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CELEBRATING CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL 

THE SITE 

I n the years following the great 1892 quadricentennial (400th 
anniversary) celebration of the achievements and discoveries of 

Christopher Columbus, an effort was launched by the Knights of 
Columbus in the District of Columbia to establish a monument 
in the nation's capital to the great 
discoverer. At their urging, Congress 
passed a law mandating a memorial, 
appropriating $100,000 to cover 
costs. A commission was established 
composed of the secretaries of 
State and War, the chairmen of the 
House and Senate Committees on 
the Library of Congress, and the 
Supreme Knight of the Knights of 
Columbus. With the new Union 
Station completed in 1907, plans 
focused on putting the memorial in 
the plaza in front of this great edifice. 

After a series of competitions, sculptor Lorado Z. Taft of Chicago 
was commissioned. His plan gave us what you see today: a 
monument of Georgia marble, a semi-circular fountain 66 feet by 
44 feet, and in the center a pylon crowned with a globe supported by 
four eagles connected by a garland. A IS-foot statue of Columbus, 
facing the U. S. Capitol and wrapped in a medieval mantle, stands 
in front of the pylon in the bow of a ship with its prow extending 
into the upper basin of the fountain and terminating with a winged 
figurehead representing democracy. Flanking Columbus are two 
seated allegorical figures. To his left, representing the Old World, 
is a patriarchal figure resting his arms upon a shield and grasping 
a crumpled map, while to his right, representing the New World, 
is a pre-Columbian figure (American Indian) crouching behind 
his crude shield and reaching for an arrow. On the rear of the large 
pylon is a double medallion picturing the Spanish monarchs King 
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Ferdinand and Queen Isabella. Set at the extremes of the axis of the 
balustrade are couchant lions. Three towering flagpoles rise behind 
the monument representing the historic ships of 1492, the Nina, the 
Pinta and the Santa Maria. Classic-columned lampposts in front of 
Union Station feature replicas of ships on their cross-axis near the 
base mounts. 

Daniel Burnham, who designed Union Station, had been 
the major coordinating architect of the 1892-1893 World's 

Columbian Exposition in Chicago. His work launched the "City 
Beautiful" movement, to transform major cities, especially our 
nation's capital, into a series of well-landscaped neo-classical places, 
expressing confidence in our Republic during the 1890 period. The 
Columbus Fountain and Taft's Columbus statue were influenced in 
part by Frederick MacMonnies' fountain at the World's Columbian 
Exhibition. 

Dedication of the new memorial took place on Saturday, June 
8, 1912 in the presence of President Taft and was accompanied 
by an elaborate three-day celebration organized by the Knights of 
Columbus that brought a reported 47,000 Knights and their families 
and others to the capital-llS,OOO in all. The photo on our title page 
shows the monument in its gleaming whiteness immediately after 
the flags that had veiled it were parted by an electric signal from 
the Italian ambassador. The unveiling ceremonies were followed by a 
mammoth 3-mile-long parade, viewed by 300,000 people according 
to newspaper accounts. 

TODAY'S CEREMONY 

T hroughout the years fraternal, civic and cultural organizations 
provided leadership for an annual Columbus Day ceremony 

at the site. For some years now, in collaboration with the National 
Park Service, which has responsibility for the site, the ceremony has 
been organized each year by the National Christopher Columbus 
Association (NCCA), established in 1989 to plan the celebration in 
the Quincentenary and subsequent years. It brings in many attendees 
from other parts of the country each year. 

Appearances of the U.S. Military Honor Guard, the Marine Band, 
and the Knights of Columbus Color Corps add to the pageantry. 
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Reading of the annual presidential and mayoral proclamations, 
remarks by members of the diplomatic corps and the Organization 
of American States, the awarding of a national essay contest prize (in 
a contest sponsored by NIAF and NSDAR), reading of the essay by 
the winner, and wreath-laying by embassies and many national and 
local patriotic groups constitute the program, which is open to the 
public free of charge. This booklet has been prepared and is provided 
by the National Christopher Columbus Association, which expresses 
appreciation to the National Park Service for its collaboration in 
sponsoring this event. 

A Summary of the Marine Band's History 

For more than two centuries, the United States Marine Band has been 
part of the events that have shaped our nation. As "The President's Own;' 
its omnipresent role has made it an important thread in the fabric of Amer

ican life. 

Established by an Act of Congress in 1798, the Mar ine Band is America's 
oldest continuously active professional musical organization. Its primary 
mission is unique-to provide music for the President of the United States 

and the Commandant of the Mari ne Corps. 

President John Adams invited the Marine Band to make its White House 
debut on New Year's Day, 1801, in the then-unfinished Executive Mansion . 
It is believed in March of that year, the band performed for the inaugural 
of 1110111as Jefferson and has performed for every Presidential inaugural 
since that time. In Jefferson, the band found its most visionary advocate 
and friend. An accomplished musician himself, Jeffe rson recognized the 
unique relationship between the band and the Chief Executive and is cred
ited with giving the Marine Band the title, "The President's Own." 

Whether performing for South Lawn arrival ceremonies, State Dinners, 
or receptions, Marine Band musicians appear at the White House more 

than 200 times each year. Each fall, the band travels through a region of the 
United States during its concert tour, a century-old tradition initiated by 
John Philip Sousa, the band's legendary 17th Director. 

As Director from 1880-92, Sousa brought "111e President's Own" to un

precedented levels of excellence and shaped the band into a world-famous 
musical organization. During his tenure, the band was one of the first mu
sical ensembles to make sound recordings. Sousa also began to write the 

marches that earned him the title, "The March King." 
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CIVIC CEREMONY 
Sponsored by 

NATIONAL CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS ASSOCIATION 
in cooperation with the 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL MALL & MEMORIAL PARKS 
Monday, October 10,2016 

COLUMBUS PLAZA - UNION STATION 

MUSICAL PRELUDE 10:45 a.m. 
"The President's Own" United States Marine Band 

POSTING OF THE COLORS 11:00 a.m. 
U.S. Armed Forces Color Guard, Military District of Washington 

Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree Color Corps 
-Calvert Provin ce Districts of Wa shington Archdiocese, Maryland and Virginia 
Columbus Expeditionary Banner, Raymond Moore as Christopher Columbus 

NATIONAL ANTHEMS 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Spain, Italy, Bahamas, 
United States of America 

Tommy Harger 
Board of Directors, Knights of Columbus 

INVOCATION Rear Admiral Barry C. Black, USN (Ret) 
Chaplain of the United States Senate 

RETIRING OF THE COLORS U.S. Armed Forces Color Guard 

WELCOME James P. McCusker 
President, National Christopher Columbus Association 

Gay Vietzke 
Superintendent, National Mall and Memorial Parks, National Park Service 

REMARKS 
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Mrs. Maria Molina 
Counselor, Cultural Office 

Embassy of Spain 



Catherine Flumiani 
First Co unselor, Consular and Social Affairs 

Embassy of Italy 

Eugene Newry 
Ambassador 

Embassy of the Bahamas 

READING OF PROCLAMATIONS 
From the President of the United States of America 

From the Mayor of the District of Columbia 
INTRODUCTION 

National Youth Columbus Essay Contest Winner 
Morgan Meer, Pittsburth, Pennsylvania 

"Columbus and Lindbergh: A Journey Across the Atlantic" 

Contest sponsored jointly by: 
THE NATIONAL SOCIETY DAUGHTERS 

OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
- Ann T. Dillon, President General 

represented by Beth Watkins, National Vice Chairman, 
American History for the Christopher Columbus Essay Contest 

THE NATIONAL ITALIAN AMERICAN FOUNDATION 
- Gabriella Mileti, Grants and Scholarship Manager 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE "America, the Beautiful" 
Samuel Augustus Ward, lyrics by Katherine Lee Bates 
arranged by MSgt Stephen Bulla" U.S. Marin e Band 

PRESENTATION OF MEMORIAL WREATHS 

National Christopher Columbus Association 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior 

Embassy of Spain 
Embassy of Italy 

Commonwealth of the Bahamas 
National Italian American Foundation 

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
Supreme Council Knights of Columbus 

Lido Civic C lub of Washington, DC 
District of Columbia State Society, Daughters 

of the American Revolution 
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Maryland State SOciety, Daughters of the American Revolution 
Virginia State Society, Daughters of the American Revolution 

District of Columbia State Council, Knights of Columbus 
Maryland State Council, Knights of Columbus 
Virginia State Council, Knights of Columbus 

Former Masters of the Archdiocese of Washington District 
Washington Council #224, Knights of Columbus 
Roma Lodge #71, Order Sons of Italy in America 

George Washington Lodge #2522, Order Sons of Italy in America 
International Lodge #2522, Order Sons of Italy in America 

National Council for the Promotion of Italian Language in America 
National Society Children of the American Colonists 

National Society Children of the American Revolution 
District of Columbia Children of the American Revolution 

Virginia Society Children of the American Revolution 
Archdiocese of Washington Catholic Committee on Scouting 

CLOSING HYMN (AUDIENCE) "God Bless America" 
Irving Berlin 

arranged by Thomas Knox, US. Marine Band 
revised by MSgt Stephen Bulla, US. Marine Band 

GOD BLESS AMERICA 
Land that I love, 

Stand beside her, and guide her 
Through the night with the light from above 

From the mountains, to the prairies, 
To the oceans, white with foam, 

GOD BLESS AMERICA My home sweet home. 

