL COLUMBUS 

CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 
Columbus Day October 14, 2002 

Daniel L. Quaid, Jr. 
Former Master 
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he opts not to go as far south as planned, but much more directly to the west.. 
1498 - July 31 - August 13: He discovers Trinidad and explores mainland 
South America (principally the Gulf of Paria and the Paria Peninsula on the 
north coast of Venezuela, both just west of Trinidad), and records on August 
14/15 that he has discovered a hitherto unknown large continent, which he later 
comes to believe holds the Garden of Eden. 
rr--.---.:-:==---=----=---~.,,.--, 1498 - August 31 : Col um bus is escorted 

to the new Santo Domingo by 
Bartholomew, whom he had met near 
Hispaniola's southernmost point, about 100 
miles to the west. (Nina and India had 
already arrived at lsabela.) A rebellion is in 
progress led by Francisco Roldan, chief 

r1"""'!r--..... -J!Beca1mea! justice of the colony, who had allied 

L
...\._ ___ .!!J...:_:i.._ ____ _::~::.·~='a:.i himself with some of the Indians. The 

three of Columbus's caravels on the direct 
route had overshot their destination and ended up in the vicinity of Roldan, who 
was at large in the southwest part of the island (the area called Xaragua, a 
peninsula now part of Haiti, and had induced many fromftheir crews to desert 
to him. 
1498 - October 18: Columbus sends two vessels back to Spain with somewhat 
incoherent letters describing his discoveries in South America and ideas for a 
settlement there, and asking for the appointment of someone to administer 
justice. He also suggests that he could send all the slaves that could be sold 
(presumably captives from battles with hostile lndians), The letters apparently 
do not make a good impression on the rulers, who are losing confidence in him. 
October 20: He makes a conciliatory overture to Roldan, resulting in an 
agreement on November 16 on terms favorable to Roldan and his men. To 
fulfill a provision that he provide transportation back to Spain within a 
specified time for those rebels who wished to go, Columbus sacrifices his plan 
to send Bartholomew with Nina and India to Paria in South America to organize 
fishing and the taking of pearls. Instead, the ships are to be used for the rebels' 
home trip. But a storm and needed repairs delay things past the specified 
deadline and Roldan uses that to win more concessions, which Columbus finally 
agrees to in September, 1499. One result of the settlement will be the 
beginnings of what later becomes the system of repartimientos or 
encomiendas--plantation lands, together with the Indians on them at the service 
of the grantee, which is agreed to by the caciques. Meanwhile, without approval 
by Columbus as viceroy (whose influence at home has greatly declined), three 
other expeditions are allowed to take off from Spain to explore parts of the New 
World (perhaps necessary to establish claims before other nations did so). 
1498 - Vasco da Gama discovers a sea route to India/or Portugal and arrives 
at Malabar coast; Michelangelo sculpts the Pieta in Rome. 
1499 - In Spain, one of Columbus's former captains on Hispaniiola, Alonso de 
Ojeda (who had captured Caonab6), has obtained Columbus's chart of his 
explorations of South America and a license to go there, and he and Amerigo 
Vespucci leave Spain on a voyage of discovery, explore the northern coast of 
South America, and discover the mouth of the Amazon River, (Vespucci's 
account of the voyage, predated two years, omits mention of Ojeda, and results 
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in the continent being named for him.) 
1499 - September 5: Ojeda arrives in Xaragua on Hispaniola, and without 
authority starts cutting logwood, which the crown had reserved for itself. 
Roldan agrees to capture Ojeda and his men for Columbus and send them to 
Santo Domingo, but they manage to get away, load up with slaves in the 
Bahamas and return to Spain. 
1499 - October: Columbus sends two caravels back to Spain explaining his 
settlement with Roldan as forced by circumstances, and again asking that a wise 
administrator of justice be sent to help him govern. However, in the spring the 
rulers have already selected Francisco de Bobadilla, a distinguished and trusted 
aristocrat who has long served them, to go to Hispaniola as chief justice and also 
as royal commissioner to hear complaints. He is not well-disposed toward 
Columbus, apparently resenting him as an upstart foreigner (a wave ofanti
Genoese sentiment is sweeping the court at the time), has been affected by the 
negative reports, and seems to regard his task as to rein in Columbus. It will be 
over a year after his selection that he finally sai ls for Hispaniola, in July, 1500. 
I 500: Pedro Avarez Cabral discovers Brazil, claiming it for Portugal; Vincente 
Yanez Pinz6n,former captain of Nifla, lands on the Brazilian coast, and 
Vespucci and Ojeda return to Spain. 1500-1501: King Ferdinand fights 
Moorish revolts in Granada, declaring it a Christian kingdom in 1501. 
1500-Another rebell ion, by Adrian de Moxica, one of Roldan's lieutenants, is 
put down by Columbus with Roldan's help. To reinforce authority, Columbus 
has moved to a "get tough" policy, with executions of key rebels. 
August 23: Bobadilla arrives at Santo Domingo while Columbus is away 
suppressing another rebellion, is upset to see two Spanish corpses hanging from 
the gallows, and learns of more executions scheduled the next day. He has a 
run-in with Columbus's brother Diego, who had been left in charge, arrests him, 
apparently engages in rabble-rousing, and impounds Columbus's house, money, 
papers, and possessions. When Columbus returns in September, he perhaps at 
first thinks that Bobadilla is another of those explorers he has not authorized, 
but then accepts his credentials and is shackled like Diego. Convinced in the 
eventual triumph of justice, he also persuades Bartholomew, still at large with a 
military force, to submit as well. (Columbus has more than once asked for a 
judicial administrator as an assistant or even a replacement for himself, and had 
expressed willingness to pay the cost. But he afterwards feels that the man he 
got is, in his negative view of the enterprise, the opposite of what is required.) 
1500 - October: Bobadilla sends Columbus and his two brothers back to Spain. 
The Admiral is accused of injudicious governing of natives in Xaragua. When 
the ship captain, once underway, offers to remove his chains, Columbus insists 
on keeping them on, to be removed by direct orders of the rulers. They arrive in 
Cadiz by the end of the month. Soon freed by the sovereigns, Columbus goes to 
the Carthusian monastery in Seville where he draws maps of the new lands to 
the west, having an idea that they are a barrier in front of Asia. Studying reports 
of other explorations, he sees the possibility of a middle passage between the 
lands explored to the north and to the south. 
1501 - At the monastery, he completes his "Book of Privileges" (outlining what 
is his due from the sovereigns) and works on preparing and dictating his "Book 
of Prophecies" (intended as a poetic statement of their and his divine vocation 
regarding the New World), a project that ends by March 23 of the next year. 
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1501 - September 13: Nicolas de Ovando receives appointment to succeed 
Bobadilla as Hispaniola's governor, and departs on February 13, 1502. 
1502 - March 14: The sovereigns authorize Columbus's fourth voyage, and he 
takes leave of Seville for Cadiz on April 3. 
1502- Vasco da Gama founds a Portuguese colony at Cochin, India; Vespucci 
concludes after his second voyage that America is a separate continent, not 
identical with India. 

Fourth Voyage: Central American Discoveries 
and Marooning on Jamaica, 1502-1504 

1502 - May 9: Columbus, almost 51 years old, leaves from Cadiz, with 4 ships 
(La Capitana, Vizcaina, Santiago, and Bermuda) and 140 men and boys. There 
were 56 of the latter, virtually all teen-agers, some as young as 13 or 14. 
Included in the company are Columbus's brother Bartholomew and son 
Fernandez, who keeps a record of the voyage. (A quarter of those setting out 
will never return.) The expedition is financed by the sovereigns and is to focus 
on finding precious metals, stones and items of value, but no slaves, and to visit 
Santo Domingo only on the way home. May 25: They leave the Canary Islands. 
1502 - June 15: They arrive at Martinique and head northwest along the islands. 
1502 - June 29: Columbus arrives off Santo Domingo, hoping to replace one of 
his ships and take shelter from an impending hurricane, the signs of which he 
has recognized. Governor Ovando. having succeeded Bobadilla, does not 
permit the ships to land, disregards Columbus's warning about the hurricane, 
and sends a fleet of28 ships off the next day for Cadiz. June 30: Forbidden the 
harbor, Columbus anchors offshore in a protected area and his ships ride out the 
storm without great damage. But the home-bound fleet runs directly into the 
storm. Nineteen ships go down with all hands, others with a few survivors, and 
four limp back to Santo Domingo. Over 500 men and a fortune in gold are lost. 
Only one ship goes on to reach Cadiz--the very one carrying Columbus's own 
revenues from the colony, sent by his agent. Among the drowned are fleet 
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commander de Torres (formerly Columbus's second in command), Bobadilla, 
who had sent Columbus home in chains, Roldan, and many other rebels. 
1502 - July 14: After repairs to his storm-damaged ships, Columbus leaves 
Hispaniola, heading for the mainland (Central America), farther west than 
anyone had gone before. Winds and currents force him to toward the Cuban 
coast, whence he heads south by west toward his original intended destination . 
....----r----..,....,.....,--..,.....--. 1502 - July 30: He arrives at the 

island ofGuanaja, off the north coast 
of present-day Honduras. August 14: 
Ashore this Sunday they attend the 
first Mass known to have been 
celebrated on the continent, in an area 
he names La Costa de la Orejas. 
August 17: Columbus formally claims 
the mainland for the sovereigns. 
1502 - September 14: After slow and 
torturous progress east along the 
forbidding coast against the prevailing 

.._ ________________ ..... __ ~~__, 
wind under terrible stormy conditions, 

he rounds the cape he names Gracias a Dios ("Thanks be to God"), and turns 
south. 
1502 - October 5: With several stops en route meeting and trading with Indians, 
they reach a large body of water first mistaken for the passage to Asia, but in 
fact the beautiful Chiriqui Lagoon, where they spend a week and a half.. 
Columbus learns that an isthmus separates him from another ocean to the west, 
and apparently loses hope of finding a westward passage through the land mass, 
settling for finding gold to bring some success to his royal sponsors. 
1502 - October 20: He arrives at the Guayga river, the beginning of a 
gold-bearing region called Veragua by the Indians. 
1502 - November 2:, Driven eastward by a storm, he arrives at a harbor he 
names Portobelo. Weather forces him to stay seven days before continuing east, 
and then being pushed part way back by winds, to a place near Nombre de Dios, 
where he stays until November 23 to repair vessels and casks. 
I 502 - November 26: Heading east again he is again driven back and shelters in 
a small harbor he calls Retrete ("closet") nine days in more miserable weather. 
1502 - December 5: Jn the face of continuing bad weather and headwinds from 
the east, Columbus decides to go back west to learn the truth of what Indians 
had said about gold mines of Veragua. Winds now begin to whipsaw between 
east and west, with fierce thunderstorms and the ever-present danger of reefs. 
1502 - December 20: The ships are blown back into the same harbor they had 
been in eight days earlier. The new year finds Columbus anchored near the end 
of what will be America's answer to his long-sought passage--the Panama 
Canal. They stay until January 3, 1503, then head west again. 
1503 - January 6: On the Feast of the Epiphany Columbus reaches a river he 
christens Belen (after Bethlehem) near Veragua and the reputed gold mines. 
They explore and trade. February 6: He has decided to make a settlement in the 
area, leaving Bartholomew with most of the men and one ship, while he returns 
to Spain for reinforcements and supplies. February 24: After further exploring 
and trading, Bartholomew starts to build the settlement on the Belen River, 
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Indian paddlers, of whom 18 perish. Two more unsuccessful attempts convince 
them to return to Santa Gloria. 
1504 - February 28-29: Meanwhile, anticipating that the Indians had become 
hostile and want to kill the Spaniards, Columbus invites them to a palaver, and 
cows them into submission by using his foreknowledge of a lunar eclipse to 
convince them that he has power to intercede with God to control such things 
and keep terrible evils from befalling them. 
1504 - End of March: a small caraval finally sent by Ovando (after about six 
months' delay!) arrives to learn what has happened to Columbus, but with orders 
to bring no one home. However, it does carry a welcome letter from Mendez 
saying he is chartering a rescue vessel. 
1504 - May 19: The rebels return to Santa Gloria and, choosing to fight, are 
defeated in a battle with Bartholomew and Columbus's fifty men. The 
ringleader, Porras, is shackled, but the others pardoned. and allowed to remain 
ashore under a leader Columbus selected. 
1504 - June: The rescue ship promised by Mendez arrives. and on June 18 
Columbus and his I 00 men leave for Santo Domingo, where he is now well 
treated by Ovando who, however, releases Porras. 
1504 - September 12: Columbus leaves the New World for the last time. 
1504 - November 7: The Admiral arrives at San lucar in Spain 

The End 

1504 - November 26: Queen Isabella dies. 
1506 - May 20: Christopher Columbus dies at Valladolid and is buried at the 
Franciscan Monastery there. 
1507 - Martin Wa/dseemuller proposes the New World be called "America" 
afer Amerigo Vespucci. 

+ + + 

The original of John Vandertyn's picture of thje "Landing of Columbus at the Island of Guanahani, West Indies, 
October 12, 1492,' reproduced at the beginning of this chronology, hangs in the Rotunda of the U. S. Capitol. 
The statue of "Columbus in Chains' was given to Pope Pius XI on his golden jubilee, later bequeathed to , 
Supreme Secretary of the Knights of Columbus (1939-1964) Joseph F. Lamb and is now in the Knights of 
Columbus Headquarters Museum in New Haven, Connecticut. Photo by John Pelverts. 

Signature of Columbus, 
'Christ-bearer" 

14 

I' II II 
Best Wishes and Congratulations 

From the Harry J. Canter Agency 
Knights of Columbus Insurance 

to 
THE NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE 90TH ANNUAL 
COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION 

SUPREME INSURANCE DIRECTOR 

HARRY J. CANTER, MBA, FICF 
301-262-4300 

FRATERNAL BENEFITS ADVISORS 

ROBERT J. CALLAWAY, FICF 
ROBERT J. CANTER, JR, FICF 

ROBERT J. CANTER, SR, PGK, FICF, LUTCF 
ENNIS DODD 

JOHN F. CRAIG, FICF, LUTCF 
JOHN K. FENWICK, PGK 

BRIAN C. GRAHAM, FIC, CLU 
ROBERT A MONAGAN, PGK 

RICHARD J. MORIN, FICF, LUTCF . PGK 
PATRICK B. McALEER, PGK 

DAN IEL J. QUAGLIARELLO, FICF, LUTCF , PGK 
ALFRED A ROCCA, FICF, LUTC 

DAVID M. THOMAS, FICF 
DAVID R W ILSON. JR . PGK 

59 



In Hoaor of the 

Grt:at Discoverer 

Christopher Columbl18 

from tbe 

Officers and Members 

of 

58 

1502: With Columbus 500 Years Ago Today 

Five hundred years ago al this very time of year--October 6-16, 1502-
Columbus and his expedition were spending ten days on the coast of Central America in 
the beautiful Chiriqui lagoon, toward the western extreme of Panama near its border 
with Costa Rica. He was five months into his fourth and final voyage, which started in 
1502 and ended in 1504. Did he reflect on the fact that it was exactly ten years since his 
first landing in this new world? Much had happened in the decade since then. 

While events of his first voyage of discovery are common knowledge among 
many, the same cannot be said of his three later voyages. Probably the one about which 
most people know the least is this fourth one. Here we give an account of that part of it 
that took place in 1502. Columbus himself called it "the high voyage, " but it was the 
most trying of all. 

The Preceding Decade: The First Three Voyages 

Not that he hadn't already endured more than his share of severe trials 
on his earlier three expeditions. 

On the first and most famous voyage in 1492, he had lost his flagship, 
wrecked on a reef on Christmas Eve. While he was back in Spain for supplies 
and more settlers, his original ad hoc settlement at the site of the accident, La 
Navidad, was wiped out and its inhabitants killed, apparently after their literally 
atrocious behavior led to hostility among many Indians, which proved lasting. 

The second, very large, expedition had begun in triumph in September, 
1493 (no one in Spain yet knew of the massacre). But it included a number of 
fortune-seekers too proud to work who proved a source of trouble. The new 
settlement he founded down the coast to replace La Navidad suffered 
widespread illness and spoilage of supplies due to the climate and bad location-
near a marsh that bred swarms of mosquitoes, with attendant disease. 

There was also: resentment of the Italian origin of the three Columbus 
brothers who ran things; discontent, disloyalty, and open rebellion by a number 
of men, including some highly-placed ones; attempted thievery by officials; 
seizing of vessels and return to Spain on the part of some, to spread slanderous 
reports about him; licentious, lawlessness, and brutality toward the natives by 
others, with more consequent hostilities with Indians. Columbus himself 
suffered recurrent and lengthy illnesses, and then an inquiry into his conduct by 
a crown representative because of malcontent reports in Spain. Finally, he 
sailed home in March, 1496 to deal with the charges. 

When he set out again on May 30, 1498, his third voyage had some bad 
times early on, and ended worse. He took a much more southerly route than 
before to explore rumors from the Portuguese of a continent to the south. He 
had also heard ofterra firma to the south from Caribbean Indians. Further, on 
the Aristotelian idea that lands in the same latitude have similar products, he 
thought that, since gold had been found in West Africa, it might well be found 
in the same latitudes in the New World. 

15 



En route, however, he drifted becalmed a number of days near the 
equator in mid-July's oppressive heat, food spoiling, water running low, the 
men exhausted, himself beset by gout. To shorten the route, with a freshening 
wind he turned more directly west than originally intended. 

His earlier course would have put him at the mouth of the Amazon; on 
the new one he still discovered South America, exploring part of the coast of 
Venezuela near Trinidad before turning northward to Hispaniola. The size and 
flow of the Orinoco River, which no island could support, convinced him that it 
had to be a continent, which he later came to believe contained the original 
Garden of Eden, though still a part of China. 

At Hispaniola he found a rebellion by his former chief justice, Roldan, 
and about 70 men. About a quarter of the remaining men had syphilis. Three 
ships he had sent on a direct route when he took the southerly one had 
mistakenly landed in the territory of the rebels, who suborned to their cause a 
good number of those on board. (Some on those ships were ex-jailbirds, 
released from prison on condition of participation in this enterprise of the 
crown.) When he finally resolved that rebellion, another broke out under 
different leadership. 

More than once he asked that a judicial officer be sent to help him 
administer things, only to get one who was ill-disposed to him, arrived at the 
worst possible time, acted in a high-handed manner, and in September 1500 sent 
him home in chains, along with his brothers, to answer new charges. 

Now, The Fourth Voyage 

Those charges had been cleared up and were behind him now, as his 
men relaxed in the beautiful lagoon area these ten days in October, 1502. 

His first voyage had sought a new route to the Indies. The second had 
been sent to colonize and exploit the lands he had found. The third had been 
intended to explore rumors of an unknown continent to the south, and to further 
develop the settlement in its new location, Santo Domingo. 

Now the fourth was intended to seek out the riches of the new world 
for Spain and promote the conversion of the natives and--Columbus's own 
special purpose--explore the idea of a middle passage to the Indies between the 
lands that had been explored to the north and the south. 

But on this fourth voyage, his trials would only get worse! 
He would suffer terrible weather again and again and again and again; 

more recurrent illness; loss of men due to desertion, drownings, and disease; the 
wounding of his brother and death of one of his most loyal captains and a 
number of men at the hands of Indians and, much later, of each other; ship 
worms that eventually destroyed all his vessels; unfeeling and cavalier treatment 
by his own successor, the governor of the Indies, at both ends of his voyage; 
and a year-long, virtually hopeless, stranding on Jamaica that would see half of 
his men revolt and bloodshed ensue. A quarter of his men would not return. 1 

His hopes of finding a passage to India would be dashed. 
But he would finally find a good source of gold after all. The only 

trouble would be that it couldn't be exploited! 
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All that was ahead of him as he set out on his fourth voyage on May 9, 
1502, with four ships and 140 men, over a third of whom were teen-agers, 
including his thirteen-year-old son, Fernando, whose account is the greatest 
source of information we have about the voyage. The Admiral had mended 
fences with the sovereigns, who again financed his voyage, but had expressly 
forbidden him to go to Santo Domingo until on the way home, because of his 
prior difficulties there. 

Nevertheless, when he crossed the Atlantic and arrived at Martinique, 
instead of going west as planned, he headed northward toward Santo Domingo 
in hopes of trading one of his four ships, the Santiago (which had proved. in 
Samuel Eliot Morison's words, "a crank and dull sailer, unsuitable for 
exploration, though sound enough for a homeward passage in summer"2

). He 
felt he needed better than that for heading into the unknown. There was also 
another reason. He had personal experience of hurricanes in 1494 and in 1495, 
his experienced eye now recognized the signs of a coming one, and he sought 
refuge from it in Santo Domingo's port. 

The Hispaniola settlement was now under the governorship of Nicolas 
de Ovando, who had just recently arrived with 32 ships, 2500 men, and 12 
friars, with orders to replace Francisco de Bobadilla, who had packed Columbus 
off to Spain in chains a year and a half before. Ovando refused Columbus 
permission to land, ignored his warning about the hurricane (it was jeered in 
Santo Domingo), and sent 28 ships of his fleet, laden with men and gold, off to 
Spain the next day as scheduled. 