MUSICAL POSTLUDE 
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"The Stars and Stripes Forever" 
John Philip Sousa 



* * * W~ AR~ 
WASHINGTON 

TilE D ISTR ICT OF COLU MBIA 

M URIEL rlOWSER, M AYOR 

COLUMBUS DAY 
OCTOBER 10,20 16 

vVHEREAS, t"day mnrks rhe 524th Anniversary of hri s[O pher 

Colum bus' expediti o n to th e Wesr; and 

vYHEREAS, rhis anl1l la l celeb ration takes place at Columbus Plaza 

in front of U n ion St il t i"n, and is hosted by the Nationa l C hri st0p her 

Colu mbus Associatio n and the National Park Service; all d 

WHEREAS, in 1492, C hri stopher Columbus was all ex plore r nnd 

navigator who set out o n a jo urney from Spain with three sh ips, Ni na, 

Pinta alld Sallta Maria, whi ch resul ted in the EUr0pean discovery of the 

ew W o rld; and 

WHEREAS, in 1912, the Columbus Meillorial Staruc and Fo unta in 

was created on Columbus Plaza to recognize and ho nl)r the cOl1 rrillllrions 

an d achi cvelll ''' ' ts of' C hri sto pher Coilimbus, and [0 welcome visito rs 

to ollr cityi and 

WHEREAS, ill 19.14, Congress authorized and requ ested President 

['rankli n Delano Roosevelt tu' issue all anllua l Co lumbus Day 

procla mation; and 

WHEREAS, in 1968, Columbus Day was deciared a pub li c holiday 

and ill 197 1, it was o fficia lly celebrated : 

NOW, THEREFORE, I , THE MAYOR OF THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMB IA, do he rehy procla im October 10, 20 16, in Was hi ngton, 

DC,,, "COLUMllUS DAY." 1~ 
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First Prize Essay - NIAF-NSDAR Essay Contest, 2015-2016 

Morgan Meer 

M t Lebanon High School 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Columbus and Lindbergh: 
A Journey Across the Atlantic 

A
AS dawn rose over the continuous vastness of ocean, spreading a 
bright, pink hue into the early morning horizon, Charles Lindbergh 
gripped the control stick of the plane and rubbed the layers of bags 

under his eyes . His stomach growled. Not faltering from his intense gaze 
out the front of the plane, he dipped down towards the ocean, the propeller 
spraying streams of water towards the back of the plane. His eyes scanned 
the horizon searching for a sliver of color that would signify the coast of 
Europe. Often, he spotted such land, but after approaching what he thought 
to be the shore, it disappeared into the ocean mist from which the mirage 
had appeared. Lindbergh shook his head in disappointment. Of course, the 
land was a figment of his imagination; he would not yet reach the coast of 
Ireland for many more hours. Stifling a yawn, the aviator set his mind on 
the crowds waiting for him in Paris and the significance of his journey across 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

Not quite 435 years before Charles's plane skimmed across the Atlantic 
sea eastward, did a man by the name of Christopher Columbus set sail in 
the opposite direction towards America, equipped not with a plane but a 
sailing vessel. However, as Columbus stood on the helm of the Santa Maria, 
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he dreamed of what Lindbergh would also desire: fame, fortune, along with 
the promise of adventure. 

Centuries before Christopher Columbus was born in 1451 in Italy, 
Europe's knowledge of the world had been expanding due to religious 
Crusades and trading voyages to Africa and Asia. These expeditions, 
specifically the ones to the Far East resulted in the increase of trade with Asia 
and the acquisition of great of wealth for European countries. However, the 
journey to these wealthy lands was long and perilous, and explorers sought 
a more efficient path to Asia. 

After several failed attempts to persuade the Portuguese royalty to fund 
a voyage, Columbus convinced King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain 
to sponsor an expedition to Asia using a westward route that he predicted 
would lead him to the continent. With financial support from the Spanish 
royalty, Columbus gathered a crew and prepared for his voyage, hoping to 
increase Spain's wealth and influence along with his own. He set off into the 
unknown in 1492 hoping to return a revered hero. 

C
harles Lindbergh, born February 4, 1902, was also inspired to 
complete his legendary crossing of the Atlantic by both the promise 
of fortune and the drive for adventure. A graduate of the intensive 

Army Air Service School with a history of "barnstorming", touring the U.S. 
doing daredevil jumps and tricks on an airplane, Charles set out to earn 
the Orteig Prize, $25,000 for the first person to fly from New York to Paris 
without stopping. He received funds and support from businessmen in St. 
Louis, convincing them that this flight would make known to the world the 
wonders of aviation and that it would gain publicity for their city. 

Eager to fulfill his daredevil dreams and win the Orteig prize, Charles 
Lindbergh began his flight at 7:52 a.m. on May 20, 1927 in his plane 
christened The Spirit of St. Louis. Though separated by centuries and 
heading in opposite directions, both Lindbergh and Columbus began their 
journeys hoping for personal glory as well as acclaim for the ideas, whether 
country or industry, for which they represented. 

The centuries that separated the courageous journeys of both Charles 
Lindbergh and Christopher Columbus hold an incredible amount of 
technological advancements and societal differences, but both men faced 
similar challenges on their Atlantic voyages. As they progressed farther 
across the ocean, hoping to find a sign of land ahead, both pioneers 
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experienced delusions where they would surely spot land on the horizon, 
but upon closer examination it would reveal itself to be a mirage. Dense fogs 
along with these hallucinations tortured the men as the combed the ocean 
for signs of land. Charles and Christopher also faced challenges specific to 
their times and methods of travel. 

The first to journey to the "New World", Columbus lacked knowledge 
about the Atlantic and expected to land in Japan instead of the Caribbean. 
He hid his confusion as to why the ocean stretched on more than predicted. 
The members of the crew turned mutinous and demanded to return to Spain 
once the perilous situation became clear. Despite this hostility, Columbus 
dealt with the crew by promising to return home if land did not reveal itself 
soon. Navigating the uncharted waters by a process called dead reckoning, 
Christopher used tools such as a compass, an hourglass, and his own eyesight 
to determine the direction, time, speed, and then the location of his fleet of 
three ships. He faithfully recorded these measurements in his diary of the 
voyage. 

The aviator, Lindbergh, was aware of his position during his journey 
but suffered other ailments during his thirty-three and a half hour 
flight. Nervous about his adventure the next day, Charles spent the 

night before his historic journey lying awake, and when arriving in Paris, he 
had not slept for fifty-five hours. He struggled to stay awake in the cockpit, 
resorting to sticking his head out the side window in order to remain alert. 
Parachute-less in order to reduce the plane's weight, Lindbergh might have 
perished if the plane malfunctioned, but he used his years of daredevil 
piloting experience to successfully make it to the city of Paris, completing 
his journey. Both men, the aviator and the captain, despite their varied 
challenges, managed to complete their odyssey across the Atlantic, ensuring 
a legacy for generations to come. 

At Columbus's death in 1506, he still maintained the belief that he had 
found a route to Asia, but his legacy in the modern world is much greater 
than that of a man who discovered a new trading path, but as the man who 
brought the eastern and western hemispheres together. This brought forth 
the Columbian Exchange, a mass of plants, animals, people, and ideas traded 
between continents - a clash of the old world and the new world eventually 
resulting in the foundation of the United States of America. 

Four hundred years, the foundation of a free country, and a wealth of 
technological advancements later, Lindbergh attempted to update Columbus's 
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expedition by using the airplane, a product of American invention, to 
travel to Europe. Accomplishing a feat thought to be impossible, just like 
Columbus, Lindbergh returned to the old world equipped with the pinnacle 
of American spirit and innovation and demonstrated to the crowds waiting 
in Paris all that America had accomplished in the 400 years since Columbus 
brought two worlds together. Lindbergh, smiling through a yawn, glanced 
down at the throngs of people waiting below. Preparing for a landing, he 
began his descent from the star-filled sky into the fields of Paris, satisfied 
with his achievement for America and the people of the world. 
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THE NATIONAL CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS ASSOCIATION 

Annual Columbus Day celebrations have been held at the 
Columbus Memorial and Fountain at Columbus Plaza in Washington, 
D.C. ever since it was unveiled in 1912. 

In 1989, a permanent organization, the Washington Columbus 
Celebration Association, was formed in order to plan the observance 
of the forthcoming Quincentenary anniversary in 1992, and to 
put the annual ceremonies on a firmer footing with permanent 
sponsorship. 

Ten years later, the name of the organization was changed to the 
National Columbus Celebration Association. 

In August of 2013, a proposal to change the organization's name 
to the National Christopher Columbus Association was approved 
by a vote of the members at a special meeting, and the new name 
became effective in 2014. The chnage reflects a decision to broaden 
the organization's focus in the areas of education and scholarship, 
taking its involvement beyond the annual Columbus Day activities 
in the nation's capital. 

The Association is governed by a board of directors elected to 
staggered three-year terms by the general membership at the annual 
membership meeting. Officers are chosen annually for one-year 
terms by the board. 

The Association invites individuals and organizations who 
identify with its purposes to become members, and an application 
may be found elsewhere in this booklet. The bylaws of the NCCA 
state that "The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of 
Columbus and his historic achievement in linking the Old World 
and theNew, but also the higher values that motivated him in his 
efforts and trials." 

14 



BECOME A MEMBER OF THE NCCA 
The Association seeks to honor not only the memory of Columbus and 

his historic achievements in linking the Old World and the New, but also 
the higher values that motivated and sustained him in his efforts and his 
trials. Those virtues - faith in God, the courage of his convictions, dedica
tion to purpose, perseverance in effort, professional excellence, and bold
ness in facing the unknown - are vitally important and worthy of emulation 
in every era. 