The home-bound fleet sailed directly into the hurricane and disaster. A 
handful of ships limped back to port, but nineteen went down with all hands. 
Over 500 men perished, including Bobadilla and a number ofrebels, as well as 
fleet commander de Torres, formerly Columbus's second-in-command. Also 
lost was a fortune in gold. 
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Only a single ship made it through the stonn to Spain--the very one 
Columbus's agent had sent his share of the gold on. This time Columbus, who 
had been proved right, had also been doubly lucky: not only his had his fortune, 
which turned out to be a considerable one, been saved (though unknown to him 
at the time), but he had found a sheltered offshore spot west of Santo Domingo 
and his own ships weathered the storm with little damage, though not without 
great difficu lty. 

Discovery of Central America 
After some repairs, he moved on via the Jamaican area and off the 

Cuban coast (where winds and currents had carried him) across unknown waters 
to arrive off the coast of Honduras, a transnavigation that has been said to be 
"no less remarkab le" than his first crossing of the Atlantic.3 He was the first 
European to s ight (i.e., discover) Central America, and there he met the most 
advanced Indian culture he had yet encountered. They were not Mayan, but the 
area had been a part of the Mayan empire that had fallen just a few years earlier, 
and they indicated that there were advanced Indians to the west. 

But Columbus turned east. Since one could at any time count on the 
prevailing winds to sail westward from Cuba. he decided to beat eastward along 
the coast in the face of the wind in search of the passage to India. (Besides, one 
has to have a way to get back home, which was now to his east.) 

For a grueling 28 days the four ships tacked port and starboard, making 
very slow progress (averaging 6 miles a day, much slower than walking) against 
the wind and in terrible weather: "It was one continual rain, thunder, and 
lightening," he wrote. "Other tempests I have seen, but none that lasted so long 
or so grim as this. Many old hands whom we looked on as stout fellows lost 
their courage." Like many of his men, Columbus himself was sick, "and many 
times lay at death's door .... ", he recorded,4 

He was also concerned about his 13-year-old son Ferdinand, who bore 
up well, he said, and his brother Bartholomew, one of the sickest, on the ill
suited Santiago that he had wanted to trade. The ships sailed only in daytime, 
anchoring offshore at night to avoid running into unseen reefs or islands. When 
the wind let up the mosquitoes ate them alive (undoubtedly spreading diseases 
like malaria). At last they came to and rounded a cape he gratefully named 
Gracias a Dios, and the vessels could tum south and no longer had to fight the 
headwinds. 

Frustrated Hope and End of a Search 
Sailing down the coast of present-day Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa 

Rica, they made several stops along the way, resting, taking on wood and water, 
and meeting and trading with Indians, Then on October 5, they found a channel 
taking them into a large bay, now named Almirante. 

At last! Columbus had undertaken the voyage with the personal 
intention of discovering a passage to the west (which he apparently had 
identified with the Strait of Malacca through which Marco Polo had passed) 
lying south of China, of which he thought Cuba a part. Transiting it, he could 
circumnavigate the globe as Magellan's expedition was later to do. 
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Though the goal of discovering such a passage had not been 
speci fically indicated in their majesties' directions for the voyage, it had been 
implied and understood. Could this now be the entrance to the passage? The 
Indians said he should keep going to another large body of water which he 
wishfully took to be the ocean beyond the strait. 

But it was only the Chiriqui lagoon, not a passage, and further progress 
west was clearly blocked by mountains. Now, in early October, 1502, Columbus 
learned two crucial things: (1) that the land before him was an isthmus 
separating him from an ocean to the west, and (2) that not far away, in the 
vicinity of the river Veragua (a name also applied to a settlement and the area 
embracing the river and the settlement), there was gold. Here indeed he had seen 
the first real gold ornaments, those further north being copper and gold alloy. 

Regarding the isthmus, he had apparently misunderstood information 
from Indians up the coast earlier in the voyage about "a narrow place" between 
the oceans. (Not surprising, because there was no common language in which 
they could converse.) They had meant "a narrow place" of land, while he was 
wishfully thinking of"a narrow place" ofwater--the strait through which he 
could sail. 

Searching/or Gold 
Now regretfully disabused of that notion, he apparently decided to 

focus on finding a source of gold to give this mission success for his royal 
sponsors who paid the bill. They had instructed him to give primary attention to 
finding valuables such as precious stones and metals (gold and silver), pearls, 
and spices, and this he would now do--but unhappily only on this side of the 
isthmus he knew he could not cross. 
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The lagoon was a beautiful place, and his men needed the rest, so ten 
days were spent there, visiting Indian settlements, trading, and taking in what 
information they could, before continuing onward along the coast, on a long 
stretch that proved to have no good harbor. 

In a day's sailing they reached the edge of the Veragua area, where 
gold was reputed to be. They had to anchor offshore, and stayed several days to 
contact the Indians, who were in villages away from the coast. The latter were at 
first more inclined to fight than trade, while Columbus was mainly interested at 
this time in getting samples of what they had, before continuing on along the 
coast. They did get three gold disks, the Indians saying they had more where 
that crune from. Just where that was, was what interested Columbus. 

This is a very inhospitable section of coast, with jungles nurtured by 
excessive rains. Growth-covered mountains press against the narrow coastal 
plain, with its rocky bluffs interspersed with sand beaches, but there were no 
good anchorages. And they were heading east, against the prevailing trade wind 
again. 

Another stop was made in the mouth of a river, with more trading for 
samples of gold ornaments, They passed another five villages, and came to the 
end of the trading coast which had begun at Almirante Bay. about 160 miles 
behind them to the west. 

Columbus wanted to return to Veragua, but the weather intervened and 
the fulfillment of that desire was postponed for two months. It was the 
beginning of the rainy season and after he set out a storm arose with winds from 
the west now instead of the east and so strong that they carried him farther 
eastward instead, with no power to resist. Thrust before it, he eventually came 
to a fine port, Portobelo he called it, about 20 miles past what would become the 
entrance to the Panama Canal. 

The Struggle to Get Back to Veragua 
There they sheltered from the weather for a week before continuing on 

November 9 east another 15 or 20 miles, only to have the wind tum and push 
them the next day part way back to Portobelo to a place among some islets (near 
the present Nombre de Dios) where they found a lot of com. They stayed 12 
days, attending to ship and cask repairs, then headed east another very difficult 
45-50 miles before the wind started driving them back on their course again, 
when they wearily and regretfully stopped at a small port Columbus found and 
named Retrete ("closet"). They stayed from November 26 to December 5. 

Here the ships were adjacent to the bank, and small parties of men took 
it on themselves to steal ashore, do private trading with Indians under threat of 
force, and commit outrages raising the natives' hostility and leading Columbus 
to give a convincing demonstration of power with a ship's ordnance. 

In the face of the continuing winds from the east, and seeing he could 
accomplish little with these people. Columbus determined to renew his earlier 
attempt to head back to Veragua where he had evidence gold was to be had. He 
set out on December 5 with the wind at his back and sheltered that night in 
Portobelo again, about 30 miles to the west. 

But the next day the wind whipped about, and for a terrible month it 
whipsawed and like a shuttlecock they were batted back and forth between 
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Columbus' Faith-And What Else? 
(His problems with weather and illness continued into 1503.) 

Was it a mystical experience, an hallucination, or a dream? It was described in a 
lengthy, rambling, and not completely coherent letter to the sovereigns (today called the 
Lettera Rarissima) which Diego Mendez carried when he was sent by the marooned 
Columbus from Jamaica to Hispaniola for help. It is possible, of course, that the Admiral 
was trying to impress their majesties, but however the experience might be classified, its 
content as described by him is consistent with that muscular faith which Columbus was 
ever ready to express and which was the mainspring and motivation of his life, and 
echoed similar experiences he had recorded for February 14, 1493 returning on his first 
voyage, and Christmas Day, 1499 on Hispaniola. 

The scene: April 6, 1503. Three ships without their stores were light enough to 
cross the bar at the mouth of the Belen River. The fourth, with Bartholomew and most of 
the men, was still inside the bar. Columbus, ailing, was left completely alone on his 
flagship as small boats went back to get water and stores, during which they had to beat 
off an Indian attack. The sea turned bad and prevented their return. With a high fever 
and despairing at his inability to take practical action alone on his storm-tossed ship, or 
to escape, he struggled up the mast to the crows-nest and in great fear cried for help to 
the other captains-to no effect. He says he then lost consciousness. Then: 

I heard a voice in pious accents saying, 'Oh, foolish man and slow to serve your 
God, the God of alll What more did he accomplish for Moses or for his servant David? 
From the hour of your birth He has always had a special care of you. And when He saw 
that you were of an age that it pleased Him, He made your name resound in all the earth. 
The Indies, that are so rich a portion of the world, He gave you for your own. You 
bestowed them where you pleased, and He empowered you to do so. Of the bonds of the 
Ocean Sea, which had been bound with such mighty chains, He gave the keys to you. 
And you were lord over many lands, and your honour was great among Christian men. 
What more did He do for His people Israel, when He delivered them out of Egypt? Or for 
David, when from a shepherd He made him a king in Judaea? Turn to Him and confess 
your fault. His mercy is everlasting. 

'Old age will not make an great deeds Impossible for you. Manifold and great is the 
Inheritance in His gift. Abraham surpassed a hundred years when he begat Isaac. Nor 
was Sarah a young woman. You are calling on God to help you: consider, in your 
Ignorance, who has afflicted you so often and so sorely-God or the world? The 
privileges and promises that God grants, He does not break. 

'Nor does He say, after service has been done Him, that such was not His meaning 
and that His words should be otherwise understood. Nor does He bestow a martyr's lot 
as a means of cloaking compulsion. He abides by the literal sense of His words. 
Whatever He promises He bestows with increase. That Is His way. As I have told you, so 
has your creator dealt with you, and thus He deals with all men. And now', the voice told 
me, 'show Him the resolution you have shown in all your endeavours and angers in the 
service of others.' And, haff·dead as I was, I heard all this, but I knew no way to respond 
to those words of truth, save to weep for my sins. Whoever it was Who spoke, closed 
with the words, 'Be not afraid, but of good courage. All your afflictions are engraved in 
letters of matble and there Is a purpose behind them all'. 
(Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Columbus, Oxford Univen;ity Press, New York, 1991, pp. 167-68 
Another translation Is in Samuel Eliot Morison, tr. and ed ... Journals and Other Documents on the 
Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus, The Heritage Press, New York, 1963.) 
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Portobelo and a point somewhat more than 25 miles to its west. The continuing 
problem was that the current went with the wind at this time of year, and a 
sailing vessel could not go against either, nor did wind and current allow them 
to take any shelter. Again, dreadful storms, deluging rains, frightful thunder and 
lightening. raging seas, everything and everybody constantly soaked, no relief 
and little rest for the exhausted men, and continual terror--of fire from the 
lightening, or drowning from the raging seas, or from slamming into rocks or 
reefs. One ship got separated from the others and remained so for three days. 

Then came a couple of days of calm, and great schools of sharks. The 
men killed many for food and sport. On the 17th they were able to anchor in a 
small port to rest for three days before setting out again, in fair weather. But of 
course yet another storm soon sprang up, driving them into another port and 
another three-day stay. Setting forth again, they were blown back into a harbor 
they had been in before--where they stayed from December 26 to January 3. 

That harbor was apparently in the vicinity of the present-day entrance 
to the Canal, near Co16n. A careful student of astronomy as well as the weather, 
the Admiral didn't want to put out again until after the anticipated opposition of 
Saturn and Mars, which would make the weather worse. It occurred on 
December 29. 

Thus ended 1502, with Columbus, now eight months into his voyage, 
seeing the old year out and the new one in at the very entrance to what would be 
the man-made substitute for the passage he had so long sought! 

With fresh supplies of water, com, and wood, they set out again on the 
third day of the new year, sailing 60 miles back to the Veragua area and 
anchoring on the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6. There being no ports at all 
in that area, he anchored in the mouth of a river he named Belen (for 
Bethlehem). It was the beginning of his most significant adventures at the gold
bearing area of Veragua, the name of which is immortalized in the title his 
descendants bear to this day, Duke of Veragua. 

Happy New Year? 

A new year had begun, and his expedition had entered a new phase-
and it and the one following it would be even worse than those that preceded it, 

Along the Central American coast they had suffered greatly from the 
weather and from illnesses, but in addition to more of the same, worse things 
were yet to come in the year and a half before Columbus and what would be left 
of his men got back " to civilization" (Santo Domingo) again--and that not under 
his own sail, but after having to be rescued. And, for all the long-suffering 
efforts of himself, his brother, his son, and his men (including the boys, who, 
regardless of age, were thrust into manhood on the expedition), he would bring 
back no significant new treasure other than knowledge. (Even some of that 
knowledge--like the non-discovery of the passage to the west--was 
disappointing.) And no opportunity had been found to evangelize the Indians, 
another purpose stated in the commissioning of the expedition. But as 1503 
began, all that was unknown. 
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It's just as well. Columbus the optimist (he was truly a prototypical 
American in that) was finally back in the gold-area, and there was hope that he 
might still be able to make the voyage a success in the riches it could discover 
for the crown. 

He would take 1503 as it came, with faith and hope, learning its secrets 
as it unfolded. 

Epilogue: 
Creation of The Western Passage and The Columbus Memorial 

The man primarily responsible for America's realization of the dream 
of Columbus of a passage to the western ocean through the Panamanian isthmus 
was President Theodore Roosevelt. ln 1904, 402 years after Columbus's visit to 
the site of the Panama Canal, the U.S. concluded a treaty for the land on which 
to build it, the official transfer taking place on May 4, 1904. The Panama Canal 
was officially opened to commerce on August 15, 1914. 

While work on its construction was underway the Columbus Memorial 
and Fountain were authorized ( 1907), built, and dedicated (1912). It was 
President Roosevelt who signed the legislation authorizing it. The man who 
reportedly originally conceived the idea and was responsible for initiation of the 
legislation was Joseph Burg, of Potomac Council of the Knights of Columbus in 
Washington, according to a newspaper report of his death in 1957 at the age of 
90. He was invited to the Capitol by President Roosevelt for the signing 
ceremony on March 4, 1907, and the following byplay was reported: 

'"Who is this fellow Columbus?' he [T.R.] asked in fun. 
"'I think he is the real father of the American Navy, Mr. President,' 

replied Mr. Burg. 
"'By George, I believe you are right, Joe,' exclaimed the President, as 

he placed his name on the bill. 'My name is on this bill,'he added, 'and my 
heart is in it! "'5 

Of course, T.R., who had written a naval history of the War of 1812 
and later served as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, well knew (and as Irishmen 
like to recal l) that the real "Father of the American Navy" was John Barry. 

The pen used to sign the legislation was given to Potomac Council, but 
its whereabouts are now unknown. 

--Edward M. Sullivan 
Notes 

I. Samuel Eliot Morison, in his Admiral of the Ocean Sea, vol. 2 (New York: Time, 1962, p. 574, -
reports 30 losses to drown ings, disease, fighting the Indians at Belen, and in the rebellion on 
Jamaica, as well as four desertions on Hispaniola 

2. Morison, p.577. 

3. Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Columbus (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), p. 105. 

4. Quoted by Morison, p.585. 

5. The Catholic Standard. December 20, 1057 
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1992: Ten Years Ago Today 

The Grand National Plan 

rn August 1984, Congress established the Christopher Columbus 
Quincentenary Jubilee Commission, which was sworn in on September 12, 
1985. Their report to Congress two years later (September 12, 1987) outlined 
an ambitious program, not all of which was realized. Five themes were 
proposed: 
I. Columbus: the Man and the Visionary. Seek better knowledge about him 
as an individual and better understanding of the importance of his voyage and 
the diverse environments in which he lived. 
II. Our Old World Heritage. Celebrate unity in diversity, and recognize the 
Hispanic colonial history of large parts of our country. 
Ill. Our New World Heritage. Reflect on what was lost as well as found. 
The resilience, diversity, and contribution of Native Americans to American 
culture, and their various food crops that became staples in other parts of the 
world, all merit acknowledgment. 
IV. American Alternatives: The New World's Contribution to the Old . 
Colonies here were havens for old ideas of liberty, religious dissent, 
experimentation, rebellion against slavery, and economic individualism, and the 
birth of the nation made the utopian idea of democratic constitutional 
government real. Our popular culture, a product of ethnic diversity and 
democratic accessibility, has spread all over the world. 
V. The future: New Worlds Then and Now. Reflect on Columbus' vision-
his ability to build on existing knowledge, to grow, learn, and seek new 
frontiers--and what it means for the next 500 years. Particularly appropriate 
would be international cooperation on space exploration. 
National Initiatives. Several national initiatives were proposed: 
o Competitive scholarships in collaboration with Spain, Italy, Portugal, and our 
hemispheric neighbors promoting study of geography, history, and foreign 
languages. 
o In collaboration with the Library of Congress and the National Archives, 
acquisition of copies of key historical Hispanic documents in libraries and 
archives of Spain, Portugal, Italy and Latin America. 
o A national Museum of the Americas (preferably on the Washington Mall) 
with exhibitions, research, and training on Native American life through the 
millennia of human life in this hemisphere. 
Projects. The plan encouraged books and pamphlets on the history of the 
Americas; films and television productions; bibliographical projects; 
translations of original documents and scholarly works, and also literary works 
from other nations of the Americas; conferences and convocations; 
preservation, travel, and tourism; and support of appropriate projects in 
libraries, archives, museums. and in the arts. 
Commemorative Events. Preliminary events would include sports, musical 
performances and art exhibits, and the I OOth anniversary of the oldest 
Columbus Day parade in the U.S., in 1990 in Baltimore. Other events: a mobile 
exhibit on the quincentenary themes, a 500-year time capsule; and a ceremonial 
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closing of the Columbus Doors of the National Capitol on October 12, 1991 
and opening on the 500th anniversary day, October 12, 1992, to symbolize the 
communications Columbus opened between the Old and New Worlds. Several 
focal events were proposed for 1992 : 
o The Chicago-Seville World's Fair, with a specialized exposition in Genoa on 
maritime exploration. 
o Ameritlora '92, International Floral and Garden Exposition, Columbus, Ohio. 
o Visits to American seaports by replicas of the Nifia, Pinta, and Santa Maria. 
o A repeat of the first international naval rev iew held in American waters in 
1893, which escorted replicas of Columbus's ships into New York harbor. There 
would be a parade of sail from Genoa and Lisbon to Cadiz, San Juan in Puerto 
Rico and the East coast of the U.S. with a parade of tall ships in the presence of 
the President and other heads of state on July 4, 1992. A similar event on the 
West Coast would feature ships from Pacific nations. 
o On Columbus Day, 1992 local celebrations, such as those in Wash ington, 
New York, Chicago, Columbus, and other cities should expand their scope to 
address the broader significance of the anniversary. 

1992 in Washington DC 

Several major museum exhibits did take place here that more or less 
reflected the above themes: "Circa 1492" at the National Gallery of Art 
(October 12, 1991-January 12, 1992), "Seeds of Change" at the National 
Museum of Natural History (October 27, 1991-April 1, 1992), and "1492: An 
Ongoing Voyage" at the Library of Congress. The replicas of the three ships did 
put into Baltimore and Annapolis in May and June, on their way up the coast. 
The National Park Service had a three-day program celebrating diversity at 
Columbus Plaza culminating in the traditional ceremonies at the Columbus 
Memorial on the Monday federal holiday which happily in 1992 fell on 
October 12. 
The Civic Ceremony At the Columbus Memorial. 

This was the third time it was sponsored under the recently-created 
Washington Columbus Celebration Association (since renamed the National 
Columbus Celebration Association). Whereas the Knights of Columbus had 
opened their world-wide celebration of the Quincentenary here in conjunction 
with the 1991 celebration, in 1992 their focus for celebration was at their 
August national convention in New York, where one of the guests was Cristobal 
Col6n, Duke of Veragua, 20th lineal descendent of the original Christopher 
Columbus. 

Here at the Columbus Memorial the ceremonies began at l :45 p.m., 
featuring addresses by U. S. Attorney Joseph E. DiGenova ("The Courage of 
Christopher Columbus," subsequently reproduced in excerpted format in the 
1994 program book) and historian Christopher Kauffman ("Culture and 
Religion: A Quincentennial Reflection"). Hon. Joseph A. DePaul was Master 
of Ceremonies. There was a brief presentation by Louis Koerber, President of 
the National Flag Foundation, observing the l OOth anniversary of the Pledge of 
Allegiance, originally composed in connection with the 1892 Columbus 
Quadricentennial and incorporated by Congress into the Flag Code of the U.S. 
in the Pledge's fiftieth anniversary Year, 1942. (The pledge was modified in 
1954 to include the words "under God"). 
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An entertaining visual break in the program was Renaissance dancing 
by the Nachtanz dance group, which had participated in several celebrations in 
earlier years. Music was provided both as a prelude at 11 :30 a.m. and during the 
l :45 program by the Filarmonica Sestrese Genoa Concert, on a Columbus 
Quincentennial tour from Italy October 9-21, which also included concerts at 
the White House, Palm Coast, Disneyland, and South Florida. Founded in 
1845, the concert band earned accolades from Garibaldi, Mazzini and Verdi, 
and won awards in Switzerland, Spain, and Czechoslovakia. Director was 
Gianluca Silvano, with Colonel Charles Gabriele serving as guest conductor. 

A souvenir program booklet was first published in 1992, the forerunner 
of the one in your hands. With an attractive full-co lor cover featuring 
Columbus's three ships at sea, it had 28 pages with informative background 
articles and courtesy advertising that provided revenue t0 help pay the costs of 
the program. Such a booklet has been published each year since, more than 
doubling in size. 
The DAR, SAR, and CAR Program in the Columbus Club 

The outdoor civic ceremony was preceded by a I 0 a.m. program in the 
Columbus Club of Union Station, sponsored by the local chapters of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Sons of the American Revolution, and 
Children of the American Revolution. 

It included a color guard presentation by the DC Metropolitan Police; 
the Pledge of Allegiance and the American Creed; a greeting by Carlo Trezza, 
First Counselor of the Embassy of Italy; commemorative tributes by 
representatives of the three sponsoring societies; stamp cancellation and cachet 
directed by the U.S. Postal Service; greetings from the Washington Columbus 
Celebration Association; skits by the CAR, directed by Dr. Frank Spindler; and 
several talks (Dr. David Curfman on 1492 revisited; Ame B. Molander on what 
Columbus really looked like; and John Verano on the biological impact of 
Columbus's voyages). 
The Sunday Religious Ceremony and the Lido Club Statue Donation 

Holy Rosary Church, the non-territorial Italian parish near Union 
. Station, traditionally has been site of the annual religious celebration of 
Columbus Day the Sunday preceding the Monday civic ceremony. The Mass in 
1992 was followed by an historic event: the presentation to the parish by the 
Lido Civic Club of a specially-commissioned statue of Columbus, which stands 
in the courtyard between the church and the rectory. (See page 42 for a picture 
of the statue). Each year since, it has been the site of a brief ceremony 
following the Mass, as part of the annual religious observance sponsored by the 
Lido Club and the District of Columbia Knights of Columbus 

The Lido Civic Club has existed since 1929, and has an economically 
and socially diverse membership bound by Italian-American heritage and 
culture. Lido Club members have long been involved in Columbus Day 
celebrations. Records document their participation in the early 1930s. In its 
wider service to the community, the Lido Club has helped many to gain a good 
education and sound careers through scholarships, and has given assistance to 
the homeless, elderly, orphans. disaster victims, and others in need. 

--Edward M. Sullivan 
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Capitol Hilrs 
Premier Choice 
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.2. Blocks to the US Capitol 

Mention this ad and receive turndown service with 
Baileys Irish Cream and Irish Chocolates 

47 



Mclean Pediatric Associates, Inc. 
Enrico Davoli, M.D. Chau T. Lam, M.D. 

Joseph C. Evers, M.D. 
PRO-LIFE AND PRO-CHASITY 

6711 Whittier Avenue 
Mclean, VA 22101 

Phone: 703-356-5722 Fax: 703-734-3823 

IN MEMORY 
OF 

NICK G. CATUCCI 

THE PAST DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDER OF CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS 

Abp. Michael J. Curley Assembly No. 383 
Knights of Columbus - Fourth Degree 

For God, Church , and Country 
S/K Rev. Everett Pearson, Faithfu l Fra ir 
S/K Rev. Mike Wilson , Associate Frair 

S/K Rev. Mr. Perfecto Santiago, Assoc . Frair 
S/K James Gordon, Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Winfrey, Fa ithful Adm iral S/K Edward Terech , Faithfu l Capt ian 
S/K David Kn itowski , Faithful Comptroller S/K Paul Simon, Faithful Purser 
S/K Orga Price, Sr. , Faithful Pilot S/K George Chapman, Faithful Scribe 
S/K John Flowers, Faithful Trustee S/K Jim Brown, Faithful Trustee 

S/K Thomas Lank, Fa ithful Trustee 
S/K Nicholas Pergola, Faithful Sentinel S/K John Pearson, 111 , Faithful Sentinel 

PHONE BUS: 301-050-0951 

FAX: 301-262-6304 
E-MAIL: QUAGSR@AOL.COM 

Daniel J. Quagliarello, FICF, LUTCF 
Field Agent 

AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
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2002 KIRKLAND DRIVE 
OXON HILL, MD 20745 

N!AF 

'The ..National Society of the 
(_/)aughters of the fimerican <f\_ei:;olution 

and 
'The ..National Italian fimerican c1ioundation 

are pleased to announce 
co-sponsorship in an 

Essay Contest featuring Christopher Columbus 

Contest is open to students 
of all ethnic and racial groups in Grades 9 and 12. 

TOPIC 
2002- 2003 topic is "How did the voyages of Christopher Columbus 

express the general political, social and scientific 
outlook of the fifteenth century?" 

PRIZE 
The prize for the national winner is $1,000, paid transportation to Washington, 
D.C. and housing for winner and one parent, all financed by the National Italian 
American Foundation. The national winner must read the prize- winning essay 
at the Columbus Memorial in Washington, D.C. on Columbus Day (October 13, 
2003), during ceremonies conducted by the National Columbus Celebrat ion 
Association. 

FORM 
Essay is to be typewritten with no more than 750 words. Essay must have a 
title page which includes student's full name, address, phone number, 
school, grade level, name of sponsoring DAR chapter and number of words 
in essay. Do 11ot submit aphotorraph with entry . 

NSDAR ADMINISTRATION OF CONTEST 
T his contest will be admi ni stered by the NSDAR. 
For further in formation about this co ntest contact 

Shirley M. Gilkeson, National Vice Chairman 
Chri stopher Columbus Essay Contest, American History Committee, NSDAR 

I 92 I Oakridge Drive, Charleston, WV 25311 •Phone (304) 342- 3087 
or 

O ffi ce of the Historian Genera l, NS DAR 
1776 D Street NW, Washington, DC 20006-5303 •Phone (202) 879- 3256 
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First Prize Essay, NJAF-NSDAR Essay Contest, 2001-2002 

"If you were to interview Christopher Columbus and John Glenn, what 
differences and similarities would you expect to find between them?" 

By Mary Colene Burns 
Hayden High School, Grade 11, Warrior, Alabama 

Sponsored by Warriors River Chapter, NSDAR 

Webster's New Dictionary and Thesaurus of the English Language 
defines an interview as "a meeting of persons face to face, especially for a 
formal discussion". lf I had the opportunity to interview Christopher Columbus 
and John Glenn, I would expect the find differences and similarities between 
their careers and personal lives. Most of the information that is known about 
Columbus comes from his personal manuscripts and the diligent work of 
historians. Glenn recently published his autobiography. 

In interviewing Columbus and Glenn, I would find both men eager to 
share the exciting stories of their adventurous lives. Christopher Columbus is 
credited with discovering the "New World" of the Americas. Born in Genoa, 
ltaly in 1451, Columbus was the son of a wool weaver and tavern-keeper. With 
dreams of sailing west to India, Columbus set out in 1492 with three ships 
eventually reaching the Americas. He made three more voyages to the 
Americas. 

John Glenn was the first American to achieve orbital flight in outer 
space. Born in Cambridge, Ohio in 1921, Glenn was the son ofa plumber. 
With dreams of flying, Glenn joined the Navy to become a pilot. He eventually 
became an astronaut and politician. 

One obvious difference between the two pioneers is the time periods in 
which they lived. Columbus lived from 1451 to 1506. Today, Glenn enjoys an 
active life, oddly enough, in Columbus, Ohio. Despite the time difference, both 
men found their niche in the world. Columbus conquered the water by "sailing 
the ocean blue", while Glenn conquered the air by blasting off into space. 

Columbus had no political aspirations and, sadly, was unfairly 
imprisoned at one point in his life. Glenn became an Ohio senator and in 1984 
ran as a candidate for the Democratic Presidential nomination. 

Despite a few obvious differences, I would find that their lives were 
very similar. From their humble beginnings, both Columbus and Glenn started 
to follow their adventurous dreams. Columbus made expeditionary trips down 
the cost of Africa before sailing to the America's. Glenn flew fighter airplanes 
for the U.S. in World War II. 

Columbus and Glenn would enjoy telling me about their families. 
Columbus had two sons, Diego and Fernando. Glenn married his childhood 
sweetheart, Annie Castor. They had two children, John David and Carolyn 
Ann. 

Both men would talk excitedly about the day they made history. 
Columbus would tell me that on October 12, 1492, his ship, the Santa Maria 
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BASILICA OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE 
OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Reverend Monsignor Michael J. Bransfield, Rector 

1s pleased to join in honoring 

Christopher Columbus 
for his courage, faith, and apostolic zeal, 

as well as for his devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

400 Michigan Avenue Northeast 
Washington, District of Columbia 

20 2-5 2 6-8 3 00 www. n a tionalsh rin e. com 
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Congratulations 

from 

The Razzano's 

Stephanie and Frank 

Joseph Catherine 

Barbara and Francis 

OCTOBER - 2002 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

Co"lt~f4 '"" 
GINO MARINUCCI C.P .A., P .C. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

GINO MARINUCCI CPA 
ANTHONY G. MARINUCCI CPA 

(301) 942-2266 
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landed in the present day Bahamas. Columbus said, "These islands are so 
lovely that I do not know where to go first." Glenn would narrate his story 
about "riding fire" through the heavens in his space capsule, the Friendship 7, 
on February 20, 1962. As he spotted the Earth he said, "Oh! This view is 
tremendous!" 

Both Columbus and Glenn had to promote themselves and their desires 
in order to accomplish their dreams. Columbus had to lobby for years in the 
Portuguese and Spanish royal courts before Spain's monarchs, Ferdinand and 
Isabella, agreed to fund his voyage in search of a western route to Asia. At age 
seventy-five, Glenn presented a request to NASA to return to space. After two 
years, his request was granted and on October 29, 1998, he become the oldest 
man to fly in space. 

The goals of Columbus and Glenn were not self-centered. Columbus 
stated that he wanted to spread Christianity through his voyages. Glenn 
journeyed into space in 1998 to conduct experiments on aging. Upon returning 
from their historic trips, Columbus and Glenn were greeted with banquets and 
parties. Columbus dined with the queen and king of Spain. Glenn received 
heavy news coverage and addressed a joint session of Congress. 

Perhaps the most striking similarity between Columbus and Glenn is 
their adventurous spirit of bravery and the fact that they refused to yield to 
difficulty and discouragement. They were willing to risk their lives for their 
dreams. 

At the conclusion of my interview, I would fully understand the impact 
that Christopher Columbus and John Glenn had upon our world. Columbus's 
discovery sparked the beginning of continuous contact between the "Old 
World" and the "New World". In the same way, Glenn's voyage began the 
conquest of another "New World", the vast world of space. The fulfillment of 
Columbus's dream made Glenn's dream a reality. The fulfillment of Glenn's 
dream will make other dreams a reality. Columbus and Glenn are two men 
whose dreams will live on as an inspiration to the pioneer spirit in all of us. 

Columbus Monuments Around the World 
Unfortunately, space limits this year again thwarted plans for a complete report 
on Columbus monuments around the world as reported on the outstanding web 
site of Dr. Peter Van der Krogt of the University of Utrecht. It shows 
"monuments erected all over the world with a relation to Christopher Columbus, 
his companions and their early voyages to America," including statues, 
sculptures. plaquettes, and exterior frescoes . The list keeps growing, as new 
sites are identified. On Columbus Day 2000 we reported he had identified 188 
Columbus monuments. A year later it was 286. As of September 7, 2002 the 
total was 355. Of that current total, 146 (41%) are in the U.S., 117 (33%) in 
Europe, 90 (25%) in Latin America and the West Indies, and 2 (<1 %) in Asia. 
Washington, D.C. has more than any other city in the U.S. Photos are (often 
taken by him personally) given of many of the sites, Go to: 
http://cartography.geog.uu.nl/columbus/ It's well worth a visit! 
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~ttfional ~ocirfJJ 
~augqfers of fqr ~mrriran ~ruolufion 

1776 D Street NW, Washington, DC 20006-5303 

T he DAR is a women's volunteer service organization made up of approximately 
167,000 members with over 2,850 chapters located in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Australia, Canada, France, Italy, Japan, Mexico and the United Kingdom. 

On October 11, 1890, 18 women met officially to organize the NSDAR for historic, 
educational and patriotic purposes and it is now in its second century of service to the 
nation. Over 800,000 have been admitted to membership since 1890. 

The National Headquarters of the NSDAR is located in Washington, D.C. between 
17th and 18th and C and D Streets, N.W. It covers an entire city block across from the 
Ellipse and is two blocks from the White House. Two of the three buildings of this complex 
have been designated Registered National Historic Landmarks. Memorial Continental 
Hall, the original building erected by the DAR, was dedicated in 1905, and now houses 
the DAR Genealogical Library, one of the finest in the country, the DAR Museum 
Gallery and 33 period rooms representing particular historic periods. Constitution Hall, 
the only known building dedicated to the Constitution of the United States, was designed 
by John Russell Pope and constructed in 1928- 1929. The Hall was primarily bui lt to hold 
the DAR's annual meeting, but from the beginning has been used for concerts, lectures 
and other performing arts events. 

The Library and Museum are open to the public Monday through Friday 8:30 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

* * * 
From its inception, the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution has 

recognized a special bond with Christopher Columbus and Queen Isabella, Queen of 
Castile at the time Columbus's expedition sailed in 1492. During the formative period of 
the DAR, the summer and fall of 1890, the consistent intent was to organize the Nat ional 
Society formally on October 11 , in order to recognize the anniversary of the discovery of 
America by Columbus and to pay homage to Queen Isabella who provided financial 
assistance to his expedition. Within a couple of years of its founding, the DAR decided to 
take active part in the World's Colombian Exposition which was held in Chicago in 1893 

· in commemoration of the 400th anniversary of Columbus's discovery of America. 
The fascination of the DAR with Christopher Columbus has continued to be active 

throughout the 11 2 years since the National Society's founding in 1890. Over fifteen arti
cles featuring Columbus have appeared in the DAR Magazine and the renowned explorer 
has been featured on the cover of the magazine. At the time of the Columbus quincenten
nial celebration in 1992, the DAR formed a special committee, the Columbus Quin
centennial Committee, which encouraged special state celebrations and projects to mark 
the occasion-all in an effort to publicize Christopher Columbus in the community. The 
committee produced a slide program "Discover Columbus, Discover America," 100 
copies of which were sent out across the nation. Over 3,000 DAR members purchased a 
special DAR Columbus Quincentennial pin. Through fund raising efforts, the DAR raised 
over $4,000 that was contributed to the Columbus Chapel in Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, for 
historic preservation. At the DAR headquarters in Washington, D.C., a small exhibit enti 
tled "A Century Old Bond, 1890- 1992: The Daughters Honor Christopher Columbus" 
was mounted . Four years after the 500th anniversary of Columbus's arrival in the 
Western Hemisphere, the DAR, once again, displayed its keen interest in honoring 
Columbus. In 1996, the DAR joined with the National Italian American Foundation in 
sponsoring an annual national essay contest focusing on Christopher Columbus. The 
DAR administers this contest, which is now open to students in grades 9 through 12. 
During the contest's first year, over 1,700 students participated. Subsequently, participa
tion has continued to grow and contest entries have recently reached over 4,200. 
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N!AF 
THE NATIONAL ITALIAN-AMERICAN 

FOUNDATION 

A non-profit organization in Washington, D.C. 
that is preserving the heirtage of an estimated 20 million 
Americans of Italian decent, the nation's fifth largest ethnic 
group. 

The NAIF funds scholarships, internships, 
conferences and other programs, and promises closer cultural 
and economic ties with Italy. It also publishes 
AMBASSADOR Magazine. The only national magazine for 
Italian Americans. 

For a free copy of AMBASSADOR Magazine, call or write: 

The National Italian-American Foundation 
1869 Nineteenth Street, NW 

Washington DC 20009 
Telephone 202-387-0600 

Business Listing - Compliments of CITIZENS BANK - Alex Goode 

• 
Knights of Columbus 

Keane Council No. 353 
Home Council of Past State Deouty Frank R. Shaw 

Our Congratulations and Best Wishes to the 
NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

Raymond J. Briscoe, Grand Knight 
William W. Hunter, Chancellor 
James H. Pope, Financial Secretary 
Aumoura D. Carroll , Advocate 

43 

Howwin Carter, Deputy GK 
Andrew C. Weeks, Recorder 
Everett Crosson, Treasurer 
Stephen G. Hawkins, Sr. Warden 
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Statue of Christopher 
Columbus erected in the 
courtyard of Holy Rosary 
Church, Washington, DC. 

See mention in story Page 26. 

The inscription on the statue reads 
as follows: 

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO 
This monument erected on the 

occasion of the 1992 Quincentennial 
Jubilee celebrating the discovery of 
America, pays tribute to Cristoforo 

Colombo and his seafaring companions. 
Their bold voyage led to a historic 

encounter between the European world 
and the Americas. A turning point in 

Western Civilization, this event paved 
the way for the spreading of the 

Gospel and the establ ishment of a 
society anchored on the principles of 

Christian love and holiness. 
1492 - 1992 

NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

The most prominent commemorative figure of Christopher Columbus in the 
nation's capital, the only U.S. jurisdiction named for Columbus, stands in a marble 
fountain setting in a plaza in front of one of the great landmark bui ldings in the 
city-- Union Station-- opposite the U.S. Capitol. Dedicated in I 9 I 2 before a crowd 
of nearly 20,000 individuals including President Taft and cabinet members, 
Supreme Court justices, members of the U.S. Congress, thousands of Knights of 
Columbus, and others, it has been a focal point for annual celebrations to honor the 
great navigator and discoverer. Over the decades the celebrations were held by 
various organizations. In 1934 Congress authorized and requested the President 
to issue an annual Columbus Day proclamation, and in 1968 declared Columbus 
Day a public holiday, commencing in I 971. 

After that time there was a gradual evolution of planning, which involved 
the Knights of Columbus, Italian-American organizations, U.S. military 
organizations, the diplomatic corps--especially Italy, Spain, and The Bahamas--and 
the National Park Service. In 1989 these efforts culminated in the organization of 
The Washington Columbus Celebration Association, which has been responsible 
since then for the yearly Columbus Day event. The Association is governed by a 
board of directors elected by its general membership, with officers chosen annually 
by the board. 

The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of Columbus and his 
historic achievement in linking the Old World and the New, but also the higher 
values that motivated and sustained him in his efforts and trials. These virtues--his 
faith, the courage of his convictions, dedication to purpose, perseverance in effort, 
professional excellence, and boldness in facing the unknown--are as appropriate 
today as they were in his time. The Association invites individuals and 
organizations who identify with these purposes to join the membership. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

David R. Curfman, M.D., President 
John C. Moore, Founding Chairman Emeritus 

Paul E. Biciocchi, Vice President 
Daniel J. Quagliarello, Treasurer 

Anthony Leggio, Secretary 
Richard J. Higgins, Esq., Counsel 

Javier G. Bustamante 
Col. Charles H. Gallina 
T. Eric Morsicato 
Charles L. Russo 

G. Pino Cicala 
Col. Thomas J. Hogan 
Mrs. Stephanie Rozzano 
Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D. 
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Leonard M. Durso 
Joseph Incarnato 
Alfred M. Rotondoro 
Gustav S. Weber 



NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 
ASSOCIATION 

MEMBER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

GENERAL 
National Italian-American Foundation 

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
Lido Civic Club of Washington, D.C. 

Fr. Nicola DeCarlo Post, Catholic War Veterans 
Hispanic Cultural Association 

Holy Rosary Church (Italian Parish) 
National Society Children of American Colonists 

Roma Lodge No. 71 , O.S.I.A. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Supreme Council 

District of Columbia State Council 
Maryland State Council 
Virginia State Council 

Washington Council No. 224 
Keane Council No. 353 
Potomac Council 433 

Bishop Patrick Byrne Council 3877 
Cardinal O 'Boyle Council No. 11302 

Washington Assembly 151, Fourth Degree 
Prince of the Clmrch Assembly 2534, 4t1• Degree 

Harry J Canter Insurance Agency 

COMMERCIAL 
Bob Grill, General Contractor 
Gino Marinucci, C.P.A., P.C. 

Joseph A. Sauro Custom Tailor 
Sport Chevrolet 
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Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation 
is pleased to participate in the 

90'" Anniversary of the 
Dedication of the Columbus Memorial 

The Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation is an independent Federal government agency es tabl ished 
by Congress in 1992 to encourage and promote new discoveries in the visionary spirit of Christopher 
Columbus. 

The Foundation has developed Fro11tiers of Discovery-Work i11 Progress a11d Discover the Future 
programs that recognize "cutting edge" innovation , innovative ideas of America's youth , and honor teachers. 