The Association invites individuals and organizations who identify with 
our purposes to join with us by filling out the application below and sending 
it to the address given . You may also fill out a membership application on 
our website, at www.columbuscelebration.com Members receive a gold 
plated membership pin, a membership certificate suitable for framing, an 
invitation to the annual meeting with the right to vote, minutes, and their 
names are listed in the program published for the annual celebration. Na
tional Patrons will be listed in the annual program book and will be sent a 
copy of the program book on request. 

Annual dues (please check the appropriate box) : 

o Organizational member (business,professional, 
non profit, patriotic or fraternal) 

o Individual member 
$75.00 

$25.00 
Please print your name exactly as you wish it to appear on the certificate: 

Name ______________________________________________ __ 

Address ____________________________________________ ___ 

City _____________ State _____ Zip ____ _ 

Telephone ________ E-mail ____________ _ 

Mail your completed application with payment to: 

National Christopher Columbus Association 
Attn: Steven J. Upton, Secretary 
5034 Wisconsin Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20015-4125 

The NCCA is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, and is qualified to receive tax deductible contributions, bequests, 
devises, transfers or gifts under IRS Code Sections 170, 2055, 2106, or 2522. 

You may also join the NCCA online, at 
www.christophercolumbus.org/membership.html 
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BIOGRAPHIES 

M
ORGAN MEER is an active 10th grader from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, participating in musical theater, student 
council, and Young Life at Mt. Lebanon High School. Her 

family includes parents Karl and Susan and younger brother Ever
itt. In addition to having school interests, she is also a member of 
the Parkinson's Ferry Society of the National Society Children of 
the American Revolution (N.S.C.A.R.), which won "Best Society in 
the Nation" in 2016. Her role as Program Chairman for her society 
helped them win the award. She is currently National Awards Com
mittee Chairman for the N.S.C.A.R. 

Her love of history started at a young age, influencing her pos
sible career choice of becoming a museum curator and inspiring her 
dream of attending a showing of the Broadway musical Hamilton 
which was fulfilled in August 2016. When asked to comment on her 
process of entering the essay contest she said, "Throughout my re
search for this essay, I examined the stories of both Christopher Co
lumbus and Charles Lindberg. I love history, and my favorite aspect 
is discovering the stories behind the people and their achievements. 
The stories for both of these men have very much in common.In 
addition to winning this award, she has also been given a Good Citi
zenship Award by the Sons of the American Revolution 

In addition to winning this award, she has also been recognized 
as the state and division winner on two separate occasions for the 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) American History 
Essay Contest, and been distinguished as the National Winner of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution Outstanding Community 
Service Award. 

Morgan would like to thank the Jacob Ferree Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution for sponsoring her entry as 
well as her family for their encouragement. 

She is excited to become a 4th generation DAR member in a few 
years. 
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JAMES P. "].P:' MCCUSKER, the President of the National Chris
topher Columbus Association, was born and raised in Uniontown, 

Pennsylvania and is the fourth Son of Maude and John McCusker. 
He joined the Navy after graduating from St. John's High School and 
became a Hospital Corpsman. He served on the USS Abbott and at 
Naval hospitals in Philadelphia and Portsmouth, VA. 

J.P. is a 1972 graduate of Benjamin Franklin University in Wash
ington, DC with a Degree in Business Administration. He received 
a Masters in Contract Law and Program Management from George 
Washington University. 

].P. retired form the Federal Government after serving 32 years as 
a Civil Servant. During the last 19 years of his career, he served in 
the Pentagon Office of the Assistant Secretary for Acquisition. 

J.P. became a Knight of Columbus in 1972 and immediately be
came involved in the George Brent Council, 5332, Manassas, VA. 
During his tenure as Grand Knight, George Brent Council was 
awarded the Supreme Council's Community Activity Award. He is 
also a charter member of Bishop J. Louis Flaherty Assembly where 
he served as Faithful Navigator in 1980-81. 

J.P. was elected State Advocate in 1997 and subsequently served 
as State Treasurer, State Secretary, and State Deputy. During his ad
ministration, Virginia achieved the Circle of Honor Award. After 
his term as State Deputy, J.P. was appointed District Master for the 
Virginia District and served for 5 years. 

He recently retired as a Membership and Programs Consultant for 
the Supreme Council. 

J.P. is a member of All Saints Parish where he serves as an Extraor
dinary Minister of the Holy Eucharist, Chief Usher and a member of 
Liturgy Committee. 

He is a member of the Board of Directors of the National Chris
topher Columbus Association and serves as the President. He is also 
on the Board of Directors of Medical Missionaries, which supports 
the medical needs of the poorest of poor throughout the world. 

J.P. has been married to the former Mary A. (Maggie) Gouker for 
50 years. 
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On June 27, 2003, REAR ADMIRAL BARRY C. BLACK 
(Ret.) was elected the 62nd Chaplain of the Senate. He 
started his work on July 7, 2003. Prior to Capitol Hill, 

Chaplain Black served in the U.S. Navy for over twenty-seven years, 
ending his distinguished career as the Chief of Navy Chaplains. The 
Senate elected its first chaplain in 1789. 

Chaplain Black is a native of Baltimore, Maryland and an alum
nus of Oakwood College, Andrews University, North Carolina Cen
tral University, Palmer Theological Seminary, Salve Regina Uni
versity, and Alliant International University. In addition to earning 
Master of Arts degrees in Divinity, Counseling, and Management, 
he has received a Doctorate degree in Ministry and a Doctor of 
Philosophy degree in Psychology. 

Chaplain Black has been selected for many outstanding 
achievements. Of particular note, he was chosen from 127 nomi
nees for the 1995 NAACP Renowned Service Award for his contri
bution to equal opportunity and civil rights. He received the 2002 
Benjamin Elijah Mays Distinguished Leadership Award from The 
Morehouse School of Religion. In 2004, the Old Dominion Uni
versity chapter of the NAACP conferred on him the Image Award, 
"Reaffirming the Dream - Realizing the Vision" for military excel
lence. 

In 2006 he authored his autobiography entitled, "From the 
Hood to the Hill" and in 2011 "The Blessing of Adversity." 
Chaplain Barry C. Black is married to the former Brenda Pearsall 
of St. Petersburg, Florida. They have three sons: Barry II, Brendan, 
and Bradford. 

Proud Sponsor of the Nat ional 
Co l um bus Day Celeb rat ion 

October 10, 2016 
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The National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
along with the 

National Italian American Foundation 
are pleased to announce co-sponsorship in an essay contest featuring 
Christopher Columbus open to all students in grades 9 through 12. 

2016-2017 TOPIC: 

Technological advances have greatly changed our world since the voyages of 
Christopher Columbus. If Christopher Columbus had just some of the 

technology we have today in 2016, how might this have changed his planning 
and carrying out of his voyages: What technological advances would have 

been most beneficial to Christopher Columbus? 

One essay is se lected as the national winner and th e winner is in vited to attend NSDAR ' s 
125th Continental Congress to be recogni zed. Second and third place winners are also 
selected. Judging at the national level is conducted by the Nationa l Itali an Ameri can 
Foundat ion. The national winner will receive $ 1,200 from the NIAF in add iti on to paid 
lodging and transportat ion to Washington , D.C. in October 20 17 for the winner and one 
parent or guardian. The national winner must read the pri ze-winning essay at th e 
Co lumbus Memori al, Washington , DC on Co lumbus Day (October 9,20 17). 

The second place nati onal winner wi ll receive $500 , and the third pl ace nati ona l winner 
will receive $300. 

FORM 

Essay must be submitted in a typed format using black type in non-script 12 or 14 point 
font. Eac h essay must have a titl e page li stin g the foll owing: Tit le of essay: 
"Technology's Impact (1/1 the Voyage of Christopher Columbus," as we ll as the 
contestant 's fu ll name and address, telephone number (with area code) and/or e -mail 
add ress, sc hool name and grade leve l, name of the sponsoring DAR chapter, and the 
number of words in essay. A bibliography of sources used in preparing the essay should 
be attached. Publi shed , scholarly references are preferred. Thi s contes t is admin istered 
by the NSDAR. 

For further infonnlltion about this ('onlest contact: 

Bet h Wa tkins, Nat iona l Vice Chairl11an, 
Chri stopher Colu l11bus Essay Contest, Al11 eri can History COl11 l11itt ee, NSDAR 

2 Mu lberry Court ; Boi ling Sp rings, PA 17007-959 1 
Phone: (717) 258-6609 E-Mail: Bethnsdar@aol.colll 

Ol'fi ce ol'the Hi storian General, NSDAR 
1776 D Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006-5303 

Phone: (202) 879-3256 E-Mai l: hi storian @dar.org 
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THE NATIONAL CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors 
James P. McCusker, President 
Peter R. Davio, Vice President 

Steven J. Upton, Secretary 
Henry Rackowski, Jr., Treasurer 

Thomas J. Hogan, Past President 
Richard Higgins, Counsel Emeritus 

Edward M. Sullivan (Honorary) 
G. Pino Cicala 
Joseph Feakes 
Ben C. Filipczyk 
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Archdiocese of Washington 
The United States Army Band 
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The United States Marine Band 

"The President's Own" 

INDIVIDUALS 
Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin 

Blanche L. Curfman 
Rafael Jover Y De Mora Figueroa 

Doria Dean Elton Kemper, HPG-NSDAR 
James P. Kiernan, Ph.D., OAS 

Marguerite C. Moore 
Lloyd J. Ogilvie, D.D. 

Jose L. Restepo. LL.D., OAS 
Msgr. Roger C. Roensch 
Ana Maria Snell, Ph.D. 
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Linda Tinker Watkins, HPG-NSDAR 

2015 One-Year Membership for Last Year's Essay Contest Winners: 
Claud J. A. Boyd, 1 st Place Winner 

Katherine Anne Cooley, 2nd Place Winner 
Joshua L. Yang, 3rd Place Winner 
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COLUMBUS AND SLAVERY 

I
n the later part of the recent century and since, Christopher Columbus 
has been blamed by many as a monster, the originator of many of the 
evils of the modern world in the Americas. One has only to do a little 

searching on the internet to find many instances of this. 

It as though he had foreseen and intended later harmful effects of his 

actions that in fact he could in no way be accountable for--such as the 
succumbing of native populations to diseases previously unknown to them. 
Sometimes actions by conquistadors after Columbus's death are referred to 

in a way implying that they were committed or authorized by Columbus 
himself. In contrast to our longstanding and cherished legal and social 
principle that "one is presumed innocent until proven guilty" Columbus, it 
seems, must be presumed guilty until proven innocent! 

Though a very religious man, he was no saint, despite attempts in the 
nineteenth century to have him declared one. He had faults, and was guilty 
of some deplorable acts. But a fair judgment is that it has not been shown 
that he was a monster either, despite modern propaganda to the contrary. 

Can it in any sense be fair to judge him by the social values that have 
developed over five hundred years of experience, philosophical reflection, 
and ethical and social development since his day rather than by the values 

of that day? 

A primary charge-perhaps the principal one-against him is that 
he was a slaver. That is the focus here, looking at his behavior with an 

open mind, but in its all -important historical and social context, often 
waved off unexamined by his critics. Though the detail that follows may 
seem burdensome, the repetitive drumbeat of historical facts helps to 
show the heavy burden of longstanding and accepted tradition over many 
hundreds of years on people who have not benefited from layers of further 

developments in thinking and customs of the last five centuries. 

Slavery in Ancient Times 

Human slavery has existed from prehistoric times, going back at least 
as far as the development of agriculture, and, later, of cities, in which 
slavery was economically profitable. It was known to all ancient societies, 
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East and West, and recognized and accepted in the oldest written records. 
In the 6th and 5th centuries BC, there were an estimated 80,000 slaves 
in Athens, mostly in domestic service or secretarial work, Athenians 
considering it shameful themselves to 
be in service to another. But others were 
worked to death in mines. Strangely, 
chattel or traditional slavery, in which 
slaves were property and could be bought 
and sold, mortgaged, etc. like any other 
property according to law, seems to have 
been most practiced where the general 
free population achieved the most 
freedom themselves, as in Athens. 

The Roman Republic preceding 
the Roman Empire flourished 
on slaves imported from Greece 

and farther east, who were an estimated 
quarter of the population of the Republic. 
Nor was life there kind to them: the 
average Roman slave, male or female, 
did not survive past the age of 18. The 
beginnings of democracy that can be 
seen in both Athens and the Roman Republic thus coexisted side-by-side 
with the brutal system of slavery, in which a slave could be killed with 
impunity by his owner. "For more than three thousand years these lega l 
characteristics of bondage changed very little; and in the Western world it 
was the Roman law, which recognized that a slave was both a thing and a 
person, that gave a systematic and enduring form to the rights of masters 
and slaves." I 

Slavery in Medieval Times 

As the ancient world passed into the medieval one, Mediterranean 
Europe and the East were the arena of a great slave trade run by Viking, 
Arab, Greek and Jewish traders. The main slave sources were in central and 
eastern Europe and the Caucuses, with Byzantine and Muslim destinations. 
But slavery also flourished in Northern Europe. St. Patrick first went to 
Ireland as a slave about 500 A.D. 

1 David Brion Davis, TI'le Problem of Slavery in Western Ci. lture, Oxford University Press, 
New York, 1966, 30. 
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Early in the eighth century, Muslims invaded the Iberian peninsula, 
now home to both Spain and Portugal, resulting in six centuries of warfare 
in that area, accompanied by a shift in the commercial slavery system 
inherited from the Romans to one based on human booty from the wars 
between Christians and Muslims. 

In Northern Europe, with opposition from bishops and missionaries, 
chattel slavery was slowly replaced by feudal serfdom, though as Roman 

Main slavo trado fOules 
----- In tho Medioval Ago 

law revived, so also 
did chattel slavery. 
Twenty years 
after England was 
invaded by William 
the Conqueror in 

-.'--I----'',o,nd,. 1066, a survey of the 
population classified 
10% as chattel 
slaves, whom their 
owners could kill 
with impunity. As 
commerce developed, 
Swedish merchants 
were active in 

spreading slavery in Eastern Europe and southern Russia. 

The East was the primary source of slaves for both Italy and Spain 
in the Middle Ages. Both Venice and Genoa were actively involved, 
establishing bases on the Black Sea in the 13th century for buying slaves 
for their highly-organized trade (a trade looked to a couple of centuries 
later by the colonizing powers as a model for the Atlantic slave trade). By 
1300 the Italians had Negro slaves working plantations on Cyprus much as 
would be done in the West Indies two centuries later. 

Religious, Philosophical and Legal Considerations 

H OW did all this fit with the great religious traditions? Neither the 
Old or New Testament, or the Koran, forbade slavery, which was 
practiced by Christians, Moslems and Jews, as well as by Chinese, 

Indians, and others in the East. 

In the Middle Ages liberty was not seen as an ideal in itself; primacy 
was accorded to the reign of law, and liberty was defended in terms of 
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justice. But "the legal and moral validity of slavery was a troublesome 
question in European thought from the time of Aristotle to the time of 
Locke." 2 The thinking was that man was destined by nature to live in 
community. But sin had overthrown "perfect right reason;' and most men 
could not restrain themselves and needed restraint from outside-- from a 
king. 

Though some men are capable of freedom, not all aare, and experience 
taught that some cannot follow reason, and are appropriately slaves. (These 
were called slaves "by natural right;' in contrast to prisoners of war who 
were slaves "by legal right.") Aristotle's justification of slavery was accepted 
in those terms by the medieval philosophers, "nor had any medievalist, 
late or early, any desire to deny that slavery was part of human conditions 
and was required for the steady life of mankind. It was as much a feature of 
social life as the machinery of government was a feature of political life. A 
master was as necessary to society as a king."3 It is needed for the good of 
society, not introduced by nature, but by human reason "for the benefit of 
human life:' 

A slave was understood as one not wholly his own-not absolutely 
under the command 
of his owner, but in no 
way free economically. 
However, ideally owners 
were required to treat 
their slaves humanely, not 
depriving them of food 
or clothing, or cruelly 
overworking them. While 
not contrary to natural 
law, slavery was merely 
tolerable, not in keeping 

with personal dignity in the eyes of later moralists, and almost inevitably 
with evil consequences. 

Some limitations were established by the church at various times: 
Christians were not to be sold to non-Christian peoples, for example. But 
in 1452 (the year after Columbus was born), Pope Nicholas V recognized 

2 Bede Jarrett, o.P , Social Th eories of the Middle Ages, Republishedfrom the 1926 edition, 
Frederick Unga r, New York, 1966, 13. 
3 Jarrett, 30. 
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the right of the rulers in Spain and Portugal to enslave unbelievers, 
including Muslims and pagans, slaves "by legal right" captured in war, just 
as Muslims enslaved Christians. 

Genoa and the Iberian Peninsula in the time of 
Columbus 

Slavery had persisted In the Mediterranean since Roman days, with a 
reciprocal trade between Muslims and Christians. In the years leading into 
Columbus's time it was at its zenith: 

"Tarters, Circassians [from an area just north of present-day 
Georgia, on the Black Sea], Armenians, Georgians, and Bulgarians 
flowed into the markets of Italy and Spain. The splendor of Venice 
and Tuscany, like that of ancient Rome and Athens was intimately 
associated with slavery .... Between 1414 and 1423 no fewer than 
ten thousand slaves were sold in Venice alone. In the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries they formed a significant proportion of 
Tuscany's population." 4 

Aragon and Catalonia in present-day Spain were said to be "slave 
societies from top to bottom:' 

The Turkish capture of Constantinople in 1453 finally shut down the 
west's slave markets on the Black Sea. However, "Constantinople was a 
major center of the slave trade in the 15th and later centuries" After the 
battle of Lepanto (1571),12,000 Christian galley slaves were freed from 
the Ottoman fleet. Arabs were more inclined to make racial distinctions, 
regarding black Africans, whom their word for slave mainly referred to, 
as a naturally docile people. In 1535 Emperor Charles V freed 20,000 
Christian slaves when he captured Tunis. 

"The Genoese were specialists in trading slaves. Unlike the 
Portuguese, whose captains usually were exercised by the need 
to go through at least the motions of conversion of captives, they 
were not troubled by such concerns. The Genoese enslaved and 
sold, in the Crimea as in Chios, in Tunis as in Ceuta, in Malaga 
as in Granada, men, women, and children of all hues and races: 
Circassians and Ethiopians, Slavs and Bosnians, Berbers and black 
Africans, Canary Islanders and Greeks all found a market:' 5 

4 Davis, 43. 

5 Hugh 771Omas , Rivers of Gold, Random House, 2005,49. 
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In 1441, ten years before the birth of Columbus, Lagos became 
Portugal's first slave market. West Africa had long been a source of 
slaves taken to the Mediterranean through the Sahara. In the 1460s the 
Portuguese entered the Cape Verde Islands, were given a monopoly to 
trade slaves, and established slave buying stations along the African coast-
an area that came to be called the "Slave Coast:' Slaves were sent by sea for 
sale in Madeira or Portugal or the important market in Seville. It has been 
estimated that at the time Columbus left on his voyage of discovery, there 
may have been about 100,000 slaves in Spain, with Seville having the most
- perhaps 40,000 in 1475 and 60,000 by 1520. 6 

In that nation, the sovereigns and court were served by a huge number 
of servants and slaves, and many great men owned a number. Even 
clergymen and tradesmen commonly had one or two slaves. The slaves 
were from diverse geographical sources; some were Muslim war booty 
(such as from the 1492 defeat of Granada), others came from slave markets 
in the western Mediterranean, and Portugal, and still others from the 
subjugated islands in the Atlantic or from the African coast. 