The Work i11 Progress program awards the $200,000 Fra11k A11111111zio Awards-two $50,000 awards in the 
Arts/H11ma11ities!H11111a11itaria11 fi eld and two $50,000 awards in the Scie11cenecl111ology fi eld for "cutting 
edge" innova tion. 

Discover the Future sponsors three progra ms. The Christopher Columbus Awards encourage midd le 
school students to find and solve a community problem using sc ience and technology. The Natio11al 
Gallery for America's Young brve11tors inducts six young in ven tors in grades K-12 into the Ga llery 
annuall y to preserve their innovat ions. The Freida J. Riley Teacher Award ann uall y honors a teacher who 
works with a disability or teaches in an adverse working environment yet inspires students on a daily basis. 

For more in formation on the Foundation' s programs visit ww" .co lumhusf"dn .org or call (315) 258-0090. 

Board of Trustees 
Rosa lyn Queen Alonso, Chair 
Joyce Savocchio, Vice Chair 
Arun Bhumitra 
Salvador Diaz-Verson, Jr. 
Robert J. G lovtiz 
John 1-l. Kuhnle 
Maria Lombardo 
Stephen J. Moses 
A. Michael Perry 
Curtis A. Prins 
Lynda 1-l. Scribante 
Thomas K. Thomas 
M. Joyce Van Schaack 

Trustee Em eriti 
Gerard D. DiMarco 
John C. Haqier* 
John C. Pierce 
Wil liam A. Seavey 
Agnes E. Vaghi 

Fo1111der 
The late Frank Annunzio* 

Executive Director 
Judith M. Shellenberger 

* Former Chairmen 

110 Genesee Street, Suite 390, Auburn, New York 13021 
(315) 258-0090 Fax: (315) 258-0093 
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BIOGRAPHIES 
• DR. DAVID R. CURFMAN, a native of Ohio and a neurosurgeon in private 
practice in Washington, D.C. is serving his eighth year as president of the 
National Columbus Celebration Association. His devoted interest in 
Christopher Columbus goes back over several decades and in 1992 during the 
quincentenary of the great explorer's discovery was an invited guest 
accompanied by his wife for embarkation anniversary ceremonies in Spain and 
other commemoration events in Italy and later in the Commonwealth of The 
Bahamas. Dr. Curfman has held numerous professional and civic leadership 
positions in both the metropolitan area and at the national level along with 
several citations and commendation medals from military and civic 
organizations. He is a biographee in WHO'S WHO in MEDICINE and 
HEALTH CARE, WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA, WHO'S WHO in the EAST, 
WHO'S WHO in SCIENCE and ENGINEERING, WHO'S WHO of 
EMERGING LEADERS IN AMERICA, WHO'S WHO in the WORLD, and 
WHO'S WHO (International) in MUSIC and MUSICIANS' DIRECTORY 
(Cambridge, England). 

•MAJOR MICHAEL J. COLBURN, a native of St. Albans, Vermont, was 
appointed assistant director of the United States Marine Band in 1996. He began 
his interest in music at age l 0 and after graduating from Bellows Free Academy 
in St. Albans in 1982, he attended the Crane School of Music at the State 
University of New York (Potsdam) where he studied euphonium. He received 
his bachelor's degree in music performance in 1986 from Arizona State 
University (Tempe) studying euphonium with David Perantoni. In 1991 he 
earned his master's degree in conducting from George Mason University, 
Fairfax, Virginia. After joining the band in 1987 he quickly became the 
featured euphonium soloist presenting recitals and clinics at numerous national 
and international brass conferences. In 1997 Major Colburn conducted the 
seventieth annual New England Music Festival Band in Colchester, Vennont. 
Earlier this year he was appointed assistant director and executive officer for 
"The President's Own." 

•MARY COLENE BURNS, the sixth annual winner of the national essay 
contest on a theme of Christopher Columbus from over 4,000 entries, was born 
in Birmingham, Alabama on January 5, 1985. She is the only child of Howard 
R. and Deborah A. Bums and is a descendant of a military officer in the 
American Revolution. She is currently a senior at Hayden High School, 
Hayden, Alabama, where she has been the recipient of numerous honors and 
awards and currently ranks number one in her class with a 4.0 grade point 
average. Miss Bums has been the recipient of several first place awards in 
essay contests, public speaking and holds one of the top Miss Majorette of 
America titles for baton twirling. She is a member of the high school concert 
band as a French Hom player, is a skilled pianist performing in community 
recitals and is a vocal soloist in her church choir. She is actively involved in 
serving her community in various volunteer capacities. Her life's goals include 
careers in finance and in music performance. 
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HONORARY MEMBERS 

Archdiocese of Washington 
The United States Army Band 

"Pershina,'s Own' 
Co/. L. Bryan Shelburne, ]r., Director 

The United States Marine Band 
"The President's Own" 

Co/ Timothy W. Foley, D irector 

INDIVIDUAL 
VirgJ C. Dechant, Past Supreme Knigbt, K of C 

Dorla Dean Elton Kemper, HPG-NSDAR 

lames P. Kiernan, Ph.D., OAS 
Lloyd OgJvie, D.D., Chaplain, U.S. Senate 

Jose L. Restrepo. LL.D., OAS 
Msgr. Rt.er C. Roensch, 

Director Bishops Off;ce or U.S. Visitors to the Vatican 
Ana Maria SneTI, P 1.D., University of Maryland 

Rafael Jover Y De Mora Figueroa 
Ambassador of Spain to Jamaica 

Linda Tinker Watkins, PG-NSDAR 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
FOUNDING CHAIRMAN EMERITUS 

John C. Moore, PSD, KofC 
DISTINGUISHED OFFICER MEDAL 

Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D., PSD KofC 
DISTINGUISHED MEMBER MEDAL 

Gustav S. Weber, PSD, K of C 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

Alfred M. Rotondaro, Ph.D. 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

Richard S. Alesky 
W Jliam B. Alexander V 
Florence 0. Anderson 

Raymond Anselmo 
Dominick F. Antonelli, Jr. 

Edward P. Asl1e 
Betty James Bernstorf 

PhJi.E W. Bernstorf, M.D. 
Paul E. Biciocchi 

Joyce M. Bockemuehl 
Wadsworth S. Branch 
Richard P. Branson 

Helen Brooks 
William H. Brown III 
Richard H. Calendine 
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Harry J. Canter 
Anthony Cantalupo 

John Capozzi 
Thomas V. Caruso 

Dino J. Caterini 
Richard Ceccone 
G. Pino Cicala 

Anthony I. Colbert, sq
1 

KofC 
Carroll Jefferson Collins 

]. Kemp Cook, PSD, KofC 
Joseph H. Cordes 
John P. Cosgrove 

Katharine Clayton Crittenberger 
Maj.Gen. Willis D. Crittenberger, 

Jr., USA 



Blanche L. Curfman 
David R. Curfman, M.D. 

Lt. Col. Lucio D'Andrea, Ret'd. 
S. Perry Davis, M.D. 

Sheila H. Davis 
William H. Davis 

Enrico Davoli 
Mark A. deBeradino 
Robert W. DeSantis 
Peter Arrott Dixon 

Raymond T. Donohoe 
Leonard M. Durso 

Mareen Walker Duvall 
Millicent E. Duvall 

Col. Wilfred L.Ebel, A.U.S. 
Thomas C. Etter, Esq. 
Joseph A. Fernandez 

Ben C. Flipczyk 
Janice T. Fitzgerald 

Col. Richard S. Flahaven 
G. M. "Gus" Gallagher 

Col. Charles H. Gallina, SS, KofC 
Bonnie Scales Glasgow 
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CLOSING SONG (AUDIENCE) 

GOD BLESS AMERICA .. .................. ... ..... .lrvin Berlin 

DISMISSAL 

Arr. Thomas P. Knox 

God bless America, 
Land that I love, 
Stand beside her 
And guide her 
Thru the night 
With a light from above. 

From the mountains, 
To the prairies, 
To the oceans 
White with foam, 
God bless America 
My home, sweet home. 

MUSIC POSTLUDE - "Stars and Stripes Forever" - John Phillip 
Sousa 

"The President's Own" 
The United States Marine Band 
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"The President's Own" 
United States Marine Band 

For over two centuries, "The President's Own" United States Marine Band 
has been part of the events that have shaped our national heritage. On June 8, 
1912, the Marine Band, with President William Howard Taft, participated in the 
unveiling of the Columbus Memorial Fountain, providing ceremonial music 
during the official ceremony. Like the monuments the Marine Band has helped 
dedicate, its continued presence in American life stands as a symbol of the 
traditions and ideals on which our country was founded. 

Established by an act of Congress in 1798, the Marine Band is America's 
oldest professional musical organization. Its primary mission is unique--to 
provide music for the President of the United States. 

President John Adams invited the Marine Band to make its White House 
debut in the still-unfinished Executive Mansion on New Year's Day, 1801. In 
March that year, the band performed for the inaugural of Thomas Jefferson and 
has performed for every Presidential inaugural since that time. 

In Jefferson, the band found its most visionary advocate and friend. An 
accomplished musician himself, Jefferson recognized the unique relationship 
between the band and the Chief Executive by giving the Marine Band the title, 
"The President's Own". 

Whether performing for South Lawn arrival ceremonies, State Dinners, or 
receptions, Marine Band musicians appear at the White House more than 200 
times each year. Additionally, the band participates in more than 400 public and 
official performances annually, including concerts and ceremonies throughout 
the Washington, DC, metropolitan area. Each fall, the band travels through a 
region of the United States during its concert tour, a century-old tradition started 
by the band's legendary 17'" Director, John Phillip Sousa. 

As Director from 1880-1892, Sousa brought "The President's Own" to 
unprecedented levels of excellence and shaped the band into a world-famous 
musical organization. During his tenure, the band was one of the first musical 
ensembles to make sound recordings. Sousa also began to write the marches 
that earned him the title "The March King." 

"The President's Own continues to maintain Sousa's standard of 
excellence. Marine Band musicians are selected at auditions much like those of 
major symphony orchestras. Auditionees perform behind a screen to ensure 
anonymity. The audition committee makes it selection based on musical 
graduates of our nation's finest music schools, often holding advanced degrees 
in music. More than 90 percent serve with the Marine Bad for 20 or more years. 

As America's oldest professional musical organization, the Marine Band's 
omnipresent role in events of national importance has made it part of the fabric 
of American life. As President Ronald Reagan said, "Whether serenading 
Adams or Jefferson, accompanying Lincoln to Gettysburg, or performing here at 
the White Hose, the Marine Band has become a national institution and a 
national treasure." 
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CIVIC CEREMONY 
Sponsored by 

NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 
in cooperation with the 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NA TI ON AL CAP IT AL AREA 
Monday - October J 4, 2002 

COLUMBUS PLAZA -- UNION STATION 
MUSIC PRELUDE .. ............ ....... ............................................ 10:45 a.m. 

"The President's Own" 
United States Marine Band 

Major Michael J. Colburn, conducting 
POSTING OF THE COLORS .................................................... 11 :00 a.m. 

U.S. Armed Forces Honor Guard - Military District of Washington 
Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree Color Corps - Calvert Province 

Districts of Washington Archdiocese, Maryland and Virginia 
PROCESSION OF WREATH PRESENTERS 

Led by the Columbus Expeditionary Banner 
Mr. James K. Raywalt portraying Christopher Columbus 

NATIONAL ANTHEMS United States of America 
Italy 
Spain 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mr. William M. Mulvihill, 
Vice Supreme Master 4th Deg. K of C 

INVOCATION: The Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, 
Chaplain, U.S. House of Representatives 

RETIRING OF THE COLORS: U.S. Armed Forces Honor Guard 
WELCOME: Dr. David R. Curfman, President, NCCA 

Mr. Gentry Davis, Deputy Regional Director, National 
Capital Region, NPS 

REMARKS: Ambassadors of Diplomatic Corps 
Representative, Organization of American States 

READING OF PROCLAMATIONS 
From the President of the United States of America 
From the Mayor of the District of Columbia 

INTRODUCTION; NATIONAL YOUTH COLUMBUS ESSAY CONTEST WINNER 
SPONSORED JOINTLY BY 

The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
Mrs. Linda Tinker Watkins, President General 

The National Italian American Foundation 
Mr. John B. Salamone, Executive Director 
Mary Colene Burns, Warrior, Alabama 

"If You Were to Interview Christopher Columbus and John Glenn, What 
Differences and Similarities Would You Expect to Find Between Them?" 
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MUSIC INTERLUDE: "Columbia, The Gem of the Ocean"
Thomas a' Becket/David T. Shaw (1843) 

PRESENTATION OF MEMORIAL WREA TllS! 

National Columbus Celebration Association 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior 

Embassy of Italy 
Embassy of Spain 

Embassy of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 
Organization of American States 

Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation 
The National Italian American Foundation 

Lido Civic Club 
Supreme Council, Knights of Columbus 

District of Columbia State Council, K of C 
Maryland State Council, K of C 
Virginia State Council, K of C 

Washington Council No. 224, K ofC 
Supreme Lodge, Order Sons of Italy in America 

Catholic War Veterans 
Knights of Columbus Insurance Agency 

United States - Mexico Chamber of Commerce 
Hispanics in History Organization 

Hispanic Cultural Association of Maryland 
The Jamestown Society 

Society of Mayflower Descendants 
in the District of Columbia 

National Society of the Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims, 
District of Columbia Branch 

National Society of the Sons of the American Colonists 
National Society Children of the American Colonists 

Heredity Order of the Descendants of the 
Loyalists and Patriots of the American Revolution 

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
District of Columbia D.A.R. 

Maryland State Society D.A.R. 
Virginia State Society D.A.R. 

District of Columbia Society Sons of the American 
Revolution. 

National Society Children of the American Revolution 
The District of Columbia Society C.A.R. 

Boy and Girl Scouts of America and Campfire Youth 
Archdiocese of Washington 
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BIOGRAPHIES 
• DR. DAVID R. CURFMAN, a native of Ohio and a neurosurgeon in private 
practice in Washington, D.C. is serving his eighth year as president of the 
National Columbus Celebration Association. His devoted interest in 
Christopher Columbus goes back over several decades and in 1992 during the 
quincentenary of the great explorer's discovery was an invited guest 
accompanied by his wife for embarkation anniversary ceremonies in Spain and 
other commemoration events in Italy and later in the Commonwealth of The 
Bahamas. Dr. Curfman has held numerous professional and civic leadership 
positions in both the metropolitan area and at the national level along with 
several citations and commendation medals from military and civic 
organizations. He is a biographee in WHO'S WHO in MEDICINE and 
HEALTH CARE, WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA, WHO'S WHO in the EAST, 
WHO'S WHO in SCIENCE and ENGINEERING, WHO'S WHO of 
EMERGING LEADERS IN AMERICA, WHO'S WHO in the WORLD, and 
WHO'S WHO (International) in MUSIC and MUSICIANS' DIRECTORY 
(Cambridge, England). 

•MAJOR MICHAEL J. COLBURN, a native of St. Albans, Vermont, was 
appointed assistant director of the United States Marine Band in 1996. He began 
his interest in music at age l 0 and after graduating from Bellows Free Academy 
in St. Albans in 1982, he attended the Crane School of Music at the State 
University of New York (Potsdam) where he studied euphonium. He received 
his bachelor's degree in music performance in 1986 from Arizona State 
University (Tempe) studying euphonium with David Perantoni. In 1991 he 
earned his master's degree in conducting from George Mason University, 
Fairfax, Virginia. After joining the band in 1987 he quickly became the 
featured euphonium soloist presenting recitals and clinics at numerous national 
and international brass conferences. In 1997 Major Colburn conducted the 
seventieth annual New England Music Festival Band in Colchester, Vennont. 
Earlier this year he was appointed assistant director and executive officer for 
"The President's Own." 

•MARY COLENE BURNS, the sixth annual winner of the national essay 
contest on a theme of Christopher Columbus from over 4,000 entries, was born 
in Birmingham, Alabama on January 5, 1985. She is the only child of Howard 
R. and Deborah A. Bums and is a descendant of a military officer in the 
American Revolution. She is currently a senior at Hayden High School, 
Hayden, Alabama, where she has been the recipient of numerous honors and 
awards and currently ranks number one in her class with a 4.0 grade point 
average. Miss Bums has been the recipient of several first place awards in 
essay contests, public speaking and holds one of the top Miss Majorette of 
America titles for baton twirling. She is a member of the high school concert 
band as a French Hom player, is a skilled pianist performing in community 
recitals and is a vocal soloist in her church choir. She is actively involved in 
serving her community in various volunteer capacities. Her life's goals include 
careers in finance and in music performance. 
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HONORARY MEMBERS 

Archdiocese of Washington 
The United States Army Band 

"Pershina,'s Own' 
Co/. L. Bryan Shelburne, ]r., Director 

The United States Marine Band 
"The President's Own" 

Co/ Timothy W. Foley, D irector 

INDIVIDUAL 
VirgJ C. Dechant, Past Supreme Knigbt, K of C 

Dorla Dean Elton Kemper, HPG-NSDAR 

lames P. Kiernan, Ph.D., OAS 
Lloyd OgJvie, D.D., Chaplain, U.S. Senate 

Jose L. Restrepo. LL.D., OAS 
Msgr. Rt.er C. Roensch, 

Director Bishops Off;ce or U.S. Visitors to the Vatican 
Ana Maria SneTI, P 1.D., University of Maryland 

Rafael Jover Y De Mora Figueroa 
Ambassador of Spain to Jamaica 

Linda Tinker Watkins, PG-NSDAR 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
FOUNDING CHAIRMAN EMERITUS 

John C. Moore, PSD, KofC 
DISTINGUISHED OFFICER MEDAL 

Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D., PSD KofC 
DISTINGUISHED MEMBER MEDAL 

Gustav S. Weber, PSD, K of C 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

Alfred M. Rotondaro, Ph.D. 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

Richard S. Alesky 
W Jliam B. Alexander V 
Florence 0. Anderson 

Raymond Anselmo 
Dominick F. Antonelli, Jr. 

Edward P. Asl1e 
Betty James Bernstorf 

PhJi.E W. Bernstorf, M.D. 
Paul E. Biciocchi 

Joyce M. Bockemuehl 
Wadsworth S. Branch 
Richard P. Branson 

Helen Brooks 
William H. Brown III 
Richard H. Calendine 
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Harry J. Canter 
Anthony Cantalupo 

John Capozzi 
Thomas V. Caruso 

Dino J. Caterini 
Richard Ceccone 
G. Pino Cicala 

Anthony I. Colbert, sq
1 

KofC 
Carroll Jefferson Collins 

]. Kemp Cook, PSD, KofC 
Joseph H. Cordes 
John P. Cosgrove 

Katharine Clayton Crittenberger 
Maj.Gen. Willis D. Crittenberger, 

Jr., USA 



NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 
ASSOCIATION 

MEMBER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

GENERAL 
National Italian-American Foundation 

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
Lido Civic Club of Washington, D.C. 

Fr. Nicola DeCarlo Post, Catholic War Veterans 
Hispanic Cultural Association 

Holy Rosary Church (Italian Parish) 
National Society Children of American Colonists 

Roma Lodge No. 71 , O.S.I.A. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Supreme Council 

District of Columbia State Council 
Maryland State Council 
Virginia State Council 

Washington Council No. 224 
Keane Council No. 353 
Potomac Council 433 

Bishop Patrick Byrne Council 3877 
Cardinal O 'Boyle Council No. 11302 

Washington Assembly 151, Fourth Degree 
Prince of the Clmrch Assembly 2534, 4t1• Degree 

Harry J Canter Insurance Agency 

COMMERCIAL 
Bob Grill, General Contractor 
Gino Marinucci, C.P.A., P.C. 

Joseph A. Sauro Custom Tailor 
Sport Chevrolet 
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Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation 
is pleased to participate in the 

90'" Anniversary of the 
Dedication of the Columbus Memorial 

The Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation is an independent Federal government agency es tabl ished 
by Congress in 1992 to encourage and promote new discoveries in the visionary spirit of Christopher 
Columbus. 

The Foundation has developed Fro11tiers of Discovery-Work i11 Progress a11d Discover the Future 
programs that recognize "cutting edge" innovation , innovative ideas of America's youth , and honor teachers. 

The Work i11 Progress program awards the $200,000 Fra11k A11111111zio Awards-two $50,000 awards in the 
Arts/H11ma11ities!H11111a11itaria11 fi eld and two $50,000 awards in the Scie11cenecl111ology fi eld for "cutting 
edge" innova tion. 

Discover the Future sponsors three progra ms. The Christopher Columbus Awards encourage midd le 
school students to find and solve a community problem using sc ience and technology. The Natio11al 
Gallery for America's Young brve11tors inducts six young in ven tors in grades K-12 into the Ga llery 
annuall y to preserve their innovat ions. The Freida J. Riley Teacher Award ann uall y honors a teacher who 
works with a disability or teaches in an adverse working environment yet inspires students on a daily basis. 

For more in formation on the Foundation' s programs visit ww" .co lumhusf"dn .org or call (315) 258-0090. 