Throughout the slaveholding societies, the system was accepted as a natural 
part of human society, and there was no one proposing that it be abolished. 

The Tradition of Slavery and Columbus 

Thus slavery was an essential, ubiquitous, and accepted part of the 
background in the principal areas associated with Columbus's life 
leading up to his discovery of the New World-Genoa, Portugal, 

and Spain. All three were key areas in the system of slavery. It was in 
the air he breathed: he grew up in Genoa, served on Genoese ships, 
lived for awhile in Portugal, and then moved to Spain, his home while 
seeking support for his expedition to the west, and then his home base of 
operations for the rest of his life. 

If not in other ways, certainly as a mariner he had direct contact with 
the slave trade. In his early twenties, he sailed to the Genoese slave-trading 
colony of Chi os off Turkey in the Aegean, which exported sugar and mastic 
(used to make varnish). A couple of years later, on another Genoese vessel 
he survived shipwreck after a battle off the coast of Portugal, and made 
his way to Lisbon, by then an important center for transshipment of slaves 
to Christian and Muslim markets in the Mediterranean, a business that 
involved many Italians, including Genoese, Venetians, and Florentines. 

6 TI1Om as, 32, 529. 
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Apparently after a 1477 voyage on a Genoese vessel to Ireland, possibly also 
to Iceland, Columbus took a bride in Lisbon--the sister of the hereditary 
governor of Porto Santo, of the Madeira Islands. Then the Genoese owner 
of the ship that had gone down employed him in selling sugar in Madeira, 
where he became acquainted with the slave labor of African Negroes and 
Canary Islanders on the sugar plantations. He and his wife lived for awhile 
in Lisbon and then in Madeira, where she died in childbirth. Returning 
to Lisbon he engaged in bookselling and cartography with his brother, 
Bartolomeo. 

Then In the early 1480s Christopher was in a Portuguese expedition 
down the coast of West Africa. (Bartolomeo may have gone along, too.) 
They visited the Cape Verde Islands where black African slaves labored in a 
plantation colony that outshone Madeira, and then visited the new slave
trading fortress ofEI Mina built on the Gold Coast about 1481. 

Columbus's Discovery Voyage 

This trip probably also helped make him better acquainted with the 
Portuguese caravel and the trade winds and currents off the African coast, 
knowledge that would be very useful to him in later years. It was in fact 
about ten years later, on August 2, 1492, that the Nina, Pinta, and Santa 
Maria embarked from Palos in southwestern Spain on their famous voyage 
across the "Ocean Sea" (the Atlantic) into history. 

Palos had its own history. Its mariners were 
inveterate and illegal participants in the slave trade. 
Their recent sacking of a village of an important 
African king and kidnapping of slaves to work 
in Spanish mines had endangered relations with 
Portugal by infringing on their territory in Guinea, 
since by treaty Portugal had exclusive control of 
exploration and trade along the western coast of 
Africa. The Palos sailors had also avoided Spanish 
taxes. It was in punishment for these offenses that 
Palos had been required by the crown to furnish two 
caravels to Columbus's expedition, along with ninety men to crew them, 
and a year's provisions. Columbus arranged for the third vessel himself, 
and then sailed in them with such men into the unknown. 7 

7 James Reston, Jr. , Dogs of God, Anchor Books, 2005, 171-1 72. 
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One author has said of the New World that "Some have written 
of the ancient Caribbean as if it had been Elysium. But it was an 
Elysium with savagery in the wings."B The Tainos, the Indians 

first met by Columbus, were seen by him as '''affectionate and without 
covetousness' a people 'who love their neighbors as themselves [and] have 
the sweetest speech in the world." But they were plagued by the Carib 
Indians from more southerly and easterly islands, who stole girls for brides, 
ate parts of captured warriors to obtain their valor, and in time could well 
have eliminated the Tainos, as the Tainos had earlier eliminated their 
predecessors. (The word "cannibal" comes from the name "Caribs.") 

After arriva l on that first voyage, Columbus showed no scruples about 
forcing individual Indians to accompany him as guides or interpreters. 
He also took six back to Spain to exhibit to the sovereigns and train as 
interpreters, but they wanted to go, as did others. All were baptized 
in Spain . One chose to remain in court, while the other five elected to 
accompany Columbus on 
his return to the Indies. 
It appears that three did 
not survive the voyage, 
but one of the survivors, 
named Don Diego Colon 
because of his closeness to 
Columbus, served him as 
an interpreter in subsequent 
travels. (The name can cause confusion because it was not only the name 
of Christopher's brother, but also that of his son and heir.) 

A letter Columbus sent to Luis de Santangel reporting on his 
discoveries promised the things that the Indies can provide, including 
"slaves, as many as they shall order, who will be from the idolators."9 The 
last qualification, apparently referring to the predatory Carib Indians, 
would turn out to be an important one if adhered to. 

Second Expedition to the New World 

After returning to Spain to report to the sovereigns, and also, as it turned 
out, to be greatly celebrated, Columbus with an impressive fleet of 
seventeen vessels triumphantly returned to the Indies in 1493. Stopping 

8 Thomas, 114. 
9 Carol Delaney, Columbus and the Questfor Jerusalem, Simon and Schuster, 2011,122. 
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at the island he named Guadalupe, they met up with the feared Caribs, 
given to cannibalism and other vices as they discovered, and captured 
some and rescued other Indians enslaved by them, taking them aboard for 
return to their homes. They also stopped at St. Croix in the Virgin Islands, 
encountering more, and more hostile, Caribs. 

Finally, carrying along their captives and rescued natives the fleet 
arrived at Hispaniola and the site of the first settlement, La Navidad. But in 
the interim it had been destroyed and its inhabitants killed to the last man 
by the natives, apparently in retaliation for depredations by the Spaniards 
who had been left behind and over whom their appointed leaders had lost 
control. Attention turned to the building of the replacement settlement of 
Isabela down the coast. 

On February 2, 1494 twelve 
of the ships were sent back 
with a request for several to 
return to Hispaniola with more 
supplies. Also carried back 
were twenty-six Carib Indians, 
who seem to have fully met the 
criteria for legal enslavement. 
Columbus asked that they be 
better treated than other slaves, 
and given language training and religious instruction in the hope that they 
would become interpreters and Christian converts. (As paternalistic as it 
sounds today, slavery was considered as a means of civilizing them and, by 
preparing them for conversion, the main goal, contributing to their eternal 
salvation.) 

He also indicated in this letter that other natives might learn from 
the punishment of the guilty Caribs and good treatment of the 
other natives who had done nothing to deserve enslavement 

and this would encourage them to become loyal vassals. The letter 
indicated that he favored paid employment, not enslavement, of the latter. 
The sovereigns, responding that they preferred that conversion efforts 
take place in the Indies rather than being shifted to Spain, rejected his 
suggestion to help meet expenses by sending more Caribs back as slaves. 10 

Then by March of 1494 Columbus was able to set out with 500 men 
to an inland area reported to have gold mines, and to erect a fort there. 

10 Delan ey, 14 1-142. 
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Afterwards, learning that a major native king, Caonab6, was planning to 
attack that fort, he sent 400 men as a deterrent, and a small amount of 
blood was shed. 

F
rom June to the end of September Christopher himself was away 
from the colony exploring the southern coast of Cuba, with his 
younger brother Diego in charge at Isabela, succeeded in June by 

his brother Bartolomeo who arrived from Spain with three ships of the 
requested supplies. 

While Columbus was away, key lieutenants he had trusted to keep 
things peaceful at the fort in the mine area, treating the natives well and 
keeping them happy, proved very untrustworthy, doing the exact opposite 
and causing an Indian rebellion. A couple of disaffected Spanish officials, 
one of whom had caused much of that trouble, seized two of the three ships 
Bartolomeo had brought and sailed back to Spain. They probably took 
along them stolen gold they had not reported, and also spread wild charges 
against Columbus that caused much trouble for him back home. 

Columbus himself, at the end of September, 1494, returned from 
his six-month exploring expedition desperately ill and found matters in 
turmoil. He appointed Bartolomeo his second in command. Four more 
ships arrived with provisions and a letter from the sovereigns asking him to 
come to Spain if he could to help in negotiations wi th Portugal and confer 
with them about matters at the settlement. But he didn't feel he could 
leave at the time. There was still a food shortage among the colonists and 
the Indians, many of whom were ill, while some of the Spaniards ranged 
beyond Isabella looking for food, and with their unbridled behavior caused 
more trouble among the Indians. 

It is reported that Columbus at this time began rounding up Indians 
who had rebelled against the ill treatment of the troublemakers, and, as 
rebels, were then considered justly subject to enslavement. 

Pacification and the Tribute System 

One of the chiefs who had been captured escaped and sought to stir 
up opposition to the Spaniards, which led to more widespread rebellion 
against them, but the rebels were defeated in a battle in March. That was 
followed by an organized and extended effort to pacify the island, in which 
Columbus traveled through much of the land over a matter of months, and, 
according to his son Ferdinand, achieved pacification without having to 
use force again. 
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Seeking protection from the colonizers, friendly Indian caciques agreed 
to a system of tribute such as all vassals of the crown paid in Spain. 
But then they were unable to afford it, even when the tribute was later 

cut in half. It is reported, however, that there were harsh punishments for 
those who failed to produce the expected tribute, for which Columbus has 
been much criticized. But in the meantime, there were already about 
1600 Indian captives in hand. Since their behavior had been-or could 
be seen as-a rebellion, it could also be seen as lawful to make slaves of 
them. Some were the Caribs captured en route to Hispaniola. In any event, 
between 500 and 550 prisoners were sent to Spain, as many as could be 
taken, embarking on February 24, 1495 on the next ships back. 

(With the two shipments of 
February, 1494 and especially 
February, 1495 the Atlantic 
slave trade was initiated. 
The small eastbound trade 
Columbus started with 
native Americans would 
after his death be replaced 
by a continuing torrent of 
westbound trade of black 
Africans, most of whom in 
future years would be coming 
not to the U.S. but to lands 
south of it. But he had no 

involvement in the westbound trade, which started after he was out of 
power.) 

Columbus's boyhood friend Michele (Miguel) Cuneo, who, with 
Christopher's brother Diego, was also returning to Spain on that Fenruary 
voyage, reported: 

Of the rest who were left the announcement went around that 
whoever wanted them could take as many as he pleased; and this 
was done. And when everybody had been supplied there were 
some 400 of them left to whom permission was granted to go 
wherever they wanted. II 

I I Michele (Miguel) Cuneo letter in Sa muel Eliot Morison, Tran slator and Edit01; Trav 
els and Other Documents on the Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus, The Heritage 
Press, 1963, 226. 
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Where they wanted to-and did-go was as far away as possible from 
the Spaniards, in fear that they might be taken again. They were the 
lucky ones, because in the 23-day voyage of that first shipment most of 
these tropical-island natives-surely ill-clad for the North Atlantic winter 
weather to which they would literally be exposed living on the decks of the 
ships as many undoubtedly had to, eating unfamiliar food, and subjected to 
European diseases for which they had little or no resistance-took sick on 
encountering the cold. About half died en route, and half of the rest fell ill. 
Nine survivors were selected for interpreter training, with the rest destined 
for the Seville slave markets. 

The Crown and Slavery 

Nor did the arrival in Spain of the slaves encounter objections from the 
crown, at least at first. On April 12 the rulers wrote to their agent in Seville 
handling matters relating to the Indies that ("in respect of what you write to 
us about the Indians who came in the caravels, it appears to us that you can 
sell these better in Andalusia [the southern part of Spain, including Seville 1 
than anywhere else and you ought to sell them as best you can'."12 

But only four days later they had second thoughts: 

"We want to inform ourselves from letrados [lawyers], 
theologians, and canon lawyers if, with good conscience, we can 
sell those [slaves 1 or not, and we cannot do this until we have 
seen the letters that the Admiral has written to us ... and those 
letters are in the hands of Torres [commander of the voyage 
that brought the slaves 1 but as yet he has not sent them to us; 
therefore, the sales of those Indians should be suspended for a 
brief spell." 13 

Clearly, immersed in a culture that accepted and depended on the 
institution of slavery, the rulers did not object to slavery itself. But 
they also knew they were bound by rules of law and morality that 

governed the institution of slavery, and the question now opened was the 
legitimacy of enslaving these natives from the Indies, as distinct from all of 
the other legitimate sources of the slaves in Spain and elsewhere. 

For the Indians were potentially Christian Spanish subjects, and under 
what title could they be enslaved? (That is, if one did not fully accept the 

12 Thomas. 157. 

13 Thomas. 157-158. 
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Aristotelian argument of natural slaves.) Were they "good Indians" or 
"bad Indians"? The latter would include those who criminally preyed on 
the innocent, like the Caribs, and those who fought against the law and 
the crown. Could "good Indians;' those who accepted and lived according 
to the law as practiced by the Spaniards in charge, be slaves? This was the 
basic question that would not be resolved for nearly half a century. 

As for that first shipment, fifty Indians went to the royal galleys and 
a few were sold. Remember that most who had survived the voyage were 
or had been ill when they arrived; those who escaped the galleys died in 
Seville before their earthly future was settled. 

Back on Hispaniola Columbus was of course concerned with getting 
returns to justify the costs and make a financial success of his enterprise. 
Naturally, when he thought of trade, which had to be developed, his 
thoughts would not exclude the kind of trade that was accepted by 
all, pervaded all the areas he had lived in all his life and practically all 
the places he had visited, that surrounded him everywhere, and that 
constituted a mainstay of the trading places he had been exposed to. In 
considering slavery, he was hardly turning to some novel or apparently 
evil practice (in the context of the times) when he considered the potential 
European market for slaves from the Indies. 

With our current thinking and hindsight, we can mount the critic's 
chair, but within the social context and accepted values of his time, and in 
light of his own life experiences, who can be critical of him? Before he sent 
the first slaves home there may not have been much thought in Spain of a 
distinction between "bad" and "good" Indians--those whom it would be 
legitimate to enslave and those whom it would not. Such considerations 
do not seem to have arisen in connection with the purchase of black 
African slaves, for example. And even after that distinction was made, 
the disposition of that first shipment of slaves suggests that judgment of 
the crown seems to have been that those he had sent home on that first 
shipment were properly in the "bad" rather than the "good" category. 

However, the pragmatic rulers also decided to reduce Columbus's 
monopoly, and on April 10, 1495 authorized any Castilian to set forth to 
discover islands, or continents, in the Indies or the Ocean Sea, which to 
Columbus was a clear violation of his own prerogatives. Some returnees to 
Spain had been highly critical of Columbus, and the monarchs sent Juan 
Aguado to look into the matter in a month-long investigation. 
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Columbus then decided to respond to the rulers' earlier invitation 
and to return to Spain to mend political fences. He left on March 10, 
1496 with many of the discontented colonizers. He stopped on April 10 at 
Guadeloupe and seized Caribs (this was one of their base islands), arriving 
at Cadiz in Spain with 30 more Indian slaves. It was in the grey garb of a 
Franciscan friar that he went on to Seville this time. 

Third Expedition to the New World 

Subsequently, on his next and third expedition to the New World he 
arrived to be confronted by a rebellion led by Francisco Roldan, former 
mayor of the first capital city, Isabela, who had seized weapons there 
and then relocated with others to Xaragua in the southwestern part of 
Hispaniola. In a settlement with him, Columbus allowed each of the rebels 
who returned to Spain to take back one Indian slave. Other slaves were 
also sent on that voyage, which left on October 18, 1498. 

It also carried a somewhat incoherent letter from Columbus to the 
sovereigns describing, among other things, his discovery of South America 
on his most recent voyage from Spain. He also suggested that 20 million 
marievedis ann ually could be had from the sale of brazilwood from 
Hispaniola, and that, in a summary by one author, "a large-scale trade in 
Indian slaves should also be profitable. All Europe, he pointed out, was 
longing for slaves of one sort or another, and though many West Indian 
slaves had died in Spain, a similar mortality had been noticed, to begin 
with, in respect of Berbers and blacks from Africa and Canary Islanders. 
Four thousand slaves could probably be sent home a year. They could 
be sold at 1,500 maravedis each."'4 That would mean another 6 million 
maravedis income annually. 

D
ispleased with the new shipment of slaves, although there was no 
decision yet from those who had been asked about the legality of 
such enslavement, Queen Isabella asked that the slaves be freed: 

"What power of mine does the Admiral hold to give my vassals to anyone?" 
'SHis letter did not make a good impression on the monarchs, who were 
losing confidence in him, and in May of the following year (1499) they 
appointed Francisco Bobadilla to direct affairs in the New World. (It was 
he who would later on his arrival arrest the three Columbus brothers and 
return them as prisoners to Spain.) The very month the sovereigns wrote 
that directive, five ships brought another 600 slaves. 

J 4 Thomas, 179. 

15 Quoted by Thomas, 178. 
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Before Bobadilla finally left Spain after a delay of many months, 
the crown decided to return to the Indies some slaves sent earlier by 
Columbus. The organizer of the flotilla had been asked to take as many as 
he could find, which turned out to be a total of twenty-one. One was too 
ill to travel and another wanted to complete her education in Spain and 
remain there; the other 19 went back. It has been estimated that there were 
another 500 who were not returned because they were judged to have been 
fairly enslaved-as Carib cannibals or as captives in a just war. But other 
adventurers had brought back Taino slaves that were not freed. 16 

O
ne can conjecture that while Columbus's view of slavery may well 
have remained relatively unchanged from his formative days, 
that of Queen Isabella, in touch with learned experts in law and 

morality as Columbus presumably was not, seems to have evolved in her 
appreciation of distinctions to be made regarding just and unjust slavery 
and the enslavement of her vassals. She apparently still believed in slavery, 
but also that enslaving "good Indians;' her vassals, was unjust. 

"That thinking seems to have been shared by the Dominican priest, 
later Bishop of Chiapas in Mexico, Bartolome de Las Casas. An admirer 
of Columbus but one who also recognized the Admiral's faults, he became 
famous as a trenchant critic of the treatment and enslavement of Indians. 
But while rejecting Indian enslavement, he did not feel that way about 
Africans, and was also instrumental in initiating the historic reversal of 
the slave trade from eastbound to westbound in 1501, carrying African 
slaves to the New World to work on plantations such as they were already 
doing in the Mediterranean and the eastern Atlantic. Black Africans had 
always been subject to racial prejudice, and were looked down upon by 
Muslims and Europeans as inferior beings-perhaps "natural slaves" in 
the Aristotelian tradition. By the time black slaves were shipped westward, 
Columbus was completely out of power, and would never hold a position 
of power again, other than his independent fourth voyage to the New 
World. He had nothing to do with sending black slaves to the New World. 