Board of Trustees 
Rosa lyn Queen Alonso, Chair 
Joyce Savocchio, Vice Chair 
Arun Bhumitra 
Salvador Diaz-Verson, Jr. 
Robert J. G lovtiz 
John 1-l. Kuhnle 
Maria Lombardo 
Stephen J. Moses 
A. Michael Perry 
Curtis A. Prins 
Lynda 1-l. Scribante 
Thomas K. Thomas 
M. Joyce Van Schaack 

Trustee Em eriti 
Gerard D. DiMarco 
John C. Haqier* 
John C. Pierce 
Wil liam A. Seavey 
Agnes E. Vaghi 

Fo1111der 
The late Frank Annunzio* 

Executive Director 
Judith M. Shellenberger 

* Former Chairmen 

110 Genesee Street, Suite 390, Auburn, New York 1302 1 
(315) 258-0090 Fax: (315) 258-0093 
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Statue of Christopher 
Columbus erected in the 
courtyard of Holy Rosary 
Church, Washington, DC. 

See mention in story Page 26. 

The inscription on the statue reads 
as follows: 

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO 
This monument erected on the 

occasion of the 1992 Quincentennial 
Jubilee celebrating the discovery of 
America, pays tribute to Cristoforo 

Colombo and his seafaring companions. 
Their bold voyage led to a historic 

encounter between the European world 
and the Americas. A turning point in 

Western Civilization, this event paved 
the way for the spreading of the 

Gospel and the establ ishment of a 
society anchored on the principles of 

Christian love and holiness. 
1492 - 1992 

NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

The most prominent commemorative figure of Christopher Columbus in the 
nation's capital, the only U.S. jurisdiction named for Columbus, stands in a marble 
fountain setting in a plaza in front of one of the great landmark bui ldings in the 
city-- Union Station-- opposite the U.S. Capitol. Dedicated in I 9 I 2 before a crowd 
of nearly 20,000 individuals including President Taft and cabinet members, 
Supreme Court justices, members of the U.S. Congress, thousands of Knights of 
Columbus, and others, it has been a focal point for annual celebrations to honor the 
great navigator and discoverer. Over the decades the celebrations were held by 
various organizations. In 1934 Congress authorized and requested the President 
to issue an annual Columbus Day proclamation, and in 1968 declared Columbus 
Day a public holiday, commencing in I 971. 

After that time there was a gradual evolution of planning, which involved 
the Knights of Columbus, Italian-American organizations, U.S. military 
organizations, the diplomatic corps--especially Italy, Spain, and The Bahamas--and 
the National Park Service. In 1989 these efforts culminated in the organization of 
The Washington Columbus Celebration Association, which has been responsible 
since then for the yearly Columbus Day event. The Association is governed by a 
board of directors elected by its general membership, with officers chosen annually 
by the board. 

The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of Columbus and his 
historic achievement in linking the Old World and the New, but also the higher 
values that motivated and sustained him in his efforts and trials. These virtues--his 
faith, the courage of his convictions, dedication to purpose, perseverance in effort, 
professional excellence, and boldness in facing the unknown--are as appropriate 
today as they were in his time. The Association invites individuals and 
organizations who identify with these purposes to join the membership. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

David R. Curfman, M.D., President 
John C. Moore, Founding Chairman Emeritus 

Paul E. Biciocchi, Vice President 
Daniel J. Quagliarello, Treasurer 

Anthony Leggio, Secretary 
Richard J. Higgins, Esq., Counsel 

Javier G. Bustamante 
Col. Charles H. Gallina 
T. Eric Morsicato 
Charles L. Russo 

G. Pino Cicala 
Col. Thomas J. Hogan 
Mrs. Stephanie Rozzano 
Edward M. Sullivan, Ph.D. 
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Leonard M. Durso 
Joseph Incarnato 
Alfred M. Rotondoro 
Gustav S. Weber 



~ttfional ~ocirfJJ 
~augqfers of fqr ~mrriran ~ruolufion 

1776 D Street NW, Washington, DC 20006-5303 

T he DAR is a women's volunteer service organization made up of approximately 
167,000 members with over 2,850 chapters located in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Australia, Canada, France, Italy, Japan, Mexico and the United Kingdom. 

On October 11, 1890, 18 women met officially to organize the NSDAR for historic, 
educational and patriotic purposes and it is now in its second century of service to the 
nation. Over 800,000 have been admitted to membership since 1890. 

The National Headquarters of the NSDAR is located in Washington, D.C. between 
17th and 18th and C and D Streets, N.W. It covers an entire city block across from the 
Ellipse and is two blocks from the White House. Two of the three buildings of this complex 
have been designated Registered National Historic Landmarks. Memorial Continental 
Hall, the original building erected by the DAR, was dedicated in 1905, and now houses 
the DAR Genealogical Library, one of the finest in the country, the DAR Museum 
Gallery and 33 period rooms representing particular historic periods. Constitution Hall, 
the only known building dedicated to the Constitution of the United States, was designed 
by John Russell Pope and constructed in 1928- 1929. The Hall was primarily bui lt to hold 
the DAR's annual meeting, but from the beginning has been used for concerts, lectures 
and other performing arts events. 

The Library and Museum are open to the public Monday through Friday 8:30 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

* * * 
From its inception, the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution has 

recognized a special bond with Christopher Columbus and Queen Isabella, Queen of 
Castile at the time Columbus's expedition sailed in 1492. During the formative period of 
the DAR, the summer and fall of 1890, the consistent intent was to organize the Nat ional 
Society formally on October 11 , in order to recognize the anniversary of the discovery of 
America by Columbus and to pay homage to Queen Isabella who provided financial 
assistance to his expedition. Within a couple of years of its founding, the DAR decided to 
take active part in the World's Colombian Exposition which was held in Chicago in 1893 

· in commemoration of the 400th anniversary of Columbus's discovery of America. 
The fascination of the DAR with Christopher Columbus has continued to be active 

throughout the 11 2 years since the National Society's founding in 1890. Over fifteen arti
cles featuring Columbus have appeared in the DAR Magazine and the renowned explorer 
has been featured on the cover of the magazine. At the time of the Columbus quincenten
nial celebration in 1992, the DAR formed a special committee, the Columbus Quin
centennial Committee, which encouraged special state celebrations and projects to mark 
the occasion-all in an effort to publicize Christopher Columbus in the community. The 
committee produced a slide program "Discover Columbus, Discover America," 100 
copies of which were sent out across the nation. Over 3,000 DAR members purchased a 
special DAR Columbus Quincentennial pin. Through fund raising efforts, the DAR raised 
over $4,000 that was contributed to the Columbus Chapel in Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, for 
historic preservation. At the DAR headquarters in Washington, D.C., a small exhibit enti 
tled "A Century Old Bond, 1890- 1992: The Daughters Honor Christopher Columbus" 
was mounted . Four years after the 500th anniversary of Columbus's arrival in the 
Western Hemisphere, the DAR, once again, displayed its keen interest in honoring 
Columbus. In 1996, the DAR joined with the National Italian American Foundation in 
sponsoring an annual national essay contest focusing on Christopher Columbus. The 
DAR administers this contest, which is now open to students in grades 9 through 12. 
During the contest's first year, over 1,700 students participated. Subsequently, participa
tion has continued to grow and contest entries have recently reached over 4,200. 
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N!AF 
THE NATIONAL ITALIAN-AMERICAN 

FOUNDATION 

A non-profit organization in Washington, D.C. 
that is preserving the heirtage of an estimated 20 million 
Americans of Italian decent, the nation's fifth largest ethnic 
group. 

The NAIF funds scholarships, internships, 
conferences and other programs, and promises closer cultural 
and economic ties with Italy. It also publishes 
AMBASSADOR Magazine. The only national magazine for 
Italian Americans. 

For a free copy of AMBASSADOR Magazine, call or write: 

The National Italian-American Foundation 
1869 Nineteenth Street, NW 

Washington DC 20009 
Telephone 202-387-0600 

Business Listing - Compliments of CITIZENS BANK - Alex Goode 

• 
Knights of Columbus 

Keane Council No. 353 
Home Council of Past State Deouty Frank R. Shaw 

Our Congratulations and Best Wishes to the 
NATIONAL COLUMBUS CELEBRATION ASSOCIATION 

Raymond J. Briscoe, Grand Knight 
William W. Hunter, Chancellor 
James H. Pope, Financial Secretary 
Aumoura D. Carroll , Advocate 
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Howwin Carter, Deputy GK 
Andrew C. Weeks, Recorder 
Everett Crosson, Treasurer 
Stephen G. Hawkins, Sr. Warden 



Congratulations 

from 

The Razzano's 

Stephanie and Frank 

Joseph Catherine 

Barbara and Francis 

OCTOBER - 2002 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

Co"lt~f4 '"" 
GINO MARINUCCI C.P .A., P .C. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

GINO MARINUCCI CPA 
ANTHONY G. MARINUCCI CPA 

(301) 942-2266 
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landed in the present day Bahamas. Columbus said, "These islands are so 
lovely that I do not know where to go first." Glenn would narrate his story 
about "riding fire" through the heavens in his space capsule, the Friendship 7, 
on February 20, 1962. As he spotted the Earth he said, "Oh! This view is 
tremendous!" 

Both Columbus and Glenn had to promote themselves and their desires 
in order to accomplish their dreams. Columbus had to lobby for years in the 
Portuguese and Spanish royal courts before Spain's monarchs, Ferdinand and 
Isabella, agreed to fund his voyage in search of a western route to Asia. At age 
seventy-five, Glenn presented a request to NASA to return to space. After two 
years, his request was granted and on October 29, 1998, he become the oldest 
man to fly in space. 

The goals of Columbus and Glenn were not self-centered. Columbus 
stated that he wanted to spread Christianity through his voyages. Glenn 
journeyed into space in 1998 to conduct experiments on aging. Upon returning 
from their historic trips, Columbus and Glenn were greeted with banquets and 
parties. Columbus dined with the queen and king of Spain. Glenn received 
heavy news coverage and addressed a joint session of Congress. 

Perhaps the most striking similarity between Columbus and Glenn is 
their adventurous spirit of bravery and the fact that they refused to yield to 
difficulty and discouragement. They were willing to risk their lives for their 
dreams. 

At the conclusion of my interview, I would fully understand the impact 
that Christopher Columbus and John Glenn had upon our world. Columbus's 
discovery sparked the beginning of continuous contact between the "Old 
World" and the "New World". In the same way, Glenn's voyage began the 
conquest of another "New World", the vast world of space. The fulfillment of 
Columbus's dream made Glenn's dream a reality. The fulfillment of Glenn's 
dream will make other dreams a reality. Columbus and Glenn are two men 
whose dreams will live on as an inspiration to the pioneer spirit in all of us. 

Columbus Monuments Around the World 
Unfortunately, space limits this year again thwarted plans for a complete report 
on Columbus monuments around the world as reported on the outstanding web 
site of Dr. Peter Van der Krogt of the University of Utrecht. It shows 
"monuments erected all over the world with a relation to Christopher Columbus, 
his companions and their early voyages to America," including statues, 
sculptures. plaquettes, and exterior frescoes . The list keeps growing, as new 
sites are identified. On Columbus Day 2000 we reported he had identified 188 
Columbus monuments. A year later it was 286. As of September 7, 2002 the 
total was 355. Of that current total, 146 (41%) are in the U.S., 117 (33%) in 
Europe, 90 (25%) in Latin America and the West Indies, and 2 (<1 %) in Asia. 
Washington, D.C. has more than any other city in the U.S. Photos are (often 
taken by him personally) given of many of the sites, Go to: 
http://cartography.geog.uu.nl/columbus/ It's well worth a visit! 
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First Prize Essay, NJAF-NSDAR Essay Contest, 2001-2002 

"If you were to interview Christopher Columbus and John Glenn, what 
differences and similarities would you expect to find between them?" 

By Mary Colene Burns 
Hayden High School, Grade 11, Warrior, Alabama 

Sponsored by Warriors River Chapter, NSDAR 

Webster's New Dictionary and Thesaurus of the English Language 
defines an interview as "a meeting of persons face to face, especially for a 
formal discussion". lf I had the opportunity to interview Christopher Columbus 
and John Glenn, I would expect the find differences and similarities between 
their careers and personal lives. Most of the information that is known about 
Columbus comes from his personal manuscripts and the diligent work of 
historians. Glenn recently published his autobiography. 

In interviewing Columbus and Glenn, I would find both men eager to 
share the exciting stories of their adventurous lives. Christopher Columbus is 
credited with discovering the "New World" of the Americas. Born in Genoa, 
ltaly in 1451, Columbus was the son of a wool weaver and tavern-keeper. With 
dreams of sailing west to India, Columbus set out in 1492 with three ships 
eventually reaching the Americas. He made three more voyages to the 
Americas. 

John Glenn was the first American to achieve orbital flight in outer 
space. Born in Cambridge, Ohio in 1921, Glenn was the son ofa plumber. 
With dreams of flying, Glenn joined the Navy to become a pilot. He eventually 
became an astronaut and politician. 

One obvious difference between the two pioneers is the time periods in 
which they lived. Columbus lived from 1451 to 1506. Today, Glenn enjoys an 
active life, oddly enough, in Columbus, Ohio. Despite the time difference, both 
men found their niche in the world. Columbus conquered the water by "sailing 
the ocean blue", while Glenn conquered the air by blasting off into space. 

Columbus had no political aspirations and, sadly, was unfairly 
imprisoned at one point in his life. Glenn became an Ohio senator and in 1984 
ran as a candidate for the Democratic Presidential nomination. 

Despite a few obvious differences, I would find that their lives were 
very similar. From their humble beginnings, both Columbus and Glenn started 
to follow their adventurous dreams. Columbus made expeditionary trips down 
the cost of Africa before sailing to the America's. Glenn flew fighter airplanes 
for the U.S. in World War II. 

Columbus and Glenn would enjoy telling me about their families. 
Columbus had two sons, Diego and Fernando. Glenn married his childhood 
sweetheart, Annie Castor. They had two children, John David and Carolyn 
Ann. 

Both men would talk excitedly about the day they made history. 
Columbus would tell me that on October 12, 1492, his ship, the Santa Maria 
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BASILICA OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE 
OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Reverend Monsignor Michael J. Bransfield, Rector 

1s pleased to join in honoring 

Christopher Columbus 
for his courage, faith, and apostolic zeal, 

as well as for his devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

400 Michigan Avenue Northeast 
Washington, District of Columbia 

20 2-5 2 6-8 3 00 www. n a tionalsh rin e. com 
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Mclean Pediatric Associates, Inc. 
Enrico Davoli, M.D. Chau T. Lam, M.D. 

Joseph C. Evers, M.D. 
PRO-LIFE AND PRO-CHASITY 

6711 Whittier Avenue 
Mclean, VA 22101 

Phone: 703-356-5722 Fax: 703-734-3823 

IN MEMORY 
OF 

NICK G. CATUCCI 

THE PAST DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDER OF CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS 

Abp. Michael J. Curley Assembly No. 383 
Knights of Columbus - Fourth Degree 

For God, Church , and Country 
S/K Rev. Everett Pearson, Faithfu l Fra ir 
S/K Rev. Mike Wilson , Associate Frair 

S/K Rev. Mr. Perfecto Santiago, Assoc . Frair 
S/K James Gordon, Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Winfrey, Fa ithful Adm iral S/K Edward Terech , Faithfu l Capt ian 
S/K David Kn itowski , Faithful Comptroller S/K Paul Simon, Faithful Purser 
S/K Orga Price, Sr. , Faithful Pilot S/K George Chapman, Faithful Scribe 
S/K John Flowers, Faithful Trustee S/K Jim Brown, Faithful Trustee 

S/K Thomas Lank, Fa ithful Trustee 
S/K Nicholas Pergola, Faithful Sentinel S/K John Pearson, 111 , Faithful Sentinel 

PHONE BUS: 301-050-0951 

FAX: 301-262-6304 
E-MAIL: QUAGSR@AOL.COM 

Daniel J. Quagliarello, FICF, LUTCF 
Field Agent 

AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
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2002 KIRKLAND DRIVE 
OXON HILL, MD 20745 

N!AF 

'The ..National Society of the 
(_/)aughters of the fimerican <f\_ei:;olution 

and 
'The ..National Italian fimerican c1ioundation 

are pleased to announce 
co-sponsorship in an 

Essay Contest featuring Christopher Columbus 

Contest is open to students 
of all ethnic and racial groups in Grades 9 and 12. 

TOPIC 
2002- 2003 topic is "How did the voyages of Christopher Columbus 

express the general political, social and scientific 
outlook of the fifteenth century?" 

PRIZE 
The prize for the national winner is $1,000, paid transportation to Washington, 
D.C. and housing for winner and one parent, all financed by the National Italian 
American Foundation. The national winner must read the prize- winning essay 
at the Columbus Memorial in Washington, D.C. on Columbus Day (October 13, 
2003), during ceremonies conducted by the National Columbus Celebrat ion 
Association. 

FORM 
Essay is to be typewritten with no more than 750 words. Essay must have a 
title page which includes student's full name, address, phone number, 
school, grade level, name of sponsoring DAR chapter and number of words 
in essay. Do 11ot submit aphotorraph with entry . 

NSDAR ADMINISTRATION OF CONTEST 
T his contest will be admi ni stered by the NSDAR. 
For further in formation about this co ntest contact 

Shirley M. Gilkeson, National Vice Chairman 
Chri stopher Columbus Essay Contest, American History Committee, NSDAR 

I 92 I Oakridge Drive, Charleston, WV 25311 •Phone (304) 342- 3087 
or 

O ffi ce of the Historian Genera l, NS DAR 
1776 D Street NW, Washington, DC 20006-5303 •Phone (202) 879- 3256 
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An entertaining visual break in the program was Renaissance dancing 
by the Nachtanz dance group, which had participated in several celebrations in 
earlier years. Music was provided both as a prelude at 11 :30 a.m. and during the 
l :45 program by the Filarmonica Sestrese Genoa Concert, on a Columbus 
Quincentennial tour from Italy October 9-21, which also included concerts at 
the White House, Palm Coast, Disneyland, and South Florida. Founded in 
1845, the concert band earned accolades from Garibaldi, Mazzini and Verdi, 
and won awards in Switzerland, Spain, and Czechoslovakia. Director was 
Gianluca Silvano, with Colonel Charles Gabriele serving as guest conductor. 

A souvenir program booklet was first published in 1992, the forerunner 
of the one in your hands. With an attractive full-co lor cover featuring 
Columbus's three ships at sea, it had 28 pages with informative background 
articles and courtesy advertising that provided revenue t0 help pay the costs of 
the program. Such a booklet has been published each year since, more than 
doubling in size. 
The DAR, SAR, and CAR Program in the Columbus Club 

The outdoor civic ceremony was preceded by a I 0 a.m. program in the 
Columbus Club of Union Station, sponsored by the local chapters of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Sons of the American Revolution, and 
Children of the American Revolution. 

It included a color guard presentation by the DC Metropolitan Police; 
the Pledge of Allegiance and the American Creed; a greeting by Carlo Trezza, 
First Counselor of the Embassy of Italy; commemorative tributes by 
representatives of the three sponsoring societies; stamp cancellation and cachet 
directed by the U.S. Postal Service; greetings from the Washington Columbus 
Celebration Association; skits by the CAR, directed by Dr. Frank Spindler; and 
several talks (Dr. David Curfman on 1492 revisited; Ame B. Molander on what 
Columbus really looked like; and John Verano on the biological impact of 
Columbus's voyages). 
The Sunday Religious Ceremony and the Lido Club Statue Donation 

Holy Rosary Church, the non-territorial Italian parish near Union 
. Station, traditionally has been site of the annual religious celebration of 
Columbus Day the Sunday preceding the Monday civic ceremony. The Mass in 
1992 was followed by an historic event: the presentation to the parish by the 
Lido Civic Club of a specially-commissioned statue of Columbus, which stands 
in the courtyard between the church and the rectory. (See page 42 for a picture 
of the statue). Each year since, it has been the site of a brief ceremony 
following the Mass, as part of the annual religious observance sponsored by the 
Lido Club and the District of Columbia Knights of Columbus 

The Lido Civic Club has existed since 1929, and has an economically 
and socially diverse membership bound by Italian-American heritage and 
culture. Lido Club members have long been involved in Columbus Day 
celebrations. Records document their participation in the early 1930s. In its 
wider service to the community, the Lido Club has helped many to gain a good 
education and sound careers through scholarships, and has given assistance to 
the homeless, elderly, orphans. disaster victims, and others in need. 