Las Casas over time later regretted his part in initiating the shipment 
of blacks to the Indies. Through his forceful advocacy he played a leading 
role in slowly changing the thinking in Spain regarding the morality of 
slavery, with the result that with a decree of November 25, 1542, Emperor 
Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire (Charles I of Spain) settled the 
question of the enslavement of Indians, including that practiced among 

16 Thomas, 186. 
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the Indians themselves. Spain was the first country in the world to abolish 
slavery. Forty years later, in 1482 Pope Pius II declared slavery to be "a 
great crime." 

A final thought about Columbus himself that is worth noting: he never 
had slaves himself--even though in his time the rulers apparently did, as 
did all of the important people of Spain. 

--Edward M. Sullivan 

Sources for graphic images 

Page 27 - Picture of Slave Treaty: By Fze (Own work), CC BY-SA 3.0, https:llcom mons . 
wikimedia.org/wlindex.php?curid= 10901349 

Page 28 - Map of African Slave Trade: By Aliesin (Made by Aliesin) [G FDL (http:// 
www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html), CC-BY-SA -3.0 (http:/ 1 creativecoll1 mons.org/licensesl 
by-sal3.01) or CC BY-SA 2.5-2.0-1.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by
sa/2.5-2.0-1.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 

Other images courtesy of www.slaveryimages.org, compiled by Jerome Handler and 
Michael Tuite, and sponsored by the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities and the 
University of Virginia Library. 

Page 29 - "Transporting slaves across the Sahara" 

Page 32 - "Taken to African Slave Market" 

Page 33 - "Columbus and American Natives" 

Page 34 - "Columbus and the Sovereigns" 

Page 36 - "Indians bringing tribute to Spain" 

Dedication of the National Columbus Memorial in 1912 
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ItECOMMENDED ItEADING 
Columbus and the Quest for Jerusalem , by Carol 

Delaney. Five hundred years afte r he se t sail , Colum

bus is still a controversial figure in history. Debates 

portray him ei ther as the hero in the great drama of 

discovery o r as an avar icious glory hunter and ruth

less destroyer of indi genous cultures. In Columbus 

and the Quest for Jerusalem, Carol Delaney offers a 

rad ica lly new interpretat ion of the m an and his mi s

sio n, cla iming that the true mo tivatio n for hi s voyages 

is still wide ly unknown. Available through the NCCA 

online bookstore from Amazon. $13.10. 

The Legacy of Christopher Columbus in the Ameri

cas: New Nations and a Transatlantic Discourse of 

Empire, by Elise Bartos ik- Velez. Why is the capi tal 

of the United States nam ed after C hri stopher Co

lumbus, a Genoese explorer commiss ioned by Spain 

who never se t foot here? Why did Spa nish American 

nat io nalists in 181 9 nam e a new ind epend ent republic 

"Colombia;' after Columbus, the first representative of 

the empire from which they had recently broken free? 

These are some of the many questions explored in this 

book. Available through the NCCA online bookstore 

from Amazon. $21.35. 

Christopher Columbus; The Four Voyages 

J. M. Cohen has skil fully woven together Columbus's 

log- books and letters, the biography by his son Her

nando, the offic ial history by Oviedo, and the letters 

of the fleet physician and a loyal li eutenant. The result 

is a unique contemporary record of a great adventure 

as it unfolds. Part of the Penguin Classics series of 

books. Available through the NCCA o nlin e bookstore 

from Amazon. $13.07. 

http://www.columbuscelebration.com/book-store.html 
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, NATION A L n ESTSt:LLE Il 

N FW lU:V EI A " 1 0N~ OF ritE 

AMF1<tCAS BE F ORE C0 1.U MnU\ 

OHARLES O . MANN . 

1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Colum

bus, by Charles C. Mann. In this groundbreaking work 

of science, history, and archaeology, Charles C. Mann 

radically alters our understanding of the Americas 

before the arrival of Columbus in 1492. The pre-Co

lumbian Indians were not sparsely settled in a pristine 

wilderness; rather, there were huge numbers of Indi ans 

who actively molded and influenced the land around 

them. The astonishing Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan had 

running water and immaculately clean streets, and was 

larger than any contemporary European city. Available 

through the NCCA online bookstore from Amazon. 

$12.84. 

A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies, by 

Bartolome de Las Casas. de Las Casas was the first 

and fiercest critic of Spanish colonialism in the New 

World. An early traveller to the Americas who sailed 

on one of Columbus's voyages, Las Casas was so hor

rified by the wholesale massacre he witnessed that he 

dedicated his life to protecting the Indian community. 

He wrote A Short Account of the Destruction of the 

Indies in 1542, which showed that the evangelizing 

vision of Columbus had descended under later con

quistadors into genocide. Part of the Penguin Classics 

series of books. Available through the NCCA online 

bookstore from Amazon . $9.78. 

A Short 4(count of the Dnlr IIl/wn oj tltr Indu's 

Columbus: The Four Voyages, by Laurence Bergreen. 

Christopher Columbus's 1492 voyage across the At

lantic Ocean in search of a trading route to China, and 

his unexpected landfall in the Americas, is a water

shed event in world history. Yet Columbus made three 

more voyages within the span of only a decade, each 

deSigned to demonstrate that he could sail to China 

within a matter of weeks and convert those he found 

there to Christianity. Available through the NCCA 

online bookstore from Amazon . $15.37. 
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Washington Council #224 
Est. 1897 

Washington 's Oldest Knights of Columbus Council 

proudly salutes the 

National Christopher 
Columbus Association 

Grand Knight 

Financial Secretary 

Chaplain 

Deputy Grand Knight 

Treasurer 

Advocate 

Warden 

Inside Guard 

Outside Guard 

Trustee 

Trustee 

Trustee 

e 

James P. Strahota 

Steven B Mudd 

Rev . Robert G Maro 

Michael M. Tiller, MD 

Andrew A. Gorman 

George D. Sitgraves 

John S. Kilmer 

Cpt. Luis Avia 

Christopher D. Hackett 

Henry Rackowski 

Theodore J Strab 

Jason C Dombrowski 

AD MAIOREM DEI GLORIAM 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA STA TE COUNCIL 

7(J1:iohts of CoCum6us 
Established ill the Yea,. of 01/,. Lo,.d 1899 

"Trusting in St. Joseph's Noble Example" 

Congratulations to 
the National Christopher Columbus Association 

on the occasion of the Annual Columbus Day Celebration 

State Deputy 
State Sec retary 
State Treasurer 
Sta te Advocate 
Sta te Warden 

Timothy M. Saccoccia 
Amado C. Alvarez, Jr. 
Brandon J . Brown 
Otto E. Hec k 
Le N. Nguyen 

Immediate Past State Deputy Ernest T. Boykin, Jr. 

Home Jurisdiction of 
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 

and 
Supreme Director Patrick E. Kelly 
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The Lido Civic Club of Washington, D.C. 
Is a Proud Sponsor of the 

October 10, 2016 National Colum bus Celebration 
Sponsored by the 

National Christopher Columbus Association 

The Lido Civic Club of Washington, D.C. 
is Metropolitan Washington's Premiere Italian American 

Business and Professional Organization Serving the 
Italian-American Community since 1929. 

President, Brian R. Della Rocca , Esq . 

Vice President, Thomas F. Regnante 

Secretary , Vincenzo Fragomeni 

Treasurer, Arthur Del Buono 

Public Affairs, Mark Letenzi 

Sergeant-at-Arms, William Bonacki 

www.LidoCivicClub.com 
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~DAR 
Daughters of th e 

Ameri can l{evo lulion 

{5]F~!I'~{5]F~ 
Join in honoring the memory of Christopher Columbus 

JfU16 ~ S1C!Jrruland 
State Regent, DCDAR 

Columbus Day Ce lebration, NSDAR Representative 

AMANDA'S 
ARRANGEMENTS 

301-384-4620 
3330 Route 198 

Burtonsville, Maryland 20866 

Full Service Florist 
Fruit Baskets & Balloons 

Custom Arrangements 
Wreaths 

Delivery & Wire Services 
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ORDER SONS OF ITALY 

IN AMERICA® 

is proud to honor 

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO 

and the contributions of all italians and italian-Americans to the 
cultural fabric and history of the United States 

DANIEL J. LONGO 
OIiDEIi SONS OF ITALY IN AMEIiICA® 

NATIONAL PIiESIDENT 

ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA (OSIA) is the largest and longest
establi shed national organization for men and women of Italian heritage 

in the United States 

JOSEPH J. DITRAPANI 

SONS OF I TALY F OUNDATIOf'I'J 

PIiESIDENT 

SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION (SIF) is the largest philanthropic branch of 
the Order Sons of Italy in America 

KEVIN A. CAIRA 
COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL Jusna @ 

PRESIDENT 

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL J USTICE (CSJ) is the anti-de famat ion branch 
of the Order Sons of Ita ly in America 

WWW.OSIA.ORG 
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Your Emblem of Strength in 2016 
Same protection for your family since 1882 

HARRY J. CANTER. MBA. FICF 
4353 Northview Drive 

Bowie, MD 20716 
301-262-4300 

harry.canter@kofc.org 
www.kofccanteragency.com 

The Harry J. Canter Agency of the Knights of Columbus and our Field Agents wish to 

congratulate the NCCA on this year's annual Columbus Day Celebration I 

Thank you for your continued support of Knights of Columbus Insurance. 
Servicing families in the Archdiocese of Washington and Northern Virginia. 
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We join the NCCA in honoring 