--Edward M. Sullivan 
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.2. Blocks to the US Capitol 
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IN MEMORIAM 

MSGR. GENO BARONI 

HIS LEGACY 

Italian-American Priest 
and 

Human Rights Leader 

Founder 
National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs 

First President 
National Italian-American Foundation 

Son of Italian Immigrants 

Requiescat in Pace 
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closing of the Columbus Doors of the National Capitol on October 12, 1991 
and opening on the 500th anniversary day, October 12, 1992, to symbolize the 
communications Columbus opened between the Old and New Worlds. Several 
focal events were proposed for 1992 : 
o The Chicago-Seville World's Fair, with a specialized exposition in Genoa on 
maritime exploration. 
o Ameritlora '92, International Floral and Garden Exposition, Columbus, Ohio. 
o Visits to American seaports by replicas of the Nifia, Pinta, and Santa Maria. 
o A repeat of the first international naval rev iew held in American waters in 
1893, which escorted replicas of Columbus's ships into New York harbor. There 
would be a parade of sail from Genoa and Lisbon to Cadiz, San Juan in Puerto 
Rico and the East coast of the U.S. with a parade of tall ships in the presence of 
the President and other heads of state on July 4, 1992. A similar event on the 
West Coast would feature ships from Pacific nations. 
o On Columbus Day, 1992 local celebrations, such as those in Wash ington, 
New York, Chicago, Columbus, and other cities should expand their scope to 
address the broader significance of the anniversary. 

1992 in Washington DC 

Several major museum exhibits did take place here that more or less 
reflected the above themes: "Circa 1492" at the National Gallery of Art 
(October 12, 1991-January 12, 1992), "Seeds of Change" at the National 
Museum of Natural History (October 27, 1991-April 1, 1992), and "1492: An 
Ongoing Voyage" at the Library of Congress. The replicas of the three ships did 
put into Baltimore and Annapolis in May and June, on their way up the coast. 
The National Park Service had a three-day program celebrating diversity at 
Columbus Plaza culminating in the traditional ceremonies at the Columbus 
Memorial on the Monday federal holiday which happily in 1992 fell on 
October 12. 
The Civic Ceremony At the Columbus Memorial. 

This was the third time it was sponsored under the recently-created 
Washington Columbus Celebration Association (since renamed the National 
Columbus Celebration Association). Whereas the Knights of Columbus had 
opened their world-wide celebration of the Quincentenary here in conjunction 
with the 1991 celebration, in 1992 their focus for celebration was at their 
August national convention in New York, where one of the guests was Cristobal 
Col6n, Duke of Veragua, 20th lineal descendent of the original Christopher 
Columbus. 

Here at the Columbus Memorial the ceremonies began at l :45 p.m., 
featuring addresses by U. S. Attorney Joseph E. DiGenova ("The Courage of 
Christopher Columbus," subsequently reproduced in excerpted format in the 
1994 program book) and historian Christopher Kauffman ("Culture and 
Religion: A Quincentennial Reflection"). Hon. Joseph A. DePaul was Master 
of Ceremonies. There was a brief presentation by Louis Koerber, President of 
the National Flag Foundation, observing the l OOth anniversary of the Pledge of 
Allegiance, originally composed in connection with the 1892 Columbus 
Quadricentennial and incorporated by Congress into the Flag Code of the U.S. 
in the Pledge's fiftieth anniversary Year, 1942. (The pledge was modified in 
1954 to include the words "under God"). 
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1992: Ten Years Ago Today 

The Grand National Plan 

rn August 1984, Congress established the Christopher Columbus 
Quincentenary Jubilee Commission, which was sworn in on September 12, 
1985. Their report to Congress two years later (September 12, 1987) outlined 
an ambitious program, not all of which was realized. Five themes were 
proposed: 
I. Columbus: the Man and the Visionary. Seek better knowledge about him 
as an individual and better understanding of the importance of his voyage and 
the diverse environments in which he lived. 
II. Our Old World Heritage. Celebrate unity in diversity, and recognize the 
Hispanic colonial history of large parts of our country. 
Ill. Our New World Heritage. Reflect on what was lost as well as found. 
The resilience, diversity, and contribution of Native Americans to American 
culture, and their various food crops that became staples in other parts of the 
world, all merit acknowledgment. 
IV. American Alternatives: The New World's Contribution to the Old . 
Colonies here were havens for old ideas of liberty, religious dissent, 
experimentation, rebellion against slavery, and economic individualism, and the 
birth of the nation made the utopian idea of democratic constitutional 
government real. Our popular culture, a product of ethnic diversity and 
democratic accessibility, has spread all over the world. 
V. The future: New Worlds Then and Now. Reflect on Columbus' vision-
his ability to build on existing knowledge, to grow, learn, and seek new 
frontiers--and what it means for the next 500 years. Particularly appropriate 
would be international cooperation on space exploration. 
National Initiatives. Several national initiatives were proposed: 
o Competitive scholarships in collaboration with Spain, Italy, Portugal, and our 
hemispheric neighbors promoting study of geography, history, and foreign 
languages. 
o In collaboration with the Library of Congress and the National Archives, 
acquisition of copies of key historical Hispanic documents in libraries and 
archives of Spain, Portugal, Italy and Latin America. 
o A national Museum of the Americas (preferably on the Washington Mall) 
with exhibitions, research, and training on Native American life through the 
millennia of human life in this hemisphere. 
Projects. The plan encouraged books and pamphlets on the history of the 
Americas; films and television productions; bibliographical projects; 
translations of original documents and scholarly works, and also literary works 
from other nations of the Americas; conferences and convocations; 
preservation, travel, and tourism; and support of appropriate projects in 
libraries, archives, museums. and in the arts. 
Commemorative Events. Preliminary events would include sports, musical 
performances and art exhibits, and the I OOth anniversary of the oldest 
Columbus Day parade in the U.S., in 1990 in Baltimore. Other events: a mobile 
exhibit on the quincentenary themes, a 500-year time capsule; and a ceremonial 
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It's just as well. Columbus the optimist (he was truly a prototypical 
American in that) was finally back in the gold-area, and there was hope that he 
might still be able to make the voyage a success in the riches it could discover 
for the crown. 

He would take 1503 as it came, with faith and hope, learning its secrets 
as it unfolded. 

Epilogue: 
Creation of The Western Passage and The Columbus Memorial 

The man primarily responsible for America's realization of the dream 
of Columbus of a passage to the western ocean through the Panamanian isthmus 
was President Theodore Roosevelt. ln 1904, 402 years after Columbus's visit to 
the site of the Panama Canal, the U.S. concluded a treaty for the land on which 
to build it, the official transfer taking place on May 4, 1904. The Panama Canal 
was officially opened to commerce on August 15, 1914. 

While work on its construction was underway the Columbus Memorial 
and Fountain were authorized ( 1907), built, and dedicated (1912). It was 
President Roosevelt who signed the legislation authorizing it. The man who 
reportedly originally conceived the idea and was responsible for initiation of the 
legislation was Joseph Burg, of Potomac Council of the Knights of Columbus in 
Washington, according to a newspaper report of his death in 1957 at the age of 
90. He was invited to the Capitol by President Roosevelt for the signing 
ceremony on March 4, 1907, and the following byplay was reported: 

'"Who is this fellow Columbus?' he [T.R.] asked in fun. 
"'I think he is the real father of the American Navy, Mr. President,' 

replied Mr. Burg. 
"'By George, I believe you are right, Joe,' exclaimed the President, as 

he placed his name on the bill. 'My name is on this bill,'he added, 'and my 
heart is in it! "'5 

Of course, T.R., who had written a naval history of the War of 1812 
and later served as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, well knew (and as Irishmen 
like to recal l) that the real "Father of the American Navy" was John Barry. 

The pen used to sign the legislation was given to Potomac Council, but 
its whereabouts are now unknown. 

--Edward M. Sullivan 
Notes 

I. Samuel Eliot Morison, in his Admiral of the Ocean Sea, vol. 2 (New York: Time, 1962, p. 574, -
reports 30 losses to drown ings, disease, fighting the Indians at Belen, and in the rebellion on 
Jamaica, as well as four desertions on Hispaniola 

2. Morison, p.577. 

3. Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Columbus (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), p. 105. 

4. Quoted by Morison, p.585. 

5. The Catholic Standard. December 20, 1057 
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Portobelo and a point somewhat more than 25 miles to its west. The continuing 
problem was that the current went with the wind at this time of year, and a 
sailing vessel could not go against either, nor did wind and current allow them 
to take any shelter. Again, dreadful storms, deluging rains, frightful thunder and 
lightening. raging seas, everything and everybody constantly soaked, no relief 
and little rest for the exhausted men, and continual terror--of fire from the 
lightening, or drowning from the raging seas, or from slamming into rocks or 
reefs. One ship got separated from the others and remained so for three days. 

Then came a couple of days of calm, and great schools of sharks. The 
men killed many for food and sport. On the 17th they were able to anchor in a 
small port to rest for three days before setting out again, in fair weather. But of 
course yet another storm soon sprang up, driving them into another port and 
another three-day stay. Setting forth again, they were blown back into a harbor 
they had been in before--where they stayed from December 26 to January 3. 

That harbor was apparently in the vicinity of the present-day entrance 
to the Canal, near Co16n. A careful student of astronomy as well as the weather, 
the Admiral didn't want to put out again until after the anticipated opposition of 
Saturn and Mars, which would make the weather worse. It occurred on 
December 29. 

Thus ended 1502, with Columbus, now eight months into his voyage, 
seeing the old year out and the new one in at the very entrance to what would be 
the man-made substitute for the passage he had so long sought! 

With fresh supplies of water, com, and wood, they set out again on the 
third day of the new year, sailing 60 miles back to the Veragua area and 
anchoring on the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6. There being no ports at all 
in that area, he anchored in the mouth of a river he named Belen (for 
Bethlehem). It was the beginning of his most significant adventures at the gold
bearing area of Veragua, the name of which is immortalized in the title his 
descendants bear to this day, Duke of Veragua. 

Happy New Year? 

A new year had begun, and his expedition had entered a new phase-
and it and the one following it would be even worse than those that preceded it, 

Along the Central American coast they had suffered greatly from the 
weather and from illnesses, but in addition to more of the same, worse things 
were yet to come in the year and a half before Columbus and what would be left 
of his men got back " to civilization" (Santo Domingo) again--and that not under 
his own sail, but after having to be rescued. And, for all the long-suffering 
efforts of himself, his brother, his son, and his men (including the boys, who, 
regardless of age, were thrust into manhood on the expedition), he would bring 
back no significant new treasure other than knowledge. (Even some of that 
knowledge--like the non-discovery of the passage to the west--was 
disappointing.) And no opportunity had been found to evangelize the Indians, 
another purpose stated in the commissioning of the expedition. But as 1503 
began, all that was unknown. 
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Columbus' Faith-And What Else? 
(His problems with weather and illness continued into 1503.) 

Was it a mystical experience, an hallucination, or a dream? It was described in a 
lengthy, rambling, and not completely coherent letter to the sovereigns (today called the 
Lettera Rarissima) which Diego Mendez carried when he was sent by the marooned 
Columbus from Jamaica to Hispaniola for help. It is possible, of course, that the Admiral 
was trying to impress their majesties, but however the experience might be classified, its 
content as described by him is consistent with that muscular faith which Columbus was 
ever ready to express and which was the mainspring and motivation of his life, and 
echoed similar experiences he had recorded for February 14, 1493 returning on his first 
voyage, and Christmas Day, 1499 on Hispaniola. 

The scene: April 6, 1503. Three ships without their stores were light enough to 
cross the bar at the mouth of the Belen River. The fourth, with Bartholomew and most of 
the men, was still inside the bar. Columbus, ailing, was left completely alone on his 
flagship as small boats went back to get water and stores, during which they had to beat 
off an Indian attack. The sea turned bad and prevented their return. With a high fever 
and despairing at his inability to take practical action alone on his storm-tossed ship, or 
to escape, he struggled up the mast to the crows-nest and in great fear cried for help to 
the other captains-to no effect. He says he then lost consciousness. Then: 

I heard a voice in pious accents saying, 'Oh, foolish man and slow to serve your 
God, the God of alll What more did he accomplish for Moses or for his servant David? 
From the hour of your birth He has always had a special care of you. And when He saw 
that you were of an age that it pleased Him, He made your name resound in all the earth. 
The Indies, that are so rich a portion of the world, He gave you for your own. You 
bestowed them where you pleased, and He empowered you to do so. Of the bonds of the 
Ocean Sea, which had been bound with such mighty chains, He gave the keys to you. 
And you were lord over many lands, and your honour was great among Christian men. 
What more did He do for His people Israel, when He delivered them out of Egypt? Or for 
David, when from a shepherd He made him a king in Judaea? Turn to Him and confess 
your fault. His mercy is everlasting. 

'Old age will not make an great deeds Impossible for you. Manifold and great is the 
Inheritance in His gift. Abraham surpassed a hundred years when he begat Isaac. Nor 
was Sarah a young woman. You are calling on God to help you: consider, in your 
Ignorance, who has afflicted you so often and so sorely-God or the world? The 
privileges and promises that God grants, He does not break. 

'Nor does He say, after service has been done Him, that such was not His meaning 
and that His words should be otherwise understood. Nor does He bestow a martyr's lot 
as a means of cloaking compulsion. He abides by the literal sense of His words. 
Whatever He promises He bestows with increase. That Is His way. As I have told you, so 
has your creator dealt with you, and thus He deals with all men. And now', the voice told 
me, 'show Him the resolution you have shown in all your endeavours and angers in the 
service of others.' And, haff·dead as I was, I heard all this, but I knew no way to respond 
to those words of truth, save to weep for my sins. Whoever it was Who spoke, closed 
with the words, 'Be not afraid, but of good courage. All your afflictions are engraved in 
letters of matble and there Is a purpose behind them all'. 
(Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Columbus, Oxford Univen;ity Press, New York, 1991, pp. 167-68 
Another translation Is in Samuel Eliot Morison, tr. and ed ... Journals and Other Documents on the 
Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus, The Heritage Press, New York, 1963.) 
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The lagoon was a beautiful place, and his men needed the rest, so ten 
days were spent there, visiting Indian settlements, trading, and taking in what 
information they could, before continuing onward along the coast, on a long 
stretch that proved to have no good harbor. 

In a day's sailing they reached the edge of the Veragua area, where 
gold was reputed to be. They had to anchor offshore, and stayed several days to 
contact the Indians, who were in villages away from the coast. The latter were at 
first more inclined to fight than trade, while Columbus was mainly interested at 
this time in getting samples of what they had, before continuing on along the 
coast. They did get three gold disks, the Indians saying they had more where 
that crune from. Just where that was, was what interested Columbus. 

This is a very inhospitable section of coast, with jungles nurtured by 
excessive rains. Growth-covered mountains press against the narrow coastal 
plain, with its rocky bluffs interspersed with sand beaches, but there were no 
good anchorages. And they were heading east, against the prevailing trade wind 
again. 

Another stop was made in the mouth of a river, with more trading for 
samples of gold ornaments, They passed another five villages, and came to the 
end of the trading coast which had begun at Almirante Bay. about 160 miles 
behind them to the west. 

Columbus wanted to return to Veragua, but the weather intervened and 
the fulfillment of that desire was postponed for two months. It was the 
beginning of the rainy season and after he set out a storm arose with winds from 
the west now instead of the east and so strong that they carried him farther 
eastward instead, with no power to resist. Thrust before it, he eventually came 
to a fine port, Portobelo he called it, about 20 miles past what would become the 
entrance to the Panama Canal. 

The Struggle to Get Back to Veragua 
There they sheltered from the weather for a week before continuing on 

November 9 east another 15 or 20 miles, only to have the wind tum and push 
them the next day part way back to Portobelo to a place among some islets (near 
the present Nombre de Dios) where they found a lot of com. They stayed 12 
days, attending to ship and cask repairs, then headed east another very difficult 
45-50 miles before the wind started driving them back on their course again, 
when they wearily and regretfully stopped at a small port Columbus found and 
named Retrete ("closet"). They stayed from November 26 to December 5. 

Here the ships were adjacent to the bank, and small parties of men took 
it on themselves to steal ashore, do private trading with Indians under threat of 
force, and commit outrages raising the natives' hostility and leading Columbus 
to give a convincing demonstration of power with a ship's ordnance. 

In the face of the continuing winds from the east, and seeing he could 
accomplish little with these people. Columbus determined to renew his earlier 
attempt to head back to Veragua where he had evidence gold was to be had. He 
set out on December 5 with the wind at his back and sheltered that night in 
Portobelo again, about 30 miles to the west. 

But the next day the wind whipped about, and for a terrible month it 
whipsawed and like a shuttlecock they were batted back and forth between 
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Though the goal of discovering such a passage had not been 
speci fically indicated in their majesties' directions for the voyage, it had been 
implied and understood. Could this now be the entrance to the passage? The 
Indians said he should keep going to another large body of water which he 
wishfully took to be the ocean beyond the strait. 

But it was only the Chiriqui lagoon, not a passage, and further progress 
west was clearly blocked by mountains. Now, in early October, 1502, Columbus 
learned two crucial things: (1) that the land before him was an isthmus 
separating him from an ocean to the west, and (2) that not far away, in the 
vicinity of the river Veragua (a name also applied to a settlement and the area 
embracing the river and the settlement), there was gold. Here indeed he had seen 
the first real gold ornaments, those further north being copper and gold alloy. 

Regarding the isthmus, he had apparently misunderstood information 
from Indians up the coast earlier in the voyage about "a narrow place" between 
the oceans. (Not surprising, because there was no common language in which 
they could converse.) They had meant "a narrow place" of land, while he was 
wishfully thinking of"a narrow place" ofwater--the strait through which he 
could sail. 

Searching/or Gold 
Now regretfully disabused of that notion, he apparently decided to 

focus on finding a source of gold to give this mission success for his royal 
sponsors who paid the bill. They had instructed him to give primary attention to 
finding valuables such as precious stones and metals (gold and silver), pearls, 
and spices, and this he would now do--but unhappily only on this side of the 
isthmus he knew he could not cross. 
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Only a single ship made it through the stonn to Spain--the very one 
Columbus's agent had sent his share of the gold on. This time Columbus, who 
had been proved right, had also been doubly lucky: not only his had his fortune, 
which turned out to be a considerable one, been saved (though unknown to him 
at the time), but he had found a sheltered offshore spot west of Santo Domingo 
and his own ships weathered the storm with little damage, though not without 
great difficu lty. 

Discovery of Central America 
After some repairs, he moved on via the Jamaican area and off the 

Cuban coast (where winds and currents had carried him) across unknown waters 
to arrive off the coast of Honduras, a transnavigation that has been said to be 
"no less remarkab le" than his first crossing of the Atlantic.3 He was the first 
European to s ight (i.e., discover) Central America, and there he met the most 
advanced Indian culture he had yet encountered. They were not Mayan, but the 
area had been a part of the Mayan empire that had fallen just a few years earlier, 
and they indicated that there were advanced Indians to the west. 

But Columbus turned east. Since one could at any time count on the 
prevailing winds to sail westward from Cuba. he decided to beat eastward along 
the coast in the face of the wind in search of the passage to India. (Besides, one 
has to have a way to get back home, which was now to his east.) 

For a grueling 28 days the four ships tacked port and starboard, making 
very slow progress (averaging 6 miles a day, much slower than walking) against 
the wind and in terrible weather: "It was one continual rain, thunder, and 
lightening," he wrote. "Other tempests I have seen, but none that lasted so long 
or so grim as this. Many old hands whom we looked on as stout fellows lost 
their courage." Like many of his men, Columbus himself was sick, "and many 
times lay at death's door .... ", he recorded,4 

He was also concerned about his 13-year-old son Ferdinand, who bore 
up well, he said, and his brother Bartholomew, one of the sickest, on the ill
suited Santiago that he had wanted to trade. The ships sailed only in daytime, 
anchoring offshore at night to avoid running into unseen reefs or islands. When 
the wind let up the mosquitoes ate them alive (undoubtedly spreading diseases 
like malaria). At last they came to and rounded a cape he gratefully named 
Gracias a Dios, and the vessels could tum south and no longer had to fight the 
headwinds. 

Frustrated Hope and End of a Search 
Sailing down the coast of present-day Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa 

Rica, they made several stops along the way, resting, taking on wood and water, 
and meeting and trading with Indians, Then on October 5, they found a channel 
taking them into a large bay, now named Almirante. 

At last! Columbus had undertaken the voyage with the personal 
intention of discovering a passage to the west (which he apparently had 
identified with the Strait of Malacca through which Marco Polo had passed) 
lying south of China, of which he thought Cuba a part. Transiting it, he could 
circumnavigate the globe as Magellan's expedition was later to do. 
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All that was ahead of him as he set out on his fourth voyage on May 9, 
1502, with four ships and 140 men, over a third of whom were teen-agers, 
including his thirteen-year-old son, Fernando, whose account is the greatest 
source of information we have about the voyage. The Admiral had mended 
fences with the sovereigns, who again financed his voyage, but had expressly 
forbidden him to go to Santo Domingo until on the way home, because of his 
prior difficulties there. 

Nevertheless, when he crossed the Atlantic and arrived at Martinique, 
instead of going west as planned, he headed northward toward Santo Domingo 
in hopes of trading one of his four ships, the Santiago (which had proved. in 
Samuel Eliot Morison's words, "a crank and dull sailer, unsuitable for 
exploration, though sound enough for a homeward passage in summer"2

). He 
felt he needed better than that for heading into the unknown. There was also 
another reason. He had personal experience of hurricanes in 1494 and in 1495, 
his experienced eye now recognized the signs of a coming one, and he sought 
refuge from it in Santo Domingo's port. 

The Hispaniola settlement was now under the governorship of Nicolas 
de Ovando, who had just recently arrived with 32 ships, 2500 men, and 12 
friars, with orders to replace Francisco de Bobadilla, who had packed Columbus 
off to Spain in chains a year and a half before. Ovando refused Columbus 
permission to land, ignored his warning about the hurricane (it was jeered in 
Santo Domingo), and sent 28 ships of his fleet, laden with men and gold, off to 
Spain the next day as scheduled. 

The home-bound fleet sailed directly into the hurricane and disaster. A 
handful of ships limped back to port, but nineteen went down with all hands. 
Over 500 men perished, including Bobadilla and a number ofrebels, as well as 
fleet commander de Torres, formerly Columbus's second-in-command. Also 
lost was a fortune in gold. 
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En route, however, he drifted becalmed a number of days near the 
equator in mid-July's oppressive heat, food spoiling, water running low, the 
men exhausted, himself beset by gout. To shorten the route, with a freshening 
wind he turned more directly west than originally intended. 

His earlier course would have put him at the mouth of the Amazon; on 
the new one he still discovered South America, exploring part of the coast of 
Venezuela near Trinidad before turning northward to Hispaniola. The size and 
flow of the Orinoco River, which no island could support, convinced him that it 
had to be a continent, which he later came to believe contained the original 
Garden of Eden, though still a part of China. 

At Hispaniola he found a rebellion by his former chief justice, Roldan, 
and about 70 men. About a quarter of the remaining men had syphilis. Three 
ships he had sent on a direct route when he took the southerly one had 
mistakenly landed in the territory of the rebels, who suborned to their cause a 
good number of those on board. (Some on those ships were ex-jailbirds, 
released from prison on condition of participation in this enterprise of the 
crown.) When he finally resolved that rebellion, another broke out under 
different leadership. 

More than once he asked that a judicial officer be sent to help him 
administer things, only to get one who was ill-disposed to him, arrived at the 
worst possible time, acted in a high-handed manner, and in September 1500 sent 
him home in chains, along with his brothers, to answer new charges. 

Now, The Fourth Voyage 

Those charges had been cleared up and were behind him now, as his 
men relaxed in the beautiful lagoon area these ten days in October, 1502. 

His first voyage had sought a new route to the Indies. The second had 
been sent to colonize and exploit the lands he had found. The third had been 
intended to explore rumors of an unknown continent to the south, and to further 
develop the settlement in its new location, Santo Domingo. 

Now the fourth was intended to seek out the riches of the new world 
for Spain and promote the conversion of the natives and--Columbus's own 
special purpose--explore the idea of a middle passage to the Indies between the 
lands that had been explored to the north and the south. 

But on this fourth voyage, his trials would only get worse! 
He would suffer terrible weather again and again and again and again; 

more recurrent illness; loss of men due to desertion, drownings, and disease; the 
wounding of his brother and death of one of his most loyal captains and a 
number of men at the hands of Indians and, much later, of each other; ship 
worms that eventually destroyed all his vessels; unfeeling and cavalier treatment 
by his own successor, the governor of the Indies, at both ends of his voyage; 
and a year-long, virtually hopeless, stranding on Jamaica that would see half of 
his men revolt and bloodshed ensue. A quarter of his men would not return. 1 

His hopes of finding a passage to India would be dashed. 
But he would finally find a good source of gold after all. The only 

trouble would be that it couldn't be exploited! 
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1502: With Columbus 500 Years Ago Today 

Five hundred years ago al this very time of year--October 6-16, 1502-
Columbus and his expedition were spending ten days on the coast of Central America in 
the beautiful Chiriqui lagoon, toward the western extreme of Panama near its border 
with Costa Rica. He was five months into his fourth and final voyage, which started in 
1502 and ended in 1504. Did he reflect on the fact that it was exactly ten years since his 
first landing in this new world? Much had happened in the decade since then. 

While events of his first voyage of discovery are common knowledge among 
many, the same cannot be said of his three later voyages. Probably the one about which 
most people know the least is this fourth one. Here we give an account of that part of it 
that took place in 1502. Columbus himself called it "the high voyage, " but it was the 
most trying of all. 

The Preceding Decade: The First Three Voyages 

Not that he hadn't already endured more than his share of severe trials 
on his earlier three expeditions. 

On the first and most famous voyage in 1492, he had lost his flagship, 
wrecked on a reef on Christmas Eve. While he was back in Spain for supplies 
and more settlers, his original ad hoc settlement at the site of the accident, La 
Navidad, was wiped out and its inhabitants killed, apparently after their literally 
atrocious behavior led to hostility among many Indians, which proved lasting. 

The second, very large, expedition had begun in triumph in September, 
1493 (no one in Spain yet knew of the massacre). But it included a number of 
fortune-seekers too proud to work who proved a source of trouble. The new 
settlement he founded down the coast to replace La Navidad suffered 
widespread illness and spoilage of supplies due to the climate and bad location-
near a marsh that bred swarms of mosquitoes, with attendant disease. 

There was also: resentment of the Italian origin of the three Columbus 
brothers who ran things; discontent, disloyalty, and open rebellion by a number 
of men, including some highly-placed ones; attempted thievery by officials; 
seizing of vessels and return to Spain on the part of some, to spread slanderous 
reports about him; licentious, lawlessness, and brutality toward the natives by 
others, with more consequent hostilities with Indians. Columbus himself 
suffered recurrent and lengthy illnesses, and then an inquiry into his conduct by 
a crown representative because of malcontent reports in Spain. Finally, he 
sailed home in March, 1496 to deal with the charges. 

When he set out again on May 30, 1498, his third voyage had some bad 
times early on, and ended worse. He took a much more southerly route than 
before to explore rumors from the Portuguese of a continent to the south. He 
had also heard ofterra firma to the south from Caribbean Indians. Further, on 
the Aristotelian idea that lands in the same latitude have similar products, he 
thought that, since gold had been found in West Africa, it might well be found 
in the same latitudes in the New World. 
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Indian paddlers, of whom 18 perish. Two more unsuccessful attempts convince 
them to return to Santa Gloria. 
1504 - February 28-29: Meanwhile, anticipating that the Indians had become 
hostile and want to kill the Spaniards, Columbus invites them to a palaver, and 
cows them into submission by using his foreknowledge of a lunar eclipse to 
convince them that he has power to intercede with God to control such things 
and keep terrible evils from befalling them. 
1504 - End of March: a small caraval finally sent by Ovando (after about six 
months' delay!) arrives to learn what has happened to Columbus, but with orders 
to bring no one home. However, it does carry a welcome letter from Mendez 
saying he is chartering a rescue vessel. 
1504 - May 19: The rebels return to Santa Gloria and, choosing to fight, are 
defeated in a battle with Bartholomew and Columbus's fifty men. The 
ringleader, Porras, is shackled, but the others pardoned. and allowed to remain 
ashore under a leader Columbus selected. 
1504 - June: The rescue ship promised by Mendez arrives. and on June 18 
Columbus and his I 00 men leave for Santo Domingo, where he is now well 
treated by Ovando who, however, releases Porras. 
1504 - September 12: Columbus leaves the New World for the last time. 
1504 - November 7: The Admiral arrives at San lucar in Spain 

The End 

1504 - November 26: Queen Isabella dies. 
1506 - May 20: Christopher Columbus dies at Valladolid and is buried at the 
Franciscan Monastery there. 
1507 - Martin Wa/dseemuller proposes the New World be called "America" 
afer Amerigo Vespucci. 

+ + + 

The original of John Vandertyn's picture of thje "Landing of Columbus at the Island of Guanahani, West Indies, 
October 12, 1492,' reproduced at the beginning of this chronology, hangs in the Rotunda of the U. S. Capitol. 
The statue of "Columbus in Chains' was given to Pope Pius XI on his golden jubilee, later bequeathed to , 
Supreme Secretary of the Knights of Columbus (1939-1964) Joseph F. Lamb and is now in the Knights of 
Columbus Headquarters Museum in New Haven, Connecticut. Photo by John Pelverts. 

Signature of Columbus, 
'Christ-bearer" 
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commander de Torres (formerly Columbus's second in command), Bobadilla, 
who had sent Columbus home in chains, Roldan, and many other rebels. 
1502 - July 14: After repairs to his storm-damaged ships, Columbus leaves 
Hispaniola, heading for the mainland (Central America), farther west than 
anyone had gone before. Winds and currents force him to toward the Cuban 
coast, whence he heads south by west toward his original intended destination . 
....----r----..,....,.....,--..,.....--. 1502 - July 30: He arrives at the 

island ofGuanaja, off the north coast 
of present-day Honduras. August 14: 
Ashore this Sunday they attend the 
first Mass known to have been 
celebrated on the continent, in an area 
he names La Costa de la Orejas. 
August 17: Columbus formally claims 
the mainland for the sovereigns. 
1502 - September 14: After slow and 
torturous progress east along the 
forbidding coast against the prevailing 

.._ ________________ ..... __ ~~__, 
wind under terrible stormy conditions, 

he rounds the cape he names Gracias a Dios ("Thanks be to God"), and turns 
south. 
1502 - October 5: With several stops en route meeting and trading with Indians, 
they reach a large body of water first mistaken for the passage to Asia, but in 
fact the beautiful Chiriqui Lagoon, where they spend a week and a half.. 
Columbus learns that an isthmus separates him from another ocean to the west, 
and apparently loses hope of finding a westward passage through the land mass, 
settling for finding gold to bring some success to his royal sponsors. 
1502 - October 20: He arrives at the Guayga river, the beginning of a 
gold-bearing region called Veragua by the Indians. 
1502 - November 2:, Driven eastward by a storm, he arrives at a harbor he 
names Portobelo. Weather forces him to stay seven days before continuing east, 
and then being pushed part way back by winds, to a place near Nombre de Dios, 
where he stays until November 23 to repair vessels and casks. 
I 502 - November 26: Heading east again he is again driven back and shelters in 
a small harbor he calls Retrete ("closet") nine days in more miserable weather. 
1502 - December 5: Jn the face of continuing bad weather and headwinds from 
the east, Columbus decides to go back west to learn the truth of what Indians 
had said about gold mines of Veragua. Winds now begin to whipsaw between 
east and west, with fierce thunderstorms and the ever-present danger of reefs. 
1502 - December 20: The ships are blown back into the same harbor they had 
been in eight days earlier. The new year finds Columbus anchored near the end 
of what will be America's answer to his long-sought passage--the Panama 
Canal. They stay until January 3, 1503, then head west again. 
1503 - January 6: On the Feast of the Epiphany Columbus reaches a river he 
christens Belen (after Bethlehem) near Veragua and the reputed gold mines. 
They explore and trade. February 6: He has decided to make a settlement in the 
area, leaving Bartholomew with most of the men and one ship, while he returns 
to Spain for reinforcements and supplies. February 24: After further exploring 
and trading, Bartholomew starts to build the settlement on the Belen River, 
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1501 - September 13: Nicolas de Ovando receives appointment to succeed 
Bobadilla as Hispaniola's governor, and departs on February 13, 1502. 
1502 - March 14: The sovereigns authorize Columbus's fourth voyage, and he 
takes leave of Seville for Cadiz on April 3. 
1502- Vasco da Gama founds a Portuguese colony at Cochin, India; Vespucci 
concludes after his second voyage that America is a separate continent, not 
identical with India. 

Fourth Voyage: Central American Discoveries 
and Marooning on Jamaica, 1502-1504 

1502 - May 9: Columbus, almost 51 years old, leaves from Cadiz, with 4 ships 
(La Capitana, Vizcaina, Santiago, and Bermuda) and 140 men and boys. There 
were 56 of the latter, virtually all teen-agers, some as young as 13 or 14. 
Included in the company are Columbus's brother Bartholomew and son 
Fernandez, who keeps a record of the voyage. (A quarter of those setting out 
will never return.) The expedition is financed by the sovereigns and is to focus 
on finding precious metals, stones and items of value, but no slaves, and to visit 
Santo Domingo only on the way home. May 25: They leave the Canary Islands. 
1502 - June 15: They arrive at Martinique and head northwest along the islands. 
1502 - June 29: Columbus arrives off Santo Domingo, hoping to replace one of 
his ships and take shelter from an impending hurricane, the signs of which he 
has recognized. Governor Ovando. having succeeded Bobadilla, does not 
permit the ships to land, disregards Columbus's warning about the hurricane, 
and sends a fleet of28 ships off the next day for Cadiz. June 30: Forbidden the 
harbor, Columbus anchors offshore in a protected area and his ships ride out the 
storm without great damage. But the home-bound fleet runs directly into the 
storm. Nineteen ships go down with all hands, others with a few survivors, and 
four limp back to Santo Domingo. Over 500 men and a fortune in gold are lost. 
Only one ship goes on to reach Cadiz--the very one carrying Columbus's own 
revenues from the colony, sent by his agent. Among the drowned are fleet 
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in the continent being named for him.) 
1499 - September 5: Ojeda arrives in Xaragua on Hispaniola, and without 
authority starts cutting logwood, which the crown had reserved for itself. 
Roldan agrees to capture Ojeda and his men for Columbus and send them to 
Santo Domingo, but they manage to get away, load up with slaves in the 
Bahamas and return to Spain. 
1499 - October: Columbus sends two caravels back to Spain explaining his 
settlement with Roldan as forced by circumstances, and again asking that a wise 
administrator of justice be sent to help him govern. However, in the spring the 
rulers have already selected Francisco de Bobadilla, a distinguished and trusted 
aristocrat who has long served them, to go to Hispaniola as chief justice and also 
as royal commissioner to hear complaints. He is not well-disposed toward 
Columbus, apparently resenting him as an upstart foreigner (a wave ofanti
Genoese sentiment is sweeping the court at the time), has been affected by the 
negative reports, and seems to regard his task as to rein in Columbus. It will be 
over a year after his selection that he finally sai ls for Hispaniola, in July, 1500. 
I 500: Pedro Avarez Cabral discovers Brazil, claiming it for Portugal; Vincente 
Yanez Pinz6n,former captain of Nifla, lands on the Brazilian coast, and 
Vespucci and Ojeda return to Spain. 1500-1501: King Ferdinand fights 
Moorish revolts in Granada, declaring it a Christian kingdom in 1501. 
1500-Another rebell ion, by Adrian de Moxica, one of Roldan's lieutenants, is 
put down by Columbus with Roldan's help. To reinforce authority, Columbus 
has moved to a "get tough" policy, with executions of key rebels. 
August 23: Bobadilla arrives at Santo Domingo while Columbus is away 
suppressing another rebellion, is upset to see two Spanish corpses hanging from 
the gallows, and learns of more executions scheduled the next day. He has a 
run-in with Columbus's brother Diego, who had been left in charge, arrests him, 
apparently engages in rabble-rousing, and impounds Columbus's house, money, 
papers, and possessions. When Columbus returns in September, he perhaps at 
first thinks that Bobadilla is another of those explorers he has not authorized, 
but then accepts his credentials and is shackled like Diego. Convinced in the 
eventual triumph of justice, he also persuades Bartholomew, still at large with a 
military force, to submit as well. (Columbus has more than once asked for a 
judicial administrator as an assistant or even a replacement for himself, and had 
expressed willingness to pay the cost. But he afterwards feels that the man he 
got is, in his negative view of the enterprise, the opposite of what is required.) 
1500 - October: Bobadilla sends Columbus and his two brothers back to Spain. 
The Admiral is accused of injudicious governing of natives in Xaragua. When 
the ship captain, once underway, offers to remove his chains, Columbus insists 
on keeping them on, to be removed by direct orders of the rulers. They arrive in 
Cadiz by the end of the month. Soon freed by the sovereigns, Columbus goes to 
the Carthusian monastery in Seville where he draws maps of the new lands to 
the west, having an idea that they are a barrier in front of Asia. Studying reports 
of other explorations, he sees the possibility of a middle passage between the 
lands explored to the north and to the south. 
1501 - At the monastery, he completes his "Book of Privileges" (outlining what 
is his due from the sovereigns) and works on preparing and dictating his "Book 
of Prophecies" (intended as a poetic statement of their and his divine vocation 
regarding the New World), a project that ends by March 23 of the next year. 
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he opts not to go as far south as planned, but much more directly to the west.. 
1498 - July 31 - August 13: He discovers Trinidad and explores mainland 
South America (principally the Gulf of Paria and the Paria Peninsula on the 
north coast of Venezuela, both just west of Trinidad), and records on August 
14/15 that he has discovered a hitherto unknown large continent, which he later 
comes to believe holds the Garden of Eden. 
rr--.---.:-:==---=----=---~.,,.--, 1498 - August 31 : Col um bus is escorted 

to the new Santo Domingo by 
Bartholomew, whom he had met near 
Hispaniola's southernmost point, about 100 
miles to the west. (Nina and India had 
already arrived at lsabela.) A rebellion is in 
progress led by Francisco Roldan, chief 

r1"""'!r--..... -J!Beca1mea! justice of the colony, who had allied 

L
...\._ ___ .!!J...:_:i.._ ____ _::~::.·~='a:.i himself with some of the Indians. The 

three of Columbus's caravels on the direct 
route had overshot their destination and ended up in the vicinity of Roldan, who 
was at large in the southwest part of the island (the area called Xaragua, a 
peninsula now part of Haiti, and had induced many fromftheir crews to desert 
to him. 
1498 - October 18: Columbus sends two vessels back to Spain with somewhat 
incoherent letters describing his discoveries in South America and ideas for a 
settlement there, and asking for the appointment of someone to administer 
justice. He also suggests that he could send all the slaves that could be sold 
(presumably captives from battles with hostile lndians), The letters apparently 
do not make a good impression on the rulers, who are losing confidence in him. 
October 20: He makes a conciliatory overture to Roldan, resulting in an 
agreement on November 16 on terms favorable to Roldan and his men. To 
fulfill a provision that he provide transportation back to Spain within a 
specified time for those rebels who wished to go, Columbus sacrifices his plan 
to send Bartholomew with Nina and India to Paria in South America to organize 
fishing and the taking of pearls. Instead, the ships are to be used for the rebels' 
home trip. But a storm and needed repairs delay things past the specified 
deadline and Roldan uses that to win more concessions, which Columbus finally 
agrees to in September, 1499. One result of the settlement will be the 
beginnings of what later becomes the system of repartimientos or 
encomiendas--plantation lands, together with the Indians on them at the service 
of the grantee, which is agreed to by the caciques. Meanwhile, without approval 
by Columbus as viceroy (whose influence at home has greatly declined), three 
other expeditions are allowed to take off from Spain to explore parts of the New 
World (perhaps necessary to establish claims before other nations did so). 
1498 - Vasco da Gama discovers a sea route to India/or Portugal and arrives 
at Malabar coast; Michelangelo sculpts the Pieta in Rome. 
1499 - In Spain, one of Columbus's former captains on Hispaniiola, Alonso de 
Ojeda (who had captured Caonab6), has obtained Columbus's chart of his 
explorations of South America and a license to go there, and he and Amerigo 
Vespucci leave Spain on a voyage of discovery, explore the northern coast of 
South America, and discover the mouth of the Amazon River, (Vespucci's 
account of the voyage, predated two years, omits mention of Ojeda, and results 
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Slavery in the Sixteenth Century 
In the sixteenth century all theologians held that it was licit to enslave pagans, 
but not Christians, captured in a just war, and Moors and Christians enslaved 
each other without scruple. Presumably it was that understanding that underlay 
the enslavement of the Indians, who were also seen as potential converts and 
as a profitable income source. Isabella did not approve of this policy. Early on, 
the Spanish monarchs prohibited enslavement of the Indians because they were 
not known enemies of Christianity like the Saracens, and had committed no 
crime against Spain. But exceptions were allowed: for Carlbs, understood to be 
cannibals who preyed on others, and for rebellious Indians, according to the 
doctrine on pagan captives in war. Spain was the first country to examine 
seriously the moral aspects of slavery and to bring about changes in thinking in 
this regard. Perhaps for the first time in history a great ruler-in this case, 
Charles V, who ruled most of Europe and the New World-called a halt to all 
conquests until it was clear whether they were just or not. A famous debate 
was held at Valladolid in 1550-1551 before learned and high-ranking men about 
the morality of slavery, as a result of which the antlcstavery view gained general 
acceptance. (See Louis H. Rivera, A Violent Evangelizing: The Polit/cal and Religious 
Conquests of the Americas [Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1992), pp. 93. 96. 
103; Gianni Granzotto, Christopher Columbus (Norman,Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1987], p. 222); John Noble Wiiford, The Secret History of Columbus [New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1991), pp. 186-190; Robert Royal, 1492 and All That (Washington: Ethics 
and Public Polley Center, 1992), pp. 72-74.) 

had come to get rich quick rather than settle--want to leave. The disadvantages 
of the settlement's location have become evident, and the Admiral has been 
looking for a new site. He decides to return to Spain to answer the allegations 
against him. 
1496 - March: Columbus leaves for Spain in the Nina and the India, after 
telling Bartholomew, left in charge, to relocate the city on the southern shore. 
Both agree it is to be named for their father, Domenico. Traveling via 
Mariegalante and Guadeloupe, he arrives at Cadiz June 11. Bartholomew's first 
job is to erect a fort, San Cristobal, near the site of present-day Santo Domingo. 
July: Supply ships to Jsabela bring a letter from Columbus and royal 
instructions to relocate the capital to the Ozarna River near Fort Cristobal. 
1496 - Summer: Work begins on Santo Domingo, originally called Isabel 
Nueva, destined to be the first permanent settlement by Europeans in this 
hemisphere. This time the site has been very well chosen. 
1497 - April 23: The sovereigns issue instruction for the third voyage. His 
titles and privileges and Bartholomew as adelantado have all been confirmed. 
1497: Cabots,father and son, reach the east coast of North America. 