Cristopher Columbus 

the great Italian navigator 

Casa Italian a Sociocultural Center is a corner of authentic Italy in the heart of DC 

595 1/2 Third Street, NW - Washington, DC 

Sullivan Brothers 
Assembly #2861 

Rockville, MD 
"We stick together" 

Motto of the Five Sullivan Brothers 

Proud to support the 
National Christopher Columbus Association 

FR. WILLIAM FOLE Y 

SK .JOSEPH STEWART, DO , PGK 

SK ROGER LEI , GK 

SK EDWARD DAY 

SK .JOHN D URBIN, FDD ,PGK,PFN 

SK INNOCENT D'ALMEIDA, PG K, P FN 

HARRY BUSHAR 

.JOSEPH KEMPF 

BILL TONER 

FRED TAYLOR 

.JAMES P . FLAGG II 

W ILS IE ADAMS 

DREW HOFFMASTER 

.JOS EPH STEWART 

PATRONS 

BILL NEWBROUGH 

MICH AEL PEREZ 

RANDALL DRAGO 

PAUL SULLIVAN 

ROGER LIE 

.JOHN DURBIN 

A L BERT O TRANTO 
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FAITHFU L NAVIGATOR 

FAITHFU L CAPTAIN 

FAITHFUL PILOT 

FA ITHFUL COMPTROLLER 

FAITHFUL ADMIRAL 

INNOCENT D 'ALMEIDA 

CHARLES & MARY COZAD 

DAVID CRUM 

..JAMES BEGIS 

..JACK G IACALONE 

GARY PALMER 
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Knights of Columbus 

FOURTH 
DEGREE 
Pa tri o ti c degree of th e O rd e r. 

THE VIRGINIA DISTRICT 

Proud participants at the annual 
Columbus Day ceremonies at 

the National Columbus Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. 

THOMAS TRUDEAU 
DISTRICT MASTER 

Father Andrew White Assembly #377 
St. Mary's County, Maryland 

2016 Proud Sponsor of the 
National Chrisopher Columbus Celebration 
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:Mary (ana V istric t 
Ca[vert 'Province 

The Maryland District of the Fourth degree, Knights of 
Columbus, is patriotically proud to participate in the 
Columbus Day activities at the National Columbus 

Memorial in Washington, DC. 2016 

District Master 
Thomas Greul 

Charity. Unity. Fraternity. Patriotism. 

The Knights of Columbus of 
Padre Pio Council 10754 
in Great Falls, Virginia 

thanks 

The National Christopher Columbus Association 
for sponsoring the 

Annual Columbus D ay Ceremonies 

Maryland DAR 
Joins the 

National Columbus Celebration 
Association on the anniversary of 

the Christopher Columbus statue at 
Union Station 
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Congratulations and success to the National Christopher Columbus 
Association (NCCA) for a magnificent celebration on October 10, 2016 at the 
Grand Statue of Christopher Columbus at the Union Station, Washington D. C. 

The 2016 - 2017 Officers and members ofthe Roma Lodge #71, aSIA join 
other NCCA organizations in honoring the Great Discoverer, Christopher 
Columbus. 

Vice President 
Past President 
Ora tor 
Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary 
Financial Secretary 
Treasurer 
Trustee 
Trustee 
Trustee 
Trustee 
Trustee 
Mistress of Ceremony 
Mistress of Ceremony 
Sargeant-at-Arms 
Arbitration Commissioner 
Arbitration Commissioner 

President, Arthur (Arty) Baccanari 

Christina Zarrelli 
Nina Bacca nari 
Robert Hardesty 
Catherine Fisher 
Cathy Batt is tone 
Helen Vallone 
Joseph Sparacino 
Kimberly (Vallone) McKenzie 
Antonino "Tony" Del uca 
Rose Pizzola 
Pat Pulvirenti 
Karen (Va llone) Zarrell i 
Jeanette Caruso 
Ca therine Poslosky 
Antonio Zarrelli 
Vernon Behanna 
Fred Caponiti 

Congratulations 
To the 

National Christopher 

Columbus Association 
On the 

l04th anniversary of the magnificent Columbus Statue at 

Union Station in Washington, DC 

SK Michael W. Thumm and his staff 

Archdiocese of Washington District 

Knights of Columbus 
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5aint Elizabeth 5a~le~ 
5eton Assembl~ 1 78 1 

Knights ot Columbus 

The officers, members and affili ated councils of Seton 

Assembly join with the NCCA in commemorating the 

courage, tenacity and faith of Christopher Columbus, one 

of the greatest explorers in human history. 

Santa Maria Council 4654 
Vienna/Oakton, Virginia 

Good Samaritan Council 6175 
Herndon/Sterling, Virginia 

Family of Man Council 7566 
Reston, Virginia 

Fr. Harris Findlay Council 9781 
Reston, Virginia 

Padre Pio Council 10754 
Great Fails, Virginia 

Corpus Christi Council 13468 
South Riding, Virginia 

Blessed Louis Martin Council 15256 
Ashburn, Virginia 

Christ the Redeemer Council 16234 

Sterling, Virginia 
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Maryland State Council 
Knights of Columbus 

Best Wishes For A Successful 
2016 Columbus Day Celebration 

Rev. Jason C. Worley 
State Chaplain 

Stephen M. Cohen and Vicki 
State Deputy 

Dale W. Trott and Linda 
State Secretary 

Vincent Grauso and Mary Jane 
State Treasurer 

Christopher L. Powers and Annie 
State Advocate 

Anthony N. Salvemini and Kathy 
State Warden 

Stephen J. Adamczyk and Kathleen 
Immediate Past State Deputy 
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VIRGINIA STATE COUNCIL 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

Michael J. Gasper 
State Deputy 

Most Reverend Paul S. Loverde 
State Chaplain 

Rev. John A. Abe 
Associate State Chaplain 

Stephen J. Kehoe 
State Secretary 

Edward R. Polich 
State Advocate 

Stephen Paul Raschke, Sr. 
Immediate Past State Deputy 
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Rev. John C. Cregan 
Associate State Chaplain 

Roy F. Blakeburn 
State Treasurer 

Bob Szerszynski 
State Warden 

Tommy C. Harger 
Supreme Director 



~ C,on'PILAS 
~~ The attona l Cou ncil for the Promo ion of 
~ Italian La nguage in American Sdlools, Inc 

The National Councilfor the Promotion of the Italian Language in American 
Schools, Inc. Salutes the National Columbus Day Association for sponsoring the 

Annual Columbus Day Ceremony 
In Washington, DC 

The National COPILAS assists communities around the United States in introducing or broadening the 
study of Italian language and culture in their public and private schools, colleges and universities (K -16) 
in collaboration with universities in Italy and other countries. The National COPILAS provides: 

1. LEADERSHIP AND EXPERTISE serving on cross organi zational lI ali an language and culture groups 
and work ing in close li aison with the It alian Embassy, and all Italian Consulates in the United States and 
international committees pertaining to the implementati on, deve lopment and sustainability of lIa li an 
language and culture in Ameri can schools. 

2. EDUCA TlONAL allli CULTURAL INSTITUTION ACTIVITIES through our websit c, print media as 
we ll as facc to face mcetings with state, di stri ct, count y a nd loca l school and community orti cials. our 
cducati onal cxpcrts wo rk to ascertain needs in ordcr to promote the introducti on of Ita li an languagc 
programs in school systcms and ass ist in thc implcmcntati on oft hosc programs. 

3. DEVELOPMEN T ACTI VITIES in des igning curri cula at the appropriate Icvels; identify and ass ist in 
recommending tcaching materi als for c lassroo m instructi on and library resources and ass ist in identi fy ing 
highl y quali fied suitable instructors to stafr It a li an languagc programs. 

4. ASSISTANCE WITH STRATEGI' TO INCREASE ENROLLMENTS through working with statc 
departmcnts of cduca tion, school di stri ct o rti cial s and individua l schools throughout the Un ited States. 

5. TEACHER DEVELOPMEN T ACTI VITIES through collaboration with lI ali an Amcrican educa tiona l 
orga ni za ti ons such as Amcri can Assoc iation of Teachers of Ita lian (AATI), Ita lia n American Committcc 
on Education ( lACE), The Calandra Italian Ameri can Institute, Ita li an Embassy Obscrva tory and other 
organi zati ons, co lleges and uni vers ities in the Unitcd States and abroad to providc workshops in best 
prac tices in tcaching Ita li an as a foreign languagc. 

6. EDUCA TIONAL S CHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS TO TEACHERS AND STUDENTS fo r the study of 
lIalian and ass isting teachers to improve thcir teaching and languagc ab ilitics. 

7. FUND RAIS IN G ACTIVITIES/NATIONAL GALA. Na ti onal CO PILAS holds an annual Ga la in 
Washington, DC to honor educators and supportcrs of thc It al ian Languagc in order to ra ise funds to 
support implcmcntation, dcvclopment and sustainab ility of Itali an languagc and culture programs in the 
United States. 

For More information about the National COPILAS or about becoming a 
member, please contact us at: 

Dr. Daniel L. Stabile, President 
595 Yz Third Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20001 (703) 599-6942 

www.llatiollalcopilas.org 

Thl! National Council/or thl! Promotion 0/ till! italian Language In American Schools, Inc. Is an IRC 501(c)(3) Public Charity. 

All contributions are tax dt!ductlbll! to thl! extent allowt!d by law. 