Third Voyage: South American Discoveries; 
Administration of Hispaniola, 1498-1500 

1498 - January 23: Nina and India depart from Sanlucar with supplies for the 
settlement, sent in advance of Columbus's own departure .. 
1498 - May 30: Columbus departs from Sanlucar on his third voyage with six 
caravels, three of which he takes on a very southerly route to investigate rumors 
of a southern continent. After a becalming near the Equator in terrific July heat, 
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three ships Bartholomew had brought and, before the return of the Admiral, 
leaves for Spain with the aggressive Fray Buyl (who thought Columbus should 
have been tougher on the Indians), arriving in November to spread more 
negative and slanderous reports on Columbus. On Hispaniola some of 
Margarit's men and disaffected colonists run rampant on the island with 
licentiousness and brutality toward the natives, with responses from the Indians 
and counter responses. 
1494 - June 13: Meanwhile, away exploring the southern coast of Cuba, the 
Admiral is convinced it is part of the Asian mainland. He turns back within a 
few miles of the western tip of the island, and his extended indirect return to 
lsabela involves more explorations--including the southern coast of Jamaica and 
of Hispaniola. At the site of the future Santo Domingo he dispatches a land 
party of nine men to cross Hispaniola by way of San Tomas to lsabela, which 
they do while he takes the sea route around the eastern end of the island. On 
this return trip Columbus becomes very seriously ill. 
1494 - September 29: The Admiral's expedition arrives back at Isabela and he 
has to be carried ashore sick, and is abed for weeks. The three Columbus 
brothers are now reunited, and the ill Christopher appoints Bartholomew his 
deputy and as Adelantado (equivalent to a provincial governor), an honor to this 
Italian that is much resented by the Spaniards. Along with a friendly letter from 
the sovereigns, Bartholomew had brought news that many negative reports had 
been sent to Spain by dissatisfied colonists. 
1494 - Fall: De Torres and the four caravels requested by Columbus in 
February arrive with more provisions, apparently the first women and children 
as well, and another letter from the sovereigns. 
1494 - late: A series of military campaigns against the disaffected Indians 
starts. 
1495-98 - Leonardo Da Vinci paints "The Last Supper. " 
1495 - February 24: De Torres with his four caravels, and Columbus's brother 
Diego, leaves again for Spain, carrying as slaves about 500 of the 1600 Indian 
captives from the recent punitive expedition (200 die during the voyage, 
probably due to lack of immunity to unfamiliar diseases suffered by these 
tropical natives in a winter crossing of the cold North Atlantic). 
1495 - March 27: Columbus leads 200 men, horses, and native auxiliaries 
under his friend, the cacique Guacanagari, deep into the island where another 
chief had assembled an impressive army of thousands. The Indians are 
frightened and routed by the cavalry, and many are captured. Alonso de Ojeda 
later captures Caonab6 (responsible for the massacre at La Navidad) by a ruse. 
1495 - May: Starting in May, for about ten months the Admiral and 
Bartholomew are engaged in subduing the island, traveling throughout it. Three 
forts are built, and a harsh and much-criticized system of tribute in gold or 
cotton is initiated. The Indians fight a guerrilla war, adopt a scorched earth 
policy, suffer a famine, and thousands die, from violence, hunger, and suicide. 
1495 - June: A hurricane destroys three ships, leaving only the Nina. From 
salvage a ship similar to her, the Santa Cruz, also called India, is built. 
1495 - October: Four caravels arrive from Spain under the command of Juan 
Aguado, a former friend, sent by the monarchs to conduct a judicial 
investigation of Columbus' behavior in light of the negative reports that had 
been spread in Spain. There is great discontent in Jsabela, where most--who 
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men take sick by the end of January, and soon half the population are laid low. 
Columbus himself will be sick again in April for eight days. 
1494 - February 2: With provisions spoiled by rain and humidity, Columbus 
orders twelve ships back to Spain under Antonio de Torres, his second in 
command, with a request that three or four be returned with food, medicines, 
clothing, work animals, and I 00 miners. 
1494 - March: Columbus leads a party of 500 men to the area of the mines and 
erects a fort, naming it Santo Tomas. After returning to /sabela he learns that 
the native King Caonab6 plans to attack the fort. Columbus sends 400 men to 
deter the Indians, and a small amount of bloodshed results. At lsabela in this 
period there is much dissension, and even rebellion. Unfortunately the colony 
had been set up by the crown with a fragmentation of the authority Columbus 
had on the first voyage. He has to arrest the comptroller, who had schemed to 
make off with several ships and a load of gold; to threaten to withhold rations 
from workers who don't work; and to deal with the hidalgos who refuse to do 
manual labor (required due to the general sickness) and resent orders from this 
foreigner. 
1494 - April 25: Leaving his brother Diego in charge, Columbus takes an 
expedition to explore neighboring lands. He visits Cuba, thinking it a peninsula, 
and, for the first time, Jamaica, and will be gone five months. 
1494 - June 7: Treaty of Tordesi/las between Spain and Portugal moves the 
Pope's 1493 line of demarcation 600 miles west, following Columbus's 
suggestion before he left Spain that the Pope 's original specifications be treated 
as guidelines for further negotiations .. 
1494 - June: During the Admiral's absence, his dearest brother, Bartholomew, 
arrives at /sabela with three caravels and supplies, joining brother Diego there. 
During the Admiral 's prolonged absence, there is a rebellion of Indians because 
of the behavior ofMargarit, commander of the fort at San Tomas. Summoned 
by Bartholomew to explain his conduct, the quick-tempered Margarit grabs the 
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WASHING TON ASSEMBLY NO. 151 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

OLDEST ASSEMBLY IN THE ARCHDIOCESE 
(Established April I, 1912) 

Participating in its ninety first appearance at the celebration 

SALUTES 

\ 
AND EXTENDS 

FRATERNAL GREETINGS 

AND BEST WISHES 

TO THE N. C. C. A. 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
9QTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
UNVEILING OF THE COLUMBUS MEMORJAL 

Faithful Friar Rev. Clement St. Jacques 
Faithful Navigator John Purnell 
Faithful Captain Joseph Jackson 
Faithful Pilot Venantius Onunaku, GK 
Faithful Admiral Frank R. Shaw, IPSO 
Faithful Scribe Ernest T. Boykin, Jr. 
Faithful Comptroller James M. Toliver, PSD 
Faithful Purser James E. Oxford, Jr., PFN 
Faithful Inner Sentinel Thomas Washington, Sr. GK 
Faithful Inner Sentinel Melvin E. Brown, PGK 
Faithful Outer Sentinel Marcellino C. Borges 
Faithful Outer Sentinel Edwin Laws, Sr. 
Faithful Trustee (3 yr) Rev. Mr. James E. Brown 
Faithful Trustee (2 yr) Sergio 0. Grillo 
Faithful Trustee (I yr) James LeGrand 
Commander, Color Corp Leonard Washington, Sr., PFN 
Lt. Cmdr., Color Corps Reginald B. Stewart, Sr., PFN 

The Patriot Arm of the Knights of Columbus 
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First Voyage: Discovery of the New World 
(Bahamas, Cuba, and Hispaniola), 1492-1493 

1492 - August 2: Mass held for Columbus and crew at Church of St. George, 
Martyr, in Palos at noon; Columbus embarks from Palos de la Frontera that day 
with three caravels (Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria) and 90 men. 
1492 - October 12: After 33 days crossing the Atlantic, land is sighted at 2 
a.m., and at dawn Columbus lands on the island of Guanahani in the Bahamas 
archipelago. On October 27 at nightfall the shore of Cuba is sighted, and on 
December 6 the three vessels reach the western end of the island of Hispaniola, 
containing the modern Dominican Republic and Haiti. 
1492 - December 24: The Santa Maria runs aground on the north coast of 
Hispaniola. A fort and tower are constructed and 39 or 40 men left behind in 
this first settlement, named La Navidad because of the day of the accident. 
Columbus and the rest leave in the Nina to rejoin the Pinta and return to Spain. 
1493 - March 15: Columbus returns to Palos and receives a special audience at 
the Spanish court in Barcelona. 
1493 - May 4: Pope Alexander VI establishes a line of demarcation dividing 
the New World between Spain and Portugal; it will be revised June 28. 

Second Voyage: Colonization of Hispaniola and Exploration 
of Southern Coasts of Cuba, Jamaica, and Hispaniola, 1493-1496 

1493 - September 25: Second voyage leaves Cadiz with 17 ships and 
1200-1500 colonists, including 200 volunteers not on salary from Spain, 
youngest brother Diego (Giacomo, or James, not to be confused with his son of 
the same name, who, with his other son Ferdinand, would become a page at 
court early in 1494), and five religious with the mission of evangelization. 
1493 - November 2: Columbus's second expedition arrives in the Indies on a 
Sunday, and he names the landfall island Dominica. 
1493 - November 27: After sailing up the Leeward Islands, through the Virgin 
Islands, along the south shore of Puerto Rico, and then along the north coast of 
Hispaniola, the expedition arrives at La Navidad. They find the colonists dead, 
the town and surrounding villages burned to the ground in vicious retaliation for 
reported mistreatment of the Indians by the garrison. Columbus treats kindly 
the local chief of this northwest part of Hispaniola, his earlier friend 
Guacanagari, who (apparently rightly) blames the attack on another cacique (of 
the north central part of the island), Caonab6. On December 8 the expedition 
leaves, heading eastward. Later that month, Columbus is sick, until mid-March. 
1494 - January 2: In a solemn ceremony a new settlement is established about 
seventy miles east of La Navidad. It is named Jsabela to honor the queen, and 
planned to be a grand capital city. Established to be within reach of reported 
gold mines, it is otherwise poorly sited near a river that flooded and a miasrnic 
marsh, and will last only a couple of years. 
1494 - January 6: On the Feast of the Epiphany all attend the first Mass 
known to be offered on the soil of the Western Hemisphere, celebrated by Fray 
Buy I who heads the religious contingent. Afterwards, a party of 2 captains and 
15-30 men and Indian guides set out to find the mines, in an area several dozen 
miles distant, returning on January 20 with some gold in hand. Several hundred 
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
IN THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

(Relevant contemporary events are shown in italics; 
some important recurrent New World locations are shown in boldface italics.) 

1451 - Christopher Columbus is born in Genoa, Italy, the son of Susanna and 
Domenico Colombo, a Ligurian weaver and one of the keepers of the city's 
gates. (Queen Isabella and Amerigo Vespucci are both born this same year). 
1453 - Turks capture Constantinople, kill the Emperor and the thousand-year
old Byzantine Empire ends. 
1465 - Columbus's first sea voyages to Corsica. 
1468 - Gutenberg dies. 1470 - Portuguese discover West African Gold Coast. 
1473 - Copernicus is born. 1475 - Michelangelo is born. 
1477 - Columbus has moved from Genoa to Lisbon; sails to England, Ireland, 
Iceland and possibly near the Arctic Circle. 
1478- St. Thomas More is born in England 
1479 - Columbus marries Felipa Moniz Perestrello of Porto Santo in the 
Madeira Islands. The union gives Columbus a son and heir, Diego. 
1483 - Martin Luther is born. 
1484 - Columbus approaches King John II of Portugal with a plan for an 
expedition to seek lands to the west via a sea route; Columbus and Diego arrive 
in Palos, Spain (going to the Franciscan Monastery La Rabida, near Palos) to 
discuss sponsorship of expedition westward on the "Ocean Sea." 
1485 - Felipa Perestrello dies. 
1486 - Son Fernando (Ferdinand) is born of union with Beatriz Enriquez. 
1488- Bartholomew Diaz rounds the Cape of Good Hope. 1492- The 
Spanish take Granada, ending the Moorish kingdom in Spain and consolidating 
the monarchy of Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of Castile. 
1492 - April 17: King and Queen of Spain sign the Santa Fe document 
defining Columbus's proposed expedition. 
1492 - May 23: King and Queen decree citizens of Palos will be crew 
members. 
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WASHINGTON COUNCIL NO. 224 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Celebrating 105 years 

Sends Greetings 
to the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 

COUNCIL OFFICERS 

Joseph I. Guiffrida, Grand Knioght 

David A.Poore, Deputy Grand Knight 

Henry M. Rackowski, Chancellor 

J. Francis Lee, Recorder 

Robert H. Lacey III, Financial Secretary 

George Sitgraves, Treasurer 

Theodore C. Hirt, Advocate 

David A. Taylor, Warden 

Maurice E. Mann, Guard 

John Kuchenbrod, Guard 
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Daniel Burnham, who designed Union Station, was the major 
architect of the 1892-1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago. 
Burnham' s architecture was so well received in Chicago that it launched the 
"City Beautiful" movement, to transform major cities, especially our 
nation's capital into a series of well-landscaped neo-class1cal palaces, 
expressing confidence in our Republic during the 1890 period. Burnham' s 
Columbus Fountain and Taft's Columbus statue were influenced in part by 
Frederick MacMonnies fountain at the World's Columbian Exhibition. In 
recent years Union Station has been rejuvenated as a lively commercial 
space while still serving as a train terminal. As a major artistic remnant of 
the Exposition, the statue, fountain and edifice rightly serve as the focal 
point for the annual Columbus Day Celebration. 

The Ceremony 
Throughout the years there 

have been many fraternal, civic and 
cultural organizations who have pro
vided the leadership for the ceremony 
each year. The appearances of the U.S. 
Military Honor Guard, the service 
bands, and the Knights of Columbus 
Color Corps, add to the pa$eantry. 
Addresses by national and interna
tional dignitaries, members of the 
diplomatic corps, especially represent
ing Spain, Italy and the Bahamas, 
Organization of American States, have 
added interest to the occasion; and 
along with the audience all have joined 
in the festivities. In an effort to 
perpetuate a more unified event, in 
1989 the Washington Columbus Cel
ebration Association (WCCA) was 
formed. In an extended outreach of its 
membership to more than 25 States 
within the past decade, the organiza
tion has changedits name to the 
National Columbus Celebration Asso
ciation (NCCA) . The Association, in 
cooperation with the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, plans the yearly ceremony which is open to the public free of 
charge. In addition to the highlights of the program already described in this 
history, the ceremony closes with wreath presentations representing many 
national and local fraternal, civic, patriotic and cultural societies 

Cover: Our front and back covers commemorate this 90th anniversary year of the 1912 
unveiling of the Columbus Memorial. The back cover shows the back of the monument 
base as seen from Union Station. For reasons unknown, the inscribed years for 
Columbus's birth and death, I 436 and I 504, do not match those accepted today, 1451 
and 1506. Cover printing was sponsored by the Lido Civic Club. 
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CELEBRATING CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS IN THE 
NATION'S CAPITAL 

The Site 
In the years following the great quadricentennial ( 400th 

anniversary) celebration in 1892 of the achievements and discoveries of 
Christopher Columbus, an effort 
was launched by the Knights of 
Columbus to establish a monument 
to the great discoverer. The U. S. 
Congress passed a law which 
mandated a Columbus Memorial in 
the nation's capital and appropriated 
$100,000 to cover the construction 
costs. A commission was estab
lished composed of the secretaries 
of State and War, the chairmen of 
the House and Senate Committees 
on the Library of Congress, and the 
Supreme Knight of the Knights of 
Columbus. With the newly com
pleted Union Railroad Station in 
1907, plans focused toward locating 
the memorial on the plaza in front of 
this great edifice. 

After a series of competi
tions, sculptor Lorado z. Taft of 
Chicago was awarded the contract. 
His plan envisioned what you see 
this day, a monument constructed of 
Georgia marble; a semi-circular fountain sixty-six feet broad and forty-four 
feet deep and in the center, a pylon crowned with a globe supported by four 
eagles connected by garland. A fifteen foot statue of Columbus, facing the 
U. S. Capitol and wrapped in a medieval mantle, stands in front of the pylon 
in the bow of a ship with its prow extending into the upper basin of the 
fountain terminating with a winged figurehead representing democracy. 
Flanking Columbus are two seated, allegorical figures: To his left 
representing the Old World is a patriarchal figure resting his arms upon a 
shield and grasping a crumpled map while to his right representing the New 
World is a pre-Columbian figure (American Jndian) crouching behind his 
crude shield reaching for an arrow. On the rear of the large pylon is a double 
medallion picturing the Spanish monarchs King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella. Set at the extremes of the axis of the balustrade are couchant lions. 
Three towering flagpoles flank behind the monument representing the 
historic ships of 1492 the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria. Classic
columned lampposts in front of Union Station feature replicas of ships on 
their cross-axis near the base mounts. The dedication of the majestic tribute 
to Columbus occurred on June 8, 1912 with many thousands attending. It 
was the prelude to and the focal point for the annual Columbus Day 
celebrations since. 
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iKnigI,t11 nf C!rnlumbu11 
JJmmaculat.e O!nnc.eption il9t,rin.e Otnuncil #4944 

11l!lust,iugtnn, il. Qt. 
Congratulates the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 
on the 90th Anniversary of the 

National Columbus Memorial Fountain 
Council Officers 

Chaplain 
Grand Knight 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Chancellor 
Recorder 
Financial Secretary 
Treasurer 
Advocate 
Warden 
Guards 

Trustees 

Rev. Clement St. Jacques 
Tolulope A. Odunlami 
Walter A. Hawkins 
Marcellino C. Borges 
Arthur Bryce 
Freddie T. Johnson 
Joseph L. Bowser 
Sergio 0. Grillo 
Edward Lyles 
Earl Hill 
Edward W. Stockwell 
Arthur Bryce 
Alvin J. Durrington 
Benjamin McCall 
Roosevelt Daniels 

In Memorirun 
+ 

Edward Louis (Angel) Rose 
Born December 23, 1927 
Died November 16, 1992 
a Knight ot-Columbus 1953-1992 

+ 
Requiescat in Pace 

M:ay his soul rest in peace 

Thy servant'" Edward,, hath fought the 
good fight,, he hath vvon the race. 

No\N God hath prepared for him an 
Everlasting Cro°"n of Victory in 

Heaven 

by his devoted vvife 
Margaret Mary B. Rose 
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Application for Membership 
in the 

National Columbus Celebration Association 

The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of 
Columbus and his historic achievements in linking the Old World 

and the New, but also the higher values that motivated and sus
tained him in his efforts and his trials. Those virtues - faith in God, 
the courage of his convictions, dedication to purpose, perseverance 
in effort, professional excellence, and boldness in facing the 
unknown - are as needed today and in the future. 

The Association invites individuals and organizations who 
identify with our purposes to join with us by filling out the applica
tion below and sending it to the address given. Membership 
includes a gold plated membership pin, a personal colorful certifi
cate with beribboned seal, suitable for framing, an invitation to the 
annual meeting with the right to vote, minutes, newsletters, and 
your name listed in the program published for the annual celebra
tion. 

Annual membership dues are (please check appropriate box) 
(Please print name clearly as you wish it to appear on the certificate) 

Business or professional and 
Non-profit, patriotic, fraternal .... $ 75.00 [_] 

Individual ....................... .. ................... $ 25.00 L_J 

Name .... .............. ........ ....................................................... . 

Address ............................................................................. . 

City ................................................. State .......... Zip ................. . 

Telephone ............................................... ...... . 

Please fi ll out the application, cut or tear along the line indicated, and send 
with your check made payable to: "NCCA" 

N.C.C.A. 
P 0 BOX 40457 

Washington DC 20016 
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THE NATION'S CAPITAL 
CELEBRATES510YEARS 

OF DISCOVERY 

HONORING THE GREAT 

DISCOVERER 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

MONDAY OCTOBER 14, 2002 

THE COLUMBUS MEMORIAL 
COLUMBUS PLAZA- UNION STATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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May the vision and courage 
of Christopher Columbus 

inspire us all 

CACI 
• www.cac1.com 

Technology That Supports America's Defense 
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WE CELEBRATE THE FIVE- HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE BEGINNING OF C OLUMBUS1 FOURTH 

VOYAGE TO THE 1NEW WORLD1 

AND RECOGNIZE THE 
NINETIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNVEILING

DEDICATION OF THE MAJESTIC NATIONAL 
C OLUMBUS STATUE/FOUNTAIN MEMORIAL 

Dr. and Mrs. David R . Curfman 
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Celebrating the Ninetieth Anniversary 
of the unveiling and dedication of the 

National Columbus Monument 

Columbus Day - 2002 




